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Ghana independence day

United, common vision leads to prosperity
Kwame Tenkorang
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA

------------------------------------------

Today marks the 53rd anni-
versary of Ghana’s indepen-
dence. On March 6, 1957,
Ghana became
the first sub-Sa-
haran African
nation to attain
independen c e ,
a phenomenal
d e v e l o p m e n  t
that later ush-
ered in the peri-
od of the birth of nations on our
continent. The celebration of
our National Day this year
happily coincides with the 50th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Embassy of Ghana
in Tokyo.

Today also marks a very
special day in the continuing
excellent relations between
Ghana and Japan, as His Roy-
al Highness the Crown Prince
Naruhito enplanes for a
groundbreaking royal visit to

Ghana and Kenya. We wish
His Royal Highness a safe trip
to Ghana and wish to assure
His Highness and the people of
Japan that a warm welcome to
Ghana is assured. We promise
His Royal Highness a taste of
the proverbial warm Ghana-
ian hospitality and the world-
renowned friendliness of the
Ghanaian people.

On this momentous occa-
sion, it gives me great honor
and privilege to convey heart-
felt greetings and deepest re-
spect on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of Ghana to
Their Imperial Majesties,
Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, the entire Im-
perial Family as well as to the
government and friendly peo-
ple of Japan. May I also seize
this unique opportunity to con-
vey warm congratulations
and sincere best wishes from
the government and people of
Ghana to His Majesty Emper-
or Akihito on the occasion of

the 20th anniversary of His
Majesty’s accession to the
throne.

The 6th of March is the day
Ghanaians the world over
gather around to celebrate the
uniqueness of our land, reflect
on the legacies that our fore-
bears bequeathed to us and re-
dedicate ourselves to leaving
a solid legacy for the genera-

tions after us.
As Ghana commemorates

this historic day, it is impera-
tive that we appreciate the so-
ciopolitical and economic
challenges that the country
has been through over the past
53 years of nationhood. These
challenges notwithstanding,
national events over the last 18
years have amply demon-
strated the determination and
steadfastness of Ghanaians to
chart a new path of prosperity
for themselves.

Ghana made a historic tran-
sition to multiparty democra-
cy in 1992, and has since con-
ducted five successive free
and fair democratic elections
that witnessed the peaceful
transfer of power from one
constitutionally elected gov-
ernment to another. The last
of these elections, held in De-
cember 2008, which ushered in
the new government of the Na-
tional Democratic Congress
(NDC) under the leadership of
professor John Evans Atta
Mills, marked yet another de-
fining moment in the nation’s
journey toward consolidating
her fledgling democracy. To-
day, the country’s democratic
space continues to widen, un-
derpinned by Rule of Law, re-
spect for Fundamental Hu-
man Rights, Freedom of the
Press and Association, an in-
dependent Judiciary and a vi-
brant Legislature.

The policy agenda of the
Ghana government, as enun-
ciated by President Mills on
his assumption of office, in-
clude, investment in people,
job creation, development of
infrastructure and the pursuit
of an open, transparent and
accountable government. In
the pursuit of social justice,
the ruling government has
pledged to lay a firm founda-
tion for a prosperous and bet-
ter Ghana based on a consen-
sus-driven agenda where the
contributions of every citizen
would be deemed critical. The

government envisions a na-
tion whose future prosperity is
anchored on a united and com-
mon vision of the citizenry.

Amid the daunting develop-
ment challenges, both domes-
tic and external, that had con-
fronted and continue to face
the new administration, it is
worthy to note that significant
progress has been made in all
areas of governance at the end
of its first year in power. Gha-
na, like most African coun-
tries, has not escaped the im-
pact of the global economic
downturn. Consequently,
credit lines froze, trade fi-
nance diminished, foreign di-
rect investment slowed down
and remittances from over-
seas workers dwindled signifi-
cantly. To minimize the ef-
fects of the financial crisis and
work toward resuscitating the
economy, the government im-
plemented a series of human-
centered policies that have be-
gun yielding dividends. The
National Youth Employment
Program (NYEP), aimed at
harnessing the extraordinary
talent of youths, is opening up
employment generation ave-
nues in critical sectors such as
agriculture. Furthermore,
through the active support of
the government, local indus-
tries are expanding their
range of activities.

The government remains
committed to facilitating the
creation of a business environ-
ment that balances the resus-
citation and growth of local in-
dustries with the operation of
foreign business considered
vital to the creation of a robust
national economy. In this re-
gard, encouraging the entre-
preneurial spirit of the private

sector and adding value to ex-
ported products remain a crit-
ical focal area for the govern-
ment. At the same time, to fos-
ter industrial harmony,
negotiations are ongoing be-
tween the government and or-
ganized labor toward an im-
proved welfare scheme and
realistic wages for workers.

Considerable progress has
also been made in such critical
areas as education, health de-
livery and agriculture as well
as growth-promoting infra-

structure investment. With
specific reference to the agri-
cultural sector, which engag-
es about 70 percent of Ghana’s
labor force, the government
has underlined its commit-
ment to modernize the sector.
Investment across the agri-
cultural value chain with the
view to attaining self-
sufficiency in food production
in the long run remains a cen-
tral focus of the government.

While all these initiatives
would by no means contribute
eventually toward the attain-
ment of the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs), the
broad economic vision of Gha-
na is to progress into middle-
income status over the next
decade. However, the choices
that Ghana has to make on the
way to this goal, against the
backdrop of the challenges of
globalization, can only be suc-
cessful with the continuing
support of our development
partners and friendly coun-

tries such as Japan.
The commemoration of this

auspicious occasion presents
a unique opportunity to ac-
knowledge, once more, with
deep gratitude, the immense
assistance extended to the
government and people of
Ghana by Japan over the
years. The foundation of the
historical ties that bind our
two countries and peoples was
laid by Dr. Hideyo Noguchi, an
illustrious son of Japan who
went to Ghana in the late 1920’s
to conduct medical research
into yellow fever. Formal dip-
lomatic relations between
Ghana and Japan, which were
forged in the period immedi-
ately following Ghana’s inde-
pendence, have witnessed
phenomenal growth with ex-
pansion incorporating new
areas of cooperation to the
mutual benefit of the two coun-
tries. These warm relations
have over the past decade
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Leader: Dr. Kwame Nkrumah (1909-72) was the first president of Ghana and an influential
20th-century advocate of Pan-Africanism. EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA

Freedom: In the capital Accra, Black Star Square (or Independence Square) celebrates the fact
that Ghana was the first African nation south of the Sahara to gain independence.

President of the Republic of
Ghana John Evans Atta Mills
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Brown in hot seat over U.K. role in Iraq war

Invasion ‘right
decision, for the
right reasons’
London
AP

------------------------------------------

British Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown on Friday defend-
ed the decision to invade Iraq,
testifying before an inquiry on
the war that deposing Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein was the
right thing to do.

In testimony before a loom-
ing national election, Brown
opened his remarks by praising
the sacrifices of those who
fought and died before immedi-
ately addressing a critical ques-
tion: Did he agree with Britain’s
choice of going to war?

‘‘It was the right decision
and it was for the right rea-
sons,’’ he said.

Brown, who served as Trea-
sury chief from 1997 to 2007
and approved military spend-
ing, planned to give around
four hours of evidence to the
five-person panel. His testi-
mony is fraught by challeng-
es, as he must appear to have
been at the center of decision-
making to underline his credi-
bility as a leader even as he
distances himself from the
catastrophic mistakes of the
unpopular war.

The inquiry is Britain’s
third and widest-ranging ex-
amination of the conflict,
which triggered huge protests
and left 179 British troops dead
before the country’s forces
withdrew from Iraq last year.
The inquiry will not apportion
blame or establish liability,
but will offer recommenda-
tions on how to prevent errors
in future conflicts.

Earlier this year, Brown’s
predecessor, Tony Blair, defi-

antly stood by the decision to
back the U.S., arguing that the
Iraqi dictator was a threat to
his region and the world. But
little has been known about
Brown’s behind-the-scenes in-
volvement in the conflict.

Brown said that as chancel-
lor he was not invited to all the
planning meetings on Iraq but
that he always had adequate
information.

‘‘I received full intelligence
briefings and received infor-
mation that I thought was
credible,’’ he said, admitting
that British agents, and a
number of other intelligence
services, made incorrect as-
sessments of Hussein’s weap-
ons capability.

He said he made it clear to
colleagues in the Cabinet that
he would not try to block any
military plans because of the
financial costs.

Brown was heckled b  y a
small handful of protesters as
he arrived for the hearing, en-
tering through the center’s
front door.

‘‘Gordon Brown was the
paymaster for this most un-
popular of wars and was the
second most powerful man in
the government,’’ said John
Rees, cofounder of the Stop
The War Coalition.

The British leader has faced
accusations that he failed to
ensure troops had adequate
equipment in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and has been ac-
cused of insensitivity in some
of his dealings with bereaved
families.

Hearings in the inquiry be-
gan in November and have
seen Blair, MI6 intelligence

agency chief John Sawers, the
head of Britain’s military,
Jock Stirrup, and a host of
ministers and government of-
ficials offer testimony.

Brown commissioned the
inquiry last year to address
concerns over the case made
for war, and to scrutinize mis-
takes made over postconflict
security and reconstruction.

Initially he planned to testi-
fy after Britain’s national elec-
tion, which is expected to be
held May 6, but — under pres-
sure from opposition lawmak-
ers — later agreed to give evi-
dence beforehand.

Former Defense Secretary
Geoff Hoon previously told the
inquiry that Brown’s decisions
as Treasury chief forced the

Defense Ministry to ‘‘make
some rather difficult cuts.’’

Gen. Michael Walker, a for-
mer head of the British armed
forces, said in an earlier ses-
sion that the country’s five
most senior military chiefs
had threatened to resign in a
dispute with Brown in 2004
over funding.

However, Kevin Tebbit — a
key defense official — said
that, while the overall defense
budget was too small, Brown
had not withheld resources
needed for the Iraq campaign.

Lewis defended Brown’s re-
cord on military spending. ‘‘It
is incontrovertible that the
overall budget in that period
has gone up,’’ he told reporters
Thursday before the hearing.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

U.S. sees ‘explosion’ of extremists
Washington AFP-JIJI

The United States has seen an ‘‘explosion’’ in the number of
extremist groups and armed militias which advocate radical
antigovernment doctrines and conspiracy theories, a recent
report has found.

The number of active ‘‘patriot’’ groups nearly tripled last year
to 512 from 149 in 2008, according to the Southern Poverty Law
Center.

Some 127 of those groups were paramilitary militias, up from
42 a year earlier.

‘‘We saw a real explosion in militias and the larger
antigovernment patriot movement,’’ said Mark Potok, who
directs the group’s Intelligence Report.

‘‘This is a movement that sees the government as the primary
enemy and is completely eaten up with all kinds of conspiracy
theories,’’ Potok said in a video accompanying the report
published Tuesday. ‘‘They really believe the government is part
of an evil scheme to do in Americans.’’

Potok attributes the rise in patriot groups to anger over racial
changes in the population — notably the election of the first
black president — rising public debt, the bank bailout and
initiatives by Obama’s administration that are seen as
‘‘socialist’’ or ‘‘fascist.’’

Egypt tycoon gets murder retrial
Cairo AP

An Egyptian court Thursday ordered the retrial of a real estate
mogul sentenced to death for hiring a hit man to murder his
former lover, a Lebanese pop star, in a case that has put a
spotlight on the political power of wealthy businessmen with
links to the government in Egypt.

Hisham Talaat Moustafa, 50, one of the country’s wealthiest
businessmen, was convicted last May of paying a retired
Egyptian police officer $2 million to kill 30-year-old Suzanne
Tamim while she was in Dubai in July 2008.

The Court of Cassation, Egypt’s highest court of appeal, on
Thursday overturned the conviction of Moustafa and the
ex-police officer, Mohsen el-Sukkary, meaning the two will face
a new trial at an unspecified date.

The initial allegations shocked Egyptians unused to seeing
powerful politicians perceived as untouchables taken to court,
and Thursday’s decision was certain to raise charges that
Moustafa’s influence will keep him from the gallows.

Mauritius slams U.K. for marine park
Port-Louis AFP-JIJI

Mauritius’ prime minister said Thursday he was appalled by
Britain’s plans for a marine reserve around Chagos, an
archipelago London forcibly evacuated to build a military base
four decades ago.

‘‘Mauritius is appalled by the British government’s decision to
press on with consultations for the creation of a protected
marine park project around the Chagos archipelago,’’ Navin
Chandra Ramgoolam said.

The Indian Ocean state’s leader was speaking at an event
inaugurating a building for the Chagos Refugees Group in the
capital, Port-Louis.

‘‘It is unacceptable that the British claim to protect marine
fauna and flora when they insist on denying Chagos-born
Mauritians the right to return to their islands all the while,’’
Ramgoolam said. ‘‘How can you say you will protect coral and fish
when you continue to violate the rights of Chagos’ former
inhabitants?’’

Campus funding cuts spark protests
BerkeleyCalif. AP

Students staged raucous rallies to protest education funding cuts
on college campuses nationwide Thursday, but some
demonstrations got out of hand as protesters threw punches and
ice chunks in Wisconsin and shut down a key freeway in California.

In Oakland, about 150 people clambered onto a highway near
downtown Oakland at the start of the evening rush hour, forcing
the closure of the freeway in both directions and causing major
traffic backups for about an hour.

Police arrested about 120 protesters, and one person was in
critical condition after jumping from the elevated freeway, said
Jeff Thomason, a spokesman for the Oakland Police Department.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee police arrested at least 15
people protesting tuition hikes after protesters tried to enter an
administrative building to deliver petitions to the school
chancellor. When police turned them away, some protesters threw
punches and ice chunks, university spokesman Tom Luljak said.

Ferry freed from Baltic Sea ice
Stockholm AP

A passenger ferry with nearly 1,000 people on board broke free
early Friday from heavy pack ice that had trapped it for hours in
the Baltic Sea off Sweden’s east coast, officials said.

Dozens of other ships remained stuck and awaiting assistance
after gale-force winds built up large ice masses along the
Swedish coastline.

Ice breakers helped release the ferry Amorella at the edge of
an archipelago north of Stockholm, rescue spokesman Jonas
Sundin said. Rescue helicopters and military Hovercraft had
been placed on standby to evacuate passengers if needed.

Free land, weapons, gas nail
down votes in Iraq election
Baghdad
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The Arabic word that has de-
livered land, money, weapons,
clothes and numerous other
perks for Iraqis in the runup to
Sunday’s parliamentary elec-
tion is ‘‘rashwa.’’ The English
word is bribe.

I  n a country where cash is
king — Iraq has no credit card
system, almost no electronic
banking and there are no laws
on political fundraising or
campaigning — pretty much
anything is seen as fair game.

‘‘One of Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki’s candidates
offered pistols to the tribal
sheiks and money,’’ said Mo-
hammed Ali, an athlete from
Nasiriyah, a Shiite-dominant
city 305 km south of Baghdad.

‘‘Another gifted sport uni-
forms to our team, but we told
them this doesn’t mean we will
vote for you.’’

Al-Maliki has defended the

practice and said he would gift
weapons to anyone whose he-
roic actions have safeguarded
the country’s security.

Not even the intervention of
Grand Ayatollah Ali Husseini
al-Sistani, the nation’s top Shi-
ite cleric, who said bribes are
forbidden and has remained
politically neutral while en-
couraging people to vote, has
stopped the practice.

In Diyala Province, a hot-
bed of the al-Qaida insurgency
against U.S. and Iraq’s Shiite-
dominated security forces,
some of the gifts are less lav-
ish than pistols but are none-
theless welcomed.

Ahmed Adnan, a 23-year-
old student, laughed as he de-
scribed how people in his
neighborhood stood in line to
receive frozen chickens from
Islamic Party officials, in a
frantic process that saw some
get five birds and others none.

Some of the voters were
asked to swear on the Quran

that they would give the party
their vote.

‘‘The candidates were say-
ing, ‘we will give you a future,
vote for us and we will give you
anything you want,’ handing
out their business cards and
asking voters to call them to
solve their problems after the
election,’’ said Adnan.

The Iraqiya list of former
premier Ayad Allawi has
strong Sunni backing but bids to
shore up support in Diyala have
not been universally welcomed.

‘‘One of their candidates of-
fered 100,000 dinars ($85) for
our votes, but we refused,’’ said
27-year-old Fatima Zuhair.

Karim Saad, 37, a taxi driv-
er, added: ‘‘I received food
from the Iraqiya list but I will
not vote for them. They only
came when they needed us.’’

The quest for a seat in Par-
liament and a prospective tax-
free annual salary of more
than $100,000 has seen the best-
backed of 6,200 candidates

spend heavily on campaign
leaflets, billboard posters and
television advertising.

For less well-moneyed con-
tenders, however, campaign-
ing has been more communal.

Gaylan Sadiq, an indepen-
dent candidate in Zayuna, a
district in eastern Baghdad,
painted the block of 20 apart-
ments where he lives and
erected a poster of himself at
the top of the building.

‘‘We are working to serve you
and we will continue,’’ it reads.

In the north of the country,
where a fierce battle is raging
between the historically domi-
nant Kurdish Alliance and the
breakaway Goran (Change)
movement, there is an atti-
tude that every little bit helps.

‘‘The best thing I got was the
free gas,’’ said Aras Karim, a
34-year-old taxi driver from
Sulaimaniyah, a stronghold of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdi-
stan (PUK), part of the Kurdi-
stan Alliance.

Berlusconi’s coalition in chaos
Rome
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Silvio Berlus-
coni is likely to hold an emer-
gency Cabinet meeting to re-
spond to setbacks that have
left his coalition in chaos and
could affect its showing in
this month’s Italian regional
elections.

Several politicians from
Berlusconi’s People of Free-
dom (PDL) coalition lost their
right to be on the ballot list for
the March 28-29 vote because
of irregularities in presenting
their candidacies.

After an evening meeting
with President Giorgio Napol-
itano, a government source
said Berlusconi would proba-
bly summon the Cabinet on
Friday to try to resolve the set-
backs that threaten the cen-
ter-right’s hopes in Lazio and
Lombardy, two key regions.

One of the possibilities

raised in the media and by po-
litical sources is an emergen-
cy Cabinet decree that would
postpone the elections, but Na-
politano would have to give
Berlusconi the green light for
such a move.

No details were immediate-
ly released after the hastily
arranged discussions between
Berlusconi and Napolitano.

Another solution would be to
find a political deal with the
opposition to allow center-
right candidates thrown off
the ballot to be reinstated.

On Wednesday, courts re-
jected an appeal to reinstate
Lombardy Gov. Roberto For-
migoni, a prominent member
of Berlusconi’s alliance.

Election officials had
thrown Formigoni, who has
strong backing by the Catholic
Church, off the regional ballot,
citing irregularities in signa-
tures required to support his
candidacy.

An appeals court in Rome
also threw out a PDL bid to
have its slate of candidates re-
instated on the electoral ballot
for the Rome province of the
central Lazio region after the
party missed Saturday’s dead-
line for registration.

The regional polls are seen
as a test of national strength
for Berlusconi, after the 73-
year-old media mogul has
been rocked by a string of
scandals over the last year.

Milan, the capital of Lom-
bardy, and Rome, the capital
of Lazio, are especially impor-
tant since they are Italy’s in-
dustrial and political capitals,
respectively.

Losing either Lazio or Lom-
bardy would be a major em-
barrassment for Berlusconi,
who was shaken last month by
a high-profile corruption scan-
dal concerning the head of the
Civil Protection Agency, a
close aide.

U.K. to tighten war crimes rules

London
AP

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Gordon
Brown said Thursday he
would block private groups
from launching war crimes
prosecutions against visiting
foreign dignitaries, following
a controversy inflamed by an
arrest warrant for former Is-
raeli Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni.

Brown said that Britain’s
principle of universal jurisdic-
tion — a wide-ranging legal
concept that allows judges to
issue warrants for nearly any
visitor accused of committing
war crimes anywhere in the
world — was being abused.

While heads of state and se-
nior ministers enjoy immuni-
ty, pro-Palestinian groups
have used the law to try to ar-
rest former or retired Israeli
officials, including Livni, who
now serves as opposition lead-
er, and retired Gen. Doron Al-

mog, who narrowly dodged ar-
rest at Britain’s Heathrow Air-
port in 2005.

Brown said the law was be-
ing abused by groups ‘‘who set
out only to grab headlines
knowing their case has no re-
alistic chance of a successful
prosecution.’’

Writing in The Daily Tele-
graph on Thursday, Brown
said ‘‘Britain cannot afford to
have its standing in the world
compromised for the sake of
tolerating such gestures.’’

But human rights activists
criticized Brown’s pledge as a
step in the wrong direction,
and one parliamentarian said
that the prime minister — who
is only weeks from an election
that could sweep his Labour
Party from power — had very
little time to change the law.

‘‘It sounds to me like a
stunt,’’ Labour lawmaker Jer-
emy Corbyn said of Brown’s
announcement. ‘‘There’s no
way it can get through.’’

Bright future in Ghana
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

been characterized by the ex-
change of high-level visits.

Japanese Official Develop-
ment Assistance has contrib-
uted in no small measure to-
ward complementing the na-
tional development efforts of
Ghana. Critical sectors of the
Ghanaian economy, includ-
ing agriculture, health, edu-
cation and infrastructure
have all benefited from Japa-
nese support. Initiatives
launched by the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(JICA) are impacting posi-
tively on the lives of Ghana-
ians in a variety of ways. The
Coalition for African Rice
Development (CARD), the
Alliance for Green Revolu-
tion in Africa (AGRA), ca-
pacity building programs
and related rural develop-
ment projects are but only a
few of JICA’s interventions.
Equally worthy of recogni-
tion is the invaluable contri-
bution of the Japanese youth
dispatched annually to Gha-
na for volunteer service,
whose passion and selfless
devotion to duty in Ghana
have brought the peoples of
the two friendly countries
much closer. We remain con-
vinced that Ghana can con-
tinue to count on the unfailing
support of Japan in the years
ahead to partner her in
achieving our national devel-
opment aspirations.

On the global scene, the
common values and aspira-
tions shared by Ghana and
Japan provide the platform
for the two countries to enjoy
excellent cooperation and
mutual support on many ini-
tiatives at various multilat-
eral forums. Intensified col-
laboration between Ghana
and Japan is needed, more
than ever, to deal with the
emerging formidable chal-
lenges that confront our
world today.

Japan’s engagement with
Africa, particularly within
the framework of the Tokyo
International Conference on
African Development (TI-
CAD) is laudable. The out-
comes of the TICAD IV Sum-
mit in 2008, including the
adoption of the Yokohama
Action Plan, which focuses
attention on the priority is-
sues of accelerating the pace
of economic growth and de-
velopment in Africa, clearly
demonstrate Japan’s re-
newed interest to expand the
scope of cooperation with the
continent. The commemora-
tion of this historic day comes
against the backdrop of the
visit to Africa by His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Na-
ruhito. This welcome devel-
opment gives additional
boost to Japan’s desire to
deepen her partnership with
Africa.

The presence in Ghana of His

Royal Highness the Crown
Prince reinforces the warm,
cordial and friendly relations
between Ghana and Japan and
bears testimony to the growing
confidence that Japan has in
Ghana’s leadership and the
country’s nascent democracy.
The momentum that this high-
level visit is expected to gener-
ate should spur the peoples of
Ghana and Japan to continue to
work assiduously to lift their re-
lations to a higher pedestal. In
this endeavor, the organized
private sector has a crucial role
to play in deepening the com-
mercial dimension of our rela-
tions. Ghana believes that for-
eign direct investment (FDI)
remains the catalyst for accel-
erated economic development.
To this end, a special invitation
is being extended to Japanese
business and industry to invest
in very promising sectors of the
Ghanaian economy where good
returns on investment are
guaranteed. These sectors in-
clude agriculture and agro-pro-
cessing, manufacturing, eco-
tourism, mining and the ser-
vices sector. The recently dis-
covered offshore oil fields in
Ghana, which will begin pump-
ing oil in the last quarter of this
year, should serve as good
news for companies desirous of
investing in the energy indus-
try, namely the oil, gas and re-
lated upstream sector.

The reasons for choosing
Ghana as an investment desti-
nation in Africa are obvious — a
stable democratic political sys-
tem, human capital, a respon-
sive legal system, improved
telecommunications and in-
frastructural facilities all pro-
vide a viable environment for
doing business. Other major at-
tractions are the highly com-
petitive incentives for investors
and Ghana’s positive economic
indicators such as declining in-
flation, lower lending interest
rates and an efficient financial
services sector.

While extending fraternal
greetings to all my compatriots
in Japan on our anniversary,
my special appeal is to let us
use the occasion to reflect on
the way forward as we strive
collectively to build a better
and prosperous Ghana an-
chored on a united and common
vision.

I take this opportunity to re-
new our heartfelt gratitude to
the government and friendly
people of Japan for contribut-
ing to another successful year
for Ghana. My sincere thanks
also go to The Japan Times for
allowing me to address its faith-
ful readership through this me-
dium, with the generous sup-
port of friends of Ghana.

We look forward to working
toward increased collabora-
tion between Japan and Gha-
na for the mutual benefit of
our two countries and peoples.

Long live Ghana-Japan re-
lations.

Key crop: Ghana is the second-largest bulk producer of cacao
in the world, with an average annual production of over
700,000 tons.

Lofty heights: The undisturbed rain forest of Kakum National
Park, situated 170 km from Accra, is a delightful place for bird
watchers, botanists and eco-tourists.

Purple power: A demonstrator
with the People in Purple
(Popolo Viola) holds a banner
during a protest in Rome
against Italian Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi and his
government Saturday. AFP-JIJI

Eye on you: British Prime Minister Gordon Brown is seen on
TV screens in an electrical store in Edinburgh, Scotland, as he
gives evidence to the Iraq inquiry in London on Friday. REUTERS
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