Kenya independence day

New constitution promises Kenya a bright future
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On Dec. 12, 1963, Kenya at-
tained her independence and
broke away from the yoke of
colonialism.

Kenyans there-

fore mark with

great pride the

46th anniversa-

ry when she

joined the

league of na-

tions that en-

joyed self-rule. As we reflect
on our history, I wish to thank
The Japan Times for provid-
ing me with this opportunity
on behalf of the government
and people of the Republic of
Kenya to convey heartfelt
greetings to Their Majesties
the Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, for their role in
promoting unity of the Japa-
nese people.

I also wish to congratulate
them for their 50th wedding an-
niversary celebrated in April
and above all the 20th anniver-
sary of the enthronement of His
Majesty the Emperor. I trust
Their Majesties will continue to
enjoy good health and further
wish for the prosperity of the
Imperial Household.

Let me also convey warm
greetings to Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama and the gov-
ernment and people of this
great and friendly nation for
the successful election held in
August that saw the Democrat-

ic Party of Japan win enough
seats to form a government. It
is my hope the agenda for
change, the platform on which
the DPJ secured its victory,
will contribute toward address-
ing the myriad challenges fac-
ing not only Japan but the glob-
al community.

I believe Japan will contin-
ue playing an active leader-
ship role in reversing the ad-
verse effects of climate
change, threats to internation-
al security, attainment of Mil-
lennium Development Goals
and strengthening the rela-
tionship between Japan and
the African continent embod-
ied in the TICAD IV frame-
work. I therefore take this op-
portunity to applaud Hatoya-
ma’s announcement during
the United Nations General
Assembly in September re-
garding his government’s
commitment to double over-
seas development assistance
by the year 2012 within the TI-
CAD IV framework, a position
echoed by Foreign Minister
Katsuya Okada when he ad-
dressed the African diplomat-
ic corps in October.

As a major beneficiary of
ODA from Japan, Kenya will
play her respective role in ad-
vancing the letter and spirit
contained in the Yokohama
Declaration of 2008.

From a historical context,
Kenya has maintained her stra-
tegic partnership with Japan
for more than four decades.

In the recent past, our en-

gagements have been marked
by high-level exchange visits
such as those by Samuel Poghi-
sio, minister for information
and communications, who vis-
ited Japan in February to at-
tend a workshop organized by
the government to discuss
peace and Security in the neigh-
boring Sudan, followed by Ceci-
ly Mbarire, the assistant minis-
ter for tourism, in September to
attend JATA 2009 and finally
Dr. Sally Kosgei, minister for
higher education, science and
technology, who represented
Kenya during the Science and
Technology in Society Forum in
Kyoto in October.

These visits alongside others
have promoted further collabo-
rative efforts geared toward in-
ternational security and pro-
motion of trade and invest-
ment, science and technology,
and above all explored new
areas of partnerships.

Let me also thank the gov-
ernment of Japan for sending a
team composed of members of
the House of Councilors to visit
three African countries, includ-
ing Kenya, in October to assess
the efficacy of ODA. I am hap-
py to note that the team report-
ed sound ODA management in
the countries they visited.

I also wish to thank the Japa-
nese public for their support of
the African continent and as-
sure them that Kenya values
ODA from Japan, which is
playing a pivotal role in compli-
menting the government’s ef-
forts toward poverty reduction.

Our bilateral engagements
have alsorealized mutual gains
for both countries. The joint
trade mission that visited Ken-
ya late last year consisting of
government officials and Japa-
nese investors provided a plat-
form for exploring further pros-
pects in Kenya. I therefore in-
vite more to take advantage of
the attractive business climate
in Kenya, supported by her geo-
strategic location, an educated
and industrious labor force, a
relatively developed infra-
structure, the well-established
banking system, a ready mar-
ket within the region and a sta-
ble political climate.

As we celebrate this auspi-
cious occasion, it is fitting to re-
flect on the experiences of Ken-
ya as a nation over the last two
years. In December 2007, Ken-
ya held its 10th general election
(presidential, parliamentary
and local government). The re-
sults were disputed, resulting in
disturbances that led to the loss
of more than 1,200 lives, inju-
ries, the displacement of more
than 300,000 people and enor-
mous destruction of property.

Thankfully though, Kenyans
quickly resolved the conflict
with the help of the internation-
al community and settled for a
grand coalition government
that is now fully operational ow-
ing to its inclusive nature. This
achievement is owed to self-
sacrifice by our political lead-
ers who agreed to pursue a
peaceful path that has now re-
mained the key pillar in the cur-

rent political dispensation. This
has also provided a constitu-
tional moment that has trig-
gered debate on the harmo-
nized draft constitution re-
leased by the government in
November for Kenyans to
study for a month to enable
them make an informed deci-
sion during the national refer-
endum in 2010.

As a member of the global
community, Kenya is also con-
fronted by the adverse effects
associated with climate change
that have manifested them-
selves in loss of forest cover,
drying of water sources, occa-
sional floods during the erratic
rainy seasons, drought, food
scarcity that is characterized
by high food prices, irrevers-
ible trends on ecosystems,
threats to biodiversity caused
by human activities and hu-
man-wildlife conflict.

As a result of these challeng-
es, Kenya remains keenly in-
terested in environmental and
climate change issues. As host
to the headquarters of the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Pro-
gram, Kenya wishes to contin-
ue to play its traditional leader-
ship roles in global
environmental matters as well
as climate change. Kenya is al-
so keen to see UNEP’s role in
environmental management
and climate change enhanced,
deepened and expanded.

Kenya is concerned about
the systematic weakening of
UNEP through fragmentation
of its mandate and the creation

of new secretariats tied to envi-
ronment and climate change,
distortion of UNEP’s mandate
through the multiplication of
Multilateral Environmental
Agreements (MEAs), poor and
unpredictable funding for
UNEP as well as a lack of equi-
table support for and funding of
the United Nations Office in
Nairobi by member states and
the U.N. Secretariat, which un-
dermine its role as the back-
bone to UNEP administration.
In this regard, Kenya would
like to see the Copenhagen con-
ference result in an outcome
that strengthens UNEP’s role
in the environment, climate
change and International Envi-
ronmental Governance (IEG),
and streamlining and consoli-
dation of MEAs to enhance
IEG.

The government has also de-
veloped a policy planning docu-
ment referred to as Vision 2030,
which aspires to see Kenya be-
come a middle income country
by the year 2030 with 10 percent
economic growth. To nurture a
robust economy, key sectors
such as tourism, agriculture,
manufacturing, trade, infor-
mation technology and finan-
cial services will need to pro-
vide the impetus for growth.

The overriding principle of
Vision 2030 is to produce a na-
tional psyche with Kenyans
identifying themselves with
and believing in it. The Vision
takes into account the diversity
in Kenya expressed by differ-
ent cultures, religions, ethnic

groups, races and geographic
areas. It is expected that under
Vision 2030, Kenya’s economy
will turn around and provide
more opportunities not only for
Kenyans but the international
community under a globalized
world. I therefore invite entre-
preneurs from Japan to posi-
tion themselves to further boost
trade relations between our two
countries.

Finally, let me take this op-
portunity to thank all those
who have sent to us messages
of good will and once again
thank The Japan Times and
wish its readers a happy fes-
tive season, good health and
prosperity in the new year.
Meanwhile, I invite you all to
learn more about Kenya
through our mission Web site
at www.kenyarep-jp.com

Congratulations

to the People of the Republic of Kenya
on the 46th Anniversary of
Their Independence Day
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