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Warm seas eroding Greenland glacier bases: study
Paris
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Greenland’s continent-size ice
sheet is being significantly
eroded by winds and currents
that drive warmer water into
fjords, where it carves out the
base of coastal glaciers, ac-
cording to studies released
Sunday.

The icy mass sitting atop
Greenland holds enough water
to boost global sea levels b  y 7
meters, potentially drowning
low-lying coastal cities and
deltas around the world.

At present, the ocean water-
mark is rising at around 3 mm
per year, a figure that com-
pares with 1.8 mm annually in
the early 1960s.

But Greenland’s contribu-
tion has more than doubled in
the past decade, and scientists
suspect climate change is
largely to blame, although ex-
actly how this is occurring is
fiercely debated.

Some theories point to air
temperatures, which are ris-
ing faster in far northern lati-
tudes than the global average.

A rival idea is that shifting
currents and subtropical
ocean waters moving north
are eroding the foundation of
coastal glaciers, accelerating
their slide into the sea, espe-
cially those inside Greenland’s
many fjords.

Until now, however, these
studies have been mainly
based on mathematical mod-
els rather than observation.

A team of scientists led by
Fiammetta Straneo of Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institu-
tion in Massachusetts set out
to help fill that data void.

Working off of a ship in July
and September 2008, the re-
searchers took detailed mea-
surements of the water prop-
erties in the Sermilik fjord
connecting Helheim glacier in
eastern Greenland with the
ocean.

They found deep water
streaming into the fjord was
3-4 degrees Celsius, warm
enough to cut into the base of
the glaciers and hasten their
plunge into the sea.

Moored instruments left in

the fjord for eight months
showed that winds aligned
with the coastline played a
crucial role in the influx of
these warmer waters.

‘‘Our findings support in-
creased submarine melting as

a trigger for the glacier accel-
eration, but indicated a combi-
nation of atmospheric and oce-
anic changes as the likely
driver,’’ the researchers said.

In a separate field study,
Eric Rignot of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in Pasadena,
Calif., and colleagues tried to
calculate the relative share of
the causes of glacier loss.

Investigating the western
side of Greenland, they took
ocean measurements in Au-
gust 2008 in three fjords at the
base of four glaciers breaking
off into the sea, a process
known as calving.

Ocean melting, they found,
accounted for between 20 per-
cent and 75 percent of ice loss
from the glacier face, with
calving from the part of the
iceberg exposed to air ac-
counting for the rest.

Meanwhile, a study also
published in the journal Na-
ture Geoscience warned that
oceans could become more

acidic faster than at any
time over the past 65 million
years.

Andy Ridgwell and Daniella
Schmidt of the University of
Bristol in western England
compared past and future
changes in ocean acidity using
computer simulations.

They found that the surface
of the ocean is set to acidify
even faster than it did during a
well-documented episode of
greenhouse warming 55.5 mil-
lion years ago.

Accelerating acidification
has already begun to take a
toll on numerous marine ani-
mals that play a vital role in
ocean food chain and help
draw off huge quantities of
carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere.

The calcium carapace of
microscopic animals called
foraminifera living in the
Southern Ocean, for example,
have fallen in weight by a
third.

Carnival
duties too
much for
7-year-old
Rio de Janeiro
AP

------------------------------------------

She was cheered by legions of
carnival fans, but 7-year-old
Julia Lira, the youngest drum
corps queen in memory at
Rio’s lavish party, broke down
crying after being surrounded
by cameras early Monday.

Dressed in a sequined hal-
ter top and a miniskirt made of
purple feathers, the youngster
tentatively stepped through
the first meters of the parade.
Her father — the president of
the parading Viradouro sam-
ba group — then took her by
the hand and presented her to
the crowd. She smiled big for
the photographers and ador-
ing fans.

But 10 minutes into the
group’s parade and surround-
ed by dozens of photographers
and television cameramen,
the youngster broke down in
tears and was immediately
scooped up into the arms of
her unofficial handler, the
group’s spokeswoman, Joice
Hurtado, and taken away
from the attention.

After a five-minute cool-
down, Lira returned to her
place in front of the group’s
massive drum line, but was
quickly whisked through the
parade grounds by her father
and out of the media’s eye.

‘‘She just got scared after
having all those cameras thrust
in her face,’’ Hurtado said after
the parade. ‘‘After we got her
into her mother’s arms, she
quickly calmed down and put
on a great show.’’

While Lira bounced back and
began to samba at the helm of
the parade, television coverage
broadcast to millions in Brazil

steered clear of showing any
more shots of her.

Before the parade began,
Lira’s father, Marco, said that
‘‘she’s happy, she is ready to
dance.’’

After the parade, however,
both father and daughter
looked tired and emotionally
exhausted, though Lira man-
aged a few furtive smiles but

no words when asked how she
liked the event.

Some in the audience
thought she was not ready for
the spotlight.

‘‘She is too young to be a
drum corps queen,’’ said Mar-
ister Deniz, 60, who was
watching from the stands. ‘‘A
girl that size shouldn’t be
thrust in such a role.’’

But Jorge Elias Souza, a
member of the Viradouro
drum corps, said he was proud
of the girl regardless.

‘‘She is the embodiment of
all the love in our school,’’ he
said. ‘‘Normally a famous per-
son is the drum corps queen,
but her father is our president
and she is the center of our
family.’’

U.N. admits error on Netherlands
Geneva AFP-JIJI

The U.N. climate change panel admitted Sunday to having
imprecisely stated in a key report that 55 percent of the
Netherlands is under sea level, saying that is only the area at risk
of flooding.

The Dutch government this month asked the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to explain the figure, used in a
landmark 2007 report, saying its numbers were that only 26
percent of the country is below sea level.

The IPCC admitted Sunday the 55 percent figure was actually
the portion of the Netherlands ‘‘at risk of being flooded.’’ It insisted
the imprecision did not affect the conclusions of the report. The
panel said the figure had been supplied by a Dutch government
agency. Dutch Environment Ministry spokesman Trimo Vallaart
said Feb. 5 that the figure used by the IPCC included the area
below sea level — 26 percent — and the area threatened by river
flooding — 29 percent.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yanukovych declared poll winner
Kiev AP

Election officials have named Viktor Yanukovych as the official
winner of Ukraine’s presidential election, thwarting Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s hopes of overturning the vote.

Tymoshenko’s last recourse is now with the courts, after the
Central Election Commission on Sunday also dismissed her
complaints of fraud and misconduct in the Feb. 7 ballot.

Yanukovych won the contest by just 3.5 percentage points —
888,000 of the nearly 25.5 million ballots cast. The commission said
he won 48.95 percent in an election that saw nearly 70 percent
turnout. Tymoshenko garnered 45.47 percent, while another 4.36
percent of voters backed neither candidate.

The announcement appeared to have been rushed, coming three
days before the deadline, even as complaints of fraud poured in
from Tymoshenko’s staff.

On Saturday, Tymoshenko broke six days of silence since the
poll to ask Ukrainians to support her in challenging the election
results in court. She said the vote had been rigged.

Knack frontman Fieger dies at 57
Los Angeles REUTERS

The Knack’s lead singer, Doug Fieger, who cowrote the 1979 hit
‘‘My Sharona,’’ died Sunday, aged 57, after battling lung cancer
for six years.

Fieger was one of four founding members of The Knack,
which built a large following in the Los Angeles club scene of the
late 1970s. The band’s debut album, ‘‘Get The Knack,’’ which
included ‘‘My Sharona,’’ was recorded in 11 days for $17,000. It
was the first of six studio albums.

Billboard named ‘‘My Sharona’’ the No. 1 single of 1979 after it
held the No. 1 slot for six weeks.

Fieger cowrote ‘‘My Sharona’’ with band mate Berton Averre
after being initially rebuffed by a teenage girl of that name in
1978. She was 17 and at high school at the time and he was 26.

Fieger told People magazine in 1995 he had hoped she would
be flattered by such lines as ‘‘I always get it up for the touch of
the younger kind.’’

She eventually dumped her boyfriend, joined Fieger on tour,
graduated from high school and became a rock-star girlfriend for
three years. The woman, Sharona Alperin, has been selling real
estate to entertainment industry clients in Los Angeles for 20 years.

TV doctors fail first aid test: study
New York REUTERS

Medical teams from ‘‘ER’’ or ‘‘House’’ may race to respond to a
seizure but nearly half of the time the TV doctors and nurses do
the wrong thing, according to a Canadian study.

Researchers from Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova
Scotia, screened the popular medical dramas ‘‘Grey’s
Anatomy,’’ ‘‘House,’’ ‘‘Private Practice’’ and ‘‘ER’’ to see if TV
medical dramas were helping to educate the public about first
aid and seizures.

The researchers found in 327 episodes screened, 59 seizures
occurred. Fifty-one seizures took place in a hospital. Nearly all
first aid was performed by nurses or doctors.

But the study found inappropriate practices, such as holding
the person down, trying to stop involuntary movements or
putting something in the person’s mouth, occurred in 25 cases, or
nearly 46 percent of the incidents.

First aid management was shown appropriately in 17
seizures, or about 29 percent, and appropriateness of first aid
could not be determined in 15 incidents, or 25 percent, according
to the study released Sunday.

Researcher Andrew Moeller said television dramas were
potentially a powerful method of educating the public so it was a
concern to find that TV shows inaccurately showed seizure
management half the time.

Harem head faces rape, incest trial
Jerusalem AP

An Israeli man who kept a cultlike harem of women and fathered
dozens of children with them was charged in a Tel Aviv court
Sunday with enslavement, rape, incest and other sexual offenses.

The 25-page indictment accused 60-year-old Goel Ratzon of
setting himself up as a ‘‘godlike’’ figure who preyed on troubled
women while treating them like ‘‘chattel.’’

The case has captivated the Israeli public since Ratzon’s
arrest last month. Several of the women have come forward
with details of their unconventional lives, describing their
attraction to the man with flowing, long white hair.

Ratzon, who remains behind bars, has denied any wrongdoing
and said the women joined him voluntarily.

According to the indictment, Ratzon kept at least 21 women
who bore him a total of 49 children. It said he kept the women in a
state of near-total obedience in crowded apartments in the Tel
Aviv area, taking their welfare checks and making them take
bank loans that he then confiscated.

Some of the women have said they found him irresistible, and
said in interviews that he connected with them spiritually.

Ratzon was arrested last month but was not formally charged
until Sunday.

Prolific thriller author, former
jockey, Dick Francis dies at 89

London
AFP-JIJI, AP

------------------------------------------

Dick Francis, who has died at
the age of 89, was one of Brit-
ain’s most celebrated steeple-
chase jockeys who translated
his knowledge of the racing
world into a career as a best-
selling author.

As a prolific writer of more
than 40 thriller novels, Fran-
cis’s fame as an author soon
eclipsed his racing career.

He rode 2,305 races between
1948 and 1957, winning 345 of
them, and was one of the
Queen Mother’s favorite jock-
eys, although one of his most
bitter memories was failing to
land the 1956 Grand National
after her horse, Devon Loch,
collapsed within sight of cer-
tain victory.

He retired from racing a
few months after that incident
and soon published his autobi-
ography. His first novel fol-
lowed five years later.

It was the start of an ex-
traordinary writing career
that saw a new book produced
every year, translated into at
least 23 languages, yet he
maintained a self-effacing
modesty that won him many
friends.

During his writing career,
Francis won three Edgar Al-
len Poe awards given by The
Mystery Writers of America
for his novels ‘‘Forfeit’’ (1968),
‘‘Whip Hand’’ (1979) and
‘‘Come to Grief’’ (1995).

In recent years Francis
wrote novels jointly with son
Felix, including ‘‘Silks’’ (2008)
and ‘‘Even Money’’ (2009). A
new novel by the two, ‘‘Cross-
fire,’’ will be published later
this year.

The equine world was in
Francis’ blood — he was the
younger son of a horse broker.

At the outbreak of war he
wanted to join the cavalry but
eventually chose the Royal Air
Force and became a bomber
pilot.

When he left the army in 1946,
it was a natural step for him to
work in his father’s stables and
become an amateur jockey.

In 1947, he married Mary
Brenchley, whom he had been
courting for two years.

She became an invaluable
researcher for his books and a
sounding board for ideas and
the two were happily married
until her death in 2000.

Francis became a profes-
sional steeplechase jockey in
1948 and five years later joined
Peter Cazalet’s yard, where
many of the Queen Mother’s
horses were trained.

He claimed the title of
Champion Jockey in the
1953-54 season and a rich vein
of success continued until the
fateful day at the 1956 Grand
National when Devon Loch
collapsed beneath him just
meters from the Aintree fin-
ishing post.

The incident remains one of
the most inexplicable myster-
ies in the history of the fabled
race, but it prompted Francis
to write his autobiography
‘‘The Sport of Queens.’’

The book launched a new ca-
reer and his destiny was
sealed after a bad fall in a race
in January 1957. He gave up
racing and became a racing
correspondent for the Sunday
Express newspaper.

Victory: Commemorative
medal of the 1410 Battle of
Grunwald, or Zalgirio musis.

Celebratory year for Lithuanian statehood
Dainius Kamaitis
AMBASSADOR OF LITHUANIA

------------------------------------------

It is my pleasure to address the
readers of The Japan Times
on the occasion
of the 92nd anni-
versary of the
declaration of
the restoration
of the State of
Lithuania. Last
year was full of
c  o  mmemora-
tive events throughout the
country and abroad as Lithua-
nia entered the second millen-
nium of its history. The capital
Vilnius proudly carried the title
of European Capital of Culture
together with its Austrian part-
ner city of Linz. However, this
year will be no less important in
highlighting events related to
Lithuanian statehood.

Besides the present day that

marks the restoration of the
State of Lithuania, March 11 is
among the most important
dates in our history. This year
March 11, which enshrines the
restoration of independence
from the Soviet Union, declared
in 1990, will mark its 20th anni-
versary. It reminds us, though,
that neither the issue of inde-
pendence was immediately set-
tled, nor the recognition by oth-
er states followed instantly. Af-
ter Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev called the declara-
tion illegal, the USSR applied
an economic blockade against
Lithuania. Moreover, there
was even an attempt to return
Lithuania to the Soviet U n i o n
by force, with the Soviet mili-
tary storming Vilnius and leav-
ing 14 people dead and around
700 injured.

We will be eternally grateful
to tiny Iceland, which was the

first to recognize Lithuanian in-
dependence, followed by Den-
mark in a couple of weeks. And
only after the failed 1991 Soviet
coup, when U.S. President
George H.W. Bush announced
that if Russia were to use
armed force against Lithuania,
the U.S. would react according-
ly, was Lithuania’s indepen-
dence recognized by the Soviet
Union at last.

Another big celebration will
revolve around the 600th anni-
versary of the Battle of Grun-
wald, or Zalgirio musis. It took
place on July 15, 1410, and was
one of the most important bat-
tles in medieval Europe, as it
ended the two-centuries-long
offensive by the Teutonic Order
against the Eastern Baltic
lands. That day, Grand Duke
Vytautas led the Kingdom of
Poland and the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania in alliance against

the knights of the Teutonic Or-
der, and the superiority of the
alliance was overwhelming.
The defeat of the Order was re-
sounding and it never recov-
ered its former power again.
And the victory opened the
doors for the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania to establish normal

relations with many European
countries.

Certainly to all Lithua-
nians, the victory at Zalgirio
musis is a matter of pride and
reminds us of the peak of the
political and military power of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
The term ‘‘Zalgiris’’ has be-
come a symbol of power and
resistance to foreign domina-
tion, and the victories of the
basketball club Zalgiris Kau-
nas against the Soviet Army
sports club CSKA Moscow in
the late 1980s served as a ma-
jor emotional inspiration for
Lithuanian national revival.

However, by celebrating its
600th anniversary my country
seeks to remind the world not
about the battle as such but
rather highlight it as a cultur-
al fact revealing the features
of an active Lithuanian state.
Combats can be commemo-

rated in a peaceful manner, so
that the historic past would not
cause any more enmity — on
the contrary, it could serve for
building bridges between na-
tions. In July, thousands of
medieval re-enactors from all
over Europe in knight’s armor
will traditionally gather at the
Grunwald fields in Poland to
reconstruct the battle. Be-
sides this, a historic confer-
ence with experts from Ger-
many and Poland, concerts,
youth camps and other events
will be held on this occasion.

Reflecting on the key mo-
ments of its history, Lithuania
takes every effort to contribute
to the U.N. Millennium Devel-
opment Goals of peace, eco-
nomic growth and social stabil-
ity, and the reduction of dispar-
ities between countries and
regions. Taking advantage of
its own experience, since July
2009 Lithuania has been chair-
ing the Community of Democ-
racies and holds the presidency
of the Council of the Baltic Sea
States. Next year, my country

will become the first Baltic
state to chair the Organization
for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE). Besides
this, Lithuania is effectively
contributing to building bridges
between Europe and Asia, too
— last October, the first-ever
ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting)
Transport Ministers’ Meeting
was held in Vilnius.

Last but not least, the Lithua-
nian military takes part in
peacekeeping operations in
such remote areas as Afghani-

stan, contributing to the recon-
struction of its Ghor Province.
It is worth mentioning that the
Lithuanian-led Provincial Re-
construction Team in Afghani-
stan is now the only one of
among 26 to which the govern-
ment of Japan has dispatched
its civilians. This is a great ex-
ample of how two remote coun-
tries can join their efforts in the
rebuilding of the security and
well-being of peoples who are in
need of immediate attention
and assistance.

Dick Francis

Preteen queen: Samba queen Julia Lira performs in front of musicians from the Viradouro
samba school early Monday during the first night of Rio de Janeiro’s carnival parades. AFP-JIJI
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