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Death sentences used to quiet dissent in Iran one year on
Scheherezade Faramarzi
Beirut
AP

------------------------------------------

It did not take much for Irani-
an courts to sentence 10 people
to death over the country’s
postelection turmoil. For one
prisoner, the main evidence
was that he allegedly sent vid-
eos of protests abroad.

The government accuses the
10 of leading unrest after the
disputed presidential election,
but none of them seems to have
played any significant role in
the protest movement. What
most of the prisoners have in
common is tenuous past links to
a much-disliked exile move-
ment, the Mujahedeen-e Khalq
Organization (MKO).

The death sentences are
widely seen as an attempt to
cow the opposition ahead of the
anniversary of the disputed
June 12 election that sparked
nationwide protests. They also
reflect the regime’s campaign
to tarnish the opposition by de-
picting it as a tool of the MKO,
an armed group that was large-

ly wiped out in Iran in the late
1980s and remains widely re-
viled among Iranians.

‘‘The Intelligence M i n i s t r y
and the Revolutionary Guard
are certainly very eager to por-
tray the protest movement as a
confrontation between the re-
gime and the MKO,’’ said Hadi
Ghaemi, director of the New
York-based International Cam-
paign for Human Rights in Iran.
‘‘But there is no evidence of the
MKO having notable support
among the protesters o  r .  .  . any
role in demonstrations.’’

The death sentences are
succeeding in spreading a
chill among the opposition.
Some student leaders say they
are hesitant to call supporters
to risk their lives by partici-
pating in demonstrations.

On May 9, five Kurds were
hanged on charges of belong-
ing to a Kurdish activist
group. While separate from
the postelection crackdown,
many saw their executions as
a step by the government to
show its seriousness.

The 10 on death row in con-

nection with political unrest
were all convicted on the
vaguely worded charge of
‘‘moharebeh,’’ which literally
means ‘‘waging war’’ against
God, in what Ghaemi and oth-
er rights activists say were
cursory trials.

Notably, the government has
not sought death penalties
against known political opposi-
tion figures, though many have
been sentenced to prison terms.
Instead, it has targeted un-
knowns. Some of the 10 prison-
ers were among the thousands
who marched in street protests,
but none appears to be involved
in the organization of the Green
Movement, the term for reform
politicians, rights activists,
journalists and students who
have led demonstrations since
the election.

Among them are 66-year-old
Mohsen Daneshpour-Moghad-
dam, his 55-year-old wife, Mota-
hareh Bahrami, and their 40-
year-old son, Ahmad. They
were arrested in a raid on their
Tehran home following major
demonstrations in December.

Two family friends visiting
them at the time were also
jailed and sentenced to death.

The five were accused of
‘‘fomenting’’ the December
protests.

But the main evidence
brought against them in their
trial was the fact that Danesh-
pour-Moghaddam was jailed
for a year in the 1980s for sup-

porting the MKO, and that he
and his wife went to visit an-
other son, Mahmoud, at Camp
Ashraf, an MKO camp in Iraq
in April 2009, said their law-
yer, Mohammad Sharif.

Daneshpour-Moghaddam’ s
son, Meysam, said his father
suffers from heart problems
and arthritis in the knees and
the back. He said he was
stunned watching the trial on
television, when the court
passed its verdict and sentenc-

es, labeling his mother and fa-
ther the ‘‘corrupt on earth.’’

‘‘She’s a religious woman,’’
Meysam, 27, said of his mother
in a telephone interview from
Tehran. ‘‘I don’t know why they
call her this. She’s a simple
woman, kind, compassionate.’’

Several others have been
convicted largely because of
past MKO ties.

Jaafar Kazemi spent 10
years in prison in the 1990s for
supporting the group as a 16-
year-old, but he severed ties
with the group after that, his
lawyer, Nasim Ghanavi, said.
In early 2009, he and his family
traveled to Camp Ashraf in
Iraq, where his 16-year-old son
joined the group, refusing his
father’s demands that he quit
and return home.

Kazemi was arrested after
the December protests and

sentenced to death. Ghanavi
only saw her client once, the
day of his trial, and has been
allowed to talk to him by phone
occasionally since.

On Saturday, Tehran’s prose-
cutor-general, Abbas Jaafari
Dowlatabadi, announced that
appeals by the 47-year-old Ka-
zemi and two others on death
row, Mohammed Ali Hajaghai
and Mohammed Ali Saremi —
had been turned down, meaning
their executions could be immi-
nent. He called the three ‘‘sym-
pathizers’’ of the mujahedeen.

Another defendant — Abdol-
reza Qanbari, a teacher — was
sentenced to death in January
after being accused of sending
e-mails and speaking by phone
with MKO’s TV station abroad,
as well as for participating in
the December protests. His
sentence is being appealed.

An 11th person on death
row, Mohammad Amin Val-
ian, was sentenced to death
based on a video showing him
throwing stones at police. But
the prosecutor announced Sat-
urday that his sentenced was

commuted on appeal to 31/2

years in prison.
The Green Movement

emerged after the opposition
accused President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad of winning the
election by fraud. But by
linking it to the MKO, the re-
gime can depict it as a violent
rebellion. In the years after
the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
the Mujahedeen carried out a
number of bombings and other
attacks in a campaign to top-
ple the clerical regime.

Its presence in Iran was all
but wiped out by a bloody
purge in the late 1980s in which
thousands — the MKO claims
as many as 30,000 — were
killed. The group also lost
much of its credibility with
Iranians when its forces
fought alongside Iraq during
its 1980-88 war with Iran and
set up bases in Iraq.

The MKO appears to be us-
ing the crackdown to portray
itself as enjoying a solid power
base inside Iran.

‘‘We have played a serious
role in the uprising of the past

year in Iran,’’ Paris-based Mu-
jahedeen spokesman Shahin
Gobadi said. Otherwise, ‘‘the
regime wouldn’t be claiming
to have arrested so many. . . .
That’s the proof.’’

However, he could not con-
firm whether any of the people
on death row specifically had
worked with the organization.

The factions of the Green
Movement staunchly deny
any connection with the MKO.

Mahboubeh Abbasgholiza-
deh, a women’s rights activist
who marched in postelection
demonstrations, was detained
for a few days late last year. She
said her interrogators accused
her of working for the MKO and
claimed they had proof other ac-
tivists did the same.

‘‘They usually choose vic-
tims — scapegoats. . . .  They
link them to groups that have
no social standing, such as the
MKO, so they can hold them in
cages and start executing
them one by one when the situ-
ation arises,’’ Abbasgholiza-
deh said, speaking by tele-
phone from outside Iran.

The death sentences are succeeding in spreading
a chill among the opposition. Some student
leaders say they are hesitant to call supporters to
risk their lives by participating in demonstrations.

Royal Visit: Jordan’s King Abdullah II meets Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama in Tokyo on April 2
during his seventh trip to Japan since he assumed power in 1999. CABINET PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE

Jordan independence day

Nature’s wonder: Fed by the Jordan River, the Dead Sea has a high salt concentration, as
these salt crystals along the coastline reveal. JORDAN TOURISM BOARD

Cultural wonder: Half-built and half-carved into the rock by
the ancient Nabataeans, the historic city of Petra is a UNESCO
World Heritage site and Jordan’s most-visited tourist
attraction. JORDAN TOURISM BOARD

Royal Visits highlight rapidly developing ties
Demiye Haddad
AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN

------------------------------------------

On May 25, Jordan celebrates
the 64th anniversary of its in-
dependence. I would like to
take advantage
of this glorious
occasion for all
Jordanians to
extend on their
behalf the sin-
cerest of our
wishes to Their
Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko and to the
great and friendly people of
Japan for continued peace,
progress and prosperity.

Jordan gained its indepen-
dence in 1946 and eight years
later in 1954 formal diplomatic
relations were established
with Japan. But before that
our peoples interacted
through the Silk Road for mil-
lenniums. From those remote
times Japan had always been
to the people of our region a
mystic and romantic culture
that truly reflected what we in
the Middle East describe as
‘‘the magic of the east.’’

Jordan highly values the
unique ties that bond our peo-
ples and governments, these
ties developed rapidly and
steadily especially over the
past few years. Our two sides
now see eye to eye on most if
not all positions and view-
points covering various issues
such as justice, human rights,
freedom and democracy, and
the right of all to have a better
and secure future, one we all
can cooperate in building, one
that respects our differences
yet bridges them, allowing us
all to meet on a common
ground.

The highlight of these ties
has always been the frequent
Royal Visits to Japan. This
year’s visit took place in April
and marked the seventh since
His Majesty King Abdullah II
assumed constitutional pow-
ers in 1999. These Royal Visits
reflect the strength and the

importance we attach to our
bilateral relations, and our
determination to see them
grow further in the future. We
also appreciate how Japan as-
sisted and continues to assist
the economic and social de-
velopment policies of Jordan.
Japan’s assistance touches
most Jordanians and covers
many fields, such as econom-
ic and technical assistance,
capacity building, cultural
exchange, transfer of technol-
ogy and knowhow, and Japa-
nese experts and volunteers
who work hand in hand with
their Jordanian friends to as-
sist in creating a better future
for our children.

The Royal Visit of last
month created the momentum
that will enhance the future of
our friendship and laid the
foundation for moving the re-
lations to its next level. This
will significantly widen the op-
portunities for the Japanese
private sector to participate in
the mega-projects Jordan is
planning to carry out in the
coming few years in areas
such as clean and renewable
energy, nuclear energy and
water desalination. These pro-
jects are planned to have their
benefits for many countries in
the Middle East region, and
will aid the efforts supporting
stability and peace, and pro-
vide additional basis for a
more sustainable develop-
ment, one that will create jobs
and increase hope for a better
future.

Jordan plays a vital role in
the stability and prosperity of
the Middle East. Our efforts
aim at reaching a comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace in
the region, especially on the
Palestinian—Israeli track,
where a two-state solution is
the key for reaching that goal.
When rights are returned ac-
cording to international legiti-
macy, hope and optimism will
spread throughout the region,
easing tensions, defusing ex-
tremists of their arguments,
and supporting the sound of

reason and moderation; out-
comes that will benefit the
whole world.

Jordan also highly appreci-
ates Japan’s efforts aiming at
reaching sustainable and last-
ing security and stability in
the Middle East especially the
peaceful resolution of the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict, end-
ing decades of hostilities and
paving the road for Israel to
become a welcomed and con-
tributing member of our re-
gion. To this end, Jordan wel-
comes and supports the Japa-
nese initiative, the Corridor
for Peace and Prosperity, and
believes that this important
contribution from Japan will
help bring the concerned par-
ties closer together, encourag-
ing mutual cooperation and
assisting the confidence-build-
ing process between the two
sides.

From the first day His Maj-
esty the king assumed consti-
tutional powers, Jordan start-
ed witnessing a high-paced
transformation in all aspects
of life. His Majesty’s visions,
personal involvement and ini-
tiatives guided the develop-
ment process that lifted Jor-
dan to where it is now. Eleven
years ago when I first worked
in Japan our mutual relations
in the economic field were
mostly one-way through Japa-
nese Official Development As-
sistance and technical assis-
tance to Jordan, and very few
Japanese companies even
paid attention to review the
economic potentials that Jor-
dan presented. The fact that
Jordan had then very few in-
ternational investment part-
ners made that task even
harder.

But now we find ourselves
competing with many of the
well-established economies in
the world through the achieve-
ments and opportunities our
economy is presenting, and
the gateways we offer to the
rest of our region. Jordan’s
unique security and stability
continue despite what the re-

gion witnessed during the past
decade, presenting Jordan as
a calm and potential-full oa-
sis. Our investment laws and
regulations evolved rapidly
and steadily to address the for-
eign investors’ needs and re-
quirements, these and many
other achievement resulted in
foreign direct investment in-
flow to Jordan reaching re-
markable levels and covering
almost every aspect of the
economy, thus reflecting the
trust, confidence and the at-
tractive opportunities those
investors saw in Jordan.

Our plans for the future are
highly bullish and firmly opti-
mistic. Just to give a few ex-
amples, Jordan is planning to
transfer in two decades from
a country that imports 96 per-
cent of its energy needs to an
energy-exporting country, en-
ergy that will mostly be gen-
erated from renewable

sources like solar and wind,
and from peaceful nuclear
plants powered by Jordan’s
wealth of uranium estimated
now at 3 percent of world re-
serves, that in addition to the
world’s largest water desali-
nation projects, and the Red
Sea-Dead Sea Canal that will
save one of the world’s heri-
tages and natural wonders,
the Dead Sea, and help ease
the potable water shortage
problem.

Jordan today is considered
to be a well-established and
wide-ranging medical and
educational center in our re-
gion with excellent achieve-
ments in all aspects of those
fields. Jordan also became a
known center for internation-
al conferences such as the
World Economic Forum,
which convenes regularly on
the shores of the famous
Dead Sea.

I feel myself urged to ask a
question to our Japanese
friends: If Jordan can
achieve these levels of ad-
vancement and transforma-
tion in 11 years, and if it can
now demonstrate a remark-
able level of international
competitiveness as reflected
by facts on the ground and ac-
knowledgments received by
international partners and

analysts, can you imagine
where Jordan will be after 10
years? We believe it will be in
our mutual interest to see
stronger Japanese participa-
tion in that future.

In closing, I would like to ex-
tend an invitation on behalf of
all Jordanians to you to visit
Jordan and enjoy its deep his-
tory and mesmerizing beauty.
A well-traveled bridge of con-

trasts from Jordan Valley, the
Dead Sea, which is a nominee
for the New Seven Wonders of
Nature, to Petra, another fan-
tastic historic city and one of
the New Seven Wonders of the
World. Much more awaits you
to enjoy from the moment you
land in Jordan, which scholars
describe as an open air muse-
um. Ahlan Wa Sahlan ( Wel-
come as a cherished guest).
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