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Cuba national day

Key intelligence on bomber not shared: probe

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The first probe into lapses that
almost led to an explosion on a
trans-Atlantic airliner report-
edly found Thursday that U.S.
government agencies failed to
share key information about
the would-be bomber.

President Barack Obama
was to be handed the findings
of an initial inquiry after de-
nouncing the ‘‘systemic’’ fail-
ures before the failed attack
on a plane traveling to Detroit
on Dec. 25.

According to The Washing-
ton Post, the report for Obama

will detail how agencies failed
to share or highlight intelli-
gence gathered about the
young Nigerian who tried to
detonate explosive chemicals
sewn into his underpants.

However, a former intelli-
gence official took issue with
the findings: ‘‘It’s not that in-
formation wasn’t passed
around, it’s that so much infor-
mation is being passed.
There’s an inherent problem
of dealing with all the data
that is sloshing around, and
the practical matter of where
you set your threshold.’’

Other U.S. media said intel-
ligence agencies believed al-

Qaida was plotting a ‘‘Christ-
mas surprise’’ but the counter-
terrorism office was too flood-
ed to pinpoint a bomber.

‘‘We’d been tracking this
stuff for months, without be-
ing able to connect the dots of
what was happening and what
was going to happen,’’ CBS
television quoted a high-rank-
ing intelligence official as say-
ing. The official said the prob-
lem lay at the National Coun-
terterrorism Center, which
gets ‘‘8,000 messages a day.’’

‘‘We couldn’t come up with
something that was credible, so
we assumed al-Qaida was still
in the planning stages,’’ he said.

Cuba invites foreign investment from Japan
Jose Fernandez de Cossio
AMBASSADOR OF CUBA

------------------------------------------

On Jan. 1, Cuba’s National
Day, when we mark 51 years
of the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution, it is
my great plea-
sure to extend
on behalf of the
Cuban people
and govern-
ment our best
wishes for
peace, prosper-
ity and friendship to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko
and to the members of the Im-
perial family, the government
and the people of Japan.

It was on that date in 1959
that the Cuban nation con-
quered the full exercise of its
independence and sovereign-
ty, starting a profound trans-
formation of political, eco-
nomic and social order held
since then by a very broad
popular support.

Cuban foreign policy, based
on principles and observant of
the postulates of the United
Nations Charter, has won rec-
ognition and prestige in the in-
ternational arena. As a result
of that Cuba maintains diplo-
matic relations with all the
Western Hemisphere states
and the majority of the inter-
national community, a total of
184 countries. Cuba currently
has 123 diplomatic missions
abroad and 108 are repre-
sented in Havana. Cuba gov-
erns its international relations
based on the Charter of the
United Nations.

The social achievements of
the revolution in the fields of
health, education and sports
are acknowledged beyond our
national borders. The Cuban
health system has internation-
al prestige recognized by in-
ternational bodies such as the
World Health Organization for
its outstanding results that are
present in the level of growth
of life expectancy, the eradi-
cation of contagious diseases
or their primary care and pre-

ventive character, the ample
coverage of its extensive vac-
cination system and the low in-
fant mortality rate.

Cuba’s international coop-
eration system, based on the
principle of solidarity a  s a
premise of international rela-
tions, has provided 50,000 Cu-
ban professionals to more
than 100 Third World coun-
tries, mostly in the fields of
health and education. Cur-
rently, 23,000 students from 84
countries study in Cuban med-
ical colleges. ‘‘Operation Mir-
acle,’’ a project created and
sponsored by Cuba and Vene-
zuela that aims to operate on
people with correctable visual
deficiencies, has been benefi-
cial, providing free surgeries
to more than 1.6 million people
from 35 countries in Latin
America, the Caribbean, Afri-
ca and Asia.

At an early date, the Revo-
lutionary Government liqui-
dated the prevailing illiteracy
and laid the foundations to
provide accessible and free
education for all in all levels of
education. Research centers
contribute decisively to the
country’s scientific and tech-
nological progress.

Cuban educators extend
their cooperation to other
countries, where the ‘‘Yo, Si
Puedo’’ (Yes, I Can) literacy
method, officially endorsed by
UNESCO, has benefited hun-
dreds of thousands of people in
the Third World.

In the cultural field, out-
standing results have been

achieved with the support of
an institutional network that
allows access to different ex-
pressions of art and literature,
as well as providing opportu-
nities to participate in recre-
ational activities to all the pop-
ulation, including those living
in remote communities.

Cuban athletes’ triumphs in
the international sports arena
are indicators of a successful
sports policy that encourages
and fosters the massive par-
ticipation of people of all ages.

My country continues to ac-
quire high-quality products
and advanced technology for
the National Health Service in
the Japanese market. Also,
prestigious Japanese compa-
nies have provided at different
times equipment for construc-
tion, fishing, mining and pow-
er generation as well as spare
parts for the transport sector.

The oil industry continues
its development and Cuba ex-
tracts from its territory
roughly half of the hydrocar-
bons that it consumes. The ex-

istence of 9 billion barrels of
oil and 595 billion cu. meters of
natural gas has been proven.
In its exclusive maritime zone
in the Gulf of Mexico, Cuba
has increased the exploring
blocks assigned to internation-
ally established companies. It
is desirable that Japanese
companies participate in con-
tracts for the exploitation of
those resources.

The pharmaceutical indus-
try, one of the main exports of
the country, includes generic
drugs achieved through bio-
technology. Its products are
exported to 58 countries, in-
cluding Japan.

Traditionally, Cuba exports
to Japan premium tobacco of
recognized quality and pres-
tige; different brands of rum
and low wine exports are
growing; and the presence of
products like coffee and lob-
ster is maintained; while that
of tropical fruit pulp and juice
concentrates increases, as
well as that of organic agricul-
ture and biotechnology.

Tourism is one of the pillars
of the national economy. Cuba
has received for the last six
years more than 2 million
travelers with a growing ten-
dency rate of 4 percent. Visi-
tors find in my country beauti-
ful white sand beaches, tropi-
cal nature, moderate climate

and World Heritage cities, as
well as a healthy environment
and safe atmosphere. Partici-
pation of investors and compa-
nies in Japan in the various
forms of tourism is welcome.

2009 marked 80 years of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations between Cuba and
Japan, an event that we re-
joiced with links taking place
in a framework of friendship,
respect and mutual benefit. In
that context, numerous activi-
ties and events in various
areas, such as culture, sci-
ence, academia, business and
sports, as well as parliamen-
tary exchanges were devel-
oped in both countries, which
allowed and expanded mutual
knowledge and the identifica-
tion of issues and fields on the
global agenda for working
jointly toward a better world.

Recently, His Excellency
the Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez Parrilla visited
Japan to commemorate this
remarkable fact and to cele-
brate the 10th Session of Po-
litical Dialogue between the
foreign ministries. The meet-
ing with His Excellency the
Foreign Minister Katsuya
Okada was fruitful and mutu-
ally beneficial. Rodriguez
took the opportunity to also
meet with the Cabinet minis-
ters and leaders of both Hous-

es of the Diet.
I sincerely believe that

these events will continue to
expand in the future, bringing
our countries and our people
even closer.

I wish to stress my highest
appreciation for the renewed
and consistent expressions of
solidarity received from orga-
nizations of friendship, mem-
bers of the Diet, political par-
ties and other spheres of Japa-
nese society.

Afghan suicide bomber
kills eight CIA officers
Kabul
LOS ANGELES TIMES, AP

------------------------------------------

A bomber slipped inside a U.S.
base in eastern Afghanistan
on Wednesday and detonated
a suicide vest, killing eight
CIA officers in one of the dead-
liest days in the agency’s his-
tory, current and former U.S.
officials said.

The attack took place at
Forward Operating Base
Chapman in Khowst Province,
an area near the border with
Pakistan that is a hotbed of in-
surgent activity. It also in-
jured an undisclosed number
of civilians, the officials said.
No military personnel from
U.S. or NATO forces were
killed or injured, they said.

Taliban spokesman Zabiul-
lah Mujahid said later
Wednesday that a Taliban
bomber wearing a military
uniform and a suicide vest had
entered the base in Khost and
blew himself up inside the
gym.

A U.S. official who spoke on
condition of anonymity said
the CIA had a major presence
at the base, in part because of
the strategic location.

The casualties highlight the
increasingly important role
the CIA is playing in Afghani-
stan, and come as the United
States embarks on a major
buildup of its civilian work-
force that parallels an in-
crease in troop strength.

President Barack Obama
announced early in December
that he planned to send an ad-
ditional 30,000 troops to the
country in an effort to break
the momentum Taliban fight-
ers have gained in many re-
gions of the country. The de-
ployment will bring the total
U.S. military force in Afghani-
stan to nearly 100,000.

A former U.S. intelligence
official knowledgeable about
Wednesday’s bombing said it

killed more CIA personnel
than any attack since the
bombing of the U.S. Embassy
in Beirut in 1983. Before this
attack, four CIA operatives
had been killed in Afghani-
stan, the former official said.

The eight dead were CIA of-
ficers, the former official said.
‘‘They were all career CIA offi-
cials.’’

The U.S. official said the
bomber detonated his explo-
sive vest in an area that was
used as a fitness center. CIA
veterans were stunned by the
news and at a loss to explain
how a bomber was able to pen-
etrate the compound’s securi-
ty.

‘‘It’s a forward operating
base in a dicey area, but to get
a suicide bomber inside the
wires — it’s hard to under-
stand how that could happen,’’
the former official said.

Officials said this fall that
the agency was deploying
spies, analysts and paramili-
tary operatives in a buildup
that would make its station
there among the largest in CIA
history.

Although the CIA station is
based at the U.S. Embassy in
Kabul, the bulk of its work-
force is scattered among se-
cret bases and military out-
posts that dot the country. The
majority of the CIA’s person-
nel in Afghanistan is involved
in support functions such as
providing security or manag-
ing computer systems, rather
than in gathering and analyz-
ing intelligence.

But some of the tasks civil-
ians are performing in Af-
ghanistan, particularly in-
volving law enforcement and
intelligence gathering, are
considered as dangerous as
military duty. Three civilian
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration agents were killed in a
helicopter crash in October in
western Afghanistan.

Airports eye see-through scanners
Software improvements to protect privacy
blunt concerns about full-body devices

Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

The Christmas Day attack on a
jetliner over Detroit, combined
with technological improve-
ments to protect people’s sense
of modesty, could lead to dra-
matically wider use of full-body
millimeter-wave scanners that
can see through travelers’
clothing.

Dutch officials said
Wednesday they will immedi-
ately begin using the ma-
chines at Amsterdam’s air-
port, where the Nigerian ac-
cused of trying to blow up the
Northwest Airlines plane be-
gan his flight.

And a key European law-
maker also called for greater
use of the scanners, which use
high-frequency radio waves to
to spot explosives and other
nonmetallic objects a metal
detector would miss.

In the U.S., the Transporta-
tion Security Administration
has not said whether it will ac-
celerate its plans to roll out the
machines. TSA already oper-

ates 40 of them in U.S. airports,
has bought an additional 150,
and plans to buy 300 more.

In fact, the new scanners
have effectively replaced met-
al detectors at checkpoints in
the U.S.: Albuquerque, N.M.,
Las Vegas; Miami; San Fran-
cisco; Salt Lake City; and Tul-
sa, Okla.

That covers only a small
slice of the 2,100 security lanes
at the United States’ 450 air-
ports. But TSA could find the
climate more favorable for an
expansion.

At least one congressman
who has pushed for restric-
tions on full-body scanners
said he would moderate his
stance if the technology could
better respect privacy. Ac-
cording to several companies
that make full-body scanners,
software — rather than hu-
man screeners — eventually
could be capable of detecting
suspicious objects on travel-
ers’ bodies as they pass
through the machines.

‘‘This is a solution everyone
can live with,’’ said Rep. Jason

Chaffetz, R-Utah, who spon-
sored a measure that would
prohibit the use of whole-body
imaging for ‘‘primary’’
screening, in place of metal
detectors. The House ap-
proved the measure 310-118,
and it is pending in the Senate.
‘‘The goal should be to be more
effective, but less invasive.’’

Body scanners that peer
through clothing have been
available for years, but their
introduction has been slowed
by objections from such priva-
cy advocates as the American
Civil Liberties Union, which
has denounced the machines
as a ‘‘virtual strip search’’ be-
cause they display the body’s
contours on a computer screen
with great clarity.

Umar Farouk Abdulmutal-
lab, the passenger who author-
ities say concealed explosives
in his underwear and tried to
ignite them as his plane was
coming in for a landing in De-
troit, did not go through such a
scan at Amsterdam’s Schiphol
airport. The European Parlia-
ment voted last year against
using such machines.

New software, however,
can protect travelers’ privacy
by producing a stylized image

of the body instead of a more
detailed picture.

In announcing the govern-
ment’s change in policy, Dutch
Interior Minister Guusje Ter
Horst said full-body scanners
probably would have spotted
the explosives on Abdulmutal-
lab.

Fifteen full-body scanners
with privacy-protecting soft-
ware will be used at the Am-
sterdam airport to screen pas-
sengers boarding flights to the
U.S., authorities said.

The 15 scanners will not be
enough to handle all the pas-
sengers, so some people will
need to be patted down. Schip-
hol is waiting for a govern-
ment directive on whether to
buy more machines, airport
spokeswoman Kathelijn Ver-
meulen said. Full-body scan-
ners can cost between $130,000
and $200,000.

The broader European op-
position to such decisions
seemed to be fading Wednes-
day as Peter van Dalen, vice
chairman of the European
Parliament’s transport com-
mittee, said a demonstration
of the newer technology
showed the scanners do not vi-
olate travelers’ privacy. He
urged the installation of the
equipment across the 27-na-
tion bloc.

However, some manufac-
turers, including Rapiscan
Systems and L-3 Communica-
tions Holdings Inc., already
offer privacy enhancements
such as blurred faces or bodily
images that look like chalk
outlines. TSA just bought 150
machines from Rapiscan, and
L-3 makes scanners used in
Amsterdam and the U.S.

Under TSA rules in effect in
the U.S., images produced by
full-body scans are viewed in a
location not visible to the pub-
lic. The security officer assist-
ing the passenger cannot view
the image, and the officer who
sees the image never sees the
passenger.

Cuban President Raul Castro

Resort: Since Cuba opened up to international tourism in the 1990s, hotels such as Spanish
chain Sol Melia’s Las Americas on Varadero beach have provided top-notch hospitality for
foreigners. EMBASSY OF CUBA.

Ill-concealed weapon: A person with a knife hidden his back is
shown in a scanner that uses millimeter-wave technology
during a test run at Schiphol airport in 2007. REUTERS
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