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Tarred and feathered: Plaquemines Parish Coastal Zone Director P.J. Hahn rescues a heavily oiled bird from Louisiana’s
Barataria Bay, which is laden with oil from the Deepwater Horizon gusher, on June 26. AP

U.S. orders oil
well to be shut
despite seep
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managing director, he said the
British firm must inform the
government within four hours
of when seeps are detected,
and raised concern over what
he said was ‘‘lower than ex-
pected pressure readings.’’

‘‘While we are pleased that
no oil is currently being re-
leased into the Gulf of Mexico
and want to take all appropri-
ate action to keep it that way,
it is important that all deci-
sions are driven by the sci-
ence,’’ Allen told Bob Dudley.

BP Chief Operating Officer
Doug Suttles said pressure
was rising slowly in the well as
expected and touted ‘‘encour-
aging signs’’ that would allow
the new cap to remain on until
permanent relief wells can be
drilled in August.

‘‘In two different locations
we’ve seen a few bubbles,’’
Suttles said. ‘‘This is not un-
common but clearly it’s im-
portant that we check every-
thing very closely so we’re
monitoring that.’’

BP has said the valves on the
cap would remain shut as long
as no leaks are discovered. The
start of a two-week operation to
plug the well permanently by
pumping in heavy drilling flu-
ids and then cement is now less
than a fortnight away as engi-
neers have only 30 meters left
vertically to drill.

BP said Monday the ¤3.95
billion ($5.1 billion) total cost of
its response to the spill so far in-
cluded 67,500 compensation
payouts totaling $207 million.

The total includes the bill
for containing and cleaning
crude, relief well drilling,
grants to gulf states and mon-
ey paid to the U.S. federal gov-
ernment, it said.

Impact on wildlife, vital marshlands unfathomable

Gulf leak plugged for
now; future unclear
New Orleans
AP

------------------------------------------

After three long months, the
bleeding from the bottom of
the Gulf of Mexico has been fi-
nally, mercifully stanched.
But in so many ways, the prog-
nosis remains uncertain.

Which species will rebound,
and which have been pushed
beyond the brink? Has the oil
accelerated the die-off of
marshlands that protect one of
America’s great cities and
make this the second most-
productive U.S. fishing re-
gion? What effect will the BP
spill have on the future of
deep-sea drilling — at once
boon and bane — in the gulf?

And, of more immediate
concern to people along the
U.S. Gulf Coast, where will the
millions of as-yet uncollected,
unburned, unseen liters of oil
from the blown-out Deepwater
Horizon gusher end up?

Second-generation Pla-
quemines Parish resident
Sandy Reno isn’t sure she
wants to wait around to find
out the answers.

‘‘I’m ready to pack up and
leave,’’ said Reno, 43, whose
shrimper husband, like so
many others along this coast,
is now dependent on cleanup
work from the company held
responsible for the disaster.
‘‘When you’ve had enough,
you’ve had enough. I’ve had
enough already.’’

Just as the stumbling feder-
al response to Hurricane Ka-

trina five years ago exposed
not just chinks, but spider web
networks of fissures in the na-
tional armor, the failure to
prevent and then quickly stop
the spill has shaken many peo-
ple’s faith in American might.

‘‘We’re a superpower — the
United States,’’ New Orleans
chef and sometime fishing
guide Eric Schutzman said re-
cently as he took a break from
carving up a batch of black
drum and redfish caught in an
unclosed section of Black Bay.
‘‘We put a man on the moon.
You’d think we’d have enough
brilliant minds to get it all
cleaned up and get on with it.’’

Since the Deepwater Horizon
exploded on April 20 and sank
80 km off the tip of Louisiana,
killing 11 people, as much as 697
million liters of crude have
hemorrhaged into the gulf.

To get an idea of what Gulf
Coast residents might be fac-
ing, many have looked back to
the region’s last worst drilling
accident — the 1979 Ixtoc spill.
It took Pemex, Mexico’s state-
owned oil company, 10 months
to contain the spill. By then,
some 580 million liters of
crude had bled into the gulf.

Wes Tunnell, associate di-
rector of the Harte Research
Institute for Gulf of Mexico
Studies at Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi, is travel-
ing the region, looking for
traces of the spill and speak-
ing to people who lived
through it. His blog is plas-
tered with photos of red man-

grove roots clogged with thin,
weathered tar mats — possi-
bly from Ixtoc.

Tunnell and his colleagues
interviewed 74-year-old Jose
Chay, a longtime fisherman in
Celestun, Yucatan. Chay told
Tunnell that the spill forced lo-
cals to switch to jobs like salt
mining, crabbing in the lagoon
or making charcoal from the
region’s lush forests.

‘‘They did these things for
varying periods of time,’’ Tun-
nell wrote, noting that some
started back fishing in about
two years, but with poor re-
sults. ‘‘Others got back to fish-
ing in 4-5 years when things
seemed to be back to usual for
the fin fish, but not shellfish.’’

But, Chay told Tunnell, ‘‘it
permanently killed all of the
oysters and clams, the same
thing we heard in Isla Arenas
yesterday.’’

Large sections of the U.S.
Gulf Coast — which accounts
for 60 percent to 70 percent of
the oysters eaten in the U.S. —
have been closed to harvest-
ing. It remains to be seen what
effect the spill will have on the
fishery.

Some watermen have been
pulling up gape-shelled, dead
oysters. But that is likely a by-
product of the state’s efforts to
keep the oil out of inland wa-
ters by diverting thousands of
liters of fresh water into the
estuaries, said Mike Voisin, a
member of the Louisiana Oys-
ter Task Force.

A meeting is scheduled in

early August to determine the
next harvest season. But Vois-
in said it could be years before
the spill’s effects on the indus-
try will be known.

‘‘We always have three
crops of oysters on the bottom,
or three-year classes,’’ said
Voisin, owner of Motivatit
Seafoods in Houma. ‘‘So when
you’re thinking about mortali-
ty, you’re not just thinking
about this year’s harvest.
You’re thinking about 2010, ’11
and ’12’s harvest.’’

Oysters, shrimp and other
valuable commercial fisher-
ies depend on the continued
health of the marshlands that
nurse and nurture the species

upon which the industry rests.
Louisiana, home to 40 per-

cent of U.S. coastal wetlands,
has been losing 90 to 130 sq. km
of marsh a year for decades —
much of it from the ditching
and canal digging activities
connected to the oil industry.
In places where oil has intrud-
ed, marsh grasses have
turned brown and brittle, but
it is unclear yet how deep the
death goes.

When talking about the
marshes to laypeople, chemi-
cal oceanographer Thomas
Bianchi likes to use the analo-
gy of a giant tea bag.

‘‘When you put a tea bag in
water, the tea that you see are

organic compounds, that’s com-
ing from the tea leaves,’’ said
Bianchi, a professor at Texas
A&M University. ‘‘So you get
that kind of release from the
normal healthy marshes as they
grow and die.’’

With funding from the Na-
tional Science Foundation,
Bianchi is leading a team that
will soon gather thousands of
liters of water from Barataria
Bay.

Through a process called re-
verse osmosis/electrodialysis,
they will distill that down to
hundreds of milliliters. That
concentrate will be subjected
to nuclear magnetic reso-
nance spectroscopy and other

processes to determine wheth-
er the marsh is dying at the
roots, not just above the water
line, and how much of the pe-
troleum — and the 6.8 million
liters of chemical dispersants
dumped on it — has gotten into
the food chain.

Bianchi, who fled New Or-
leans and his job at Tulane Uni-
versity after losing his home to
Hurricane Katrina, said his
‘‘gut feeling’’ is that the marsh-
es have died below the water. If
that is the case, he’s concerned
that this die-off could have a
‘‘cascading effect.’’

‘‘It just makes the whole es-
tuary more vulnerable,’’ he
said.

Colombia independence day

Modern city: Located 2,600 meters above sea level, the capital Bogota is home to many international firms. EMBASSY OF COLOMBIA

Future shines bright on bicentennial
Patricia Cardenas
AMBASSADOR OF COLOMBIA

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the bicentennial of Co-
lombia’s Independence
Day, on behalf
of President Al-
varo Uribe and
the people of
Colombia, I ex-
tend our greet-
ings to Their
Imperial Maj-
esties the Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the Imperial Family,
Prime Minister Naoto Kan,
the members of the govern-
ment and the people of Japan.

To commemorate 200
years of independence is not
only an occasion to remem-
ber the emblematic history
that Colombia has had to go
through to be the prosperous
nation that it is nowadays but
an excellent moment to look
toward the future.

Over the past eight years
Colombia has undergone a
very positive transformation.
Those changes have not only
been perceived by Colombians
but by opinion leaders, the in-
ternational community and
relevant media around the
world.

Such an outstanding trans-
formation has been possible
due to the strong commitment
of President Uribe to regain
trust and confidence in Colom-
bia through the implementa-
tion of a very consistent secu-
rity policy. As a consequence
of the well-known improve-
ments in security indicators,
private investment has gotten
a new impulse and its solid
presence has made a positive
impact in the economic
growth of the country. Social
development has also been a
crucial element of the policy of
democratic security. Thus,
taxes have been focused on so-
cial investment, which has re-

sulted in the improved social
well-being of Colombians.

In other words, Colombia
has been able to start walking
over a new path of prosperity.

Such changes have also
been reported by relevant
publications. In March 2007,
The Economist did not hesi-
tate to call the advances in
terms of security as ‘‘The
Uribe Effect.’’ In September
2009, Newsweek labeled Uribe
as ‘‘a transformer,’’ referring
to him as one of the world lead-
ers that radically remade his
country. In April 2010, a spe-
cial edition of the Financial
Times dedicated to new in-
vestment opportunities in Co-
lombia described Uribe as
‘‘the Savior.’’ And just a few
weeks ago, The New York
Times recommended Colom-
bia as one of the ‘‘hot spots’’ for
2010.

What the international me-
dia and opinion leaders think
is strictly based upon facts.

Colombia, the fourth-largest
economy and third-largest
population in Latin America,
has been ranked by the World
Bank in the 2010 Doing Busi-
ness Report as the most busi-
ness-friendly country in Latin
America and the one that best
protects investors.

The strategic location of the
country, its stable democracy
and its liberalization policy,
make it an excellent place to
trade and a secure investment
destination. Colombia can
guarantee preferential access
to markets that extend to
more than 1.2 billion consum-
ers. Because of this, exports
have increased very rapidly in
the period 2002-2009, going
from almost $12 billion in 2002
to close to $33 billion in 2009.

It also enjoys an improved
business environment. Dur-
ing the past five years, the
Colombian economy grew by
4 percent each year. In 2009,
Colombia’s gross domestic

product (GDP) registered an
increase of 0.4 percent, a pos-
itive growth during the global
recession.

A favorable outlook toward
investments can be also
proved with facts: foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) in Co-
lombia has increased 237 per-
cent in the last seven years,
going from $2.134 million in
2002 to $7.201 million in 2009.

The vision the country has
for 2010 is to be negotiating 24
International Investment
Agreements with 39 countries
and 21 Double Taxation Agree-
ments with 22 countries.

Colombia, which has as one
of its best assets its human cap-
ital, is the Latin American
country with the highest labor
force growth rate, as well as an
important emphasis on cus-
tomer satisfaction. On the other
hand, Colombia has had the

second-largest availability of
skilled labor as well as one of
the most entrepreneurial man-
agers in the region, a fact that
has also attracted investments.

In the case of Japan, our re-
lation could not be in a more
dynamic state. Colombia and
Japan are in an advanced
stage of negotiation of a Bilat-
eral Investment Agreement
and have successfully started
a Double Taxation Agreement
negotiation.

Our governments have
agreed on the pertinence of
an Economic Partnership
Agreement negotiation in the
near future. All this has been
possible thanks to the trust
Japanese investors have in
Colombia and in the continu-
os interest of both nations to
enhance even more the bilat-
eral relations.

In the presidential elections

that were held on June 20, Co-
lombians voted for the continu-
ity and stability of the current
government by electing Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos.

President-elect Santos is
proposing not only to main-
tain but to take to a better
stage the security of the coun-
try by implementing a strate-
gy that will fight poverty and
will give more opportunities
to all Colombians.

Everything that has been
conquered by the current
government will not only be
continued but enhanced. The
country’s policies won’t un-
dermine the trust that the
world has already given to
Colombia.

In the context of the inter-
national year of biodiversi-
ty, Colombia is also proud to
celebrate its 200 hundred
years of independence by
making a tribute to its in-
credible natural treasures,
given the fact than 10 percent
of the world’s biodiversity is
in its territory.

The commemoration of the
bicentennial comes, then, with
an excellent momentum for a
diverse Colombia: The heri-
tage of a successful govern-
ment will mark the path for
the future one and we will keep
working with all our strength
in consolidating our ties with
Japan toward a brighter fu-
ture for both of our nations.

Biodiversity: Home to 1,721 registered bird species, Colombia
is one of the most biodiverse countries in the world.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


