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Sri Lanka independence day

A new era of peace in Asia’s oldest democracy

Mahinda Rajapaksa
PRESIDENT OF SRI LANKA

----------------------------------------

The 62nd anniversary of
independence we mark today
has special significance being
the first such celebration of our
freedom since the defeat of
terrorism in our country last
year and as it takes place soon
after our people have
expressed their firm and
resounding commitment to
democracy.

The freedom from colonial
rule that we gained 62 years
ago is now more meaningful
because we have been
liberated from the forces of
separatist terrorism that
marred our freedom for nearly
half the period since
independence and gravely
threatened the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of our
country.

As much as we recall with
gratitude the great contributions
made by our patriots of the past
in the struggle for
independence, it is also fitting
that we pay tribute in full
measure to all our heroic troops
and their families for the
sacrifices made in the battle
against terrorism, as well as all
sections of our people for the
patriotism they showed in
putting up with the hardships
during this battle to restore
freedom and democracy to our
entire country.

We are particularly grateful
for the courage shown by the
people as we were confronted
with the armed might of the

forces of terrorism from within,
as well as forces from outside
who sought to pressure us into
conceding to the aims of those
who used terrorism as a political
weapon.

We are also grateful to all
friendly nations, from East and
West, those near and far, who
understood the true nature of
the struggle we were engaged in
and extended to us all support to
achieve our objective of true
freedom for our country and
people.

As we move into the new era
of peace in our country, we are
ready to face the challenges of
the future. It is necessary that
we give equal priority to the
tasks of national reconciliation
and the building of trust among
all sections of our people, as
well as to development that will
take us to our rightful place in
the community of nations. The
fruits of peace and the aspects

of development that were not
neglected despite our major
occupation with the battle
against terrorism are already
seen in the many projects
initiated and completed in the
power and energy sectors and
in infrastructure development.

As our forefathers did in the
glorious days of our past, and
the more recent leaders in the
struggle for freedom showed us,
we remain committed to a
single, unitary Sri Lanka, where
all our people, irrespective of
differences of ethnicity, religion
or political persuasion, can
enjoy the full benefits of
freedom, development and
equal rights in a democratic
society.

The new and even stronger
mandate you have given us
gives greater confidence to
move ahead in building the
‘‘New’’ Sri Lanka, which we
envisage as the hub of
economic activity and a beacon
of progress in our region;
together with a full commitment
to the Rights of Man which are
integral to the heritage
bestowed on us from the past.

On this historic and
significant anniversary of
freedom, let us rededicate our
nation to the ideals of peace,
tolerance, mutual trust and
progress, in the democratic
tradition our people have
cherished and protected as the
oldest democracy in Asia.

I wish you a prosperous
future.

May our nation be blessed by
the Noble Triple Gem.

Resplendent land: A Sri Lankan dance troupe performs at the Sri Lanka Festival held Sept. 12-13 at Yoyogi Park in Shibuya
Ward, Tokyo. EMBASSY OF SRI LANKA

Friendship with Japan continues to grow
Esala Weerakoon
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES OF SRI LANKA IN

JAPAN

------------------------------------------

I have the honor to convey
warm greetings and best
wishes from the
people and the
government of
Sri Lanka to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, as
well as to the friendly people
of Japan and the government
of Japan on the happy occa-
sion of the 62nd anniversary

of Sri Lanka’s Independence.
I also extend my best wishes
to all the Sri Lankan nation-
als living in Japan on this
auspicious occasion.

Our National Day this year
has a special significance
since it also marks the re-elec-
tion of His Excellency Mahin-
da Rajapaksba in the recently
concluded Presidential Elec-
tion in Sri Lanka. The historic
victory of President Rajapak-
sa in the election, which for the
first time in decades covered
the entire country, as a result
of the defeat of terrorism, will
enable the consolidation of
peace and rapid economic de-

velopment throughout the
country.

Sri Lanka is a long-standing
friend of Japan. Our countries
being two of the oldest democ-
racies in Asia have enjoyed
excellent bilateral relations
o  n a broad front. Culturally,
our countries have been influ-
enced by the teachings of the
Buddha whose philosophy has
moulded the outlook of our
peoples. This cultural affinity
has contributed to our close
and enduring relationship.
These relations have expan-
ded over the years not only on
the level of governmental ties
but also on the level of people-

to-people exchanges. I ex-
press my appreciation to all
the individuals and institu-
tions connected with Sri Lan-
ka who have played an impor-
tant role in furthering our
friendly relations. We can
take delight in the fact that
they stand poised to improve
even further in the coming
years.

Sri Lanka and Japan estab-
lished diplomatic relations in
1952. Our bilateral relations
have grown stronger with ev-
ery passing year. Japan’s con-
tinued support on issues af-
fecting Sri Lanka’s interest at
regional and international fo-

rums has been a great source
of encouragement for us. Sri
Lanka and Japan cooperate
closely within regional forums
such as the Colombo Plan, the
ASEAN Regional Forum and
the Asia Cooperation Dia-
logue.

I recall with gratitude the
government of Japan’s contin-
ued support to Sri Lanka over
the years in the field of devel-
opment assistance and techni-
cal cooperation. That support
has covered many areas such
as transportation, telecom-
munications, irrigation, agri-
culture, fisheries and power
and energy. In recent years,
our relations have assumed a
new impetus as a result of
growing economic collabora-
tion. We expect further growth
in the coming year in the areas
of tourism, investment, trade,
educational exchanges as well
as interparliamentary visits.

An important landmark in
recent bilateral cooperation
was the construction funded
jointly by both governments of
a museum at the UNESCO
World Heritage site of Sigiri-
ya. The Sigiriya Museum,
which opened in July, will
greatly encourage visitors to
learn more about the histori-
cal importance, natural beau-
ty and cultural splendor of Si-
giriya. The Sigiriya Museum
will remain a special symbol
of the cultural relations be-
tween Sri Lanka and Japan.
The museum will be a reposi-
tory of our heritage in litera-
ture, architecture, sculpture
and painting.

Sri Lanka stands today at a
historic moment of tremen-
dous opportunity and begins a
new chapter in nation building
following the end of more than
three decades of terrorism.
Peace has now been bestowed
on our country. The aspira-
tions of all our communities to
live in peace and harmony as
one nation has materialized.
As peace and prosperity beck-

on our country, the develop-
ment assistance given by the
government of Japan is of vi-
tal importance.

I take this opportunity to
pay tribute to our valiant secu-
rity forces for the sacrifice
they have made and their
courage and determination
that has today ensured that on
this 62nd anniversary of Inde-
pendence Day we stand to-

gether as one united nation
that is free of the threat of ter-
rorism.

The Northern Development
Program ‘‘Waddakil Wasan-
tham’’ will ensure that the in-
ternally displaced will be re-
settled in their original places
of habitation in the shortest
possible time and that large-
scale development programs
that are already under way in

the Northern Province will
bring about a massive trans-
formation of that region.

I look forward with confi-
dence to the enduring friend-
ship between Sri Lanka and
Japan being further en-
hanced in the coming year
and to continuing friendly
collaboration and dialogue
with the government and peo-
ple of Japan.
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Sri Lanka independence day/world

Catholic charm: Pope Benedict XVI leads a ceremony in St.
Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Tuesday. AP

Heroes help Sri Lanka
attain absolute freedom

Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka
PRIME MINISTER OF SRI LANKA

------------------------------------------

Freedom is desired by all liv-
ing beings.

Sri Lanka, enriched by Bud-
dhist values, is a nation that
gives importance to the free-
dom of the individual.

Inhumane acts of a few in
the society violate the free-
dom of the entire society. The
value of freedom is deeply felt
when it is lost, more than when
it is enjoyed.

History shows that there
was a period when Sri Lan-

kans were longing for free-
dom. And during that period
great national personalities
have emerged, who surmount-
ing all barriers had achieved
the coveted goals for the na-
tion.

We recently passed an era
when freedom was limited to a
word. During that bleak peri-
od the society had to live in
fear and with uncertainty of
the future. However, the coun-
try was fortunate enough at
that juncture to be blessed
with heroes who sacrificed
their lives to bring freedom
and happiness to the nation by
ending the scourge of terror-
ism that lasted nearly 30
years.

Freedom that was achieved
in February 1948 became
more meaningful in 1972. It is
strengthened to an absolute
freedom in 2010, with the re-
sults of the recently concluded
presidential election where
Sri Lankans freely expressed
their democratic rights.

I believe that all the citizens
of this country will now unite
to bring a brighter future to
our motherland.

Emerging as a ‘Wonder of Asia’ is within reach

Rohitha Bogollagama
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

------------------------------------------

Rising from the shackles of co-
lonialism 62 years ago and an-
nihilating an almost three-de-
cade-long grip of terrorism
from our shores eight months
ago, we celebrate this anni-
versary of independence in
2010 with a great sense of one-
ness and pride. Nearly half of
our country’s contemporary
independent history has wit-
nessed a struggle against the
brutal forces of terrorism,
which sought to tear asunder
the very sovereignty of our
great nation gained by our
forefathers.

The successful humanitari-

an operation to extricate our
motherland from the jackboot
of terrorism under the com-
mitted leadership of President
Mahinda Rajapaksa has
brought a new Sri Lanka to its
people and the world at large.
The vote at the recent presi-
dential election is an over-
whelming endorsement by the
people of this country of Presi-
dent Rajapaksa’s achieve-
ments for their betterment,
and providing a firmer foun-
dation for the further
strengthening of national ami-
ty, progress and prosperity of
our nation as envisioned in the
‘‘Mahinda Chintana’’ (Mahin-
da Vision).

The defeat of the separatist
terrorists, one time thought to
be invincible, has been
achieved, thus eradicating the
plague of terrorism. I pay trib-
ute to our heroic forces who
valiantly fought to eliminate
terrorism to secure our
blessed country, and the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka, for the resil-
ience demonstrated by their
sacrifices through those dark
days of uncertainty.

A new era of peace and
hope has dawned for the coun-
try with a renewed mandate
for the continued leadership
of President Rajapaksa,
which also comes with the be-
ginning of another decade. Sri
Lanka is now wholly poised as
a free country to achieve pros-
perity, which the people so
richly deserve. This freedom,
I believe, enriches the
achievement of our indepen-
dence in 1948. While in the
clutches of terrorist conflict,
unprecedented development
work has been undertaken by
the government, with the last
four years recording an ex-
ceptional increase in per capi-
ta income, enabling sustained
economic growth. Sri Lanka
is a land of plenty, fertile in

rich resources that provide
the very basis for the coun-
try’s economic resistance to a
turbulent world economy, ex-
acerbated by having to defend
the onslaught of terrorism do-
mestically.

Mega development pro-
grams are being actively pur-
sued in the country with the
initiation of the construction of
harbors, airports, roads, elec-
tricity generating stations,
etc. Investments are flowing
into the country with new em-
ployment avenues being gen-
erated, further empowering
the people with the accruing
benefits which the govern-
ment has sought to spread eq-
uitably with the distribution of
equal resources throughout
the country. The surge toward
the country’s development
and glory has now begun in
earnest, which we must sus-
tain to emerge as a ‘‘Wonder of
Asia’’ in the near future.

Guided by the principles of
nonalignment and being
friends with all in the conduct
of foreign relations has earned
Sri Lanka a pivotal position in
the global community. The
bedrock of our engagement
with the international commu-
nity has been one of modera-
tion, engagement and peace-
ful coexistence, which have fa-
cilitated Sri Lanka to continue
to play an important role in the
United Nations and other mul-
tilateral forums, culminating
in currently being chair of the
South Asian Association for
Regional  Cooperation
(SAARC), and Asia Coopera-
tion Dialogue (ACD) and en-
dorsed to take the top slots of
the G-15 this year and Com-
monwealth in three years. The
diverse interests of Sri Lanka
have been served through its
membership in multilateral
forums, which also include
BIMSTEC, IORARC, G-77,

Shanghai Cooperation Dia-
logue and the ASEAN Region-
al Forum. Sri Lanka has never
been bereft of friends in the in-
ternational community and
this is an appropriate opportu-
nity to extend our apprecia-
tion for the assistance ren-
dered to us in countering ter-
rorism to safeguard the
sovereignty of this nation and
enhancing economic develop-
ment.

On this momentous anni-
versary of independence, with
the added significance of it be-
ing in immediate succession of
the first post-conflict national
election, let us Sri Lankans all
come together in a spirit of
trust and understanding, leav-
ing aside differences to re-
dedicate ourselves to be unit-
ed as a single nation, commu-
nity and citizenry, and
embark on a journey to lead
Sri Lanka into new vistas for a
brighter future. Following in
the footsteps of those Sri Lan-
kans who freed our country
from colonial domination, it is
time that we banished any ha-
tred and mistrust among us,
and let no force quell the pitch
of democratic institutions be-
ing reinvigorated that has be-
gun in order to create an equal
political space for us all.

I reiterate the call of Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa for
all Sri Lankans living over-
seas to return to Sri Lanka and
join in being true stakeholders
of Sri Lanka’s economic and
social advancement. As we
celebrate our anniversary of
independence in this new de-
cade of the 21st century, let us
all march forward united, to
secure and begin an era with a
greater vibrant democracy
and spiraling development for
the country, while achieving
our own aspirations.

It is a ‘‘New’’ Sri Lanka that
is before us today.

Economic policy sustains progress
Sumitaka Fujita
CHAIRMAN, THE JAPAN-SRI LANKA

BUSINESS COOPERATION COMMITTEE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Sri
Lanka Business Cooperation
Committee (JSLBCC), it is
my great plea-
sure to extend
our most heart-
felt congratula-
tions to the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka
on the occasion
of the 62nd anni-
versary of their
independence.

The JSLBCC was estab-
lished in August 1979 with the
objective of expanding trade,
investment and tourism, as
well as promoting other pro-
ductive bilateral business ini-

tiatives. In addition to period-
ic joint meetings, the commit-
tee organizes events and as-
semblies to facilitate active
interaction among Japanese
and Sri Lankan government
and business leaders.

Last November in Colom-
bo, JSLBCC conducted our
15th joint meeting. Senior Sri
Lankan government officials,
business leaders of both coun-
tries and a large number of
parties involved in bilateral
trade, investment and new
business promotion partici-
pated in this successful event.
Through this interaction, Jap-
anese businesspeople gained
a clear understanding of the
high quality, flexibility and
adaptability of Sri Lanka’s la-
bor force, as well as the geo-

graphical advantage the
country enjoys located in the
heart of the enormous South
Asian market and its roughly
1.5 billion regional consum-
ers. Moreover, this first joint
meeting in three years pro-
vided an opportunity for par-
ticipants to renew old friend-
ships and establish new ones.
In Colombo, I felt a sense of
high expectations for the
strong future growth and de-
velopment of the Sri Lankan
economy.

As we are all aware, Japan
and Sri Lanka have a very
long and rich historical rela-
tionship, particularly in terms
of cultural exchange involving
our shared Buddhist tradi-
tions. Thanks to growing com-
mercial relationships, Japa-

nese firms have become fa-
miliar with the special charac-
teristics of the Sri Lankan peo-
ple, valuing their diligent na-
ture and remaining grateful
for the warmth they extend to

Japanese people.
In closing, we trust that Sri

Lanka’s continuing policy of
welcoming foreign companies
will sustain and enhance its re-
markable progress. Please be

assured that the JSLBCC will
continue to promote active
economic exchange and ever-
closer commercial ties be-
tween Japanese and Sri Lan-
kan businesses.

Pope’s swipe at
British equality
laws angers foes
Benedict criticizes
legislation aimed at
protecting women,
gays ahead of visit

London
AP

------------------------------------------

Pope Benedict XVI’s condem-
nation of British equality leg-
islation designed to protect
gays and women in the work-
place has deepened the battle
lines between the Vatican and
secularists, who demand that
taxpayers not foot the security
bill for his newly announced
September visit.

‘‘I am sure many others feel
the same resentment as we do
at the National Secular Society
at funding the presence of
someone who wishes to impose
a reactionary agenda of social
change on us,’’ said the group’s
president, Terry Sanderson.

The society said it would
stage a film festival during
Benedict’s visit, featuring ‘‘The
Magdalene Sisters,’’ about
Catholic nuns’ harsh care of
teenage mothers in Ireland,
and ‘‘The Boys of St. Vincent,’’
about sexual abuse at a Catho-
lic orphanage in Canada. Other
protests are planned.

It’s not the only conflict be-
tween Britons and the pontiff.
Benedict recently surprised
the Church of England by in-
viting traditionalist Anglicans
who oppose women priests
and bishops into the Roman
Catholic fold, and riled Mus-
lims four years ago by quoting
a medieval description of the
Prophet Muhammad’s teach-
ings as ‘‘evil and inhuman.’’

The 82-year-old Benedict,
who was the Vatican’s chief
doctrinal enforcer before suc-
ceeding John Paul II in 2005,
has put a firm, conservative
stamp on his papacy. Reinvigo-
rating the faith in an increas-
ingly secular Europe has been
a central mission of his papacy.

In an address to English
bishops on Monday in which he
confirmed his planned visit,
Benedict said some British
legislation had imposed ‘‘un-
just limitations on the free-
dom of religious communities
to act in accordance with their
beliefs.’’ Benedict did not
make a specific complaint
about equality acts past or
pending, but complained that
the law had in some cases vio-
lated ‘‘the natural law upon
which the equality of all hu-
man beings is grounded and
by which it is guaranteed.’’

On the ground of natural law,
the Roman Catholic catechism
also condemns homosexual acts
as ‘‘intrinsically dissolute.’’

Many critics in Britain saw
the pope’s comments as a crit-
icism of labor legislation —
both existing and proposed —
and also interpreted it as de-
nouncing the notion of hiring
women, transsexuals and
gays in the church.

The issue of homosexual
rights brought the church into
collision with British law,
which holds that no organiza-
tion can discriminate against
gays. That applies to adoption
agencies, even Catholic ones,
who were refusing to place
children with gay couples.

In response, five formerly
Catholic agencies cut their
ties to the church so that they
could continue to operate.

The Catholic Church, along
with the Church of England, also
raised concerns about a current
equality bill. Existing equality
laws offer an exemption for
church officials such as priests.
The new measure initially at-
tempted to change the definition
of who was exempt, but the gov-
ernment backed down in the
face of protests that the new pro-
posal was ambiguous.

Benedict’s remarks fanned
debate about the conflict be-
tween secular and religious
agendas. ‘‘What the pope, to-
gether with other religious
leaders such as the (Church of
England) bishops sitting in
our own Parliament are actu-
ally seeking, is for religious
people to be allowed to dis-
criminate against others in
employment, services, educa-
tion and many other areas, un-
fettered by the laws that ev-
eryone else in society must
abide by and respect,’’ said
Naomi Phillips of the British
Humanist Association.

Increasing numbers of Brit-
ons disagree with the Catholic
Church’s view on homosexual-
ity. The latest Social Attitudes
Survey found that 36 percent
thought homosexual acts were
usually or always wrong, com-
pared to 62 percent who
thought that way in 1983.

The pope’s views on homo-
sexuality and his opposition to
women priests match those of
many in the Church of Eng-
land’s 77 million-member An-
glican Communion, which is
on the verge of schism over
gay clergy.

In October, the Vatican
roiled the Church of England
by making it easier for Angli-
cans upset over women priests
and gay bishops to join the
Catholic Church while retain-
ing many of their Anglican
traditions, including married
priests. The Anglicans’ spiri-
tual leader, Archbishop Row-
an Williams, wasn’t consulted
and was informed only at the
last minute.

Cultural heritage: The Sigiriya Museum, which opened in July, showcases the results of nearly
three decades of archaeological research at the Sigiriya UNESCO World Heritage site and the
Sigiriya-Dambulla area.

Ancient city: The exhibits at the Sigiriya Museum will give visitors an understanding of the
history of Sigiriya from prehistory to the present.
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