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Hezbollah humdinger: A Lebanese Hezbollah supporter tramples on an Israeli flag in May 2000.
Israeli troops had left it behind when they withdrew from one of their former bases near
southern Lebanon’s strategic Beaufort Castle. AFP-JIJI

Israel’s Lebanon exit rankles 10 years on
Ongoing provocations by Hezbollah, Hamas
hurt ability to restore deterrence capability

Jerusalem
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Ten years after withdrawing
its troops from southern Leba-
non, Israel is still wrestling
with the results of the unilater-
al move, which cost the Jewish
state dearly in terms of deter-
rence.

In the decade since Israeli
troops ended their 22-year oc-
cupation of southern Lebanon
on May 24, 2000, Israel and
Hezbollah have fought a
bloody war, and the Shiite mi-
litia has transformed itself in-
to a well-equipped military
force.

Tensions remain high, with
Israel accusing Hezbollah of
stockpiling sophisticated
weapons — including Scud
missiles — in preparation for a
new conflict.

Leaving Lebanon was sup-
posed to bring an end to what
many considered to be Israel’s
Vietnam, an unwinnable guer-

rilla war with an escalating
number of casualties.

Pulling out was supposed to
strip further Hezbollah at-
tacks of legitimacy and en-
courage the group to turn its
energies to internal affairs.

The consensus in Israel was
— and still is — that it was the
right move, despite the devas-
tating war of 2006.

But the way in which the
withdrawal was carried out
severely weakened the per-
ception of Israel’s military su-
periority.

‘‘The image the withdrawal
created, of Israel being forced
to retreat under pressure, un-
able to hold out for an extend-
ed period of time, had almost
immediate consequences,’’
wrote former Defense Minis-
ter Moshe Arens in an editori-
al in the Haaretz daily. ‘‘What-
ever deterrent capability Isra-
el possessed was lost to the
winds and had to be restored
at considerable cost.’’

The image of Hezbollah
‘‘forcing out’’ Israel’s military
machine is widely regarded as
the inspiration for the second
Palestinian intifada, which
erupted months later.

Worse still was Israel’s fail-
ure to respond decisively to
further Hezbollah provoca-
tions in the wake of the with-
drawal.

‘‘The pullout and the action
following the pullout led to
quite a significant deteriora-
tion in Israel’s deterrent sta-
tus and contributed to the
events since — the intifada
and the 2006 war,’’ said Jona-
than Spyer, senior researcher
at the center for Global Re-
search in International Af-
fairs in Herzliya. ‘‘Israel has
paid quite a heavy price.’’

For six years, there was an
illusion of quiet along the
northern border — until July
2006, when Hezbollah mili-
tants captured two Israeli sol-
diers, prompting a massive Is-
raeli retaliation.

In the ensuing 34-day con-
flict more than 1,200 Lebanese
were killed, mostly civilians,

and 160 Israelis were killed,
mostly soldiers.

‘‘The 2006 war was an inevi-
table byproduct of the failure to
re-establish deterrence,’’ said
Spyer. ‘‘(Sheik Hassan) Nasral-
lah has admitted that had he
known the extent of the Israeli
response, he would not have got
involved, meaning we didn’t
have deterrence,’’ he said, re-
ferring to Hezbollah’s leader.

The process largely repeat-
ed itself in the Gaza Strip,
where Israel unilaterally
withdrew its soldiers and set-
tlers in 2005 before coming un-
der a near-daily barrage of
rockets fired by Palestinian
militants.

In December 2008, Israel
launched a devastating 22-day
war on the territory, now ruled
by the Islamist Hamas move-
ment, aimed largely at restor-
ing deterrence.

‘‘There was a very large-
scale rocket problem coming
out of Gaza. There is not any
more,’’ Spyer said.

‘‘If you’re going to have a
unilateral withdrawal, it is im-
perative to have deterrence

because you cannot decide
what happens on the other side
after you leave,’’ he added.

Since 2006, Hezbollah has
regrouped and built up an im-
pressive arsenal of 40,000
rockets — three times the
number it had in July 2006, Is-
raeli intelligence officials say.

And yet those upgraded ca-
pabilities could actually make
war less likely in the near fu-
ture, analysts believe.

‘‘It’s not only that Hezbollah
is deterred by Israel, but Israel
is deterred by Hezbollah,’’ said
Shlomo Brom, senior research
associate at the Institute for
National Security Studies. ‘‘Ev-
eryone understands that the
next round of violence will be
much worse. No one has an ap-
petite for that.’’

Osama Safa, head of the Leb-
anese Center for Policy S t u d -
ies, agrees. He said the 2006 war
between Hezbollah and Israel
established a new ‘‘balance of
terror’’ in the region.

‘‘The new equation today is:
We can all start a new war but
it would be very difficult to
stop it,’’ he said.

Independence movement marks 200 years

Jorge Taiana
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND WORSHIP OF

THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC
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Argentina turns 200 years old
May 25. We regard the com-
memoration of the bicentena-
ry as a process in which cele-
bration goes hand in hand with
reflection. That is what we
have been doing recently. The
purpose of these lines is to in-
clude all peoples of the world
in our celebration, presenting
some highlights of our reality
in order to look at Argentina
today on the domestic and
global front and to convey our
priorities and objectives.

We would like to take read-
ers back in time to May 25,
1810, to relive the events that
are the center of our attention
today. In Buenos Aires, the
then capital of the Viceroyalty
of the River Plate, the patriots
decided to disregard the Span-
ish colonial authorities and es-
tablish the first autonomous
government council. This
challenge to the colonial order
was the first step to set in mo-
tion the process that would
lead to the declaration of inde-
pendence and its final victory
came when the Spanish troops
suffered a military defeat, af-
ter 10 years of combat, in bat-
tlefields around half the
American continent. Today
we pay tribute to those
patriots and heroes who
founded our nation.

Where does Argentina
stand in the year of its bicente-
nary and what are the priori-
ties defining its medium-term
prospects? The democratic
political system that has pre-
vailed for nearly three de-
cades is a reality and has giv-
en proof of maturity. The com-
mitment to human rights has
received new impetus after
the repeal of the amnesty laws
and the reopening of trials of
civilians and members of the
military responsible for
crimes against humanity.

Argentina’s economic
growth since 2003 has been
higher than in the whole pre-
ceding period that began in
1810. Its exceptional growth
rate and positive balance of
trade made it possible to ser-
vice external debt commit-
ments using genuine resourc-
es. In the last seven years,
public education and health
again received the attention
they deserved, regaining their
priority status as basic institu-
tions for social integration,

through budgetary allocations
that will treble their share in
public expenditure.

The state has resumed its
leading role in the promotion
of research in science and
technology, earmarking sub-
stantial amounts to pay
teachers and researchers in
the public university system,
which over the course of the
20th century trained the five
Argentine citizens who went
on to become Nobel Prize
winners.

Reversing poverty is also a
priority of the administration
of President Cristina Fernan-
dez de Kirchner. To this end,
policies are being implement-
ed to support companies that
hire workers, thus promoting
decent work, as well as univer-
sal benefits within the frame-
work of a social policy aimed
at protecting children.

We, the Argentine people,
are the result of a meeting of

highly diverse cultures. The
coexistence and integration of
immigrants from all over the
world has been a particular
feature of our history, which
we continue to embrace. In
spite of the serious global eco-

nomic crisis, we have imple-
mented the Greater Home-
land program, based on state-
of-the art legislation for the
regularization of foreign
workers.

We advocate full respect
for international law. Multi-
lateralism is the most effec-
tive instrument to promote
peace and security, and to
win the fight against poverty
and exclusion, disease, the
crime of drug trafficking and
environmental degradation.

The promotion and defense
of human rights is a state pol-
icy that strengthens our na-
tional identity and our lead-
ership in the international
community.

We are actively integrated
into trade within MERCOSUR
and believe in the need to ad-
vance toward greater institu-
tionalization of this bloc. We
politically support UNASUR
as a key forum that gathers

the region’s countries with a
view to maintaining peace and
democracy. We also take ac-
tive part in the G-20.

Our appeal to the British
government, formally sup-
ported by the United Nations,
to discuss sovereignty over
the Malvinas Islands, reflects
the spirit of the Argentine peo-
ple and is one of the pillars of
our foreign policy.

Our country still has unpaid
debts. They go back a long
time and we are intent on
achieving recognition of the
rights of vast sectors of our
population that have been rel-
egated. Foreign commit-
ments are also a priority for
the Argentine government.

It is our country’s 200th
birthday today and we invite
the peoples of the world to join
the celebration, to get togeth-
er with us as we share the best
of our own people, our culture
and our history.

Spellbinding colors of sun, stone
As if cast under a spell, the
pre-Columbian traces in the
region stay unchanged. Re-
mains of fortresses, Indian vil-
lages and settler construc-
tions truly attest to the en-
counter of two cultures.

The puna high plateau is
brimming with geological con-
trasts. Crisscrossed by whim-
sical elevations, narrow pass-
es and gorges, the area hides
quaint villages dyed by the soil
and the sun. Peaks, vast
plains, immaculate salt flats
and lush rain forests make up
the fertile region where ances-
tral cultures became deeply
rooted.

The Humahuaca Gorge, a
UNESCO Cultural Heritage
site, is one of the major attrac-
tions. A richly variegated pal-
ette of colors extends over tiny
aborigine villages, ancient cha-
pels and remains of pre-
Columbian constructions. Pur-
mamarca is an aborigine vil-
lage in the gorge, lying at the
foot of the Mountain of the Sev-
en Colors, so named after the
colorful layers of its slopes cor-
responding to various geologi-

cal eras. Colors, songs, dances
and prayers mesh with the sur-
roundings to honor the joint dis-
play of man and nature.

The Calchaqui Valleys, cov-
ering the provinces of Cata-
marca, Tucuman and Salta, ex-
tend along twisting roads with
colorful tints. The tiny popula-
tions ooze history in every
stone, as in the Santa Maria,
one of the major Yokavil Indian
settlements.

In other villages like Cafay-
ate, Angastaco and Cachi, the
Spanish traditions left their
mark on the architecture and
customs, which have born fruit
in the beautiful statues fash-
ioned by the skillful hands of lo-
cals. Cafayate is renowned for
its vineyards, where the fa-
mous torrontes fruity white
wine is made.

To the north, El Rey National
Park is an ideal spot for getting
acquainted with wildlife in the

area. The park, located in the
center of Salta Province, has
five levels of vegetation cover
where pumas, foxes, red brock-
et deer and tapirs live together.

A typical must-go trip is a
ride on the so-called Train to
the Clouds. Departing from Sal-
ta, the most colonial-style city
in Argentina, it reaches 4,270
meters, commanding superb
vistas. A succession of yellows,
greens and reds follow the train
itinerary. Once back in Salta,
the town boasts a unity of sim-
ple low-rising houses and sump-
tuous religious buildings, such
as the richly ornamented cathe-
dral, the Gothic-style De la
Merced church, and the unmis-
takable red and golden tints of
the San Francisco Basilica.

The region’s diverse geog-
raphy suits every taste and
different trips may be ar-
ranged, based on travelers’
preferences.

Extraordinary wines meet global market needs
Argentina is one of the world’s
ecological reserves. High
mountains and plains, lush
vegetation and extreme des-
erts, forests and steppes, gla-
ciers and waterfalls: Argenti-
na has it all.

Today Argentina is among
the top wine-producing coun-
tries in the world, together
with France, Italy, Spain and
the United States. It has eight
grape growing regions
spreading from north to south,
with different latitudes, alti-
tudes and soils, which produce
the most prestigious malbec
and torrontes to be found in the
international market.

In this context Argentina
has developed a unique wine-
making industry. The alti-
tude, the wide range of tem-
peratures, the local knowhow,
the new technologies and a
deeply rooted popular wine
culture lend our wines a
unique identity and quality.
Few winemaking industries in

the world can enjoy the excep-
tional water quality found in
our mountain valleys, where
there is no contaminating ac-
tivity that could detract from
the quality of this vital re-
source.

Also, Argentina has a rich
wine culture that has its roots
in the traditions of the Europe-
an immigrants that settled the
country. The combination of
our Spanish, Italian, French
and native heritages has nur-
tured several generations of
exceptionally intelligent, sen-
sitive and creative vine grow-
ers and winemakers. Argenti-
na combines terroir, expertise
and freedom to innovate and is
rapidly unleashing all its po-
tential to meet global market
needs.

Wine production growth has
also fueled the development of
wine tourism. Currently, 163
wineries make up Argentina’s
Wine Roads, the wine touring
circuit. Every year, thou-

sands of tourists visit these
wineries in the provinces of
Mendoza, San Juan, La Rioja,
Salta, Catamarca, Rio Negro,
Neuquen and Cordoba. At-
tracted by the increasingly
well-regarded wines, visitors
also enjoy views of the snow-
capped Andes, as well as a

growing number of luxury ho-
tels, boutique guesthouses and
gourmet restaurants.

Historical: Built in 1610 by the
colonial government, the
Buenos Aires Cabildo was the
stage of the May Revolution in
1810 that led to independence.

Aboriginal: Natural and cultural history remain in the village of Purmamarca at the foot of the
Mountain of the Seven Colors in Jujuy Province, northwest Argentina. EMBASSY OF ARGENTINA

Vineyard in Mendoza: Favorable conditions have made
Argentina one of the world’s top wine-producing countries.

Argentina national day
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