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Manning ousted
in Trinidad poll

Port of Spain
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Patrick Man-
ning was ousted Monday in
Trinidad and Tobago’s gener-
al election, with a coalition of
opposition parties winning at
least 27 of 41 seats in Parlia-
ment, according to prelimi-
nary results.

Former Attorney General
Kamla Persad-Bissessar is set
to become the first female
prime minister in the energy-
rich Caribbean nation. She
heads the United National Con-
gress (UNC), which put togeth-
er a coalition to oust Manning’s
People’s National Movement.

Manning conceded defeat
after an election that saw him
accused of mismanaging
funds and spending exorbi-
tantly on public buildings —
charges that he denied.

‘‘I take full responsibility,’’
Manning said. ‘‘We have lost
and we have conceded.’’

Manning called snap elec-
tions midway in the five-year
term of his administration to
thwart an opposition motion of
no-confidence in him.

The UNC-led coalition won
the right to form the govern-
ment for the next five years in
the twin-island nation.

Manning, 64, has ruled the
country for 13 of the past 17
years.

Ethiopia ruling
party claims
controversial win
Addis Ababa
AP, REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Tens of thousands of ruling
party supporters rallied Tues-
day in Ethiopia’s capital to cel-
ebrate victory in the national
election, while the chief EU
observer said the poll had
been marred by an uneven
playing field.

The country’s electoral
board told state television the
ruling Ethiopian People’s Rev-
olutionary Democratic Front
and allies had won 477 seats out
of 479 declared, giving Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi an over-
whelming majority in the 547-
member Parliament.

A top opposition leader de-
nounced the provisional re-
sults, but did not indicate what
action his party would take.

Meles arrived midmorning at
the main square in Addis Ababa
and addressed the crowd as
hundreds of blue-uniformed fed-
eral police stood guard.

‘‘We’ll not boast about our
victory, but we’ll add to the
burden of work that we have to

deliver for the next five
years,’’ said Meles, who seized
power in a 1991 coup.

The EU mission said Tues-
day the weekend vote had been
peaceful, but that there were in-
equalities that favored the rul-
ing party leading up to the elec-
tion. Thijs Berman, the EU’s
chief observer, said they had re-
ceived a number of complaints
of violence and harassment.

‘‘The sheer volume and con-
sistency of these complaints is
a matter of concern,’’ Berman
said, noting Ethiopia’s lack of
a national voter list. ‘‘These
shortcomings lead us to the
conclusion that this electoral
process falls short of certain
international commitments.’’

Human Rights Watch had al-
so criticized Sunday’s vote, say-
ing voters were told they could
lose food assistance, public-sec-
tor jobs, loans and educational
opportunities if they voted
against the ruling party.

Ethiopian election officials
said they witnessed no irregu-
larities, and government
spokesman Bereket Simon said

the election was free and fair.
‘‘It is sad to hear that while the
election officials have said
Ethiopians voted in a demo-
cratic way, Human Rights
Watch, which has nothing to do

with the election observation, is
declaring our election fraudu-
lent,’’ he said. ‘‘The people of
Ethiopia have voted, and no one
is going to take their vote away
from them.’’

Meles: the long-serving rebel prime minister
Barry Malone
Addis Ababa
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Meles Zenawi, a young rebel
who dropped out of medical
school to go to war against
East Africa’s biggest army,
had contracted malaria and
was close to death, hiding near
a river in remote northern
Ethiopia.

His father, the story goes,
turned up with some medicine
just in time to save his son’s
life. He begged the idealistic
guerrilla to abandon the war
and come home.

Meles refused and the next
time he saw his family was 17
years later when he emerged
as leader of Ethiopia after the
fall of Col. Mengistu Haile
Mariam.

‘‘He believed in the strug-
gle,’’ said a party colleague in
Addis Ababa. ‘‘He had a desire
to see a better Ethiopia. De-
spite what some say, he still
does.’’

The 55-year-old has now
been in charge of one of Afri-
ca’s most complex countries
for almost 20 years and has
just won a renewed mandate
i  n a national election, accord-
ing to provisional results re-
leased Monday.

Meles was born Legesse
Zenawi in 1955 in Adwa, the
site of Ethiopia’s most cele-

brated victory against Italian
invaders in 1896. He took the
nom-de-guerre Meles as a
tribute to Meles Tekle, a
young activist killed by the
government.

When Mengistu announced
the beginning of his ‘‘Red Ter-
ror’’ purges in 1977, Meles
was already in the bush and a
rising figure in the Tigrayan
People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) that he helped estab-

lish when he was only 20
years old.

The TPLF would ultimately
succeed, and after aligning
with other groups and forming
the Ethiopian People’s Revo-
lutionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF) coalition, entered
Addis Ababa in 1991, much
to the amazement of the
locals.

‘‘They were this army of
kids in shorts with huge Afros,
marching into the city,’’ re-
called an Addis resident. ‘‘We
didn’t even know who Meles
Zenawi was.’’

Ethiopians soon got to know
the 35-year-old intimately
when he took power, first as
transitional president and lat-

er, after poorly contested
elections in 1995, as prime
minister of the renamed Fed-
eral Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia.

The EPRDF set about at-
tempting to change the des-
perately poor country, pledg-
ing to drive growth and im-
prove the lives of peasant
farmers. It introduced a sys-
tem of ethnic federalism,
opening regional legislatures

and giving Ethiopia’s main
ethnic groups the chance to
govern the areas in which
they dominate.

The West welcomed Afri-
ca’s new youngest leader en-
thusiastically, grateful for his
overthrow of a communist re-
gime and impressed with his
savvy ways.

Former U.S. President Bill
Clinton said Meles was part of
a ‘‘new generation’’ of African
leaders and he was invited to
join then British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair’s crusading
Commission for Africa.

But Meles’ record of solid
economic growth, poverty re-
duction and closer ties to the
West was marred by a crack-

down on dissent, rights groups
say.

The analysts who say the
once bright hope for the conti-
nent has become autocratic
blame two major incidents.

The first came shortly after
Ethiopia fought a bitter war
with neighboring Eritrea, a
country that ceded from Ethi-
opia once Mengistu had fallen.

The war bred divisions with-
in the TPLF Central Commit-
tee that soon spilled over into
arguments about economic pol-
icy. That row ended with 12 of
the TPLF Central C o m m i t t e e
expelled and some, including
former Defense Minister Seye
Abraha, ended up in prison on
corruption charges.

The second test was Ethio-
pia’s last national elections in
2005, seen as the first poll that
could be truly democratic.
Meles and the EPRDF were
caught off-guard by the rise of
the ad-hoc Coalition for Unity
and Democracy (CUD).

When the EPRDF claimed
victory, the CUD cried fraud,
street riots erupted and 193
protesters and seven police-
men died. The CUD leadership
was imprisoned.

Meles showed his stubborn
streak under pressure from
Western donors, refusing to
back down and saying Ethio-
pia could survive without
them if it had to.

Bloodshed as kingpin’s cohorts confront police

Drug boss hunt turns
deadly in Kingston
Kingston
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Running battles between Ja-
maican authorities and drug
gang members turned part of
Kingston into a war zone Mon-
day, with the death toll rising
to at least three as gunmen
fired on security forces hunt-
ing an alleged drug kingpin.

One soldier was killed when
troops supporting police
plunged into the Tivoli Gar-
dens neighborhood, breaking
through barricades erected by
supporters of Christopher
‘‘Dudus’’ Coke, who authori-
ties want to extradite to the
United States.

Explosions shook the impov-
erished neighborhood, sending
out thick plumes of smoke, a
day after Prime Minister Bruce
Golding’s government declared
a state of emergency.

On Sunday night, two po-
liceman were killed, and two
members of the security forc-
es sustained injuries. Another
seven were wounded Monday.

National Security Minister
Dwight Nelson said on national

television that he had received
unconfirmed reports of several
civilian deaths and the air-
waves were full of desperate
pleas from residents pinned in-
side buildings by gunfire.

‘‘Somebody please come
help we, somebody please
come help we,’’ one woman
begged on local radio.

The ruling Jamaica Labour
Party tried to reassure citizens,
saying the raids were ‘‘inescap-
able and unavoidable.’’

‘‘We hope that out of the na-
tional crisis there will come a
rebirth of Jamaica, the land
we love.’’

Police advised people to re-
main indoors in Kingston,
where power was cut off over-
night, describing the threat
level as ‘‘grave.’’

‘‘You must realize, we are
fighting a war,’’ Hinds said, as
local media reported that Ja-
maican blood banks were
seeking emergency donations.

Coke enjoys support among
some Kingston residents who
see him as a sort of local Robin
Hood, helping impoverished
Jamaicans.

But the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has labeled him among
the ‘‘world’s most dangerous
narcotics kingpins.’’

He is accused of leading
since the 1990s an internation-
al gang known as ‘‘The Shower
Posse,’’ which U.S. prosecu-
tors say sells marijuana and
crack cocaine in the New York
area and elsewhere.

He was formally charged in
the United States in August
with conspiracy to traffic
drugs and illegal weapons,
and if convicted faces manda-
tory life imprisonment.

The head of the Organiza-
tion of the Americas, Jose Mi-
guel Insulza, said the situation
in Jamaica was ‘‘worrying’’
and stressed that the regional
body ‘‘backs with all our force
the Jamaican government.’’

The U.S. Embassy suspend-
ed nonessential services be-
cause of the ‘‘deteriorating sit-
uation’’ in Jamaica, State De-
partment spokesman Philip
Crowley said.

Hopes for a resolution rose
early Monday after a lawyer
for Coke, Don Foote, said he

had scheduled a meeting with
the U.S. Embassy.

However, a spokeswoman
for the U.S. Embassy, Rebec-
ca Park, said she was not
aware of any planned meet-

ing, although she did not rule
out dialogue in the future.

Armed supporters of Coke
roamed through the streets.
Gangs burned down a police
station and also stockpiled a

large cache of weapons, in-
cluding large-gauge rifles, of-
ficials said.

The violence forced several
airlines to cancel flights and a
number of countries warned

their citizens against travel to
Kingston.

I  n a national address late
Sunday, Golding declared a
state of emergency and vowed
to pursue Coke’s extradition.

The 55-year-old has now been in charge of one of
Africa’s most complex countries for almost 20
years and has just won a renewed mandate in a
national election.

Georgia independence day

Seaside city: Batumi on the Black Sea is a big commercial
center. EMBASSY OF GEORGIA

Georgian Orthodox: The Sameba Cathedral in Tbilisi is one of
the largest Orthodox Christian cathedrals in the world.

Sustained reforms lead to positive developments
Revaz Beshidze
AMBASSADOR OF GEORGIA

------------------------------------------

May 26 is Georgia’s Indepen-
dence Day, which commemo-
rates the establishment of the
i  n  d e p e n d e n t
Democratic Re-
public of Geor-
gia on this day in
1918. In Febru-
ary 1921, Geor-
gia was annexed
by the Russian
Red Army and
the country regained its inde-
pendence in 1991.

In a short span of time since
the peaceful Rose Revolution in
November 2003, Georgia has
made remarkable progress in
democratization and transition
t  o a market economy. The gov-
ernment of Georgia has imple-
mented wide-ranging economic
reforms that have resulted in a
dramatically improved invest-
ment climate.

Sustained liberal reforms of
the civil service combined with
low and decreasing taxes have
resulted in a 365 percent in-

crease in fiscal revenue since
2004. The government of Geor-
gia has abolished import tariffs
on 90 percent of goods. Georgia
is a member of the World Trade
Organization and benefits from
preferential trade relationships
with developed economies such
as the U.S., the EU and Japan.

Georgia’s rapid progress in
improving its business climate
has been well-documented in a
number of international index-
es. Georgia was ranked 11th in
the world for ease of doing busi-
ness in the new ‘‘Doing Business
2010’’ report recently released
by the World Bank. The Heri-
tage Foundation published its
‘‘2010 Index of Economic Free-
dom’’ report, where Georgia
ranked as the 26th freest econo-
my in the world.

In August 2008, Georgia wit-
nessed Russia’s large scale mil-
itary aggression, subsequent
occupation and illegal recogni-
tion of the nonexistent, so called
‘‘independence’’ of my coun-
try’s inalienable areas of Ab-
khazia and Tskhinvali re-
gion/South Ossetia. With a

grave violation of norms and
principles of international law,
the occupation of Georgia con-
tinues, in breach of the Six-
Point Ceasefire Agreement of
Aug. 12, 2008, despite numerous
calls from the international
community.

Today, Georgia’s primary
goal is to achieve the full de-oc-
cupation of Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region/South Osse-
tia only through peaceful

means and diplomatic efforts,
with the assistance of the inter-
national community. The main
foreign policy priorities for
Georgia are NATO member-
ship, intensification of the coop-
eration with the EU and
strengthening of regional eco-
nomic ties.

In recognition of positive de-
velopments of Georgia’s eco-
nomic strength in terms of eco-
nomic structure and growth

prospects, Standard & Poor’s
rating services raised its long-
term foreign and local curren-
cy credit ratings for Georgia to
B+ from B on April 12, 2010. Ac-
cording to Transparency Inter-
national, Georgia is one of the
top countries in terms of fight-
ing corruption.

I am pleased to note a num-
ber of significant milestones
have been achieved in the areas
of economic and trade coopera-
tion between Georgia and Ja-
pan. Bearing in mind the suc-
cess stories of Toyota, Mitsubi-
shi and other Japanese
companies operating in Geor-
gia, the Georgian government
would like to extend an invita-
tion to Japanese companies in
the areas of infrastructure de-
velopment, agricultural pro-
duction and energy — particu-
larly hydropower, wind and so-
lar projects. A number of
Japanese companies have al-
ready expressed their interest
to invest in the Free Industrial
Zone in the Poti seaport.

Georgia is undergoing a re-
vival as a tourist destination,

with spectacular, varied scen-
ery ranging from some of the
highest mountains in Europe to
subtropical seacoast; architec-
ture mixing Georgian, neoclas-
sical and art nouveau; and rich
culture, cuisine and unique mu-
sical traditions. We hope that
our active collaboration with
JTB and other travel agencies
will induce more Japanese
tourists to visit Georgia and dis-
cover its charms.

In the area of culture, the
government of Georgia is inter-
ested in fostering cultural ex-
changes between Japanese and
Georgian artists and musi-
cians. In February, G e o r g i a n
prima ballet dancer Nino Anan-
iashvili and the State Ballet of
Georgia successfully toured Ja-
pan.

Japan’s opening of the Em-
bassy in Tbilisi in January 2009
will further strengthen the bi-
lateral relationship. The gov-
ernment of Japan supported
the territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty of Georgia, and has
demonstrated that it will con-
tinue to support Georgia politi-

cally and contribute to our eco-
nomic recovery. Japan was
among the largest donors at the
joint EU/World Bank Donor
Conference held in Brussels in
October 2008, pledging $200 mil-
lion in order to minimize the
consequences of the war.

My government hopes that in
a short period of time the rela-
tionship between Japan and
Georgia can evolve from one
based on economic assistance
to one based on bilateral eco-
nomic and business coopera-
tion, investment and trade.

Casting no doubt: Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi
casts his ballot on Sunday in the northern town of Adwa, his
constituency and birthplace. REUTERS

Firefight: Police patrol in Kingston in this frame grab from footage taken Monday. Heavily armed units fanned out in the
Jamaican capital after at least three people were killed in an outbreak of violence by suspected supporters of an alleged drug
lord who faces extradition to the United States. REUTERS
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