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Angola national day

Angola — Working hard for a better, brighter futureAndre Panzo
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE REPUBLIC

OF ANGOLA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Today, Nov. 11, we celebrate
the 34th anniversary of the Re-
public of Angola as a sover-
eign country. It is indeed an
occasion of joy
and pride for all
Angolans, and
friends of Ango-
la as it marks
the end of cen-
turies of colo-
nial rule.

On this auspi-
cious and unparalleled occa-
sion it is a great pleasure and
honor to extend, on behalf of
His Excellency José Eduardo
dos Santos, president of the
Republic of Angola, the people
and government of Angola,
our best wishes for peace,
good health and prosperity to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, members of the Im-
perial family, the government
and the friendly people of Ja-
pan.

In the same token, I use the
opportunity to congratulate
the Emperor and Empress on
their golden wedding anniver-
sary, wishing them good
health and every success in all
their undertakings.
Stability, development

The Angolan people
achieved peace just over sev-
en years ago, since then deci-
sive steps have been taken to
consolidate peace, strengthen
democracy and national uni-
ty.

The results of the legislative
elections held in September

last year, overwhelmingly
won by MPLA, have clearly
shown and confirmed the An-
golan people’s confidence in
the government’s efforts to re-
build the country, and consoli-
date the cohesion among An-
golans. On the other hand, we
believe that the increase in
FDI inflow and the growing in-
terest of the world economy to-
ward Angola are also the re-
sult of the ever-greater credi-
bility gained by the
government through its ardu-
ous work.

As many other developing
nations, Angola is confronted
with many challenges in its fu-
ture development. Internally
it is committed to meet the de-
velopment aspirations of its
citizens in various areas such
as the consolidation of social
peace and stability, national
reconciliation, poverty reduc-
tion and infrastructure devel-
opment, among others.

In this context, seven years
after bringing to an end the
long-lasting war that ravaged
and destroyed the country’s
main infrastructure, the An-
golan government and its
hardworking people are fully
committed to work toward the
achievement of many goals
resulting from the task of re-
building the country’s social
network, namely:

* The consolidation of
peace, strengthening democ-
racy and national reconcilia-
tion;

* Strengthening the coun-
try’s institutional capacity
aimed at achieving significant
improvements in governance;

* Working toward the
achievement of high rates of
economic growth and the im-
provement of the quality of life
of citizens;

* Creating jobs to meet the
high demand of the people,
particularly of the fast-grow-
ing youth population;

* Urban development and
environment protection;

* Promotion and protection
of human rights; and

* Working toward a better
integration of the country in
international world affairs
and economic structures,
among others.

It is the conviction of the An-
golan authorities that after
having gone successfully
through many hardships in its
quest for development, by im-
plementing and achieving
these goals, the country will
certainly be among the win-
ners in the process of global-
ization in which everyone is
bound in this interconnected
world. Therefore, all the
means and resources to
achieve such a desirable reali-
ty are being mobilized.
Development prospects

The prevailing climate of
peace and stability is the re-
sult of the intelligent and real-
istic economic policy adopted
by the Angolan government, a
policy that made possible the

consolidation of macroeco-
nomic stability, and paved the
foundations for the rapid and
robust economic achieve-
ments that place the Angolan
economy among the econo-
mies with the highest growth
rates in the world. Judging by
the most recent macroeco-
nomic achievements, Angola
can therefore be regarded as
one of the few major emerging
markets in Africa.

It should be stressed that
the current economic growth
rate is not merely a result of
the growth of the oil industry,
though Angola remains, of
course, dependent on that
commodity, which is regarded
as the engine of its economy.
The high rates of economic
growth are also the visible re-
sult of the public investments
the government has been
making since the achievement
of peace and the re-establish-
ment of political stability in
the country. At the end of this
seven-year period of peace,
we are proud to note that the
investments have proven to be
worthy and fruitful.

Soon after the attainment of
peace and stability, the gov-
ernment embarked on an am-
bitious and accelerated Pro-
gram for Economic Recovery.
The program, whose aim was
to rehabilitate and modernize

the country’s productive infra-
structure and social facilities,
led to greater movement of
goods and people throughout
the country, as well as deci-
sively stimulated national and
foreign private investment,
which led to fundamental
structural changes in Angola’s
economy. It should be stressed
though, in this respect, that
since 2006, the gross domestic
product of the nonoil sector
has grown more rapidly than
that of the oil sector, which is a
positive indication of the di-
versification of Angola’s econ-
omy.

The correctness of the eco-
nomic policy adopted by the
Angolan authorities is clearly
proved by many facts, name-
ly:

* The successful macroeco-
nomic stabilization, which
kept stable the inflation rate
and the monetary situation;

* The national currency has
remained stable, playing its
role as a means of exchange
and reserve of value in a more
effective way;

* Between 1989 and 2008, a
19-year period, the Angolan
economy achieved an average
growth rate of 9 percent a
year;

* From 2004 to 2008, the
average annual growth rate
was about 17.4 percent, which
means an accumulated
growth of 102.2 percent in real
terms. That is to say that the
GDP more than doubled in
five years;

* In 2006, the growth rate of
the nonoil sector was 25.9 per-
cent, compared with 13.1 per-
cent achieved in the oil sector,
while in 2007, the growth rate
was 25.7 percent in the nonoil
sector against 20.4 percent in
the oil sector;

* In 2008, the growth rates
were 15 percent in the nonoil
sector against 12.3 percent in
the oil sector;

* The inflation rate has been
falling from year to year, reg-

istering rates close to 10 per-
cent in the past three years: 12
percent in 2006, 11.79 percent
in 2007 and 13.2 percent in
2008;

* Comparatively, it is wor-
thy to recall the annual accu-
mulated 3,000 percent hyper-
inflation registered in 1996, a
situation that was reversed
many years ago; and

* Through the government’s
economic policy achieve-
ments the inflation rate is ex-
pected to fall to single digits in
the next few years.

The Angolan authorities are
fully aware of their primary
and exclusive responsibility in
conducting the country’s desti-
ny in every sphere. Notwith-
standing, Angola is not a coun-
try closed to the outside world.
Since its independence Angola
has established, and enjoys
good and fruitful relations
with all countries in the world,
as well as with the Bretton
Woods institutions, namely,
the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank,
based on the universal guiding
principles of mutual respect
and understanding, real coop-
eration and a win-win ap-
proach.

Despite the prevailing in-
ternational financial crisis,
the Angolan authorities, un-
der the firm leadership of
President Dos Santos, are
striving to build a just, equi-
table and developed society,
in which hunger and extreme
poverty are targeted to be
eliminated; a society based
on equal opportunities for all
citizens, with special empha-
sis on human development
and fair distribution of na-
tional income, so as to ensure
political and social stability.
A society that guarantees to
every family proper housing,
clean water, electric power,
education and health-care
services, and other public
benefits that contribute to so-
cial well-being.

Even though the fact that
the goal is a very ambitious
one, the Angolan government
is convinced, and strongly be-
lieves that through an eco-
nomic and social policy that
establishes the right priori-
ties, and with the full involve-

ment of all the people, it will
keep fighting for the society
that its people believe in.
Therefore, investing in human
capital, and in the rehabilita-
tion of economic and social in-
frastructures is a key element
of the strategy leading the
country to be one of the big
winners.

In this context, many major
undertakings are under way,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

President of the Republic
of Angola José Eduardo
dos Santos

Liquid gold: The oil industry is regarded as the engine of
Angola’s economy.

Offshore: Floating oil production, storage and offloading
platforms EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA
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Obama not decided on surge: White House
Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The White House on Monday
denied President Barack Oba-
ma has come to a decision on
sending U.S. reinforcements
to Afghanistan amid mounting
speculation he had made up
his mind on a troop buildup.

‘‘Reports that President
Obama has made a decision
about Afghanistan are abso-
lutely false,’’ James Jones,
U.S. national security adviser,
said in a statement.

‘‘He has not received final
options for his consideration,
he has not reviewed those op-
tions with his national security
team, and he has not made any
decisions about resources,’’
said Jones, a retired general.

‘‘Reports to the contrary are
completely untrue and come
from uninformed sources.’’

Citing unnamed officials,
McClatchy newspapers re-
ported over the weekend that
Obama is leaning toward
sending more than 30,000
troops, and CBS television re-
ported Monday evening that
the president has ‘‘tentative-
ly’’ decided on deploying close
to 40,000.

The reports cited three
combat brigades as part of the

buildup as well as support
troops, and an additional con-
tingent for training Afghan se-
curity forces.

Defense officials acknowl-
edge three combat brigades
will be available for a possible

troop buildup, including one
drawn from the 10th Mountain
Division based at Fort Drum
in New York state.

That brigade was earlier
scheduled to deploy to Iraq in
January but has been told to

stay put pending new orders.
A brigade from the 101st

Airborne Division in Kentucky
and a brigade of marines will
also be available. Army bri-
gades are about 3,500 to 5,000
troops each, while a marine
brigade comes to about 8,000.

Speculation on Obama’s de-
cision has increasingly fo-
cused not on whether he will
send more troops, but on how
many forces he will deploy in
response to a request for his
commander for tens of thou-
sands of reinforcements.

In the latest indication Oba-
ma appears to be moving to-
ward a troop increase, Gen.
George Casey, the U.S. Army
chief of the staff, said Sunday
that he supports sending in re-
inforcements as requested by
the commander, Gen. Stanley
McChrystal.

‘‘I believe that we need to
put additional forces into Af-
ghanistan to give Gen.
McChrystal the ability to both
dampen the successes of the
Taliban while we train the Af-
ghan security forces,’’ Casey
told NBC’s ‘‘Meet the Press.’’

Casey’s view carries partic-
ular weight as he has voiced
concern over the strain on the
army from repeated deploy-
ments in two wars.

Brown sorry for error-filled letter
London AFP-JIJI

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has apologized to the mother of
a soldier killed in Afghanistan after she accused him of disrespect in a
sloppily written letter of condolence, his office said Monday.

Jacqui Janes, whose son Jamie, 20, of the 1st Battalion The
Grenadier Guards, was killed by an explosion in Afghanistan in
October, received a hand-written note from Brown that began
‘‘Dear Mrs. James.’’

‘‘He couldn’t even be bothered to get our family name right.
That made me so angry,’’ Janes told The Sun newspaper. ‘‘Then I
saw he had scribbled out a mistake in Jamie’s name.

‘‘The very least I would expect from Gordon Brown is to get his
name right. The letter was scrawled so quickly I could hardly even
read it and some of the words were half-finished. It’s just
disrespectful.’’

Reacting to the row, Brown’s official spokesman said the
premier was ‘‘mortified.’’

‘‘As soon as the prime minister was told about this he
personally contacted the mother to make absolutely clear that he
never meant any offense,’’ said the spokesman.

Brown also underlined ‘‘his deepest sympathy for her, his
complete admiration and thanks for the bravery and sacrifice of
her son and he said he would do whatever he could to help her at
this most difficult of times.’’

The spokesman added: ‘‘The prime minister’s handwriting is
somewhat unique’’ and ‘‘can be capable of being misinterpreted.’’

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Iran charges U.S. hikers with spying
Tehran AP

Iran accused three detained Americans of spying Monday,
signaling Tehran intends to put them on trial. It drew a sharp
U.S. response that the charges are baseless because the hikers
strayed across the border from Iraq.

The announcement comes as Washington and Tehran are
deadlocked in negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program, raising
concern that the three could be used as bargaining chips in the
talks or to seek the return of Iranians they say are missing.

The U.S government says the three were innocent tourists on
an adventure hike in northern Iraq and accidentally crossed into
Iran, where they were arrested July 31.

Miliband turns down EU job: BBC
London AP

British Foreign Secretary David Miliband has turned down the
chance to become the European Union’s envoy to the rest of the
world, the British Broadcasting Corp. reported Monday.

The public broadcaster said Miliband ruled himself out of the
race to become the EU’s foreign representative i  n a  
conversation with former Danish Prime Minister Poul Nyrup
Rasmussen on Sunday.

Miliband had been mentioned as a possible contender for the
new post of European foreign minister, a job created by the
recently ratified Lisbon Treaty.

Stem cells repair rats’ brain function
Washington AFP-JIJI

Human embryonic stem cells may one day be used to help people
recover abilities to learn and remember that are lost after radiation
treatment for brain tumors, experiments on rats suggest.

In a study published Monday in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, researchers found that
transplanted stem cells in rats restored learning and memory
within four months of radiotherapy.

Irradiated rats that did not receive stem cells suffered a more
than 50 percent loss in cognitive function, according to the study
by researchers at the University of California at Irvine.

‘‘Our findings provide the first evidence that such cells can be
used to ameliorate radiation-induced damage of healthy tissue
in the brain,’’ said Charles Limoli, the study’s senior author.

Denmark ups immigrant payouts
Copenhagen AFP-JIJI

Denmark has agreed to increase tenfold the amount of money
offered to immigrants who return home permanently to 100,000
kroner ($20,172), officials said Monday.

The center-right minority government reached an agreement
with its key ally, the far-right Danish People’s Party, on the
issue late Sunday as part of their 2010 budget negotiations.

According to the Refugee, Immigrant and Integration Ministry,
some 2,524 people have voluntarily left Denmark since 1997 when
the repatriation program was introduced. Most of them were from
the former Yugoslavia, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Somalia and Turkey.

Immigrants represent 7.3 percent of Denmark’s population of
5.5 million, including 4.5 percent from non-Western countries.

Dead woman buried after 30 years
London AFP-JIJI

A British woman who died in Saudi Arabia more than 30 years
ago was finally given her funeral Monday after her father
relented in his bid to prove she was murdered.

Helen Smith, a 23-year-old nurse, died in May 1979 when she
apparently fell from a sixth-floor balcony in the port of Jeddah in
Saudi Arabia. Her father, former police officer Ron Smith, refused
to believe official reports that her death was an accident and would
not allow her body to be released from a mortuary for burial.

The official report said she had attended an illegal drinks
party and was found dead in the street the following day along
with a male party guest. Police said the couple fell to their
deaths while having sex.

The nurse’s body was held in a mortuary in Leeds, northern
England, for what is believed to be the longest time that a body
has not been buried in Britain.

Crumbs shut down atom smasher
Geneva AFP-JIJI

A peckish bird knocked out the world’s biggest atom smasher by
causing a chain reaction with a piece of bread, the European
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) said Monday.

Bits of a French loaf dropped on an external electrical power
supply caused a short circuit last week, triggering fail-safe
devices that shut down part of the cooling system of the giant
experiment to probe the secrets of the universe, CERN said.

The system was restored several hours after the incident last
Tuesday while the multibillion-dollar Large Hadron Collider
was barely affected, a spokeswoman said.

‘‘The bird escaped unharmed but lost its bread,’’ CERN said.

Saudi strikes
a warning to
Iran, Yemen
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Paul Handley
Riyadh
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Saudi Arabia’s assault on reb-
els in northwest Yemen is a
warning to Iran against med-
dling and to embattled Yemen
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
to get his house in order, ana-
lysts said Monday.

Riyadh has resorted to
overt air and artillery shelling
and deployed ground troops
against the Huthi rebels inside
Yemen’s borders during the
past week after the rebels
killed a Saudi border guard
and occupied two small villag-
es in a relatively minor cross-
border incursion.

It marked a sharp change to
Saudi Arabia’s low-key and
noninterventionist foreign pol-
icy and was undertaken with
deliberation to deal with a lo-
cal problem that Riyadh felt
might take on regional dimen-
sions, analysts said.

Riyadh ‘‘has lived with in-
stability on the border in Ye-
men for quite a while,’’ said
University of Vermont profes-
sor Gregory Gause, a special-
ist in gulf security issues.

‘‘The Saudis are sending a
signal. . .  . My sense is that
they have decided that this is
part of the Iranian effort to in-
crease their influence in the
region,’’ he said.

Riyadh had quietly assisted
Yemen forces in their three-
month old Operation Scorched
Earth against the Shiite Zai-
dis, known as Huthis, accord-
ing to security experts.

But the launch of F-15 sor-
ties and artillery barrages tar-
geting Huthi camps in Ye-
men’s northwest Saada Prov-
ince showed Saudi concerns
that Saleh’s weakening gov-
ernment is leaving a gap for
his other challengers, seces-
sionists in the south and a po-
tent local branch of al-Qaida.

‘‘Yemen is Saudi Arabia’s
primary security concern,’’
said Chris Boucek of the Car-
negie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace, a Washington
think tank. ‘‘The rapidly dete-
riorating security and stabili-
ty situation in the country
threatens Saudi Arabia first
and foremost. The longer the
war in Saada goes on, the
greater the risks.’’

The lengthy, porous border
between the two countries is a
regular headache for Saudi
Arabia. It regularly seizes
large amounts of drugs, illicit
alcohol and weapons being
smuggled into the country.

There is also a huge and

easy flow of people across the
frontier, mostly seeking work
but also, as shown in recent
months, by Yemen-based al-
Qaida operatives plotting at-
tacks in Saudi Arabia.

On Oct. 13, Saudi security of-
ficials killed two wanted mili-
tants in Jizan who had smug-
gled weapons, explosives a n d
suicide vests in from Yemen.

Saudis have been disap-
pointed in the Saleh’s inability
to neutralize the Huthis after
five years of conflict. Accord-
ing to the respected security
report Gulf States Newsletter
(GSN), Riyadh has been con-
tributing $1.2 million a month
as well as field intelligence to
Operation Scorched Earth.

GSN said that Saudi artil-
lery and helicopter gunships
were used on Oct. 19 for the
first time to strike at Huthis on
the border.

‘‘Our feeling is that they are
not hugely powerful,’’ Jon
Marks, GSN editorial direc-
tor, said of the rebels. ‘‘They
have managed to keep the war
going. They more reflect Sa-
leh’s weakness.’’

Marks said Riyadh’s launch
of air attacks this week ‘‘might
be an overreaction to one epi-
sode, but it is a clear signal
from Saudi Arabia that they
have had enough.’’

‘‘There has been a growing
amount of disillusion on Saleh’s
ability to govern,’’ he added.

But it is also a part of a bigger
picture of ‘‘a shift to a new Cold
War’’ between Saudi Arabia and
its allies and Iran, he said.

Saudi Arabia and some Gulf
states fear Iran will use the
Huthi situation to stir up more
trouble, Marks said.

San‘a has accused Iran of
supporting the Huthis, and in
October announced it had cap-
tured five Iranians attempting
to smuggle a boatload of weap-
ons to them.

In recent months Saudi me-
dia with close government ties
have warned that Tehran is try-
ing to make inroads into Ri-
yadh’s backyard.

‘‘Iran is poised on the south-
ern border of the Arabian Gulf
countries after having swal-
lowed Lebanon to the north and
settled in the veins of the
wounded Iraqi state,’’ wrote
Mshari al-Zaydi in Al Sharq al-
Awsat, which has close links to
the Saudi government.

But while Iranian media
has regularly shown sympa-
thy for the Huthis, evidence of
direct support from Tehran is
very thin, analysts say.

‘‘They maybe give some
money. But the Iranians know
their limitations,’’ said a Saudi
government adviser.

Rivals form Lebanese
unity government
Beirut
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

After several months of dead-
lock, Lebanon’s rival political
camps agreed to a unity gov-
ernment Monday that in-
cludes U.S.-backed Prime
Minister Saad Hariri and Hez-
bollah, a Shiite Muslim politi-
cal party and militia that the
United States considers a ter-
rorist organization.

Resolution of Lebanon’s po-
litical crisis could ease region-
al tensions between U.S.-
backed Sunni Arab states on
the one hand and Iran and Syr-
ia, which back Hezbollah, on
the other. But the question of
Hezbollah’s arsenal — which
is in violation of U.N. Security
Council resolutions — proba-
bly will remain unresolved in
the short term.

Israel last week seized what
it claimed were weapons for
Hezbollah from Iran that were
found aboard a vessel bound
for Lebanon, a charge Hezbol-
lah denied.

Israel and Hezbollah fought
a war in 2006 that ended incon-
clusively but led to increased
demands for the militia’s dis-
armament. Amid a recent
spike in rocket attacks and
mysterious explosions along
the Israeli-Lebanese border,
some worry that another war
between Hezbollah and Israel
is looming.

Lebanon is made up of a ka-
leidoscope of religious com-
munities divided politically in-
to two camps — one led by
Hezbollah and the other by Ha-

riri, who is close to Saudi Ara-
bia as well as the U.S.

Hariri, a Sunni, and his
Christian allies defeated a Hez-
bollah-led coalition in June 7
elections, but he ultimately
agreed to give the opposition
the Cabinet seats it had de-
manded, including the Tele-
communications Ministry.

Lebanon has long been a
battleground for regional pow-
ers. The government deal
came days after the ruler of
Qatar — the oil-rich Persian
Gulf state that brokered a 2008
truce between Lebanon’s rival
camps — met with Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmad-
inejad and Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei in Tehran. It al-
so followed signs of easing ten-
sions between Saudi Arabia
and Syria.

But many predict that the
new government will lack the
credibility or authority to
make any decisive moves,
whether on the issue of Hezbol-
lah’s weapons or on such mun-
dane matters as the country’s
sky-high cell phone rates.

‘‘If the government took this
long to form, it will be a slug-
gish one in terms of decision-
making,’’ said Paul Salem, a
Beirut-based Middle East ex-
pert at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace,
a Washington think tank.

‘‘This government is beyond
a government of rivals,’’ he
said. ‘‘It is more like a govern-
ment of enemies, and the op-
position inside the govern-
ment will likely fight . .  . at ev-
ery turn.’’

Better, brighter future
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

namely:
* Thousands of kilometers

of roads have been built in re-
cent years, which has in-
creased the flow of people and
goods throughout the country,
and strengthened national co-
hesion;

* The modernization and ex-
pansion of the country’s ports,
airports, rail networks and
other major infrastructure;

* The expansion and devel-
opment of electric power pro-
duction and distribution grid
through numerous projects
ranging from large-scale ones
like dams to smaller mini-hy-
droelectric schemes;

* The expansion and devel-
opment of telecommunica-
tions based on the most mod-
ern technology;

* The development of large-
scale agricultural projects,
like irrigation schemes to-
ward an integrated rural de-
velopment;

* The creation of special
economic zones and industrial
centers intended to develop
agro-industrial production
and urban development. This
is strongly believed to be the
most effective way to ensure
that public and private invest-
ments play an important role
in the establishment of an
economy of scale by increas-
ing production and operation-
al efficiency with the aim to
reduce the prices of the com-
modities; and

* The expansion of the
school network by construct-
ing many elementary and sec-
ondary schools, the comple-
tion of one new University
City, and many health-care
centers and hospitals as a way
to extend the social facilities
network all over the country.
Strategic partnership

With the Angolan govern-
ment mobilizing all its efforts
and means to rebuild the en-
tire social and economic infra-
structure massively des-
troyed during the war, I can-
not think or expect a different
role by the government of Ja-
pan as well as the Japanese
private sector. As Japan is one
of the major and visible key
players in world affairs, we
expect it to play a visible and
very important role in financ-
ing projects, and providing
technical assistance in the
complex endeavor of rebuild-
ing the country’s infrastruc-
ture, peace consolidation and
poverty reduction.

Angola and Japan have en-
joyed a very warm and cordial
friendship since Angola’s inde-
pendence. The two govern-
ments share many ideas and
common values regarding
peace, security, human

rights, democracy, the rule of
the law, climate change and
other values.

We are pleased to note that
despite the ongoing financial
crisis, the Japanese govern-
ment is committed to pursuing
the full implementation of the
recommendations of TICAD
IV enshrined in the Yokohama
Action Plan, addressing de-
velopmental issues for Africa.
We believe that by doing so the
Japanese government will not
only be playing a key role in
the development of Africa, but
more than that will be playing
an important role in strength-
ening the most wanted cooper-
ation between the developed
world and the developing
countries.

I feel the occasion timely to
congratulate the Japanese au-
thorities on the successful
Aug. 30 election, wishing them
every success in their future
endeavors. We are looking for-
ward to witnessing the fulfill-
ment of the expressed inten-
tions to strengthen social poli-
cies and further contribute to
the solution of some global
challenges.

To the many companies
who had the opportunity to ex-
press their greetings to the An-
golan people, namely, Sojitz
Corp., Sumitomo Corp., Ajo-
co, Toyota Tsusho Corp., Ma-
rubeni Corp., Komatsu, Raito
Kogyo Co., Ecoh Corp., Toa
Corp., among others, I would
like to take the occasion to ex-
press our deep appreciation
and gratitude for their cooper-
ation, friendship and under-
standing.

I would like to use this hap-
py and timely occasion to re-
new our invitation to the Japa-
nese business community to
take advantage of the prevail-
ing business opportunities and
peaceful environment to in-
vest in the Angolan market.
Knowing the high expertise of
the Japanese companies in
various fields, I am confident
that the Angolan economy of-
fers them many unique busi-
ness opportunities.

To all my countrymen who
have chosen this great country
to pursue their business activi-
ties or studies I would also like
to express my warm greet-
ings, wishing them good
health and success in all their
undertakings.

Last but not least, I would
like to thank The Japan Times
for giving me the opportunity
to inform its distinguished
readers about some of the
most recent events and pro-
vide an overview of some of
Angola’s achievements.

Thank you very much and
let’s meet in Angola so that we
can talk about business.

On the road to Cabo Ledo: Thousands of kilometers of
highways have been built in Angola in recent years,
increasing the flow of people and goods, and strengthening
national cohesion. EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

Breathtaking: The Tundavala Crevice near Lubango, Huila
province

NORTHERN IRELAND’S ‘BERLIN WALL’ 

A member of a cross-community group sits in front of a graffiti-daubed ‘‘peace line’’ during a ceremony in west Belfast on
Monday marking the 20th anniversary of the collapse of the Berlin Wall. Walls dubbed peace lines were erected during the
province’s ‘‘troubles’’ of the recent past to separate Catholics and Protestants. REUTERS
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