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Bunch of Blairs: Nine Kosovar boys named after former British Prime Minister Tony Blair stand on a stage in front of a huge
poster that calls him ‘‘a leader, a friend, a hero’’ as they wait to meet him in Pristina on Friday. AP

East, West pull off superefficient spy swap
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to proceed, the officials said.
It became clear in early June
that at least two of the Rus-
sians were making plans to
leave the U.S., meaning the
whole operation now had to be
rolled up more quickly than
originally thought.

The timing of the arrests
was deliberated with Obama
on that June 11 Friday after-
noon in the Oval Office, along
with the expected charges for
the individuals and the poten-
tial impact on Washington’s
freshly ‘‘reset’’ relationship
with its former Cold War rival.
Also considered, the officials
said, was the matter of what
should happen afterward. One
of the recommendations was
to propose a swap to Russia.

The arrests were not
planned to facilitate such a
trade, said a separate U.S. of-
ficial, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss matters
of intelligence. But since the
Russian agents had never pen-
etrated the U.S. government,
it seemed Washington could
benefit more from using them
for barter than as prisoners to
be locked up for years.

The president approved.
Thirteen days later, Obama

hosted Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev at the
White House for the first time,

the two chummy over ham-
burgers in nearby Arlington,
Va., and showing off a rapport
to reporters that would have
been unthinkable during the
nations’ diplomatic low points.
But transparency goes only so
far.

Shortly after the June 27 ar-
rests, CIA Director Leon Panet-
ta provided Russia’s spy chief,
Mikhail Fradkov, the names of
four prisoners being held in
Russia that the U.S. wanted to
free, the officials said.

This was no dragged-out ne-
gotiation. By the following Sat-
urday — the July 4 holiday
weekend in the States and less
than a week and three phone
conversations after the ar-
rests — Panetta and Fradkov,
the head of Russia’s Foreign
Intelligence Service, had
agreed to the deal by phone,
the officials said.

A flurry of bureaucratic
wrangling followed. Russia re-
quired signed confessions
from the four in order to make
way for pardons from Med-
vedev. And court appearances
and plea deals were hastily ar-
ranged in the U.S. for the
Russians.

Both sets of prisoners were
abruptly entering radically
different lives.

The 10 Russian agents and
their families traded ordinary

but fictional American lives
for the realities of modern
Russia. And early indications
were that the spy ring — which
apparently uncovered little of
value and were watched by the
FBI for years — would not get
a hero’s welcome.

The four Russians accused
of spying for the West, mean-
while, were sprung from dis-
mal Russian prisons. But, fac-
ing separation from loved
ones and homeland, it was un-
clear where any of them
planned to settle.

One of the four — Alexander
Zaporozhsky — is a former
colonel in the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service, sen-
tenced in 2003 to 18 years in
prison for espionage on behalf
of the United States. Another,
think tank analyst Igor Sutya-
gin, says he did not pass along
any information that was not
available through open
sources.

Sutyagin, a 45-year-old
arms researcher convicted of
spying for the United States
via an alleged CIA front in
Britain, had told relatives ear-
lier that he was loath to leave
his homeland. He said he
signed a confession and
agreed to be part of the swap
out of concern he would other-
wise ruin everyone else’s
chances — and for fear of

abuse and misery in the three
years remaining in his prison
term.

The others were Sergei
Skripal, a former colonel in
the Russian military intelli-
gence, who was found guilty of
passing state secrets to Brit-
ain and sentenced to 13 years
in prison in 2006, and Gennady
Vasilenko, a former KGB offi-
cer. The latter was sentenced
in 2006 to three years in prison
for illegal weapons possession
and resistance to authorities.

A U.S. official confirmed
that Skripal and Sutyagin
were the two men who disem-
barked in Britain. The official
insisted on anonymity as a
condition of discussing intelli-
gence matters.

But one thing was clear:
Both sides were eager to re-
solve as quickly and cleanly as
possible a matter that could
have threatened the fragile re-
cent progress in U.S.-Russian
relations, with Moscow want-
ing to make strides as a coop-
erative partner and the U.S.
trying to steer clear of new re-
sentments.

As evidence of just how
keenly they wanted to move
on, Obama and Medvedev
themselves have not talked
once about the situation. And,
said the White House officials,
they don’t plan to.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

U.K. envoy sorry for praising cleric
Beirut AP

Britain’s ambassador to Beirut said Friday she regrets any
offense caused by a controversial blog post in which she praised
Lebanon’s recently deceased top Shiite cleric.

‘‘I recognize that some of my words have upset people. This
was certainly not my intention,’’ Frances Guy wrote in a new
posting, adding she had only meant to acknowledge the cleric’s
‘‘spiritual significance to many.’’

Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah was widely
revered by Shiites in Lebanon and around the Muslim world, but
was branded a terrorist by the U.S. government and linked to the
militant Hezbollah group.

Guy angered Israelis and embarrassed officials in London
after describing Fadlallah as a ‘‘true man of religion’’ and
saying the world needs more men like him.

The uproar over Guy’s message follows the dismissal of CNN
editor Octavia Nasr after she expressed admiration for
Fadlallah in a message posted to Twitter.

Nasr, who had worked at the news network for 20 years, was
fired Wednesday after saying Fadlallah was ‘‘one of Hezbollah’s
giants I respect a lot.’’

She later apologized on a blog and said that she had been
referring to Fadlallah’s progressive attitude toward women’s
rights.

Queen to be great-grandmother
London AP

Buckingham Palace says Peter Phillips and his wife, Autumn,
are expecting their first child in December, a baby who will be
Queen Elizabeth II’s first great-grandchild.

A statement issued Friday by the palace said ‘‘the queen and
Duke of Edinburgh, as well as Autumn’s family, have been
informed and are delighted with the news.’’

Peter Phillips, the son of Princess Anne, is the queen’s oldest
grandchild. He is 11th in line to the throne, and married
Montreal-born Autumn in May 2008 at Windsor Castle.

Phillips, 32, is among the most low-profile members of the
royal family, and he and his younger sister, Zara, are the only
ones among the queen’s eight grandchildren not to hold royal
titles. Princess Anne turned down her mother’s offer of the
honors for her children.

Woman jailed for taping up dog
BoulderColo. AP

A Colorado woman convicted of taping her boyfriend’s dog to a
refrigerator in a jealous fit has been sentenced to 30 days in jail
and three years’ probation.

Twenty-one-year-old Abby Toll was sentenced Friday after
she was convicted of felony animal cruelty in April. She could
have faced up to 18 months in prison.

Prosecutors say Toll used hair ties and packing tape to bind
the snout and legs of her boyfriend’s 2-year-old Shiba Inu named
Rex, then taped the dog upside-down to the refrigerator.

Police say Toll told them she was getting back at her boyfriend,
Brian Beck, for paying more attention to the dog than to her.

Another family has adopted the dog.

Underground blast burns woman
Pittsburgh AP

Officials in Pittsburgh say flames from an underground explosion
shot up through a metal sidewalk grate, burning a woman who was
standing there. City police Sgt. William Gorman says witnesses
report the woman ‘‘just burst into flames.’’

Duquesne Light officials say a cable failure Friday evening
caused the explosion, which also shook nearby buildings. The
woman was transported to a hospital with first- and
second-degree burns on her face, arms and legs. Her identity
has not been released.

U.K. boy jailed for killing ex in blaze
London AFP-JIJI

A 15-year-old schoolboy was sentenced to at least 23 years in
prison on Friday for killing his ex-girlfriend and her older sister
after setting their house on fire when she dumped him.

Akmol Miah killed 15-year-old Maleha Masud and Nabiha
Masud, 21, at their home in Tooting, south London.

Just 14 at the time of the attack in June last year, Miah looked on
the Internet the day before for ‘‘how to burn someone’s house down.’’

The youth recruited his cousin, waiter Shihabouddin
Choudhury, to help start the blaze by pouring gasoline through
the Masuds’ letterbox and setting it alight as the family slept.

Choudhury, 21, was also jailed for life and told he must serve
at least 21 years behind bars.

Six detainees prefer Guantanamo to home
Fearing mistreatment, Algerians fight repatriation
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The Obama administration
would send home six Algeri-
ans held at the military deten-
tion center at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, but for one prob-
lem: The men don’t want to go.
Given the choice between re-
patriation and incarceration,
the men choose Gitmo, ac-
cording to their lawyers.

The administration secured
a significant legal victory

Thursday when a federal ap-
peals court overturned a ruling
that had barred the govern-
ment from repatriating one of
them. The detainee had assert-
ed that if he is returned, the Al-
gerian government will torture
him or he will be targeted by
terrorist groups that will kill
him if he refuses to join.

U.S. District Judge Gladys
Kessler had ruled that the
claims of Farhi Saeed bin Mo-
hammed, 49, who has been
held at Guantanamo Bay for

more than eight years, ‘‘are of
great concern.’’ She said the
court must ensure that there is
‘‘real substance’’ behind any
Algerian assurances that re-
patriated detainees will be
treated humanely.

Political strife in Algeria
has claimed as many as
200,000 lives since 2002. The
government has employed vi-
olent tactics, including tor-
ture, to suppress an Islamist
insurgency, according to hu-
man rights groups.

Administration officials
point out that despite this his-
tory, the United States, under
the Bush and Obama adminis-
trations, has already sent 10
Algerian detainees home from
Guantanamo Bay, and that
none has been persecuted.

The administration has re-
fused to repatriate detainees
to countries such as China,
Libya, Syria, Tunisia and Uz-
bekistan, where U.S. officials
believe there is a risk of tor-
ture or where returned detain-
ees have been mistreated.

The administration has
been preparing to repatriate

one of the six Algerians. But
lawyers for Aziz Abdul Naji,
35, who has been held at Guan-
tanamo for more than eight
years, said he is ‘‘adamantly
opposed to going back.’’

The government, acting on
the belief that Naji recently
changed his mind, had
planned to fly him home. If of-
ficials go ahead, it would be
the first involuntary transfer
out of Guantanamo Bay by the
Obama administration.

The Bush administration in-
voluntarily transferred de-
tainees to Libya and Tunisia,
but they were mistreated after

they returned home, accord-
ing to human rights groups.
Transfers to both countries
were subsequently stopped.

Lawyers for the six Algeri-
ans said they live in fear of be-
ing forcibly repatriated.

‘‘These men would rather
stay in Guantanamo for the
rest of their lives than go to Al-
geria. That speaks volumes,’’
said David Remes, an attor-
ney for detainee Ahmed Bel-
bacha, who was sentenced in
absentia to 20 years in prison
by an Algerian court last year
for alleged association with an
illegal armed group.

In spy saga, was Peruvian an agent or wife betrayed?
Yonkers N.Y.
AP

------------------------------------------

Vicky Pelaez met her husband,
Juan Lazaro — or so he called
himself — some 30 years ago in
her native Peru. She was a
gutsy TV reporter, he a talent-
ed photographer and a karate
black belt. ‘‘To her, he was a
hunk,’’ a friend says.

Soon, the two were married
and living in a leafy New York
suburb, raising a young son
along with Vicky’s older one,
proudly watching him develop
into a talented pianist. And
now, three decades later, with
the family suddenly torn asun-
der, her lawyer says she likely
never even knew Juan’s real
name: Mikhail Vasenkov.

It is one of the more tantaliz-
ing mysteries to emerge from
the spy saga that has en-
tranced the world over the
past 12 days: Could a wife be in
the dark even as to her hus-
band’s very name?

And the broader question:
Was Pelaez, deported Thursday

in a spy swap along with her
husband, an enthusiastic secret
agent — who like him, was will-
ing to put her loyalty to Moscow
over that of her children? Or
was she a wife betrayed?

One thing was clear Friday,
hours after Pelaez, 55, and Va-
senkov, 66, arrived in Vienna,
en route to Moscow: a family
was in tatters.

In Yonkers, a gaggle of jour-
nalists was parked outside the
family’s two-story brick and
stucco home, with a patio, dog
house and wading pool in the
yard, waiting to talk to the cou-
ple’s 17-year-old son, Juan Jr.,
and his stepbrother, Waldo
Mariscal, 38, an architect.

Mariscal told reporters he
did not believe his parents
were spies, and defending
their character. He said he did
not know where he and his
brother will end up living.

Pelaez’s lawyer, John Rodri-
guez, said she plans to go back
to Peru, where her family has a
ranch, and where she hopes to
continue writing for El Diario

La Prensa, a well-known Span-
ish-language newspaper.

It was in Lima, the Peruvi-
an capital, that the couple met
in the early 1980s. The country
was in turmoil, with leftist reb-
els ascendant. Vicky was
working for Channel 2, Fre-
cuencia Latina. The man she
knew as Juan Lazaro was not
only a talented freelance pho-
tographer but a karate black
belt who taught the discipline
to colleagues.

Delfina Prieto, who worked
alongside Lazaro at the Peru-
vian magazine Punto, called
him ‘‘a magnificent person, a
great companion.’’ She said he
always looked out for her and,
because she is short, once
pulled her up on his shoulders
at the presidential palace so
she could get a good shot.

But she questioned his ori-
gins, as did others. ‘‘I would al-
ways think, ‘This guy has a Eu-
ropean accent,’ ’’ she said.

Cesar Medrano, another
photographer who knew the
couple, agreed. ‘‘He said he

was Uruguayan, but he had a
European accent. He looked
German.’’ Yet another col-
league, Carlos Saavedra, said
Lazaro never spoke about his
past — ‘‘but we never asked.’’

Does that include Pelaez? It
is not known what she knew of
his origins. The federal com-
plaint says agents intercepted
a conversation inside the Yon-
kers home in 2002, where La-
zaro was heard describing his
childhood to Pelaez, saying:
‘‘We moved to Siberia . . .  as
soon as the war started.’’

A key sign of how little she
may have known: Her lawyer
said Thursday his client
‘‘seemed shocked’’ to learn
that Juan Lazaro was not her
husband’s real name. ‘‘I don’t
believe she knew he had anoth-
er name,’’ Rodriguez said.

In any case, the two were
deeply in love, according t  o a
colleague of Pelaez in Peru, TV
reporter Monica Chang. ‘‘She
was a very passionate woman,’’
Chang said in a TV interview.
‘‘To her, he was a hunk.’’

In Peru, Pelaez established
a reputation as a gritty street
reporter. Then, in December
of 1984, she was kidnapped for
a day by members of the Tu-
pac Amaru Revolutionary
Movement, one of the coun-
try’s main communist armed
insurgencies, along with her
cameraman.

It was partly because of that
ordeal that Pelaez and Lazaro,
recently married, left the coun-
try for New York, says her sis-
ter, Elvira Pelaez.

There, she made a name for

herself at El Diario La Prensa
a  s a columnist who praised
Fidel Castro and was highly
critical of U.S. policy.

While Pelaez continued to
pursue her career as a jour-
nalist, Lazaro studied at the
New School for Social Re-
search, now called The New
School, a university in Man-
hattan. He taught a class on
Latin American and Caribbe-
an politics at Baruch College,
also in Manhattan, in 2008.

The two were ‘‘a normal
couple,’’ very affectionate
with one another, said Med-
rano. He said he met with La-
zaro during a visit to New
York by a Peruvian president
— he did not remember which
— and Lazaro was juggling his
studies with a night job clean-
ing a restaurant.

It is not exactly clear when
the espionage activity began,
though it appears it was in the
1990s. The couple both pleaded
guilty to conspiring to act as
an unregistered agent of a for-
eign country.

Nine Tony Blairs meet
namesake in Kosovo
Pristina
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Former British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair received a he-
ro’s welcome Friday on a visit
to Kosovo from nine boys
named after him.

‘‘As you can see your name
is quite common in our coun-
try,’’ a teenage hostess told
Blair on a stage in central
Pristina, where several thou-
sand people gathered, many
carrying British flags.

Blair and his wife, Cherie,
were joined on stage by nine
boys all named Tony Blair.

All of Kosovo’s Tony Blairs
were born after the 1999 war
between ethnic Albanian
fighters in Kosovo and Serbian

strongman Slobodan Milo-
sevic’s forces. The conflict
ended after a NATO air cam-
paign ousted Serbian forces
and established a U.N. protec-
torate over the territory.

Parents named their new-
borns after Blair to thank
him for his role in leading the
international community to
intervene to stop the brutal
crackdown on the ethnic-Al-
banian majority in Kosovo by
Milosevic.

‘‘I did what was right. I did
what was just. I did not regret
it then. I do not regret it now,’’
Blair told the ecstatic crowd.

Kosovo declared indepen-
dence from Serbia in Febru-
ary 2008, and Britain was
among the first to recognize it.

Mongolia national day

Vicky Pelaez

Great development challenges, rewards await
Rentsendoo Jigjid
AMBASSADOR OF MONGOLIA

------------------------------------------

It gives me great pleasure to
address the readers of The Ja-
pan Times on the occasion of
the National
Day of Mongo-
lia. During this
time of the year
the centuries-
old Mongol
Naadam Fes-
tivity is held in
Mongolia.

Two decades have passed
since Mongolia embarked on
the path of democracy and a
market-oriented economy as
the year of 2010 commemorates
the 20th anniversary of democ-
racy in Mongolia. And over this
relatively short period of time
we have undergone e x t e n s i v e
changes in all socioeconomic
spheres, and achieved certain
success in undertaking simul-
taneous transitions politically
and economically.

Today Mongolia ranks as
one of the richest countries in
Asia, as well as in the world,
in terms of the variety and
value of its mineral resourc-

es. More than 7,500 occur-
rences of 80 different miner-
als, including copper, gold,
silver, uranium, fluorspar,
zinc, phosphate, iron ore,
thermal and coking coal have
been discovered, of which
around 1,170 deposits are be-
ing exploited.

In 2008, the Parliament of
Mongolia endorsed the Com-
prehensive National D e v e l o p -
ment Strategy based on the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, in
which enhancing economic
growth through the develop-
ment of strategic deposits and
the application of high technol-
ogy, the rationalizing of the eco-
nomic structure, and the build-
ing of financial capacity and re-
sources to create a
knowledge-based economy was
defined as the development
strategy for the mining and
heavy industry sector.

The overall contribution of
the mining sector to the nation-
al economy, demonstrated by
its increased share in gross do-
mestic product, has been
steadily growing. In 2002, the
share was 10.1 percent whereas
it reached 22.1 percent in 2009.

Meanwhile, 84.6 percent of ex-
ports were mining products and
the share of mining products in
industrial output alone totaled
65.4 percent, showing an in-
crease by 20 percent over the
past six years.

In October 2009, the govern-
ment signed a long-term, com-
prehensive investment agree-
ment with Ivanhoe Mines of
Canada and British-Australian
firm Rio Tinto for the construc-
tion and operation of the Oyu
Tolgoi copper and gold mining
complex, considered to be one
of the largest copper-gold mine
developments in the world,
with reserves of 39 million tons
of copper and 58.4 million ounc-
es of gold. It will be the largest
foreign investment ever in
Mongolia.

The other giant deposit that
has been attracting the inter-
ests of the world’s biggest min-
ing companies is Tavan Tolgoi,
a state-owned, open-pit coal
mine. The deposit is situated in
the South Gobi with estimated
reserves of 6.4 billion tons of
coking and thermal coal. The
government will be carrying
out an open bid for the rights to

operate as subcontractors of
the mine, in which the world’s
leading mining companies, fi-
nancial organizations and con-
sortiums of foreign countries
have already expressed their
interests and willingness to de-
velop the Tavan Tolgoi coal de-
posit, and establish infrastruc-
ture thereof.

The government of Mongolia
is open for investors to cooper-
ate in exploitations, processing
and development of other large
deposits, and related infra-
structures.

We look forward to the fur-
ther enhancement of the friend-
ly relations and cooperation be-
tween Mongolia and Japan.
Our doors are always open for
productive collaboration and I
am convinced that our joint ef-
forts will definitely make a con-
tribution to the further
strengthening of relations be-
tween our nations.

In conclusion, let me express
my deep and heartfelt grati-
tude to The Japan Times and
through it to all our friends in
Japan who truly wish to expand
ties and friendly relations with
Mongolia.
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