
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 2/15/20010 PAGE: 5 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 22:36:24

2/15/1910 / / PT SUP/PG 5/ED 1

(4) THE JAPAN TIMES MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2010 5

world/Serbia national day

Sudan leader
faces tough
election fight
Bitter ethnic
rivalries may
help al-Bashir
to win April poll

Guillaume Lavallee
Khartoum
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

His 21-year reign has with-
stood civil wars and an inter-
national arrest warrant, but
Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir may face more than he
bargained for as the opposi-
tion musters for elections.

Al-Bashir launched his re-
election bid with great fanfare
Saturday, extolling the devel-
opmental benefits of his lead-
ership. ‘‘When we came to pow-
er, everything was lacking and
people spent long hours wait-
ing for bread and gas, but now
it’s the bread that awaits the
people,’’ he told thousands of
supporters in Khartoum’s twin
city, Omdurman.

But he faces his first real
electoral test in April, when he
is being challenged by 11 oppo-
sition candidates, among
them former Prime Minister
Sadiq al-Mahdi and former
rebel leader Yasser Arman.

Al-Mahdi, who heads the
largest opposition party, Um-
ma, has support in the north,
He sees himself as the rightful
leader after he was ousted by
al-Bashir in a 1989 military
coup.

Arman, a northern secular
Muslim and candidate for the
southern former rebel group
Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement, commands votes

in the mostly Christian south,
which fought a 22-year civil
war with the Muslim north.

Al-Bashir, firmly en-
sconced despite being sought
by the International Criminal
Court for alleged war crimes
in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur
region, has several advantag-
es going into the elections.

The feared security ser-
vices are loyal to him and if
they intervene his victory
would be secured, opposition
officials say.

His National Congress Par-
ty registered a robust number
of voters in November and De-
cember, while the bloc proba-
bly most hostile to him, the
residents of Darfur’s refugee
camps, boycotted the process.

Still, and in the absence of
opinion polls that could sug-
gest an outcome before voters
cast their ballots between
April 11 and 13, al-Bashir is on
uncertain ground.

The country is rife with con-
flict and poverty. About
300,000 people have died in
Darfur since rebels took up
arms against Khartoum in
2003, the United Nations says.

Emerging from the devas-
tating war that pitted the dom-
inant Muslim and Arab north-
ern Sudanese against the
largely non-Muslim, non-Arab
southerners, even the most ba-
sic services are lacking in
much of the remote and under-
developed regions of the coun-
try of about 40 million people.

Uncertainty has crept into a
public that had grown accus-
tomed to al-Bashir as the un-
shakable ruler.

Opposition groups plan to
stage a rally this month in Om-
durman, testing a controver-
sial law that bans protests not
approved by authorities.

Is climate deal already dead?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to peg global warming t  o a 2  -
degree rise in average tem-
peratures and gather rich and
poor countries in specific
pledges for curbing emissions.

And it promises money —
$30 billion for climate-vulner-
able poor countries by 2012,
with as much as $100 billion
annually by 2020.

Critics say there is no road
map for reaching the warming
target and point out the pledg-
es are voluntary, whereas the
Kyoto Protocol — which took
effect five years ago on Feb. 16
— has tough compliance pro-
visions for rich polluters.

Anger among small countries
sidelined from the huddle in Co-
penhagen was so fierce that the
paper failed to get approval at a
plenary session. That meant the
accord’s credibility rating i s
based on what happened Jan.
31, a self-described ‘‘soft’’ dead-
line set by the UNFCCC.

Under it, countries would
register their intended actions
for tackling carbon emissions
and say if they wish to be ‘‘as-
sociated’’ with the agreement.

The roster on actions is
nicely filled, but there are
glaring gaps in the ‘‘associa-
tion’’ side. China (the world’s
No. 1 polluter), India, Brazil
and South Africa, as well as
Russia among the developed
countries, have all failed to
make this endorsement.

The U.S. sees this as back-

sliding that could return nego-
tiations to the finger-pointing
and textual nitpicking that
brought Copenhagen so close
to disaster.

Washington’s climate point
man, Todd Stern, said last
week that he believed the big
four developing countries
‘‘will sign on.’’

‘‘The consequences of not do-
ing so are so serious — in a
word, leaving the accord still-
born, contrary to the clear as-
sent their leaders gave to the ac-
cord in Copenhagen,’’ he said.

The Chinese and Indian gov-
ernments declined to comment
on specifics of their positions.

Michael Zammit Cutajar,
former chairman of a UNFCCC
negotiating group, said the Co-
penhagen Accord was flawed
by ‘‘incoherence’’ as to how it
should dovetail with the overall
UNFCCC forum and parallel
talks on extending Kyoto.

‘‘Beyond the lack of clarity
in its drafting, its main weak-
ness is the lack of ambition
and identifying responsibili-
ties,’’ he said. ‘‘Who should do
what, and when, in order to
limit warming to 2C?’’

Saleemul Huq with the In-
ternational Institute for Envi-
ronment and Development in
London, said the key develop-
ing nations, by refusing to en-
dorse the accord, ‘‘are clearly
signaling their view that the
UNFCCC process is still the
only game in town.’’

Bilateral relations with Japan gain in prominence
Ivan Mrkic
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

------------------------------------------

It is my profound privilege
and great pleasure to express
my deepest re-
spect, heartiest
greetings and
warmest wish-
es to Their Im-
perial Majes-
ties Emperor
Akihito and Em-
press Michiko
and the members of the Imperi-
al family, as well as to Yukio
Hatoyama, the prime minister,
the government and the friend-
ly people of Japan on this auspi-
cious occasion of the National
Day of Serbia. It also gives me
the special opportunity to greet
the distinguished readers of
The Japan Times and to extend
my best wishes to Serbian citi-

zens residing in Japan.
The cooperation between

Serbia and Japan gained in
dynamics in the year behind
us and its content was further
enriched by the high-level
meetings of both countries’
officials.

The visit of Vuk Jeremic,
the first minister of foreign
affairs of the Republic of Ser-
bia to officially visit Japan,
upon the invitation of Kat-
suya Okada, minister of for-
eign affairs of Japan, in Octo-
ber 2009, represents an event
of special significance for our
bilateral relations. In the
ministerial meeting, a num-
ber of conclusions for direct-
ing our future cooperation
were agreed upon. Minister
Okada also accepted Minis-
ter Jeremic’s invitation to
visit Serbia.

During the visit of Minister
Jeremic, a Joint Statement of
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Serbia and the Japan
Bank for International Coop-
eration was signed, stipulat-
ing joint participation in the
projects of developing renew-
able energy sources. This is
of special importance to Ser-
bia, having in mind the lead-
ing role Japan plays in pro-
moting and effectuating
green policy in applying ad-
vanced technologies. Minis-
ter Jeremic’s visit has been
mutually assessed as a very
successful one, representing
an introduction into the forth-
coming official visit to Japan
of President of the Republic
of Serbia Boris Tadic.

Last spring, Bozidar Djel-
ic, Serbia’s deputy prime
minister for EU integration
and minister for science and
technological development,
visited Japan, having a se-
ries of fruitful discussions
with the highest representa-

tives of the Ministry of Econ-
omy, Trade and Industry and
the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, as well as in the
Cabinet of the prime minister
of Japan. Deputy Prime Min-
ister Djelic also had a num-
ber of meetings with the pres-
idents of various institutes
and universities, discussing
the strengthening of our in-
teraction in the fields of sci-
ence and education, on the
basis of a existing bilateral
Agreement on Cooperation in
Science and Technology.

Japan is one of the leading
and much appreciated donors
of grant aid to Serbia, espe-
cially in the field of health
care, education and transport.
Japan’s economic assistance
to Serbia is about to transform
into new, higher forms of coop-
eration and Japan is now con-
sidering financing some very
important ecological projects
in our country. At the same
time, growing interest of Jap-
anese corporations and com-
panies for their stronger pres-
ence in the Serbian market
has been observed, while Ser-
bia, due to its geographical po-
sition and foreign and internal
policy, is steadily becoming a
destination more and more at-
tractive for foreign capital
and investments.

Our bilateral cooperation
with Japan continues to de-
velop in many other areas,
like culture and art. This
month, the famous Serbian
National Folk Dance Ensem-
ble Kolo is on tour in Japan

and will perform in 26 con-
certs all around the country.
This is a unique opportunity
for Japanese audiences to en-
joy colorful and dynamic per-
formances of traditional Ser-
bian dances and songs.

Also on this occasion, I
would like to mention some
achievements in the Serbian
accession process into the
European Union. Last year
Serbia effectuated a visa-
free regime with EU coun-
tries, implemented an Inter-
im Trade Agreement with the
EU and, most importantly,
Serbia officially presented
its candidacy for full-fledged
membership in this unique
organization, representing
the crown of the most suc-

cessful peace, development
and civilization project in the
history of Europe.

Finally, I wish to stress
Serbia’s devotion to interna-
tional law and regional stabil-
ity. Recently, we have set a
historical example by resort-
ing to political and diplomatic
means in the case of the uni-
lateral declaration of inde-
pendence by the Albanian mi-
nority in Kosovo, which could
have ignited a new turmoil in
the Balkans. We are looking
forward to the decision of the
International Court of Justice
in The Hague on the basis of
which we shall be furthering
our cause and our sovereign
and inalienable rights.

We in Serbia are very
pleased about the strength and
capacity of the foundations
built jointly by Serbia and Ja-
pan, upon which a prosperous
and multidimensional rela-
tionship has been projected.

In conclusion, I would like to
express once again my grati-
tude to The Japan Times for
giving me the opportunity to
address its esteemed readers
on this joyous occasion. I
would also like to thank all
those Japanese friends and as-
sociations actively engaged in
deepening our mutual under-
standing and developing our
bilateral relations with my
best wishes for the welfare
and prosperity of the Japa-
nese people, as well as for fur-
ther deepening of our friendly
relations and overall coopera-
tion in the years to come.

Serbia takes big steps toward EU
Takehiro Togo
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-SERBIA FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION

------------------------------------------

I would like to express hearty
congratulations on the occa-
sion of the National Day of
the Republic of
Serbia.

Last year,
Serbia took sev-
eral important
steps, politically
and economical-
ly, that promise
a better future
for Serbia toward integration
into the European Community.

Politically, discussions
have started in the Interna-
tional Court of Justice on the
legality of the declaration of
independence of Kosovo. The
International Criminal Tribu-
nal for the former Yugoslavia
appreciated the continued bet-
ter cooperation of Serbia,
leading the EU Council to lift
the suspension of the Transi-
tional Trade Agreement with
Serbia. The waiving of visa re-
quirements for Serbians visit-
ing EU countries took effect on
Dec. 19, 2009. Three days later,

Serbia submitted its formal
application for membership of
the EU, which was appraised
by the prime minister of Swe-
den as an important step not
only for Serbia but for the en-
tire region, and who indicated
2010 as the year for Serbia’s
candidacy for EU and 2014 for
full membership.

Economically, the presi-
dent of the central bank of Ser-
bia predicted a lower rate of
inflation, the recovery of ex-
ports and the extension of an
agreement with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund that will
stabilize the financial sector.
The EU’s European Invest-
ment Bank has made grants
for the improvement of finan-
cial, social and scientific
areas as well as for small and
medium enterprises. These
grants were made to show the
determination to assist Serbia
for integration into the EU and
solidarity with the countries
affected by the world financial
crisis.

These are all very impor-
tant developments not only for
Serbia but for all the West Bal-
kan region, which is rich in

common cultural heritage and
industrial capacity.

Bilateral relations with Ja-
pan also were strengthened by
the visit of Deputy Prime Min-
ister Bozidar Djelic and For-
eign Minister Vuk Jeremic.
The Japan-Serbia Friendship
Association will make all ef-
forts for better friendship and
cooperation between Japan
and Serbia.

Economic ties continue to flourish
Ichiro Aisawa
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-SERBIA

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Serbia
Parliamentary Friendship
League, I would like to
express my sin-
cere congratu-
lations on the
occasion of the
National Day of
the Republic of
Serbia.

S  i  g  ni f icant
progress was
made toward Serbia’s integra-
tion into the European Union
during the year 2009. I wel-
come the news that Serbia for-
mally submitted its applica-
tion to join the EU in Decem-
ber 2009 and that from the
same month Serbian citizens
were eligible for visa-free

travel to the Schengen zone.
I am confident that this visi-

ble progress for the integra-
tion of Serbia into the EU will
surely contribute to Serbia’s
further development, the sta-
bility of southeast Europe and,
consequently, the expansion
of future potential in the eco-
nomic relations between Ja-
pan and Serbia.

The year 2009 was also a
very fruitful one for the rela-
tionship between Japan and
Serbia. In April, Bozidar Djel-
ic, deputy prime minister for
EU integration and minister
of science and technological
development visited Japan.
The visit of Vuk Jeremic, min-
ister of foreign affairs, in Oc-
tober was the first by a Serbi-
an foreign minister to Japan
since the formation of the Re-
public of Serbia.

Serbia is at the heartland of
the Balkan Peninsula and
functions as the center of re-
gional trade and traffic, thus,
at the strategic crossroad. The
fertile country is also abun-
dant in highly educated work-
ers and rich in mineral re-
sources. Japanese companies
are increasingly interested in
Serbia and a business environ-
ment research mission by the
Japan External Trade Organi-
zation (JETRO) was sent to
Serbia in November 2009.

I sincerely hope that the
above-mentioned develop-
ments in the last year will lead
Serbia to become one of the
emerging countries in the
world economy in the very
near future and its bilateral
relations with Japan in vari-
ous fields will be developed
further.

Holy site: The Patriarchate of Pec, built in the 13th century in
Kosovo, is the main seat of the Serbian Orthodox Church and
was listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage in Danger in
2006. EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

President of the Republic of
Serbia Boris Tadic

Tradition: The Serbian National Folk Dance Ensemble Kolo is
on tour in Japan, performing in Tokyo, Nagoya, Takamatsu,
Yamaguchi, Takatsuki, Matsumoto, Kamakura, Sendai
Yamagata and many other cities, through March 15.

Historic visit: Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic meets his
counterpart, Katsuya Okada, during his official visit to Japan
from Oct. 29 through Nov. 1 last year.

Unshakable ruler: Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir
addresses supporters in Khartoum on Tuesday. REUTERS
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