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‘UFO-chaser’ to stand trial in U.S.
London AFP-JIJI

A British man accused of hacking U.S. military and NASA
computers faces extradition to the United States after the
British government Thursday rejected last-ditch requests to
block the move.

Home Secretary Alan Johnson concluded that sending Gary
McKinnon to the U.S. would not breach his human rights, and said
he has no general discretionary powers to stop the extradition.

McKinnon, who suffers from a form of autism, could spend life in
prison if convicted by a U.S. court of gaining access to 97 computers
in 2001 and 2002 in the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

His family and lawyers have warned throughout the case that
McKinnon, who has Asperger syndrome, could commit suicide or
suffer psychosis if the extradition went ahead.

McKinnon, 43, says he was only looking for evidence of UFOs
when he broke into the U.S. Navy and NASA agency computers.

U.S. authorities allege he stole passwords and deleted files,
leading to the shutdown of computer systems, with repairs
costing around $800,000.

Iran pilgrims denounce U.S. at hajj
ArafatSaudi Arabia AFP-JIJI

Iranians chanted ‘‘Death to America, death to Israel’’ on
Thursday as some 2.5 million Muslims, drying out after a day of
torrential rains, continue their hajj pilgrimage and gather at the
site of the Prophet Muhammad’s last sermon.

Ignoring Saudi warnings against political activity, the
Iranians called for Muslim unity against the ‘‘enemies’’ of the
faith in their camp at Mount Arafat outside of Mecca.

Thousands of Iranians chanted inside a huge tent on the Plain
of Arafat.

No Saudi security forces were evident as Ayatollah Muhammed
Rishari, the representative of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, addressed the Iranian delegation.

Meanwhile, the toll from Wednesday’s rains in the region rose
to 77. Nearly all the fatalities were in the port city of Jeddah 80
km west of Mecca, and many more people were reported
missing, according to the civil defense authority.

Jail head admits role in lawyer death
Moscow REUTERS

Russia’s prison service on Thursday admitted it was partly
guilty for the death of a jailed lawyer whose supporters say was
an innocent victim in a legal battle between officials and a top
investment fund.

Sergei Magnitsky, a 37-year-old lawyer for Hermitage
Capital Management, once Russian’s biggest equity fund, died
on Nov. 16 in the hospital of a Moscow prison from what
prosecutors said was heart failure.

His family blamed Russia’s notorious prison system for
denying the father of two proper medical treatment.

‘‘There were clear violations from our side there, we will not
deny them. But I do not want to make any conclusions yet,’’
Alexander Smirnov, the deputy director of Russia’s Federal
Prison Service, was quoted telling the Interfax news agency.

‘‘We are not in any sense playing down our guilt, which clearly
exists,’’ Smirnov was quoted as saying.

Student killed in Hungary shooting
Budapest REUTERS

A student opened fire at a university in the southern Hungarian
city of Pecs on Thursday, killing a classmate and wounding
three other people, university and police officials said.

A 23-year-old man has been detained and is being questioned,
police spokeswoman Bernadett Bojtor said, adding his motive
was unknown.

Justice Minister Tibor Draskovics told M1 television: ‘‘It
appears that this young man had a conflict with himself or with
the world which prompted him to carry out this terrible act.’’

The attacker was member of a shooting club and had
permission to hold a weapon, Robert Gabriel, rector of the
university told national news agency MTI.

Swaths of Ethiopia going to agribusiness
Badly needed
investment or
naked grab for
scarce land?

Stephanie McCrummen
Bako Ethiopia
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

In recent months, the Ethiopi-
an government has begun
marketing abroad one of the
hottest commodities in an in-
creasingly crowded and hun-
gry world: farmland.

‘‘Why Attractive?’’ reads
one glossy poster with photos
of green fields and a map out-
lining swaths of the country
available at bargain-base-
ment prices. ‘‘Vast, fertile, ir-
rigable land at low rent. Abun-
dant water resources. Cheap
labor. Warmest hospitality.’’

This impoverished and
chronically hungry Horn of Af-
rica nation is rapidly becoming
one of the world’s leading desti-
nations for the booming busi-
ness of land leasing, by which
relatively rich countries and in-
vestment firms are securing 40-
to 99-year contracts to farm
vast tracts of land.

Governments across South-
east Asia, Latin America and
especially Africa are seizing
the chance to attract this new
breed of investors, wining and
dining executives, creating
land-leasing agencies and
land catalogs to showcase
their offerings of earth. In Af-
rica alone, experts estimate
that about 20 million hectares
— roughly the size of Nebras-
ka — have been leased in the
past two years.

The trend is driven in part
by last year’s global food cri-
sis. Relatively wealthy coun-
tries are shoring up their food
supplies by growing staple
crops abroad. The desert king-
dom of Saudi Arabia, for in-
stance, is shifting wheat pro-
duction to Africa. The govern-
ment of India, where land is
crowded and overfarmed, is
offering incentives to compa-
nies to carve out megafarms
across the continent.

Increasingly, though, purely
profit-seeking companies are
snatching up land, making a
simple, if somewhat grim, cal-
culation. As one Saudi-backed
businessman in Bako put it,
‘‘The population of the world is
increasing dramatically, so

land and food supplies will be
short, demand will be higher
and prices will rise.’’

The scale and pace of the
land scramble has alarmed pol-
icymakers and others con-
cerned about the implications
for food security in countries
such as Ethiopia, where offi-
cials recently appealed for food
aid for about 6 million people as
drought devastates parts of
East Africa. The U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization is in
the midst of a food security
summit in Rome, where the 62
heads of state are discussing a
code of conduct to govern land
deals, which are being struck
with little public input.

‘‘These contracts are pretty
thin,’’ said David Hallam, a
deputy director at the FAO.
‘‘You see statements from min-
isters where they’re basically
promising everything with no
controls, no conditions.’’

The harshest critics of the
practice conjure bleak images
of poor Africans starving as
food is hauled off to rich coun-
tries. Some express concern
that decades of industrial
farming will leave good land
spoiled even as local popula-
tions surge. And skeptics also
say the political contexts can-
not be ignored.

‘‘We don’t trust this govern-

ment,’’ said Merera Gudina, a
leading opposition figure w h o
accuses Ethiopian Prime Min-
ister Meles Zenawi of using the
land policy to hold on to power.
‘‘We are afraid this government
is buying diplomatic support by
giving away land.’’

But many experts are cau-
tiously hopeful, saying that big
agribusiness could feed mil-
lions by industrializing agricul-
ture in countries such as Ethio-
pia, where about 80 percent of
its 75 million people are farm-

ers who plow their fields with
oxen.

‘‘If these deals are negotiated
well, I tell you, it will change the
dynamics of the food economy
in this country,’’ said Mafa Chi-
peta, the FAO’s representative
in Ethiopia, dismissing the
worst-case scenarios. ‘‘I can’t
believe Ethiopia or any other
government would allow their
country to be used like an emp-
ty womb. The human spirit
would not allow it.’’

Few countries have em-
braced the trend as zealously
as Ethiopia, where hard-
baked eastern deserts fade in-

to spectacularly lush and
green western valleys fed by
the Blue Nile. Only a quarter
of the country’s estimated 71
million fertile hectares is be-
ing farmed.

Desperate for foreign cur-
rency, the government of for-
mer Marxist rebels who once
proclaimed ‘‘land to the til-
ler!’’ has set aside more than 2
million hectares for agribusi-
ness. Lured with 40-year leas-
es and tax holidays, investors
are going on farm shopping

sprees, crisscrossing the
country on chartered flights to
pick out their swaths of Ethio-
pian soil.

Indian companies have
committed $4.2 billion so far.
Anand Seth, director general
of the Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organizations, described
Africa as ‘‘the next big thing’’
in investment opportunities
and markets.

As he stood on a little hill
overlooking 12,000 hectares of
rich, black soil, Hanumantha
Rao, chief general manager of
the Indian company Karuturi
Agro Products, agreed. So far,

he said, the Ethiopian govern-
ment has imposed few re-
quirements on his company.

‘‘From here,’’ Rao said, ‘‘you
can see the past and the future
of Ethiopian agriculture.’’

From there — a farm just
west of Addis Ababa — it was
possible to see a river desig-
nated for irrigating cornfields
and rice paddies; it is no lon-
ger open for locals to water
their cows. Several shiny
green tractors bounced across
the 10-km-long field where
teff, the local grain, once
grew. Hundreds of Ethiopian
workers, overseen by Indian
supervisors, were bent over
rows of corn stalks, cutting
weeds tangled around them
with small blades.

Many of the workers were
children. The daily wage: 8
birr — about 70 cents.

‘‘The people are very hap-
py,’’ said Rao, who will soon
supervise a second farm span-
ning about 400 sq. km. ‘‘We
have no problems with them.’’

As a worker spoke to one of
his supervisors, he whispered
that the company had refused
to sign a wage contract and had
failed to deliver promised wa-
ter and power to nearby villag-
es. Supervisors treat them cru-
elly, he said, and most workers
were just biding time until they

could go work for a Chinese
construction company ru-
mored to pay $2 to $4 a day.

‘‘We are not happy,’’ said
the man, a farmer-turned-
tractor driver who did not give
his name because he feared
being fired. ‘‘I’m a machine
operator and I make 800 birr
(about $65) a month. This is
the most terrible pay.’’

Rao said he had trained
about 60 Ethiopians to drive
tractors; others would learn to
run shellers, and how to fertil-
ize and irrigate land. If things
work as they should, he said,
Ethiopians will adopt the mod-
ern techniques on their own
farms.

Along a muddy road leading
to Karuturi farm, people said
they were hopeful that might
happen. But they were not
sure how. Most said they were
struggling just to buy govern-
ment-subsidized fertilizer,
much less tractors. In any
case, Ethiopians cannot own
land, instead holding ‘‘use cer-
tificates’’ for their tiny plots,
making it difficult to get loans,
or to sell or increase holdings.

‘‘We think they might be ben-
eficial to us in the future,’’ said
Yadeta Fininsa, referring to
the new companies coming to
town. ‘‘But so far we have not
benefited from anything.’’

Child of want: A malnourished boy sits on a step at a feeding center in the village of Damota
Pulassa in southern Ethiopia in June 2008. AFP-JIJI

Banc d’Arguin National Park: This UNESCO World Heritage site
is the biggest protected maritime zone in Africa. CHIZUKO KATO

Chinguetti Mosque: Founded in the 13th century, Chinguetti
was an important cross-Saharan trading hub and a center of
Islamic study. It is now a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Mauritania national day

Investors are going on farm shopping sprees,
crisscrossing the country on chartered flights to
pick out their swaths of Ethiopian soil.

A new Mauritania, determined to meet its challenges
Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Jaafar
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

OF MAURITANIA

------------------------------------------

On the 49th anniversary of na-
tional independence, I have
the privilege
and great honor
to extend my
most respectful
wishes to Their
Majesties the
Emperor and
Empress of Ja-
pan, as well as
to all members of the distin-
guished Imperial Family.

It is also a welcome opportu-
nity for me to express to the
government and people of Ja-
pan the friendship and pro-
found gratitude of the govern-
ment and people of Mauritania.

I further wish to convey my
sincere gratitude to the editors
of The Japan Times for giving

me once more the opportunity
to address their readers.

The re-establishment of con-
stitutional order that took place
in our country after the presi-
dential election of July 18 al-
lowed Mauritania to recover its
political stability. This election
was a consensual and inclusive
process that involved 10 candi-
dates and enjoyed a turnout
rate of 64.58 percent in a cli-
mate of transparency, as con-
firmed by the entire body of na-
tional and international observ-
ers that was mobilized for the
occasion.

Beyond the end of the crisis,
the nature of the solution
adopted by our country has re-
suscitated Mauritanian de-
mocracy, as illustrated by the
complete international recog-
nition of the election result.

Today, our constitutional
institutions are functioning

normally and the role of the
opposition is guaranteed with-
in a traditional democratic
process.

One third of the Senate has
been renewed in accordance
with the Mauritanian Consti-
tution and with the participa-
tion of all political parties, and
the enlargement of freedoms
has led to our country being
ranked first by Reporters
Without Borders among Ara-
bic countries in terms of press
freedom in 2008.

Since the inauguration of
H.E. Mohamed Ould Abdel
Aziz as President of the Re-
public on Aug. 5, Mauritania
has achieved resolute prog-
ress toward good governance
by fighting relentlessly
against the chaos and nepo-
tism that have long been af-
fecting the efficiency of our
administration.

Within the context of the in-
ternational economic crisis, the
enhancement of our people’s
living conditions is a central
priority that has already led to
the implementation of impor-
tant programs to fight poverty
by providing universal access
to essential services.

The accelerated repatriation
of our fellow citizens who had
taken refuge in Senegal and
Mali, combined with a consen-
sual resolution of the humani-
tarian issue, contribute to fur-
ther strengthening national
unity and social cohesion.

Given its highly strategic
geographical position at the

crossroads of North and Sub-
Saharan Africa, as well as its
important potential in terms
of mining and fishing resourc-
es, Mauritania now offers ex-
panding investment opportu-
nities thanks to the launch of
oil exploitation in 2006.

The ‘‘Doing Business’’ pro-
gram recently adopted in con-
junction with the World Bank
shall lead to a better business
environment and enhance the
visibility of investment oppor-
tunities in our country.

With four cities — Chinguet-
ti, Ouadane, Oualata and Tich-
itt — registered as UNESCO
World Heritage sites, and the
Banc d’Arguin National Park,
another registered site that of-
fers Africa’s largest protected
maritime zone, Mauritania of-
fers tourists a rich and diverse
panorama that can be enjoyed
in absolute tranquillity.

By joining the Barcelona
process and becoming a foun-
ding member of the Mediter-
ranean Union, Mauritania’s
involvement in the Mediterra-
nean sphere is strengthening
its presence in an era of pros-
perity that favors both growth
and investment.

Our country stands reso-
lutely committed toward eco-
nomic liberalism and the real-
ization, within the given time,
of the Millenium Development
Goals through the implemen-
tation of an appropriate strat-
egy to combat poverty.

Its action in this field is
stimulated by the assistance

of friendly nations such as Ja-
pan, which remains one of the
main contributors to public
development aid in Maurita-
nia, as well as its main com-
mercial partner in the fishing

sector.
I welcome the opening in

three days of the Japanese
Embassy in Nouakchott as a
new step toward the strength-
ening of bilateral relations.

Known for its commitment
to the virtues of peace and tol-
erance, Mauritania greatly
appreciates the values of
peace, consensus, friendship
and prosperity that constitute
the basis of Japan’s interna-
tional role.

Among other things, our
country welcomes Japan’s
global leadership for over a
decade in favor of African de-

velopment through the TICAD
process, whose fourth summit
held last year in Yokohama re-
sulted in important measures
that will greatly enhance the
development level of African
countries.

I am convinced that Mauri-
tania can count on Japan’s
continued support and friend-
ship as we continue our nation-
building effort.
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