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Kuwait national day

Kuwait, Japan stay committed to friendship, partnership
Abdul-Rahman Humood Al-Otaibi
AMBASSADOR OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT

------------------------------------------

On Feb. 25 and 26, the State of
Kuwait celebrates two events:
the 49th anniversary of its
National (Inde-
pendence) Day
and the 19th an-
niversary of its
liberation from
the Iraqi inva-
sion. On these
occasions, I am
delighted to ex-
tend the sincere congratula-
tions and wishes to His High-
ness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the amir of
Kuwait, His Highness Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the crown prince, His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Muhammed Al-Ahmed Al-Sa-
bah, the prime minister of Ku-
wait, and the people of Ku-
wait. I wish that our country
will continue its progress,
growth and prosperity.

It is also my pleasure on
the occasion of the birthday
of His Imperial Highness
Emperor Akihito and on the
new year of 2010 to extend
best wishes on behalf of the
leadership and the people of
Kuwait to the emperor, Em-
press Michiko, the Crown
Prince Naruhito, the Imperi-
al household, the Japanese
government and the friendly
Japanese people. We are
equally delighted to congrat-
ulate Japan on conducting
successful elections last Au-
gust that led to the establish-
ment of a new government
headed by Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama.

Over the years, the world
has suffered and encountered
a number of crises on various
levels. The State of Kuwait
isn’t exempt and as an inde-
pendent state is affected by re-
gional and international
events. With the wisdom of
Kuwaiti leadership and its
deep-rooted foundation of
principles established in its
1962 constitution, Kuwait has
succeeded in maintaining its
stability and development in
the face of these crises. Article
12 of our constitution calls for
a balanced and moderate for-
eign policy on two tracks.

The first track concerns po-
litical and security issues. We
have four goals to achieve
here:
1. To support the efforts of the
international community in
maintaining international
peace and security.
2. To be committed to interna-
tional legitimacy.
3. To be committed to coopera-
tion both on the regional and
international levels.
4. To contribute to economic
and human development with
the cooperation of internation-
al organizations.

The second track concerns
economic and development is-
sues. On this level, the State of
Kuwait has been endeavoring,
via the Kuwait Fund for the
Arab Economic Development,
to support the efforts of the in-
ternational community to-
ward the stability of countries
that are in the development
stage through programs for
growth and prosperity. The
Kuwait Fund, which is consid-
ered an arm of Kuwait’s for-

eign policy, completed its 48th
anniversary of continued
work to help Arabic and other
developing countries in their
efforts to fulfill development
goals and improve the living
standards of their people. The
fund has boosted its coopera-
tion for development with 104
countries, including 16 Arab
states and 88 more developing
ones, by extending about $12
billion in the form of soft loans
and technical assistance.

Additionally, the State of
Kuwait has extended initia-
tives to stimulate the econom-
ic growth and raise the stan-
dard of living in order to re-
duce poverty in the countries
that are affected by the in-
creasing prices of staples. For
that goal, the $100 million
Good Life Fund was estab-
lished and $300 million were
appropriated through the Is-
lamic Bank for Development
to fight poverty in Africa.

The State of Kuwait contin-

ues to focus on the develop-
ment process worldwide and
in the Arab World in particu-
lar. Kuwait was the first
country to call for holding an
Arab economic summit. Re-
sponding to this call, the Arab
Economic and Social Devel-
opment Summit was held in
Kuwait on Jan. 19 and 20,
2009. One of the results was
that His Highness Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah called for a develop-
ment initiative that aims to
allocate financial resources
of $2 billion to finance and
support small- and medium-
size projects. The State of Ku-
wait donated $500 million to
launch this initiative.

The State of Kuwait also
emphasized, in a speech by
His Highness the Amir, at the
economic summit of the heads
of states of the Organization of
Islamic Conference at its 25th
annual meeting in Istanbul
late last year, that Islamic
countries must work together
to develop their economies
and focus on the agriculture
sector to produce and provide
food to their people.

The State of Kuwait like-
wise focused on dealing with
the impact of the international
economic crisis that hit the
world and affected many
countries, mostly the develop-
ing ones, which saw their de-
velopment goals hit obstacles
and face rising economic and
social problems such as in-
creased unemployment, slow
economic growth, collapsed fi-

nancial markets, and
shrinking international and
regional trade. The State of
Kuwait called for internation-
al efforts to recover from this
crisis.

By the same token, the State
of Kuwait has confirmed its
principled stance toward the
fighting of poverty and famine
and the spread of contagious
diseases.

His Highness Sheikh Nasser
Al-Muhammed Al-Ahmed Al-
Sabah, prime minister of the
State of Kuwait, said in his
speech at the latest U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly meeting that
‘‘we need combined extraordi-
nary efforts to fight the prob-
lems of terrorism, poverty,
famine and dangerous diseas-
es such as HIV, malaria and
H1N1 that have all spread
globally.’’

The issues of climate
change and the greenhouse ef-
fect have also gained the at-
tention of the State of Kuwait.
We participated actively in
the U.N. Climate Change Con-
ference (COP15) in Copenha-
gen last December and con-
firmed our role to bring about
the conference’s successful
negotiations to reaching an
agreement that was adopted
for the interests of humanity
based on the principles of the
framework of the current
agreement for climate
change, particularly, the prin-
ciple of the common responsi-
bility between developed and
developing countries to pre-
vent the negative effects of
protective trade policies on
various kinds of fuel on inter-
national trade and adopting
technical solutions, such as
blocking and storing carbon,
to achieve ambitious green-
house cuts.

The State of Kuwait also
confirmed its objection to
any move to change the prin-
ciples of that agreement
framework and the Kyoto
Protocol. To reduce gases’
emissions, the State of Ku-
wait advanced voluntarily its
steps to rehabilitate its oil
and industry sectors.

Regarding alternative and
new energy, the State of Ku-
wait hosted the Congress on

Alternative Energy Applica-
tions, a conference attended
by participants from 70 coun-
tries, under the auspices of His
Highness the amir. The State
of Kuwait has also given full
attention toward scientific re-
search on clean energy. To
this end, the Kuwaiti Institute
for Scientific Research was
assigned to carry out a well-
planned clean energy re-
search mission in cooperation
with other international re-
search centers.

From a different angle, last
year saw outstanding demo-
cratic development in the
State of Kuwait, winning the
attention of the world when
parliamentary elections were
held and Kuwaiti women won 4
of 50 seats. In this regard, Ku-
wait is proud to be at the top of
the Arab States’ list and ranks
33rd worldwide according to
the report on human develop-
ment issued by the UNDP. The
State of Kuwait had the high-
est level in the Arabic coun-
tries in the fields of education,
health and people’s freedom.

With our friend Japan, we
are preparing to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of our diplomatic re-
lations in 2011. In fact, our re-
lations were started long be-
fore that and before
independence when we coop-
erated with the Arabian Oil
Company. In this context, the
State of Kuwait reaffirms its
commitment to maintain the
flow of energy sources to Ja-
pan with prices that suit the in-
terest of producers and con-
sumers. Kuwait plays an im-
portant role in balancing this
pricing process at OPEC.

From another perspective,
the decoration of H.E. Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, first deputy prime
minister and minister of de-
fense of the State of Kuwait, by
His Imperial Majesty Emper-
or Akihito last November with
the Order of the Rising Sun is a
recognition of his consider-
able efforts in strengthening
and promoting the distin-
guished bilateral relations
connecting the State of Kuwait
with Japan, as well as his ap-
preciated endeavors in the en-

vironment protection area.
This Imperial Honor, tradi-
tionally reserved for heads of
states and top official digni-
taries, was given out of Ja-
pan’s high consideration of the
significant logistic services
the State of Kuwait provided
for the Japanese Self-Defense
Forces from 2004 until 2008
while these forces had been on
the ground for humanitarian
assistance of post-Saddam
Hussein Iraq. As it stands as
an unforgettable emblem of
the distinguished historical
diplomatic, political, econom-
ic, cultural and social rela-
tions between the State of Ku-
wait and Japan, that very
high-profile decoration will
surely help drive these rela-
tions deeper and stronger in
the celebratory book of con-
structive and positive bilater-
al cooperation between the
State of Kuwait and Japan.

The State of Kuwait is prog-
ressing in implementing de-
velopment projects approved

by its parliament on Jan. 14,
2010, with a budget of 37 billion
Kuwaiti dinars ($128 billion).
This plan will undoubtedly
open the horizon for competi-
tion among international com-
panies. Japanese companies,
with their good reputation on
the regional and international
levels, are invited to bid for
these projects.

The Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil summit held in the State of
Kuwait last December ap-
proved strategic projects,
such as an electricity network
link among GCC countries and
a railway project. We hope to
see Japanese technology be-
ing utilized in these projects.

I would like also to express
our gratitude to Japan for its
crucial role in hosting the first
Japan-Arab Economic Forum
last December. We hope to see
officials of the public and pri-
vate sectors in our region
boost our exchanges and dis-
cuss the opportunities of mu-
tual cooperation.

Cultural exchange strengthens ties
Kuniyasu Takeda
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-KUWAIT SOCIETY

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the members of
Japan-Kuwait Society, I
would like to offer our
sincerest greet-
ings and con-
gratulations to
His Highness
the Amir of Ku-
wait Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmed
Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, His High-
ness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness
Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser
Muhammed Al-Ahmed Al-Sa-
bah, as well as to the friendly
people of Kuwait.

Relations between Japan
and Kuwait have taken a
smooth course to date since
the two countries established
diplomatic ties in December
1961. Both official and private
visits have multiplied, prov-
ing the steadfast joint efforts
of collaborative activities in

science, technology and cul-
ture, to say nothing of the close
diplomatic and economic tie-
ups.

Symbolic of such friendly
relations was the conferment
of decoration in November
last year to Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sa-
bah, first deputy prime minis-
ter and minister of defense,
for the outstanding contribu-
tion he made to promote inter-
actions between the two peo-
ples. Sheikh Jaber was re-
ceived by His Imperial
Majesty Emperor Akihito and
accorded the Grand Cordon of
the Order of the Rising Sun.

In the cultural sphere as
well, the 7th Forum on Inter-
Civilizational Dialogue be-
tween Japan and the Islamic
World was held in Kuwait in
March. Cosponsored by the
Embassy of Japan in Kuwait
and the Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs of Kuwait un-
der the patronage of Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf, the fo-
rum was attended by promi-

nent leaders including Minis-
ter of Justice Hussain Al-Hu-
raiti, high officials, professors
and researchers from Japan
and the Islamic world.

In the field of energy, the
3rd Asian Ministerial Energy
Roundtable was held in Tokyo
in April. The meeting was at-
tended by energy ministers of
21 Asian countries and repre-
sentatives of two international
organizations. Kuwait was
represented by Sheikh Ahmed
Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmed Al-Sa-
bah, minister of oil and minis-
ter of information. Among the
Asia-specific energy issues
discussed particular attention
was focused on the measures
for energy efficiency improve-
ment and renewable energy
resource development. The
fourth roundtable will be held
in 2011 in Kuwait.

With Japanese ‘‘manga’’
(comic books) and ‘‘anime’’
(animation) gaining populari-
ty among young people across
the world, the Embassy of Ja-
pan in Kuwait organized the
Lecture and Demonstration
on Japanese Animation in Oc-
tober, inviting Kuwaiti enthu-
siasts of ‘‘manga’’ and ‘‘an-
ime.’’ The lecture was given
by Go Nagai, creator of fan-
tastic robot animations such
as ‘‘Mazinger Z’’ and ‘‘Gren-
dizer,’’ which were broadcast
in Kuwait in the 1980s and are
still popular in the Middle
East.

On the sidelines of the excel-
lent official relations, the Ja-
pan-Kuwait Society has laid
the groundwork for academic
and cultural exchanges be-
tween our two peoples for the
past 45 years. With cultural
and Islamic subjects as focal
points, we have published a
number of books in Japanese
to acquaint the readers with
more knowledge of Islamic
culture and civilization.

In closing, I offer my pro-
found wishes that our excel-
lent relations be maintained,
and pray for the prosperity
and progress of Kuwait and its
peace-loving people.

Crown Prince of the State of
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Night view: The Kuwait City skyline lights up Kuwait Bay. The Liberation Tower (far left), at 372
meters, is one of the world’s tallest free-standing structures.

Amir of the State of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Multipurpose structure: Completed in 1979, Kuwait Towers in
Kuwait City is a tourist attraction with a restaurant and
observation sphere while also serving as an electricity and
water control tower. EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT
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