Yemen national day

International aid needed for security, stability
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May 22 marks the 20th anni-
versary of the reunification of
Yemen and the Proclamation
of the Republic

of Yemen. This

was the first

day that Yemen

established a
democratic

multiparty sys-

tem in its histo-

ry. Yemen has

been able to

score numerous achieve-
ments for the country and peo-
ple with the help and collabo-
ration of the international
community.

Yet, Yemen is still facing a
lot of challenges while enjoy-
ing the positive aspects of its
unity as a strengthening force
to overcome it.

Since the al-Qaida attacks
in 2000 on the USS Cole and in
2002 on the French tanker
Limburg, Yemen, a country
in the Arabian Peninsula liv-
ing next to the oil-rich Gulf
Cooperation Council states,
has tried its utmost to draw
attention that it is the victim
of international terrorism.
Lately, there was the failed
Christmas Day attack on a
U.S. passenger jet, which
brought Yemen again to spot-
light, raising speculation of
potential terrorist attacks in
the U.S. or elsewhere. The
last event is just a further re-
minder to the world to recall
the challenges facing Yemen.
Maybe events in the past were
singular, but the challenges it
now faces are unprecedented

inrange and scope.

The United States has raised
its development aid and mili-
tary and intelligence coopera-
tion with Yemen, in an effort to
combat terrorism. Recognizing
that Yemen faces greater prob-
lems and that more help from
Yemen’s friends is urgently
needed, an international con-
ference on Yemen was held
earlier this year in London to
help Yemen confront interna-
tional terrorism and achieve its
development goals. Without
more help, the problems that
Yemen faces will become a
danger far beyond its borders.
Any approaches and measures
that would be taken must ad-
dress the roots of nourishing
terrorism from within the pop-
ulation, otherwise all efforts
will be wasteful.

International terrorism, reli-
gious and tribal conflict, sepa-
ratist sentiments, economic
stagnation and transnational
smuggling all confront Ye-
men’s government with more
than it can solely handle. All of
these besides long borders and
a heavily armed population
make it very difficult for the
government to achieve its
goals.

Yemen is strategically lo-
cated between Saudi Arabia
and Somalia, where more than
3 million barrels of oil pass Ye-
men’s coast every day through
dangerous and troubled wa-
ters, where terrorists and So-
mali pirates have staged sev-
eral successful maritime at-
tacks in the last few years,
which is a matter that disrupts
international commerce and
the flow of vital hydrocarbons.

Terrorists threaten Ye-

men’s domestic security in the
form of a resurgent al-Qaida
organization; in addition to an
armed insurgency in the north
that left 350,000 internally dis-
placed refugees and an in-
creasingly active secessionist
movement in the south.

Yemen’s economy puts un-
bearable pressure on the gov-
ernment, which can scarcely
provide basic services, being
the poorest in the Arab world;
with modest depleting oil re-
serves; no viable options for a
sustainable post-oil economy;
limited water resources; anim-
poverished, expanding popula-
tion of 23 million; an unemploy-
ment rate of 35 percent; an an-
nual per capita income of under
$900; and nearly half the popu-
lation earns less than $2 per
day.

Although several of Yemen’s
problems have military ramifi-
cations, there are almost al-
ways non-military means of ad-
dressing them, and Japan and
other donor countries are
uniquely suited to do so.

Though the international
community has focused on Ye-
men’s deteriorating security
and counterterrorism situa-
tions, long-term, positive re-
sults are hard to achieve.

Japan, together with other
donors, may rank Yemen low
on its list of priorities. Yet the
situation threatens Japan and
all other industrialized and
maritime nations’ interests
more than they recognize, and
they can do more about it than
they might think. Yemen faces
a staggering number of threats
that endanger its domestic sta-
bility; the security of the bor-
dering GCC; and the security of

sea lanes passing through its
territorial seas in the Gulf of
Aden, Arabian Sea and Red
Sea.

The responsibility is mutual
between Yemen and the inter-
national community. Sending
troops to Yemen will only repli-
cate another unsuccessful story
of military intervention. There-
fore, the effective solution is to
assist Yemen to stand on its
own.

Japanese aid, though small,
are examples of assistance
needed by Yemen. Yemen is
looking forward to seeing sig-
nificant developmental aid in
the form of soft loans from Ja-
pan to build its infrastructure
projects in the fields of energy,
water desalination and trans-
portation, including railway
lines. Besides, Yemen is offer-
ing a great potentiality for di-
rect investments in the oil, gas
and minerals sectors, in explo-
ration and production, up-
stream and downstream. Ye-
men LNG, a successful story of
the biggest FDI of $4.5 billion,
started exporting in November
2009 and this project refutes the
security concerns of reluctant
Japanese oil companies.

Tourism and fisheries are
other sectors where Japanese
direct investment can play a
significant role in diversifying
Yemen’s non-oil financial re-
sources.

I commend here the spec-
tacular relations Yemen is en-
joying with Japan. I want to
express my gratitude and ap-
preciation to the government
and people of Japan for the
valuable support extended to
Yemen, especially in the last
few years.
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