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Qatar national day

Friendship, prosperity bring mutual benefit

Fumio Kawaguchi
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-QATAR FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Qatar
Friendship Association (JQFA),
I want to offer
my sincere
congratulations
to His Highness
Sheikh Hamad
Bin Khalifa
Al-Thani, emir
of Qatar, His
Highness
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al-Thani, the heir apparent, and
the people of Qatar on their 38th
National Day.

The year 2009 was
economically very gloomy
owing to the influence of the
global financial crisis since last
year, but for Qatar and Japan, it
was a year that left a large
footprint from the standpoint of
deepening our friendship.

In April, The Third Asian
Ministerial Energy Roundtable
Meeting was held, bringing
together major
resource-producing countries
and resource-consuming
countries of Asia and the Middle
East. At the meeting, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Energy and Industry H.E.
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

acted as cochair with then
Japanese Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry Toshihiro
Nikai.

Also in April, the Japan
School of Doha, which had been
closed since 2001, was
reopened. Deputy Prime
Minister H.E. Abdullah Bin
Hamad Al-Attiyah, Minister of
Education and Higher
Education H.E. Saad Bin
Ibrahim Al-Mahmoud, Minister
of State for Energy and Industry
Affairs H.E. Dr. Mohamed Bin
Saleh Al-Sada and other Qatari
dignitaries kindly attended its
opening ceremony May 14. We
earnestly hope that this school
will become a new symbol of our
mutual friendship and create
harmony between the cultures
of our people.

And it was the highlight of this
year that His Highness Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani
visited Japan on an official
working visit in May. The heir
apparent had active
interchanges with top Japanese
in various fields during his
three-day stay, including an
Imperial Audience with His
Majesty the Emperor of Japan
and His Majesty the Prince, a
meeting with the prime minister
and other dignitaries, and
attending the welcome

reception that the JQFA
cosponsored with the Qatar
Embassy.

I am convinced that this visit
of the heir apparent, upon whom
future Qatari development rests,
is an event of great significance
for the perpetual development
of friendship between Qatar and
Japan.

This November, H.E. Yousef
Mohamed Bilal assumed the
ambassadorship of the State of
Qatar to Japan as the successor
to H.E. Reyad Ali Al-Ansari, who
made great efforts in promoting
mutual friendship for nine years.

Next spring, Qatar Airways
will start operating flights
between Doha and Narita and
2012 will mark the 40th
anniversary of the
establishment of the diplomatic
relations between our
countries.

On behalf of JQFA, I would
like to promise to strive to
deepen the mutual friendship
and contribute to strengthening
and developing bilateral ties
through close cooperation with
the Qatar Embassy.

I sincerely hope that Qatar
will continue its prosperity and
development under the superior
leadership of the emir and our
mutual relationship will continue
to develop.

Qatar-Japan ties continue to strengthen
Yousef Mohamed Bilal
AMBASSADOR OF THE STATE OF QATAR

------------------------------------------

Dec. 18 marks the National
Day of the State of Qatar. I am
honored to take
advantage of
this auspicious
occasion to ex-
press, on behalf
of the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of the State
of Qatar, my
deepest reverence and warm-
est greetings to Their Imperi-
al Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko and
members of the Imperial fam-
ily. As this year also marks
20th anniversary of the en-
thronement of the Emperor, I
would like to convey my heart-
felt congratulations. I also
wish to extend my sincerest
greetings and best wishes to

the government and friendly
people of Japan.

The Qatari people ardently
celebrate this glorious occa-
sion every year with the feel-
ings of great pride for what
has been achieved in the coun-
try’s development within a
short period of time under the
wise leadership of His High-
ness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khali-
fa Al-Thani, the emir. Qatar
has secured notable advances
in terms of economic, human
and social developments and
the government continues to
implement important initia-
tives that will propel Qatar to
become a fully developed and
most vibrant nation in the re-
gion.

After nearly two decades of
persistent and untiring efforts
to produce and develop our re-
serves of natural gas, Qatar
has become one of the leading

countries in the
gas industry and
the No. 1 export-
er and transport-
er of gas in the
world, with pro-
duction capacity
that will exceed
over 77 million
tons of liquefied
natural gas
(LNG) by 2010.

The impacts
of the world fi-
nancial crisis on
Qatar’s econo-
my and its de-
v e l o p m e n t
plans are limit-
ed because of
the strong foun-
dation of our
economy as well
as the necessary and effec-
tive measures being under-
taken by the government. In-

ternational financial institu-
tions predict that Qatar’s
economy will grow by 9 per-
cent this year and 16 percent
next year.

Qatar-Japan relations con-
tinue to gain strength in a

steadfast pace and the two
sides are determined to ad-
vance these ties to a far-
reaching and multidimension-
al partnership. The official
visit to Japan by H.H. Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani,
the heir apparent of the State
of Qatar in May this year,
gave a fresh impetus to our bi-
lateral ties and provided a
platform for reaffirming
friendship and exploring new
avenues for cooperation. It is
our sincere wish that such
high-level exchanges between
our countries will continue in
the coming years to further
deepen and diversify our rela-
tions for mutual benefit.

Japan remains one of our
major trade partners; it has
been importing Qatari LNG
for nearly 13 years under long-
term contracts and as of to-
day, 1,186 cargoes were suc-
cessfully delivered to Japa-
nese buyers. In 2008, Qatar se-
cured about 10.7 percent of
Japan’s oil needs and 11.8 per-

cent of its LNG needs.
Our ties have strengthened

over the years and are ex-
panding to encompass none-
nergy sectors such as educa-
tion, aviation and technology
transfer. A Japanese school
was opened in Doha last May
and this ushers in more active
cooperation in the future. In
the field of aviation, Qatar Air-

ways will launch direct flights
to Narita International Air-
port outside Tokyo next year,
this in addition to the existing
daily flights to Kansai Inter-
national Airport in Osaka.
These accomplishments will
contribute to invigorating peo-
ple-to-people interactions and
bolstering the business and
trade activities between our

countries.
In closing, I wish to express

my deepest appreciation to
The Japan Times for giving
me this opportunity to address
its distinguished readers on
this happy occasion and I
would like to express my best
wishes for all to have a happy,
peaceful and prosperous New
Year.

Facts and figures about the dynamic country in the Gulf
Qatar is located in the south-
ern Persian Gulf surrounded
by Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
the United Arab Emirates
and Iran. Qatar’s area is
11,437 sq. km, projecting

northward about 160 km into
the Gulf.

In December 2008, the Qatar
Statistics Authority announced
the results of the new census.
According to its survey, Qatar’s

population reached 1,552,820,
increasing by 108.7 percent
from the 2004 census of 744,029.
As per the 2008 survey, 50.2 per-
cent of the total population re-
sided in Doha.

Foreign Relations
Qatar is a member of the

Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), whose other members
are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates. Qatar is a
member of the United Nations
and is also a member of the Or-
ganization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC)
and other international orga-
nizations, including the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the
International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development
and the World Trade Organi-
zation.
Economy

Qatar is emerging as one of
the most dynamic economies
in the Middle East. It has the
highest per capita income in
the world and enjoys one of the
fastest-growing gross domes-
tic product rates, reaching
13.3 percent real GDP, and
valued in 2008 at over $80 bil-
lion. According to a World
Economic Forum 2008-2009 re-
port, the country is now the
most competitive Arab econo-
my, ranking 26th worldwide.

The economy is rapidly ex-
panding in practically every
sector and industry. A combi-
nation of government invest-
ment and the participation o f
multinational companies is cre-
ating a culture of opportunity.

The government is using its
vast oil and gas wealth to cre-
ate a society that provides op-
portunities for all. It has com-
mitted over $140 billion for in-
vestment, infrastructure and
expansion in a wide range of
sectors, including energy,
health, education, transport,
infrastructure and tourism.

Reliance on crude oil exports
has been replaced by an ambi-
tious and progressive approach
to the management of the na-
tion’s economy, which focuses
on developing Qatar’s huge nat-
ural gas reserves and its expan-
sion of liquefied natural gas,
petrochemical and condensate
production. This is supported
by a far-reaching program o f
economic liberalization and di-
versification into a more broad-
ly based economy.

Qatar is quickly becoming
the world’s single largest pro-
ducer of LNG and by 2010 will
have a production capacity of

77 million tons per year. In
2006, Qatar overtook Malaysia
as the world’s largest exporter
of LNG. In addition, gas-to-liq-
uids (GTL) exports began in
2007; liquid petroleum gas
(LPG) exports are increasing
and Qatar aims to become one
of the top five petrochemical
producers in the world by 2012.
New oil capacity also contin-
ues to come onstream, thus
boosting export volumes. By
2012, Qatar will be producing
the equivalent of 6 million bar-
rels of oil.
Qatar and Education

On the education front, Qa-
tar is devoted to developing it-
self toward a knowledge-
based society to enrich the lev-
el of its human capital and im-
prove its long-term competi-
tive advantage.

This year, Qatar Founda-
tion for Education, Science
and Community Development
held the World Innovation
Summit for Education
(WISE) in November in Doha.
WISE is a global, ground-
breaking, collaborative initia-
tive established by the non-
profit Qatar Foundation under
the patronage of Her Highness
Sheikha Moza Bint Nasser Al
Missned. WISE seeks to moni-
tor and contribute to 21st cen-
tury challenges and their im-
pact on education. WISE i  s a
unique global event whose am-
bition is to create a new inter-
national multidisciplinary
platform to shape education
models for the 21st century.
During this summit, opinion
leaders and decision makers
from around the world came
together with education ex-
perts and shared their visions
through open and insightful
discussions.

As the idea of WISE shows,
the country is transforming in-
to an oasis of knowledge and
education with the establish-
ment of the Qatar Foundation
to train local talents in order to
meet the challenges of an ev-
er-changing world. The foun-
dation’s flagship project Edu-
cation City, on the western
edge of Doha, hosts branch
campuses of some of world’s
leading universities and re-
search institutions, crowning
Qatar with the title of the Gulf
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Dhow cruising: Traditional ships in Doha Bay

Modern skyline: Doha, the capital of the State of Qatar

Night lights: A stunning view of Doha

Emir of Qatar H.H. Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa
Al-Thani



The Japan Times PUBDATE: 12/18/2009 PAGE: 7 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 17:13:44

12/18/199 / / PT JTE/PG 7/ED 1

(3) THE JAPAN TIMES FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2009 7

Qatar national day/world

Critics slam
sloppy rules
for detainees
Move to U.S.
jails may help
Gitmo inmates
recruit others

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Washington/Los Angeles
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Prison life has been eased for
convicted ‘‘shoe bomber’’
Richard Reid, boosting con-
cerns about what will happen
when President Barack Oba-
ma moves dozens of Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, detainees to
U.S. soil.

Critics say the disclosures
about Reid in court documents
underscore the tendency in U.S.
prisons to loosen restrictions
over time, posing risks if applied
to Guantanamo detainees once
branded ‘‘enemy combatants.’’

‘‘The system will default to-
ward allowing more visita-
tion, access and communica-
tion,’’ said Stewart Baker, who
served as general counsel at
the National Security Agency
under Presidents George
Bush and Bill Clinton.

‘‘By the time we realize that
it’s a bad idea, a lot of damage
could have been done,’’ said Bak-
er, who served at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security un-
der President George W. Bush.

Critics worry extremists will
use the prisons to recruit in-
mates to their cause and spread
propaganda inside and out.

Reid, sentenced to life for
trying to blow up a jumbo jet in
2001 with explosives in his
shoes, was moved from a spe-
cial isolation unit of the so-
called supermax prison in Flor-
ence, Colo., into another area
where his mail and contacts
with visitors and other inmates
are subject to less scrutiny.

His conditions were relaxed
in June after he filed a court
challenge and went on a hun-
ger strike. In August, he
moved to the general popula-
tion. With good behavior, the
British-born follower of Osa-
ma bin Laden might be trans-
ferred in future years to a less
secure prison facility, court
papers said.

Obama plans to close the
Guantanamo detention center
in response to criticism by hu-
man rights activists in both
the United States and abroad,
although his Jan. 22 deadline
will likely be missed.

Administration officials ar-
gue there is no need to worry,
citing the 300 individuals con-
victed on terrorism-related
charges held already in U.S.
prisons. They say Reid and
similar inmates are closely
monitored by prison officials.

The Obama administration
insists it is sensitive to the chal-
lenge of preventing Guantana-
mo inmates in the U.S. criminal
justice system from using the
courts and prisons as pulpits for
anti-American rhetoric.

To that end, officials have de-
cided to transfer detainees to a
high-security prison in Illinois
and likely will impose ‘‘special
administrative measures’’ to
curb contacts such as those put
on Reid for six-plus years.

‘‘We will not move any de-
tainees to the United States
unless and until we are con-
vinced they will be held safely
and securely in facilities that
satisfy all our security con-
cerns,’’ Justice Department
spokesman Dean Boyd said.

U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder decided to try the self-
professed mastermind of the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and co-
conspirators in New York. He
inspected the facilities last
week in Manhattan where
they will be held.

Kenneth Wainstein, who
ran the Justice Department’s
national security division un-
der President George W.
Bush, said restrictions should
depend on the detainee.

While Reid simply carried
out orders, someone like Omar

Abdel-Rahman, the ‘‘blind
sheik’’ imprisoned for helping
plot the 1993 World Trade Cen-
ter bombing, is considered a
leader they would want to keep
from communicating.

‘‘It is too simplistic to predict
either that all detainees will be
forever locked down incommu-
nicado or alternatively that
they will all be completely free
to communicate with other ter-
rorists and radicalize fellow in-
mates,’’ Wainstein said.

Security will be ‘‘based on a
risk-based analysis,’’ he said.

Critics say prisoners such
as Reid could prove a propa-
ganda boon to U.S. enemies if
given enough leeway.

‘‘The idea that from the
bowels of the worst the Ameri-
can justice system can do, this
person is still breathing defi-
ance and expressing joy at ev-
ery casualty in Afghanistan
and the like, has a profound
propaganda value for al-Qai-
da, and (we) are doing our-
selves grave harm if we allow
that,’’ Baker said.

Reid, who pleaded guilty to
trying to blow up a trans-At-
lantic flight three months af-
ter the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks,
is one of the more notorious of
some 400-plus inmates in the
supermax, located 45 km
south of Denver, which is con-
sidered the most secure lock-
up in the U.S. prison system.

Others at the supermax who
have their communications
severely limited are Zacarias
Moussaoui, serving a life sen-
tence for conspiring with al-
Qaida in the Sept. 11 attacks
and those convicted of the 1993
World Trade Center bombing.

The judge who sent Moussa-

oui to prison told him, ‘‘You
will die with a whimper. The
rest of your life you will spend
in prison. You will never again
get a chance to speak.’’

For the first 61/2 years of his
sentence, Reid was confined
23 hours a day to a 7-sq.-meter
cell and had virtually no con-
tact with the outside world be-
yond his lawyers and immedi-
ate family members.

He petitioned a federal court
in Denver and earlier this year
went on a hunger strike assert-
ing he was being denied his
rights to practice his Sunni
Muslim faith, or to learn Ara-
bic, order books and maga-
zines, or watch television news.

That hunger strike appar-
ently ended and he was moved
into the general population
wing, where his visits and
mail are no longer routinely
monitored by the FBI, prison
official Mark Collins said in
court papers last month.

The move came after an an-
nual Justice Department re-
view found he has not been seek-
ing to commit violence. Now he
can talk with other inmates
without monitoring, order books
and magazines with prison ap-
proval, receive nonfamily visits
and speak with the media.

Reid’s contacts with the out-
side world remain subject to
scrutiny. Prison officials have
limited his correspondence to a
few immediate relatives be-
cause he still is considered a se-
curity risk, Collins said.

In 2005, three men at the su-
permax convicted in the 1993
World Trade Center bombing
were found to have correspond-
ed with Islamic militants in
Spain, prompting the Bureau of
Prisons to beef up how it moni-
tored communications.

Howard Safir, a former top
U.S. Marshals Service official
and New York City police com-
missioner who works as a secu-
rity consultant, said the prison
system is sound but it only
takes one breach to do damage.

‘‘As good as we are, we have
to be right 100 percent of the
time,’’ he said. ‘‘Al-Qaida only
has to be right once.’’

Profile of Qatar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

capital of education. The Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of the Arts in Qa-
tar, established in 1997, was
the first branch campus in Ed-
ucation City, followed by Weill
Cornell Medical College
(2002), Texas A&M University
(2003), Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity (2004), Georgetown
University School of Foreign
Service (2005) and Northwest-
ern University (2008).
Sports

Sports are part of Qatar’s
rich culture and heritage. Qa-
tar aims to build a reputation
in sports through its world-
class facilities and cutting-
edge academy ASPIRE,
which provides training for fu-
ture world-champion athletes.

With $2.8 billion investment
in sporting infrastructure, Qa-
tar successfully hosted the
15th Asian Games in 2006. To-
day, Qatar has nine major
multipurpose sports venues
and more than 15 additional
specialized sports venues. Ac-
cording to a global contest or-
ganized by the International
Association for Sports and Lei-
sure Facilities, ASPIRE
Dome and Khalifa Stadium in
Doha are ranked as the sec-
ond- and third-best sports fa-
cilities in the world. There-
fore, Qatar has confirmed its
readiness to bid to be the host
of the Summer Olympic
Games in 2020, the biggest
multisports event in the world.

Furthermore, Qatar is bid-
ding to become a host nation of
the 2022 World Cup in soccer
(www.qatar2022bid.com). If
Qatar is granted such an hon-
or, the state will be the first na-
tion in the Middle East to show
the region’s passion for soccer
to the world. With state-of-art
facilities and having excellent
knowhow for hosting interna-
tional sports events in the
past, Qatar waits to offer once-
in-a-lifetime soccer experi-
ences for fans from around the
globe.
Museum of Islamic Art

Last year, the Museum of
Islamic Art (MIA) opened in
Doha. Due to the integrity of
traditional design principles
that use indigenous materials
and contemporary technolo-
gies that have created famil-
iar, functional and environ-
mentally suitable architec-
ture, MIA was awarded
‘‘Overall Project of the Year’’
at the Second Annual Middle
East Architect Awards.

Furthermore, the Museum
of Islamic Art Education Cen-
ter opened in October this year
to demonstrate the vision and
commitment of the State of
Qatar to the international cul-
tural and museum sector. The
facilities of the center include
a library that contains 10,000

titles of Islamic art, class-
rooms, workshops and a com-
puter lab. Thus, the center is
designed to provide a platform
to art scholars from around
the world to exchange ideas
about their research subjects.
The other objective of the cen-
ter is to educate members of
the community by involving
them in interesting activities
pertaining to Islamic art.
Tourism

The vision of a new Qatar
goes beyond energy develop-
ments. The government of the
State of Qatar earmarked $17
billion for tourism for the next
5 years. Initiatives are being
undertaken to stimulate the
construction of new high-class
hotels, resorts, condomini-
ums, restaurants, museums
and leisure facilities at un-
precedented levels. The num-
ber of passengers using Doha
International Airport has in-
creased from 2 million to 10
million over the past 10 years.
To respond to increasing pas-
sengers, the New Doha Inter-
national Airport (NDIA), the
first of its kind to be designed
for accommodating Airbus
A380 aircraft, will handle 50
million passengers per year
when construction is complet-
ed by 2015. NDIA will trans-
form Qatar into a leading avi-
ation center in the region.
Bilateral relations

The Qatar-Japan bilateral
relationship is being enhanced
on the foundation of mutual co-
operation and common inter-
ests. Qatar is a trustworthy
supplier of oil and natural gas
to Japan. In 2008, Japan
bought 54 percent of Qatar’s
total oil exports and 21.4 per-
cent of its total LNG exports,
thus making Qatar the one of
biggest energy suppliers to Ja-
pan. Qatar is also benefiting

from Japanese investment in
various projects and the con-
tribution of Japanese experts
in Qatari industries. This
year, Japanese direct invest-
ment in Qatar totaled $550 mil-
lion. Currently, there are
more than 30 Japanese com-
panies operating in Qatar that
focus on the construction,
shipping and energy sectors.

Economic relations be-
tween the countries continue
to be strong. Japan has been
the No. 1 trade partner for Qa-
tar over the past few years.
Last year, Qatar’s highest val-
ue of exports and its third-
highest value of imports were
transacted with Japan. Trade
relations also grew in scale
with the value of trade, leap-
ing from $7.6 billion in 2004 to
$28.2 billion in 2008.

This year, the State of Qatar
and Japan have made signifi-
cant progress in developing bi-
lateral relations through vari-
ous opportunities. For in-
stance, His Highness Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani,
heir apparent of the State of
Qatar, made an official work-
ing visit to Japan in May this
year. His Highness had an im-
perial audience with His Maj-
esty the Emperor of Japan,
held talks with then Prime
Minister Taro Aso and many
other high-ranking officials of
the government of Japan and
further strengthened solid Qa-
tar-Japan bilateral ties.

Meanwhile in Doha, a Japa-
nese school opened last May
thanks to the initiatives by the
leaders of the State of Qatar
and Japan. During official vis-
it to Qatar in May 2007, then
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
showed his commitment as
the leader of the Japanese
government tinitiative by His
Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, the emir of
the State of Qatar, who had re-
quested Japan for cooperation
to establish a Japanese school
where Qatari students receive
Japanese-style education
since His Highness visited Ja-
pan in 1999. Another reason for
opening the Japanese school
in Doha is to response to the in-
creasing number of Japanese
citizens in Qatar. It is expect-
ed that Qatari and Japanese
students who learn in this

school will gain a better under-
standing of the people in our
countries.

In addition, next year will
open a new page for Qatar and
Japan. Qatar Airways is

scheduled to start direct
flights between Doha and
Narita International Airport
from March 2010 as a result of
talks between civil aviation
authorities of the two coun-

tries in August 2008. As a five-
star awarded airline, Qatar
Airways continues to pursue
excellence in customer ser-
vice and promote the coun-
try’s image.

World Cup: The Qatar bidding
committee’s logo for the 2022
soccer tournament

Sight to see: The Museum of Islamic Art in Doha, designed by I.M. Pei, opened in 2008.

Olympic hopeful: Qatar’s ASPIRE Zone boasts some of the world’s finest sports venues.

‘As good as we are,
we have to be right 100
percent of the time.
Al-Qaida only has to
be right once.’
SECURITY CONSULTANT HOWARD SAFIR
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