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Turkey national day/world

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Karadzic ‘ordered ethnic cleansing’
The Hague REUTERS

Radovan Karadzic led a genocidal campaign to make Bosnian
Muslims ‘‘disappear from the face of the earth’’ and carve out a
mono-ethnic state for Bosnian Serbs, war crimes prosecutors
told a U.N. tribunal Tuesday.

In opening statements, prosecutors painted a picture of the
former Bosnian Serb leader as a supreme commander
single-mindedly pursing a campaign of ‘‘ethnic cleansing’’
during the 1992-95 Bosnian war that killed an estimated 100,000
people.

They spoke to empty chairs on the defendant’s side of the
court as Karadzic, who denies all the charges, boycotted the
trial at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia in The Hague for a second day.

As prosecutors began their case Tuesday, Biljana Plavsic,
Karadzic’s successor as Bosnian Serb president, left a Swedish
prison and arrived in Belgrade after winning early release from
her sentence for committing war crimes.

Italy politician quits after sex scandal
Rome AP

A prominent opposition politician embroiled in a scandal over
his encounter with a transsexual prostitute resigned his
high-profile job Tuesday as head of the region that includes
Rome.

Piero Marrazzo has said he made mistakes and that he had
been living a ‘‘nightmare’’ since the encounter in July in a Rome
apartment. Four policemen have been arrested for allegedly
attempting to blackmail the 51-year-old Marrazzo, who is
married and has three daughters.

‘‘My personal condition of extreme suffering makes my stay
at the helm of the region not longer useful for the Lazio citizens,’’
Marrazzo said in a statement announcing his resignation.

Marrazzo said he wrote three checks to the alleged
blackmailers, although they weren’t cashed. He said he did not
go to the police out of fear and shame.

Fate of Kirkuk stalls Iraq poll law
Baghdad AP

A long-sought political consensus in Iraq over how to conduct
crucial upcoming elections fell apart Tuesday over the thorny
issue of the oil-rich city of Kirkuk, an Iraqi lawmaker said.

The new snag came as an al-Qaida-linked group claimed
responsibility for the twin suicide bombings in the heart of
Baghdad on Sunday that killed at least 155 people.

Many fear the deadlock over the new law will delay elections,
now slated for January, and open the door to renewed violence in
Iraq after it stepped back from the brink of civil war two years
ago.

Mahmoud Othman, a Kurdish lawmaker, said an emergency
proposal by the nation’s leaders to break the deadlock over the
election law had fallen apart over the fractious northern city
split between Arabs and Kurds.

Venezuela seizes Colombian ‘spies’
Caracas REUTERS

Venezuela said Tuesday it had captured Colombian security
agents it said planned to destabilize the government,
heightening tensions in the ongoing diplomatic row between the
Andean nations.

Venezuelan Deputy Foreign Minister Francisco Arias
Cardenas confirmed that there had been arrests, but did not
provide details or say how many Colombians were detained. He
said Venezuela would present evidence to support the charges.

Diplomatic and commercial ties between the South American
neighbors have been frayed before. Earlier this year, President
Hugo Chavez suspended relations and reduced trade over a
Colombian plan to allow U.S. troops to use seven of its bases.

Wayward pilots’ licenses revoked
Washington AP

U.S. government regulators have revoked the licenses of the two
airline pilots who flew an Airbus passenger jet past their
Minneapolis destination by 240 km last week.

The Federal Aviation Administration said Tuesday the
Northwest Airlines pilots had violated numerous regulations,
including failing to comply with air traffic control instructions
and clearances and operating carelessly and recklessly.

The pilots — First Officer Richard Cole and Captain Timothy
Cheney — told investigators they lost track of time and place
while working on their laptop computers.

Iran seeks to amend nuclear deal
Beirut LOS ANGELES TIMES

Iran will seek to amend a proposed deal it reached with the U.S.
and other major powers to ship the bulk of its nuclear material
overseas, state television reported Tuesday.

Iran will respond by Thursday to a proposal to transfer most
of its nuclear stockpile to Russia and France to be turned into
fuel for a Tehran medical reactor, but its counteroffer will
include ‘‘important adjustments,’’ said Iran’s state-controlled Al
Alam, citing unnamed sources.

The U.S., Russia, France and the International Atomic
Energy Agency last week signed off on a plan to transport the
bulk of Iran’s enriched uranium to Russia and France to be
further refined and shaped into fuel plates for the medical
reactor, which produces isotopes for cancer diagnoses and
treatment.

Israel fires rockets into Lebanon
Jerusalem AFP-JIJI

A Katyusha rocket fired from Lebanon hit northern Israel on
Tuesday night without causing casualties, prompting Israel to
retaliate with artillery, sources on both sides said.

The attack, which was not immediately claimed, was the
latest incident in growing cross-border tensions, and an Israeli
military spokeswoman laid ultimate blame on the Beirut
government.

The rocket landed in open ground east of the Israeli town of
Kiryat Shmona and started a fire but caused no serious damage,
sources said. A security source in Lebanon said eight rockets
fired from Israel then hit near the border village of Hula. There
were no immediate reports of casualties. At about the same
time, witnesses in Kiryat Shmona said Israeli artillery
retaliated by firing on southern Lebanon.

Police catch one-legged shoe thief
Brussels AP

Police say a one-legged suspect was caught after only one shoe
disappeared in a store in Belgium.

An amputee was an immediate suspect when a store
attendant found one shoe missing from a shop in the western
Belgian town of Maldegem.

Police spokesman Rik Decraemer said Monday authorities
were alerted and quickly found the man who fit the description
by shopkeepers. The shoe was also recovered.

Turkey, Japan: natural
allies, reliable partners
Sermet Atacanli
AMBASSADOR OF TURKEY TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

We are celebrating today the
86th anniversary of the procla-
mation of the Republic of Tur-
key on Oct. 29, 1923, under the
leadership of
Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, the
founder and
first president
of the republic.
On this special
day, we pay
tribute to Ata-
turk whose philosophy and
achievements remain a
source of inspiration for Tur-
key, and the world at large.

Today Turkey stands as an
embodiment of his ideals and
vision: a secular democracy,
an active member of the Euro-
pean and Euro-Atlantic com-

munity pursuing full member-
ship in the European Union,
and a dynamic market econo-
my supported by a vibrant pri-
vate sector and a young popu-
lation.

Since its establishment, the
Republic of Turkey has been
following a peaceful and con-
sistent foreign policy guided
by the principle ‘‘Peace at
Home and Peace Abroad’’ set
out by Ataturk. The primary
objective of Turkish foreign
policy is to help secure a
peaceful, prosperous, stable
and cooperative international
environment that is conducive
to human development at
home and abroad.

Turkey perceives Japan as
a natural ally and a reliable
partner in achieving these ob-
jectives. Turkey and Japan,

located on the eastern and
western edges of the Asian
continent, share the same ide-
als and common values such
as peace, democracy, human
rights, stability and prosperi-
ty for all humankind. Both
countries also have similar
approaches toward various in-
ternational issues.

Since the late 19th century,
beginning with the early con-
tacts between the Ottoman
and Meiji empires, Turkey
and Japan have enjoyed tradi-
tionally friendly relations. De-
spite the vast geographical
distance between the two
countries, the Turkish people
have always harbored a
strong sympathy, and a deep
respect for Japan and the Jap-
anese people. For Turkey, Ja-
pan represents a successful
combination of a great civili-
zation and tradition with re-
markable economic and tech-
nological achievements.
Many people in Turkey feel
that they can learn much from
the experience of Japan,
which has successfully mod-
ernized while maintaining its
unique culture.

A  s a symbol of the existing
friendship between the Turk-
ish and the Japanese peoples,
and to deepen the relations be-
tween the two countries, 2010
has been officially declared
the ‘‘Year of Japan’’ in Tur-
key. During the course of that
year, various cultural activi-
ties will be organized to intro-
duce the different aspects of
Japanese culture to the Turk-
ish people. Moreover, high-
level Japanese dignitaries are
expected to visit Turkey dur-
ing this period. I am certain
that these activities will not
only lead the Turkish people to
understand and appreciate
the richness of Japanese cul-
ture better but also help
strengthen the existing cor-
dial bonds between our coun-
tries.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of tourism in mutual un-
derstanding and friendship
between the two peoples, the
governments of Turkey and
Japan have designated 2010 as
‘‘Japan-Turkey Tourism Ex-
change Year.’’ At the cross-
roads of many cultures and

civilizations that brings the
East and West together, Tur-
key attracts millions of tour-
ists every year from all over
the world. In recent years, we
have happily witnessed a
steady increase in the number
of Japanese tourists visiting
Turkey. Among all others, es-
pecially Cappadocia, Pamuk-
kale and Istanbul have be-
come the favorite destinations
of our Japanese guests. Yet
Turkey has a lot more to offer.
Taking this opportunity, I
would like to invite all of our
Japanese friends to visit and
discover Turkey during the
2010 celebrations.

Intensifying our economic,
financial and commercial co-
operation with Japan will be
another priority for us in com-
ing years. Indeed, Turkey and
Japan have managed to estab-
lish strong relationships in
these fields in the last few de-
cades. During this period, Ja-

pan has contributed to a num-
ber of landmark development
projects in Turkey through
ODA loans and JICA has un-
dertaken important technical
assistance projects in Turkey.
Moreover, many leading Jap-
anese companies have invest-
ed in Turkey, and those invest-
ments have proven to be
greatly successful and mutu-
ally beneficial.

Yet Turkey, a ‘‘booming’’
economy, with a cumulative
GDP increase of 143 percent
between 2003 and 2008, and a
very young population and a
fast-growing domestic mar-
ket, centrally located between
Europe, Central Asia and the
Middle East, an important en-
ergy terminal and corridor
connecting East and West,
and having a liberal and re-
formist investment climate,
with a dynamic and mature
private sector, is calling for
more direct investments from

Japan.
I sincerely believe that Tur-

key and Japan, sharing the
same values and ideals, and
having common political and
economic interests, should de-
velop a firmer and more dy-
namic relationship in order to
address various challenges
that the international commu-
nity faces today. I have no
doubt that such intensified co-
operation between our nations
will not only benefit Turkey
and Japan, but also contribute
to international peace, harmo-
ny and prosperity.

With this conviction, in my
capacity as ambassador of
Turkey, I would like to reiter-
ate my commitment to con-
tribute to the further strength-
ening and development of the
ties of friendship and coopera-
tion between Turkey and Ja-
pan, and wish happiness and
continued prosperity to the
people of Japan.

Maiden’s Tower: Sitting on a small island in the Bosporus off
Istanbul, ‘‘Kiz Kulesi’’ dates back to 408 B.C. Used for
centuries as a lighthouse, the tower is home to a cafe and
restaurant with spectacular views of the former Roman,
Byzantine and Ottoman capital.

Religious masterpieces: The walls and vaults of Istanbul’s St. Sophia are decorated with
Byzantine mosaics.

Set in stone: The slopes of 2,134-meter-high Mount Nemrut in South Anatolia, Adiyaman, in
southeast Turkey, are littered with vast statues from the first century B.C.
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