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‘One warhead a year’ Iran plant could be ready by 2011
Vienna
AP

------------------------------------------

Iranian construction of a pre-
viously secret uranium en-
richment site is at an ad-
vanced stage, with high-tech
equipment already in place at
the fortified facility ahead of
its 2011 startup, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
said in a report Monday.

The revelation of the exis-
tence of the underground plant
known as Fordo, near the holy
city of Qom, has heightened
concerns of other possible un-
declared Iranian facilities
that are not subject to IAEA
oversight and therefore could
be used for military purposes.

In Washington, State Depart-
ment spokesman Ian Kelly said
the IAEA report ‘‘underscores
that Iran still refuses to comply
fully with its international nu-
clear obligations.’’

The IAEA report offered no
estimate of Fordo’s capabili-
ties, but a senior international
official familiar with the U.N.
agency’s work in Iran said it

appeared designed to produce
about 1 ton of enriched urani-
um a year.

The official, as well as ana-
lysts, said that would be
enough for a nuclear warhead
but too little for Iran’s civilian
reactors that have yet to come
online, including the still un-
finished plant at the southern
port of Bushehr. The official
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because the information he
was citing was confidential.

‘‘It won’t (even) be able to
produce a reactor’s worth of
fuel every 90 years, but it will
be able to produce one bomb a
year,’’ said Ivan Oelrich, vice
president of the Strategic Se-
curity Program of the Federa-
tion of American Scientists.
‘‘It does look strange.’’

The IAEA also said produc-
tion at Iran’s main enrichment
site at Natanz — revealed by
dissidents in 2002 and under
IAEA monitoring — was stag-
nating at mid-2009 levels.

The report did not offer a
reason. But the official sug-
gested that experts who used

to work at Natanz could be
preoccupied with finishing the
Fordo site.

As early as three years ago,
Iran had said immediate plans
for Natanz were to install
about 8,000 enriching centri-
fuges, and Monday’s report
suggested Tehran had
reached that goal.

The IAEA summary said
that as of Nov. 2, about 8,600
centrifuges had been set up,
but only about 4,000 were en-
riching — or 600 fewer than in
September. Still, the official
said output had been steady
since June with about 100 kg of
enriched uranium being pro-
duced a month.

The report said Natanz had
churned out nearly 1,800 kg of
uranium by Nov. 2 — close to
what experts consider to be
needed for two nuclear weap-
ons. But for use as warhead
material it would have to en-
riched further — it is now low-
enriched uranium suitable on-
ly for fueling nuclear plants.

Iran insists it only wants to
enrich uranium to make fuel

to power nuclear reactors for
civilian purposes, but fears
that it could at some point use
the technology to make weap-
ons has resulted in three sets
of U.N. Security Council sanc-
tions meant to pressure Teh-
ran into freezing the activity.

The restricted document,
which was obtained by The As-
sociated Press, also noted that
‘‘for well over a year,’’ Iran
had stonewalled IAEA efforts
to investigate allegations it ac-
tively worked on a nuclear
weapons program.

Unless Tehran has a change
of heart, the IAEA ‘‘will not be
i  n a position to provide credi-
ble assurances about the ab-
sence of undeclared nuclear
material and activities.’’

The report’s main focus was
Fordo, a highly fortified un-
derground space. Iran told the
IAEA only in September that
it was building the facility,
leading U.S., British and
French leaders to denounce
Tehran for keeping it secret.
IAEA inspectors visited the
plant last month and the re-
port noted ‘‘an advanced stage
of construction,’’ with support
equipment, piping and electri-
cal wiring for centrifuges al-
ready in place.

The report said the revela-
tion of Fordo’s existence
‘‘gives rise to questions about
whether there were any other
nuclear facilities in Iran
which had not been declared’’
to IAEA.

The senior official said that
as of Monday, Iran had failed
to respond to a Nov. 6 IAEA
letter asking for assurance

Iran was not actively plan-
ning to build any other nucle-
ar facilities.

But Iran says it fulfilled its
legal obligations when it re-
vealed the plant’s construc-
tion, although IAEA chief Mo-
hamed ElBaradei has said
Tehran was ‘‘outside the law’’
and should have informed his
agency when Iran decided to
build it.

Nations suspicious of Iran
believe it decided to tell the
IAEA only after Tehran be-
came convinced the plant’s ex-
istence had been noted by for-
eign intelligence services and
was about to be revealed by
Western leaders.

A senior Western official
recently told reporters that
Fordo appeared too small to
house a civilian nuclear pro-
gram but large enough for
military activities.

Monday’s report — pre-
pared for next week’s meeting
of the IAEA’s 35-nation board
— did not address the issue of
size or function beyond saying
the Fordo facility would house

about 3,000 centrifuges, which
the senior international offi-
cial said could turn out about
just over a ton of enriched ura-
nium annually.

The report cited Iranian offi-
cials as suggesting Fordo was
built covertly ‘‘as a result of the
augmentation of threats of mili-
tary attacks against Iran’’ — an
allusion to past U.S. and Israeli
suggestions that force could not
be ruled out as a possible last
resort to stop Tehran’s nuclear
defiance.

Reports Monday from Mos-
cow cast more doubt on Iran’s
case that it needed to build up
its nuclear fuel enrichment ca-
pacity through facilities such
as Fordo and Natanz.

Officials in Russia and Iran
had previously announced
plans to turn on the Bushehr
reactor, giving Iran its first
operating nuclear power plant
decades after construction be-
gan. But Russian Energy Min-
ister Sergei Shmatko told Rus-
sian media that ‘‘the launch it-
self will not happen’’ in that
time frame.

U.K. jails turn blind eye
to radicals’ recruitment
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Two of Britain’s most high-
profile Muslim extremists
have been given free rein to re-
cruit fellow inmates in prison
and are spreading propagan-
da from behind bars, a think
tank founded by two former Is-
lamic radicals said Monday.

London-based Quilliam
Foundation said in a report
that Muslim cleric Abu Qata-
da — once described as Osama
bin Laden’s ambassador in
Europe — managed to smug-
gle out extremist propaganda
from prison with the help of
visitors, who then spread his
message on the Internet.

It said that another radical
preacher, Abu Hamza al-Masri
— the one-eyed, hook-handed
cleric whose extradition is be-
ing sought by the United States
— was able to hold sermons
through the pipes that link cells.
It said another inmate used his
allotted phone calls to speak to
an Islamic TV station.

Britain holds convicted ter-
rorists in several high-security
prisons, including Belmarsh
prison in London. A Ministry of
Justice spokeswoman said the
conditions under which they are
held depend on individual cases.
In a statement reacting to the
report, the ministry said British
prisons are ‘‘extremely skilled
in managing all challenging and
dangerous criminals.’’

James Brandon, the report’s
author, said the government
needs to create a specialized
deradicalization center that
can ‘‘deprogram’’ extremists —
a practice that has seen some
success in Egypt and Yemen.

‘‘We need to take leading ex-
tremists out of the main-
stream prison population and
to make sure they don’t radi-
calize other people,’’ he said.

The report said most prison
staff lack the training to recog-
nize or tackle Islamist extrem-
ists — sometimes treating them
as representatives of all Muslim
prisoners and even allowing
them to lead Friday prayers.

The report is based largely
on the testimony of prisoners,
smuggled out by their support-
ers. It said there are now
around 100 Muslims held in
British prisons on charges re-
lating to Islamist terrorism, but
provided no statistics on how
many people have converted to
Islam while in prison.

Maha Azzam, a specialist in
Islam at Chatham House, said
the report’s claims may be ex-
aggerated and could spark
further distrust of the Muslim
community in the U.K.

‘‘What’s clearly happening
is that there is anger within
prisons and Muslims feel they
are picked on — this is also
happening outside prisons.
But will they go on to be terror-
ists? I don’t really think so,’’
Azzam said.

Embattled U.K. leader offers to host meeting

Brown eyes deal
next year to start
troop drawdown
London/Kabul
AFP-JIJI, LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

Foreign forces in Afghanistan
are ‘‘disrupting and disabling’’
al-Qaida’s leadership, Prime
Minister Gordon Brown said
Monday in a strong defense of
Britain’s involvement in the
conflict.

Brown also offered to host
an international conference in
London early next year on Af-
ghanistan to possibly set a
time frame for foreign troops
to hand over their security du-
ties to Afghan forces starting
as early as 2010.

‘‘I have offered London as a
venue in the new year,’’ he said
in a speech.

‘‘I want that conference to
chart a comprehensive politi-
cal framework within which
the military strategy can be
accomplished.

‘‘It should identify a process
for transferring district by
district to full Afghan control
and if at all possible set a time-
table for transfer starting in
2010,’’ he said.

Brown had referred to Jan-
uary for the international con-
ference in excerpts of his
speech released earlier in the
day.

The proposal comes as the
international mission grows
unpopular in some of the 42
countries that make up the
100,000-strong foreign contin-
gent in Afghanistan, including
65,000 from the NATO-led In-
ternational Security Assis-
tance Force.

Brown, tipped to lose Brit-
ain’s general election next
year to the opposition, is fac-
ing mounting pressure over
the country’s involvement in
the war amid waning public
support as British casualties
mount.

Five soldiers were shot
dead earlier this month by a
‘‘rogue’’ Afghan policeman
they were helping to train —
marking a low point of Brit-
ain’s involvement in the eight-
year conflict.

Seeking to smooth over a
key point of contention in ad-
vance of President Hamid

Karzai’s inauguration this
week, senior Afghan officials
Monday unveiled what they
described as tough new anti-
corruption measures.

With the Afghan leader
poised to be sworn in Thurs-
day for a second five-year
term, the West has been put-
ting pressure on Karzai to in-

stitute swift reforms or face a
loss of international support.
Recent days have brought
criticism from U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton and Brown, both of whom
suggested that future aid to
Karzai’s government could be
tied to his efforts to move deci-
sively against corruption.

In apparent response to the
growing international pres-
sure, Afghanistan’s chief jus-
tice, interior minister, justice
minister, security chief and
attorney general appeared at
a joint news conference to an-
nounce the launch of a major-
crime task force and a new
anticorruption unit.

The ambassadors to Britain
and the United States also at-
tended the briefing, in what
appeared to be a gesture
aimed at demonstrating soli-
darity in the anticorruption
fight but also providing an im-
plicit warning to the Karzai
camp of the consequences of
failure to act.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

U.S. eyes huge mammogram changes
Chicago REUTERS

Sweeping new U.S. breast cancer guidelines released Monday
recommend against routine mammograms for women in their 40s,
but several groups immediately rebelled against the proposal.

The new guidelines by the U.S. Preventive Services Task
Force, an influential panel of independent experts, will sharply
curtail the number of breast mammograms done in the United
States, sparing women the worry of false alarms and the cost
and trouble of extra tests.

U.S. cancer experts argued the altered schedule may mean
more women will die from breast cancer.

The guidelines, published in the Annals of Internal Medicine,
are based largely on computer projections from six independent
research groups in the United States and Europe.

They predicted that screening women 50 to 69 every other
year will catch nearly as many breast cancers — 81 percent —
while producing half as many false positive results.

El Salvador honors slain priests
San Salvador REUTERS

El Salvador on Monday honored six Jesuit priests killed by the
army 20 years ago in one of the most notorious atrocities of the
country’s long and vicious civil war.

Leftist President Mauricio Funes, the first leader from a
party of former Cold War rebels that fought in the conflict,
granted the priests El Salvador’s highest honor posthumously.

U.S.-backed soldiers shot the priests at their home at a local
university on the night of Nov. 16, 1989, to silence their strong
criticism of rights abuses committed by the army during the
12-year civil war that ended in 1992.

‘Unfriend’ wins word of year title
New York REUTERS

‘‘Unfriend’’ has been named the word of the year by the New
Oxford American Dictionary, chosen from a list of finalists with
a tech-savvy bent. Unfriend was defined as a verb that means to
remove someone as a ‘‘friend’’ on a social networking site.

Other words deemed finalists for 2009 by the book’s publisher,
Britain’s Oxford University Press, came from other technological
trends, the economy, and political and current affairs.

In technology, there was ‘‘hashtag,’’ which is the hash sign added
to a word or phrase that lets Twitter users search for tweets
similarly tagged; ‘‘intexticated’’ for when people are distracted by
texting while driving; and ‘‘sexting,’’ which is the sending of
sexually explicit SMS messages and pictures by cell phone.

Finalists from economics included ‘‘freemium,’’ meaning a
business model in which some basic services are provided for free,
and ‘‘funemployed,’’ referring to people taking advantage of newly
unemployed status to have fun or pursue other interests.

U.S. to make rare ICC appearance
Nairobi AP

The United States will attend an annual meeting of the
International Criminal Court, a body it has so far refused to
participate in, the U.S. envoy for war crimes said Monday.

Stephen Rapp said the U.S. will for the first time be an
observer at this year’s meeting of countries that have ratified
the treaty setting up the Hague-based court.

‘‘Our government has now made the decision that Americans will
return to engagement with the ICC,’’ Rapp said. The U.S. is also
considering how it will cooperate with the court in future, he said.

The ICC is the first permanent global court set up to try
individuals for genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes when national courts are unable or unwilling to do so.

French robber surrenders in Monaco
Monaco AFP-JIJI

A French security van driver who became an Internet folk hero
after making off with millions rode a motorbike up to a Monaco
police station Monday and handed himself in, officials said.

Toni Musulin told astonished officers in the wealthy
Mediterranean city state that he was the man French police
were hunting for stealing 49 sacks of cash from his own vehicle in
the city of Lyon nearly two weeks ago.

The unshaven 39-year-old turned up, in a confused and
fatigued state, with a rented motorbike but minus the ¤2 million
($3 million) still missing after the daring Nov. 5 heist.

Berlusconi trial put off till January
Milan AP

The trial of Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi on a tax
fraud charge reopened Monday after a year, but was
immediately adjourned until January to allow him to attend.

Berlusconi was busy with a global food summit in Rome and
did not attend the hearing in a Milan courtroom. His lawyers
said he would be unavailable for the trial until Jan. 18.

Berlusconi has declared his intention to attend the trial since
Italy’s highest court last month threw out as unconstitutional an
immunity law shielding him from trial while in office.

Hard life: Children eat a pomegranate at a slum in Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul, on Sunday. AP

Latvia national day

Latvia-Japan: a new level of cooperation
Peteris Vaivars
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

------------------------------------------

It is a great honor for me to ad-
dress the readers of The Japan
Times and the
people of Japan
on this very
special occa-
sion of the 91st
anniversary of
the Proclama-
tion of Indepen-
dence on Nov.
18, 1918.

On behalf of the people of
Latvia and President H.E.
Valdis Zatlers, allow me to ex-
press our deepest respect to
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, Prime Minister Yu-
kio Hatoyama and the people
of Japan. The historic visit by
the Emperor and Empress to
Latvia in 2007 remains bright
in the memories of our people.

This year, the three Baltic
States, especially Latvia,
made headlines in internation-
al and Japanese media as an
illustration of the negative ef-
fects of the global crisis. A re-
cession always follows periods
of rapid economic growth.
Latvia was indeed such a case
for our GDP increased sixfold
in the period between 1995 and
2008, recording double-digit
growth in 2005, 2006 and 2007.

Now we are facing grave chal-
lenges with tough tasks such
as salary cuts, the need for in-
ternational loans and increas-
ing unemployment, but we are
certain that Latvia will come
out of recession successfully
in the next few years.

To explain this certainty in
a few words, our location gives
us a unique advantage in the
international market. Latvia
is located in the northern part
of Europe just below Finland,
and in the middle of the three
Baltic States of Estonia, Lat-
via and Lithuania. We are at
the historical trading cross-
roads connecting Scandina-
via, Western Europe and CIS
markets.

Our people’s intrinsic char-
acteristics are attention to de-
tail, patience and diligence.
Will for independence, free-
dom, change and prosperity
are our values. Geographical-
ly, we are one of the closest
countries to Japan within the
European Union and we also
consider ourselves to be close
to Japan in our mentality. If
any of you visit Latvia, we are
very confident that you will
feel comfortable and at home
in our country.

2009 was a remarkable
year in tourism for Latvia,
despite numerous obstacles
such as the spread of the new

type of influenza and the re-
cession. Together with our
Japanese partners, we were
able to operate our first-ever
direct charter flights from
Tokyo to Riga, the capital of
Latvia, carrying Japanese
tourists to all three Baltic
States, and to the Russian cit-
ies St. Petersburg and Mos-
cow. We hope that such char-
ter flights will continue in the
next years and finally link
our countries by direct flights
on a regular basis.

Latvia is known to be one of
the greenest countries in Eu-
rope, with its abundant nature
and diverse landscapes; but
we are also a country with
deep historical roots and rich
culture. Riga, which celebrat-
ed its 800th anniversary eight
years ago, is listed as a UNES-
CO World Heritage site. It is
famous not only for its histori-
cal aspects but also for its
wide collection of modern and
unique art nouveau architec-
ture, which is said to be one of
the largest in the world. Once
every five years, Riga be-
comes a place where Latvians
from all over the nation gather
together to sing and dance in
the UNESCO-listed ‘‘Latvia
Song and Dance Festival.’’
Choirs consisting of 30,000
singers join together on the fi-
nal stage to sing well-known

Latvian songs to unite the pub-
lic.

Three and a half years have
passed since the opening of
our embassy in Tokyo. As the
first ambassador to Japan, I
feel that our countries are get-
ting closer and closer every
year. Visits by VIPs and high-
level officials, increases in
business exchanges, numbers
of tourists and grass-roots-lev-
el contacts between the two
countries are all proof of the
above-mentioned.

We welcome our Japanese
partners, friends and those in-
terested to be even more ac-
tive in approaching our coun-
try. I am certain that you will
find our embassy a good part-
ner in introducing your busi-
ness to Latvia, and if not for
business, you will find our
country an interesting desti-
nation to visit for personal lei-
sure. The Latvia Investment
and Development Agency,
and the Latvia Tourism Pro-
motion Board have offices in
Tokyo to provide their ser-
vices to Japanese customers.

In closing, let me express
my gratitude to The Japan
Times for granting us this op-
portunity to publish this arti-
cle, and congratulations to all
Latvians living in Japan and
abroad on this very special
day.

Carter resisted aides on invasion
Chiang Mai Thailand AP

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter says he was pressed by his
advisers to attack Iran during the hostage crisis in Tehran more
than 30 years ago but resisted because he feared 20,000 Iranians
could have died.

Islamist militants stormed the U.S. Embassy in the capital on
Nov. 4, 1979, and seized its occupants. Fifty-two Americans were
held hostage for 444 days.

Carter said Monday that one proposed option was a military
strike on Iran, but he chose to stick with negotiations to prevent
bloodshed and bring the hostages home safely.

‘‘My main advisers insisted that I should attack Iran,’’ he told
reporters in the northern Thai city of Chiang Mai, where he was
helping build houses for Habitat for Humanity. ‘‘I could have
destroyed Iran with my weaponry. But I felt in the process it was
likely the hostages’ lives would be lost, and I didn’t want to kill
20,000 Iranians. So I didn’t attack.’’

The hostages were released on Jan. 20, 1981, just minutes
after the swearing in of President Ronald Reagan.
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