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Defiant: A courtroom sketch
shows Faisal Shahzad as he
pleads guilty Monday in New
York to the Times Square car
bomb bid last month. AFP-JIJI

Supreme Court keeps ban on terrorist group aid
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld
the U.S. government’s authority
Monday to ban aid to designated
terrorist groups, even when that
support is intended to steer the
groups toward peaceful and le-
gal activities.

The court left intact a federal
law that the Obama administra-
tion considers an important tool
against terrorism. But human
rights organizations say the
law’s ban on providing training
and advice to nearly four dozen
organizations on a U.S. State
Department list squanders a
chance to persuade people to re-
nounce extremism.

The justices voted 6-3 to re-
ject a free-speech challenge

from humanitarian aid groups
to the law that bars ‘‘material
support’’ — everything from
money to technical knowhow
to legal advice — to foreign
terrorist organizations.

The aid groups were only
challenging provisions that
put them at risk of being pros-
ecuted for talking to terrorist
organizations about nonvio-
lent activities.

But Chief Justice John Rob-
erts said in his opinion for the
court that material support in-
tended even for benign pur-
poses can help a terrorist
group in other ways.

‘‘Such support frees up other
resources within the organiza-
tion that may be put to violent
ends,’’ Roberts said in an opin-
ion joined by four other conser-

vative justices, but also the lib-
eral Justice John Paul Stevens.

Justice Stephen Breyer took
the unusual step of reading his
dissent aloud in the court-
room. ‘‘Not even the ‘serious
and deadly problem’ of inter-
national terrorism can re-
quire automatic forfeiture of
First Amendment rights,’’ he
said, referring to the provision
in the U.S. Constitution that
guarantees freedom of
speech. Justices Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomay-
or joined the dissent.

Solicitor General Elena Ka-
gan argued the government’s
case at the high court more
than two months ago before
President Barack Obama
nominated her to replace Ste-
vens, who will retire in days.

The Obama administration
said the ‘‘material support’’ law
is one of its most important ter-
rorism-fighting tools. It has
been used about 150 times since
Sept. 11, resulting in 75 convic-
tions. Most of those cases in-
volved money and substantial
support for terrorist groups.

Only a handful dealt with
the kind of speech involved in
the case decided Monday.

Human rights groups said
they were stunned by the ruling.

David Cole, a Georgetown
law professor who repre-
sented the aid groups at the Su-
preme Court, said the court es-
sentially ruled that ‘‘the First
Amendment permits the gov-
ernment to make human
rights advocacy and peace-
making a crime.’’

Campaign candidates
turning to phone ‘apps’
Atlanta
AP

------------------------------------------

Running for office? You can
make an ‘‘app’’ for that.

Maintaining a Facebook
page and Twitter feed has be-
come standard practice for
U.S. political candidates seek-
ing to get their message out.
Now some are even creating
iPhone applications so sup-
porters can follow their cam-
paigns and make contribu-
tions on the go.

The method has grown in
popularity — especially since
President Barack Obama’s
widely chronicled and suc-
cessful embrace of social me-
dia during the 2008 campaign.
He even had a sophisticated
iPhone app that let people get
in touch with local organizers
and find local events.

‘‘The demand for it, to be
able to do it, is going to grow a
lot, particularly if it’s shown
that apps are an effective way
to raise money for a political
campaign,’’ said Peter
Scheer, executive director of
the California-based First
Amendment Coalition.

Doug MacGinnitie, a Re-
publican running to be Geor-
gia’s secretary of state, has an
iPhone app that provides in-
formation about his campaign
and helps supporters donate
money. Friends approached
him about making one for the
campaign last year, and it’s
been downloaded roughly 200
times, he said.

‘‘I don’t think it’s going to

change the course of history,
but I’ve gotten comments
from people who think it’s
cool,’’ MacGinnitie said. ‘‘It re-
inforces the notion that I come
from the business world,
which is generally quicker to
embrace technology.’’

Minnesota House Speaker
Margaret Anderson Kelliher,
who’s running to be the Demo-
cratic nominee for governor,
has an app that lets people fol-
low her calendar, read news re-
leases, familiarize themselves
with her background and make
campaign contributions.

‘‘It shows that our campaign
i  s a modern campaign,’’ said
Kelliher spokesman Matt
Swenson. ‘‘We’re connecting
with people where they are
right now through the phones
in the palms of their hands.’’

Illinois state Sen. Dan Ruth-
erford, who’s the Republican
candidate for state treasurer,
said his campaign has been us-
ing so many other forms of so-
cial media — even announcing
his candidacy via Twitter and
Facebook — that an iPhone
app was the next logical step.

‘‘This is another medium for
our supporters to track us, and
we have people in house who
can do it, so it was common
sense to have one,’’ he said.

Apple says it doesn’t keep
track of how many campaign
apps — or any other kind of
app — are among the roughly
225,000 in its app store.

If a candidate doesn’t have
a friend or staffer who can do
it, a basic iPhone app might

cost between $5,000 and $10,000
to develop, said Gregg Weiss,
the founder of iPhone-
AppQuotes.com, which
matches people wanting to
create an app with U.S.-based
developers.

Apple has had spats over re-
jected apps, including at least
one candidate whose app was
turned down. Some online
chatter has focused on wheth-
er the power to reject gives
Apple too much influence over
politics, though Scheer dis-
missed that notion.

‘‘There certainly would be a
problem if there were no com-
petitor to Apple offering an al-
ternative platform to reach a
similar audience,’’ Scheer
said. But there are competi-
tors — for instance, BlackBer-
ry and phones that use Goo-
gle’s Android software.

Google spokesman Anthony
House said in an e-mail that
the company doesn’t review
Android apps but will take
them down if they use illegal

content, are obscene or violate
other policies.

Jamie Ernst, of BlackBerry
maker Research In Motion,
said in an e-mail that apps
must be submitted for approv-
al before they appear in Black-
Berry’s App World but that
there are no specific guide-
lines for political apps.

Some also have worried
that Apple’s rejections limit
free speech. But Scheer said
Apple is able to control what’s
in the apps because it’s a pri-
vate entity and not the govern-
ment, and the company could
reasonably argue it’s like a
publisher.

Republican congressional
candidate Ari David of Cali-
fornia documented a tiff with
Apple over his app on his cam-
paign Web site. Apple initially
rejected the app last month,
saying it defamed the Demo-
cratic incumbent, longtime
Congressman Henry Wax-
man. David wound up losing
the GOP primary.

The worst environmental disaster in U.S. history?

Historians debate
spill’s significance
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mex-
ico is the ‘‘worst environmen-
tal disaster America has ever
faced,’’ according to President
Barack Obama. Those were
bold words in a country whose
past is littered with oil spills,
explosions, toxic dumps, ex-
tinctions and at least one river
on fire.

So, was he right?
Historians, predictably, say

that depends on what he meant
by ‘‘worst’’ and ‘‘disaster.’’ The
Dust Bowl of the 1930s caused
more social upheaval. The
Exxon Valdez spill had a higher
wildlife death toll. The pesti-
cide DDT affected a wider
swath of the country.

But just asking the question
reveals a depressing truth about
the current catastrophe. It has a
great deal in common with the
others: private interests that
took risks in search of a payoff;
a government that wasn’t trying
hard enough to stop them.

The Deepwater Horizon rig
sank on the 40th anniversary of
Earth Day. That was a special
irony: It happened on a day that
promised that Americans had
learned from their mistakes.

‘‘It does just raise the ques-
tion of, ‘How much have we real-
ly learned?’ ’’ said Andy Kirk, a
history professor at the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas.

Tuesday is the 63rd day
since the April 20 explosion of
the drilling rig, which killed 11
workers.

Since then, according to gov-
ernment estimates, the well
may have released more than
340 million liters of oil — eight
times the 1989 Valdez spill —
and maybe much more. As of
Monday, oil was affecting 280

km of the Gulf Coast, more than
double last week’s number.

BP officials said Monday
that they were capturing 3.66
million liters a day, as much
as 65 percent of the flow, using
a ‘‘cap’’ that fits over the well.
But the ‘‘relief wells’’ that
could finally plug the thing are
weeks from completion.

On Monday, White House offi-
cials declined to explain Oba-
ma’s rationale for deciding this
disaster is worse than others.

In interviews, however,
some historians and environ-
mentalists said they could build
a compelling case that it is.

‘‘It’s on the scale of an ecosys-
tem, and it’s on the scale of an
economy, that the impacts will
be felt,’’ said Mike Daulton of
the National Audubon Society.
He said that no other one-time
event — no single spill, explo-
sion or dumping case — could
match the reach of the spill’s im-
pact, from Louisiana to the
Florida Panhandle. ‘‘This is on
the front doorstep of America.’’

But American history
brims with other, more long-
term catastrophes: From the
perspective of a bison or a
(now-extinct) passenger pi-
geon, the whole thing might
look like one long disaster.

In the Dust Bowl years of
the 1930s, for instance, a
drought was made worse by
human mistakes. Farmers
had plowed up grassland to
take advantage of high grain
prices, but when prices
dropped, the fields were aban-
doned, with no roots to hold
soil in place.

Vast dust storms, big
enough to reach Washington,
were the result, along with
wide-scale migration from the
devastated region.

‘‘I think the Dust Bowl is a far

more catastrophic example for
— not the environment — but for
the people involved, and for the
whole culture of the American
Southwest,’’ said Oliver Houck,
a law professor who studies en-
vironmental history at Tulane
University in New Orleans.
‘‘The Southwest has never re-
covered from the Dust Bowl and
never will.’’

Another candidate for worst
environmental disaster is the
use of DDT, a pesticide that
thinned eggshells and was
blamed for the decline of such
birds as bald eagles and brown
pelicans. The Valdez spill, al-
though smaller in volume,
happened close to a shoreline
packed with wildlife: 35,000
dead birds were found after-
ward, compared with the 957
reported so far in the gulf.

In the 1960s, the modern envi-
ronmental movement was
sparked partly by two events
that — set against this grim his-
tory — barely look like disasters
at all. An oil spill off Santa Bar-
bara, Calif., in 1969, was less
than one-twentieth the size of
the current one. And the fire on
the Cuyahoga River in Cleve-
land, 41 years ago Tuesday, was
spectacular but contained to one
stretch of one river.

In the years that followed,
the United States passed rules
to protect clean air, clean wa-
ter and endangered species. It
helped solve the hole in the
ozone layer. It created the
modern era of environmental
impact statements, hybrid
cars and recycled toilet paper.

Which is why the current
spill is such a depressing les-
son for historians.

It shows that people — at
least those who were running
the well and overseeing its
safety — might be repeating

the mistake of underestimat-
ing risks to the environment.

‘‘Our default mode in looking
at the world is: ‘How can we
make money from it?’ And so
that was the lure of the farmers
who helped create the condi-
tions that led to the Dust Bowl.
It’s true of BP,’’ said Adam
Rome, a professor at Pennsyl-
vania State University. ‘‘If you
think that way, you’re going to

be willfully blind to the costs
that you don’t pay,’’ he said, un-
til there’s a disaster.

At the American Petroleum
Institute, a trade group, econo-
mist John Felmy disputed the
idea that his industry hadn’t
learned from history. Felmy
said oil companies spend bil-
lions of dollars to protect the en-
vironment, and oil spills have
been on the decline for years.

‘‘Think about the people who
have driven their entire lives
without a car accident and
then have one,’’ Felmy said,
likening those drivers to the oil
industry. He said it is too soon
to pass judgment on the indus-
try for the gulf spill.

‘‘Before we make any ma-
jor, sweeping conclusions,
let’s really understand what
happened,’’ he said.

Voters in Nebraska town ban hiring or renting property to illegal immigrants
Fremont Neb.
AP

-------------------------------------------------------

Voters in the eastern Nebraska city of
Fremont on Monday approved a ban on
hiring or renting property to illegal
immigrants, the latest proposal in a series of
immigration regulations taken up by
communities around America.

About 57 percent of voters in Fremont
supported the proposal, according to unofficial

results that still must be certified by the election
commissioner. The measure is likely to face a
long and costly court battle, with the American
Civil Liberties Union saying it will try to block it
before it even goes into effect.

The town of about 25,000 people has
watched as its Hispanic population surged in
the past two decades, largely due to the jobs
available at the nearby Fremont Beef and
Hormel meatpacking plants. The city also
has an enviably low unemployment rate that

matches the Nebraska rate of 4.9 percent.
Nonetheless, residents worry that jobs are

going to illegal immigrants who they fear could
drain community resources. Proponents of the
ballot measure collected enough signatures
and fought in the Nebraska Supreme Court to
put the question to a public vote.

Supporters say the measure is needed to
make up for what they see as lax federal law
enforcement. Opponents say it could fuel
discrimination.

Times Square
bomber pleads
guilty to charges
Accused faces life in
prison for car bomb
attack in New York

New York
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

A Pakistani-born American cit-
izen defiantly pleaded guilty
Monday to attempting to set off
a car bomb in New York’s
Times Square, saying that Is-
lamist extremists would contin-
ue to attack the United States.

Faisal Shahzad, 30, admit-
ted traveling to Pakistan to re-
ceive bomb-making training
from from the Pakistani Tali-
ban, called Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan, and receiving
$12,000 from the group to carry
out the failed plot on May 1.

Shahzad, who has a wife and
two children living in Pakistan,
pleaded guilty to 10 charges, in-
cluding attempted use o  f a
weapon of mass destruction
and attempted terrorism tran-
scending national borders. He
faces mandatory life in prison.

‘‘I’m going to plead guilty
100 times over,’’ Shahzad told
the court. Until the United
States stops drone aircraft at-
tacks and the occupation of
‘‘Muslim lands,’’ Shahzad
said, ‘‘we will be attacking the
United States and I plead
guilty to that.’’

‘‘One has to understand
where I’m coming from,’’
Shahzad said in a long speech
frequently interrupted by U.S.
District Judge Miriam Gold-
man Cedarbaum seeking clar-
ification. ‘‘I consider myself a
Mujahid, a Muslim soldier.’’

He said his intention was to do
‘‘damage to the building, injure
the people or kill the people.’’

Shahzad parked a sports utili-
ty vehicle in Times Square with

its engine running and hazard
lights flashing on a balmy Satur-
day evening last month. ‘‘I ignit-
ed the fuses and I gave the time
o  f 21/2 to five minutes and I left
the car,’’ Shahzad told the court.
‘‘I was waiting to hear a sound.’’

But street vendors alerted po-
lice to the smoking vehicle with-
in minutes and thousands of peo-
ple were evacuated from the
popular theater district. A bomb
squad diffused the crude device,
which included firecrackers
and propane gas tanks.

The Pakistani Taliban has
claimed responsibility for t h e
attempted bombing. CIA-oper-
ated drone aircraft have target-
ed Taliban figures in Pakistan’s
tribal areas and the group has
vowed to avenge missile strikes
that have killed some of its
leaders. But Shahzad said the
militants did not tell him how or
what to attack in the U.S.

‘‘I got the cash, I worked on
it, I made the bomb and I
drove it to Times Square,’’ he
said. Shahzad said he worked
alone on the plot in the U.S.

Shahzad is due to be sen-
tenced on Oct. 5.

Art: Luxembourg paintings of
Japan are on view at the
embassy from June 23.

Luxembourg national day

A small nation shows its cosmopolitan nature
Paul Steinmetz
AMBASSADOR OF THE GRAND DUCHY OF

LUXEMBOURG TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Our National Day celebrates
the birthday of the Grand Duke.
On this occasion, I warmly
greet Japan Times readers.

No other developed country
possesses as many foreign resi-
dents (40 percent) or an econo-
my that trades proportionately
as much with the outside (80
percent of what we produce).
This openness comes with
many challenging questions in
the social, cultural and educa-
tional fields but is definitely an
advantage when confronting
our future.

The Embassy of Luxem-
bourg in Tokyo is pleased to
present three examples of the
country’s cosmopolitanism.

Kevin Marchetti, who works
at La Ré sidence, a luxury hotel
in Vietnam, prepares dishes at
our National Day celebration
this year. His stay is financed
by the Luxembourg govern-
ment, which devotes the equiv-

alent of 0.9 percent of its gross
domestic product (GDP) to de-
velopment cooperation, includ-
ing with Vietnam. Marchetti
trained with Lea Linster, win-
ner of the Paul Bocuse Award,
and was the best student of his
class.

Alan Johnston, a S c o t s m a n
with Luxembourg ancestry, is

an artist settled in Luxem-
bourg. His work celebrates na-
ture, which is why the Luxem-
bourg Embassy coordinated
his stay in Kijimadaira, an al-
pine village in Nagano Prefec-
ture, with which our country
has long-lasting people-to-peo-
ple exchanges. Johnston will be
showing 27 of his paintings at
the embassy, starting June 23.

Patrick Hein will be at the
embassy to discuss his recent
book ‘‘How the Japanese Be-
came Foreign to Themselves:
The Impact of Globalization on
the Private and Public Spheres
in Japan,’’ published by LIT
Verlag in Germany in 2009.
Hein came to Japan in 1989 and
now works at a Japanese com-
pany. It argues that repressed
needs for equality, plurality
and independence have made
their way back through in-
creased civil political p a r t i c i -
pation and that this process is
driven by the renaissance of the
pre-Meiji samurai principle of
ethical individualism.

The trilingual system of edu-

cation in my country fascinates
foreigners and especially Japa-
nese people. Counting L ëtze-
buergesch, all Luxembourgers
in effect speak four languages!
For those readers who would
like to learn more on this feat
and on the making of modern
Luxembourg generally, I
warmly recommend a book
that was recently written in
Japanese by former Ambassa-
dor of Japan Kazuhito Tatebe
called ‘‘Luxembourg, a S m a l l
but Great Country’’ (‘‘Chiisana
Taikoku’’), published by Kama-
kura Shunju Publishing. Ta-
tebe provides answers to press-
ing questions like the secret be-
hind the country’s high GDP
per capita, the reasons for its
important presence in the EU
despite its size and also the his-
tory of its mysterious language
L ëtzebuergesch.

May I conclude by wishing
all Luxembourgers in Japan a
happy National Day and thank-
ing all Japanese who have visit-
ed Luxembourg and perhaps
intend to do so.

Historic mess: Dead fish lie in oil in Bay Jimmy, La., on Sunday. U.S. President Barack Obama
has called the spill ‘‘the worst environmental disaster American has ever faced.’’ REUTERS

Ring tone: Doug MacGinnitie, a candidate for Georgia
secretary of state, poses with his iPhone in Atlanta on Friday.
MacGinnitie asked a close friend to create an iPhone
application so supporters can follow his political campaign
and make contributions. AP
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