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Immigration
reform Obama’s
next challenge

Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Frustrated with the lack of ac-
tion to overhaul the country’s
immigration system, tens of
thousands of demonstrators
rallied on the National Mall
and marched through the
streets of the capital Sunday,
waving American flags and
holding homemade signs in
English and Spanish.

Supporters traveled from
around the country in hopes
the rally would re-energize
Congress to take up the vola-
tile issue. Some lawmakers
oppose any attempt to help an
estimated 12 million illegal
immigrants become U.S. citi-
zens, while others insist on
stronger border controls first.

President Barack Obama,
who promised to make over-
hauling the immigration sys-
tem a priority in his first year,
sought to reassure those at the
rally with a video message
presented on giant screens at
the National Mall. The presi-
dent said he was committed to
working with Congress this
year on a comprehensive bill
to fix a ‘‘broken immigration
system.’’

Obama said problems in-
clude families being torn
apart, employers gaming the
system and police struggling
to keep communities safe.

The president, whose com-
ments were released as he
worked to get last-minute
votes on a health care over-
haul, said he would do every-
thing in his power to forge a bi-
partisan consensus on immi-
gration reform.

Iranian supreme leader rejects overture as ‘plot’ against his country

Khamenei denounces
Obama dialogue offer
Tehran
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in his new year ad-
dress to the nation Sunday ac-
cused U.S. President Barack
Obama of plotting against
Iran as crowds of worshippers
shouted ‘‘Death to Obama!’’

In his defiant outburst, the
all-powerful Khamenei dis-
missed Obama’s frequent of-
fers of dialogue with Iran that
began with last year’s historic
Nowruz greeting marking the
Persian New Year.

Khamenei’s personal ti-
rade comes as Tehran is
locked in a stalemate over its
nuclear program, with Wash-
ington pushing for a fourth
round of sanctions against the
Islamic republic.

He lashed out at the Obama
administration in his speech,
broadcast live on state televi-
sion, saying after last June’s
presidential election, the Unit-
ed States had taken a ‘‘worst
stand’’ against Tehran.

He said Obama’s offer last
year of a ‘‘new beginning’’ with
Tehran turned out to be ‘‘de-
ceptive,’’ as he had thought at
the time that it would be.

‘‘The U.S. government and
new administration claimed
they wanted to have fair and
correct relations, wrote let-
ters and sent messages and
even shouted through loud-
speakers, ‘We want to normal-
ize relations with the Islamic
republic,’ but unfortunately in

practice they did the oppo-
site,’’ Khamenei said.

‘‘The U.S. president called
the (postelection) rioters hu-
man rights activists.

‘‘You take the side of rioters
and call it a civil movement.
Are you not ashamed? You are
in no position to speak of hu-
man rights. Did you reduce
the killings in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan?’’ Khamenei asked,
as worshippers, their fists
raised, chanted, ‘‘Death to
Obama! Death to America!’’

Khamenei, who is also
Iran’s commander in chief,
said the country ‘‘condemns’’
such ‘‘arrogant’’ powers.

‘‘You cannot talk about
peace and friendship and at
the same time plot and plan se-
dition and think that you can
hurt the regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran,’’ he said.

A significant part of his
speech focused on the contro-
versial re-election of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
saying the nation’s ‘‘enemies
had plans’’ to derail the poll
but that this was prevented by
a massive voter turnout.

‘‘By resorting to violence,
they wanted to change the re-
sult of the election. They want-
ed to trigger violence by bring-
ing people to the arena and by
burning buses . .  . but the Ira-
nian nation triumphed,’’ Kha-
menei said.

‘‘They wanted to divide the
people between majority and
minority . .  . and to spark a
civil war, but the nation was

alert. If they had been able to
do so, the U.S. and Zionist re-
gime would have sent troops to
Tehran’s streets, but they
knew it would hurt them. So
they spread propaganda and
supported the rioters.’’

Dozens of people were killed
in postelection clashes be-
tween supporters of Ahmad-
inejad’s defeated rivals and
security forces. Opposition
groups charge that the June
election was massively rigged
in Ahmadinejad’s favor.

The postelection crisis
shook the pillars of the Islamic
regime and also caused divi-
sions among the ranks of se-
nior clergy.

Obama on Saturday reached
out to the Iranian populace
rather than to their leaders.

‘‘Even as we continue to
have differences with the Ira-
nian government, we will sus-
tain our commitment to a
more hopeful future for the
Iranian people,’’ he said in a
Nowruz message released by
the White House. ‘‘Over the
course of the last year, it is the
Iranian government that has
chosen to isolate itself, and to
choose a self-defeating focus
on the past over a commit-
ment to build a better future.’’

Obama also promised U.S.
efforts to ‘‘ensure that Irani-
ans can have access to the
software and Internet technol-
ogy that will enable them to
communicate with each other,
and with the world, without
fear of censorship.’’

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Turkey seeks to reform constitution
Ankara AP

Turkey’s government Monday unveiled plans to amend several
articles of the constitution, a legacy of the 1980 coup, arguing
that the changes would make it more democratic and strengthen
the country’s bid to join the European Union.

Opposition parties criticized the Islamic-rooted government for
trying to increase its political clout over the secular judiciary. The
changes would increase the number of justices of the Constitutional
Court to 16 and give power to the Parliament to appoint three of
them. Another measure would hand the appointment of some key
prosecutors and judges to the Parliament and the president instead
of an autonomous judiciary body.

Another key amendment would make disbanding political
parties more difficult by first seeking consensus within the
Parliament to open a case against any party. Critics say the
measure is designed to save the ruling Justice and Development
Party, which narrowly escaped a ban by the Constitutional
Court for allegedly undermining secularism two years ago.

Under the amendment, lawmakers would maintain their
seats even if their party is shut down.

Man held over Cyprus desecration
Nicosia AFP-JIJI

A Romanian was arrested in Cyprus on suspicion of desecrating
the tombs of three Greek Orthodox archbishops on Sunday. The
graves of two archbishops at a central Nicosia cemetery right
behind a police station were opened, and their remains were
initially thought to have been stolen, while the gravestone of a
third primate was moved. However, an investigation later
indicated that only one coffin was missing from the graves of the
three top clerics, who died between 1900 and 1933.

A 34-year-old Romanian man was arrested, Nicosia police chief
Kypros Michaelides said, and voluntarily signed a statement
confessing to the crime. Michaelides said the man was ‘‘known to
police’’ and had a ‘‘problem with the church and its clergy.’’

Nigeria to charge 164 over massacre
Lagos AP

A Nigerian police spokesman said 164 people will be charged
with a variety of offenses, including terrorism, for their
suspected roles in the slaughter of more than 200 people in
central Nigeria this month.

Spokesman Emmanuel Ojukwu said 41 suspects will be
charged with terrorism for their alleged role in the March 7
massacres in villages south of the regional capital of Jos. If
convicted, they could face life in prison.

Ojukwu says others will be charged with illegally holding
firearms, rioting and other offenses.

Strategic location makes it ideal for foreign investment
Takeo Kawamura
SECRETARY GENERAL, JAPAN-PAKISTAN

PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

Japan and Pakistan have
centuries-old relations. Pakistan
is a cradle of civilizations and
the birthplace of
Buddhism, from
where it spread
to China, Korea
and Japan.

Since the
establishment
of diplomatic
relations
between Japan and Pakistan in
1952, the two countries have
closely cooperated in various
sectors of the economy,
including communications,
textiles and assembling and

manufacturing automobiles.
The close relations between

the two countries could be seen
in the backdrop of recent
developments. Last year Japan
hosted two conferences in
Tokyo, Friends of Democratic
Pakistan and the Donors
Conference, in collaboration
with the World Bank to assist
Pakistan in emerging from the
economic crisis triggered by the
current global economic
recession and Pakistan’s war
against militancy and
extremism.

Japan is a leading
development partner of
Pakistan. A number of
development projects in
Pakistan are being completed
with the generous economic
assistance of Japan. JICA

(Japan International
Cooperation Agency) is at the
forefront in the development of
key infrastructure projects in
Pakistan.

The government and the
people of Japan highly
appreciate the current political
developments in Pakistan. The
democratic process is on the
move, both houses of
parliament are working
smoothly, and the judicial
system is functioning
independently.

Pakistan’s geostrategic
location makes it ideal for foreign
investment. Leading Japanese
companies such as Suzuki,
Toyota, Honda and Hino already
have their factories in Pakistan
and I hope that other Japanese
companies will follow them.

Japan, Pakistan keep working
toward building warm relations

Teruo Asada
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-PAKISTAN BUSINESS

COOPERATION COMMITTEE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Paki-
stan Business Cooperation
Committee (JPBCC), I would
like to extend my sincere
c  o  n  g  r  a t u l a -
tions to the Is-
lamic Republic
of Pakistan on
the occasion of
Pakistan Day.

Since the es-
tablishment of
diplomatic re-
lations between Japan and Pa-
kistan in 1952, the two coun-
tries have worked hard to
build a warm relationship. As
part of this, the Japanese busi-
ness community established
the JPBCC in 1984 in accor-
dance with proposals made by
the leaders of the two coun-
tries. Since that time, we have
deepened contacts with a wide
variety of parties involved in
Pakistan’s economic sphere
and have held joint meetings
aimed at facilitating the frank
exchange of opinions and pro-
moting trade and investment
between our two countries.

On May 25, 2009, the fifth
Joint Business Dialogue was
held in Tokyo. During this
event, representatives of the
private sector of both coun-
tries shared ideas for solutions
to trade- and investment-re-

lated issues, including propos-
als for improving infrastruc-
ture and enhancing the agri-
cultural and energy sectors.
This was followed by a presen-
tation of the Joint Study Re-
port on Pakistan Vision 2030 to
both governments.

In addition, a Friends of
Democratic Pakistan meeting
and Donors Conference were
hosted by the Japanese gov-
ernment in Tokyo in April last
year. This was followed by a
business conference presided
over by the President of Paki-
stan H.E. Asif Ali Zardari and
attended by top Japanese
companies, providing a rare
opportunity to discuss the de-
velopment of Pakistan and in-
vestment opportunities in the
country and related issues.

In recent years Pakistan’s
economy has undergone
steady change. It is obvious
that Pakistan’s role on the in-
ternational stage is growing.
Pakistan’s continued efforts to
improve its trade and invest-
ment environment will cer-
tainly lead to stronger eco-
nomic ties and a closer part-
nership between our two
countries.

I congratulate Pakistan
once again on the occasion of
its National Day and look for-
ward to the further reinforce-
ment of our two nations’ tradi-
tional friendship and partner-
ship.

President of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Yousuf Raza Gilani

The founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah

Natural beauty:
Located at a height of
2,500 meters and
surrounding the
heart-shaped
Kachura Lake,
Shangrila Resort
in Skardu town,
northern Pakistan,
is a popular tourist
destination.
EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN

Pakistan Day

Friendly ties form dependable partnership
Noor Muhammad Jadmani
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

------------------------------------------

On March 23,
1940, the his-
toric Pakistan
Resolution was
adopted in La-
hore, which
laid the basis
for the cre-
ation of Paki-

stan. Seventy years ago, on
that day the democratic strug-
gle for Pakistan was launched
under the inspiring leadership
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah. The resolute effort
of the Muslims was crowned
with success within a short pe-
riod of seven years and Paki-
stan emerged on the map of
the world on Aug. 14, 1947.

To commemorate that his-
toric occasion, I express, on
my own behalf and on behalf of
my compatriots in Japan, our
respectful and sincerest greet-
ings to Their Majesties the
Emperor Akihito and the Em-
press Michiko and the govern-
ment and the people of Japan.

Ever since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and Japan
on April 28, 1952, the two
countries have enjoyed very
cordial relations. They have
always demonstrated mutual
trust and propitious respect
for each other’s concerns and
interests. This has helped
evolve Pakistan-Japan
friendship into a dependable
partnership. Japan’s eco-
nomic assistance has played
a very important role in the

economic and social develop-
ment of Pakistan.

Regular exchange of high-
level visits has been the hall-
mark of Pakistan-Japan rela-
tions. President Asif Ali Zar-
dari visited Tokyo in April 2009
to attend the Ministerial Con-
ference of the Friends of Demo-
cratic Pakistan and the Donors
Conference. These meetings
were a reflection of Japan’s
strong support for Pakistan in
its fight against extremism and
terrorism. It was also an ac-

knowledgment of the great sac-
rifices that the Pakistani people
have made. Japan’s political
support for Pakistan was sup-

plemented by
Foreign Min-
ister Katsuya
Okada’s visit
to Pakistan in
October 2009.
P  a  k i s t a n ’ s
governmen t
and its people
are strongly
committed to
becoming an
anchor of
peace and
stability in
the region as
a whole.

P  a  k i s t a n
offers tre-
mendous in-
vestment op-
portunities to
Japanese in-
vestors in
various sec-
tors of its
economy. Lo-
cated near vi-

tal shipping lanes and situated
i  n a unique geographical loca-
tion, Pakistan is an ideal base
for manufacturing goods that
can be exported to the Middle
East, adjoining western China
and the Central Asian republics

— almost half of the world’s
population.

It is our endeavor to moti-
vate our Japanese friends to
benefit from the opportunities
offered by Pakistan. We have
established an 800-hectare Spe-
cial Economic Zone for Japa-
nese investors near Karachi.
This will contribute to even
stronger economic ties between
Pakistan and Japan.

Chilly response: Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei delivers a speech in Mashhad on Sunday. AP
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