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Happy landing: Capt. Brian Bews of the Canadian Air Force parachutes to safety as his CF-18
fighter plummets to the ground at Lethbridge County Airport on Friday. AP

Music festival stampede kills 19

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ple packed inside the wide tun-
nel and people struggling to
escape up an embankment
when the chaos broke out.

City officials chose not to
evacuate the site, fearing it
might spark more panic, and
many people continued party-
ing, unaware of the deaths.
Rescue workers carried away
the injured as techno thun-
dered in the background.

Other workers had trouble
getting to the victims, ham-
pered by the huge crowds. Lo-
cal media reported that the
cellular network in Duisburg

broke down temporarily and
frantic parents trying to reach
their children instead drove to
the scene to look for them.

However, most streets down-
town were blocked by police
and the highways leading to the
city were jammed. Several me-
dia outlets also reported that
rescue helicopters had prob-
lems taking away the heavily
injured because there was not
enough space for them to land.

It was the worst accident of
its kind since nine people were
crushed to death and 43 more
were injured at a rock festival
in Roskilde, Denmark, in 2000.

Love Parade survivors recall chaos
Duisburg Germany
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Huddled together in Duisburg’s
main train station, unable to
leave, Love Parade partygoers
still in shock Sunday were reliv-
ing the horror of the panic that
cost some 19 lives.

‘‘I saw dead people in the
tunnel, others alive but uncon-
scious on the ground. Others
were crying,’’ said Anneke
Kuypers, an 18-year-old from
New Zealand on a student ex-
change program in Belgium.

‘‘As I have lifeguard experi-
ence, I tried to help for a while.
People were suffering from
dehydration, some from drug
or alcohol overdoses. It was
crazy,’’ she said, as she hunted
for two lost friends.

Another festivalgoer, who
said he was from the western
German city of Wuppertal,
told reporters he was in the
tunnel leading to the show
ground where many were
killed in the stampede.

‘‘There were just too many
fences. Everywhere it was
just far too narrow. Several
girls collapsed because of the
heat,’’ the 28-year-old said.

Taggart Bowen-Gaddy, a
20-year-old American from
Philadelphia studying in the
French city of Metz, said there

were a few angry incidents as
people began to lash out in the
panic, but overall people tried
to save the lives of others.

For many survivors, panic
gave way to anger directed at
the authorities and the orga-
nizers, who kept the party go-
ing until late Saturday in a bid
to avoid a further crush.

One 31-year-old from Hano-
ver, who gave his name as
Lubbert, said: ‘‘What’s crazy
is that the party carried on.
That’s just not right. People
kept on dancing even though
they might have had friends

who had died. At the end, the
organizers even said, ‘Thank
you for a great day.’ ’’

Patrick Guenter, a 22-year-
old baker, also criticized the
organizers. ‘‘The organization
was very bad,’’ he said. ‘‘There
was nothing to drink apart
from alcohol and, although the
festival was full, they kept let-
ting people in.’’

‘‘It seems the organizers
didn’t plan the route,’’ Bowen-
Gaddy said. ‘‘The road was
very narrow. There was no
planning. No one knew what
was going on.’’

Jet crashes at Canadian air show
Lethbridge Alberta
AP

------------------------------------------

A Canadian Air Force jet
crashed and exploded in a ball
of flames Friday during a
training run for a weekend in-
ternational air show in Alber-
ta, but the pilot was able to
eject from the CF-18 Hornet
plane before it hit the ground.

The pilot, Capt. Brian Bews,

sustained a sore back and
scraped arms. He was treated
at a hospital and released.

‘‘All of a sudden you could
hear ‘pop, pop, pop,’ ’’ witness
Roland Booth told CTV News.
‘‘I saw sparks come out of the
one engine. The plane started
banking over to the side.
That’s when the pilot bailed
out with his parachute.’’

Another witness, Darren

Jansens, said the pilot was
just starting a high alpha pass
— ‘‘a high-angle pass, very low
speed, fairly close to the
ground’’ — before the acci-
dent. ‘‘The pilot . .  . was
dragged several hundred feet
unconscious along the
ground,’’ he added.

The military and the Depart-
ment of Transport immediately
launched an investigation.

Gravity of 2010 heat waves debated
Experts refuse
to link record
temperatures,
climate change

Marlowe Hood
Paris
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The first six months of 2010
brought a string of warmest-
ever global temperatures, but
connecting these dots to long-
term climate change patterns
remains frustratingly diffi-
cult, experts say.

Not only was last month the
hottest June ever recorded, it
was the fourth consecutive
month in which the standing re-
cord was topped, according to
the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). Indeed, 2010 has al-

ready surpassed 1998 for the
most record-breaking months
in a calendar year.

As a block, the January-to-
June period registered the
warmest combined global
land and ocean surface tem-
peratures since 1880, when re-
liable temperature readings
began, NOAA said.

Arctic ice cover — another
critical yardstick of global
warming — had also retreated
more than ever before by July
1, putting it on track to shrink
beyond its smallest area to
date, in 2007.

On the face of it, these num-
bers would seem to be alarm-
ing confirmation of climate
models that put Earth on a
path toward potentially cata-
strophic impacts.

Without steep cuts in green-
house gas emissions, the glob-
al thermometer could rise by 6
degrees Celsius compared to
preindustrial levels, making
large swathes of the planet un-

livable, the U.N.’s Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change has warned.

Voluntary national pledges
made after the Copenhagen
summit in December would like-
ly cap that increase at 3.5 de-
grees to 4 degrees, still far short
of the 2-degree limit that most
scientists agree is the threshold
for dangerous warming.

But making a direct link be-
tween year-on-year variations
in the weather and changes in
climate — best measured in
centuries — is simply not pos-
sible, scientists say.

‘‘When we are looking at the
scale of a season or a few
months, we can’t talk about
trends related to climate
change,’’ said Herve Le Treut,
head of France’s Laboratory of
Dynamical Meteorology. ‘‘The
problem is knowing whether
these numbers fit into a long-
term evolution, and that only
becomes apparent over at least
two or three decades.’’

For scientists, he said, it
would be like trying to figure
out which way the tide is mov-
ing by watching only a few
waves lapping at the shoreline.

A hotter-than-average 2010
is due at least in part to the in-
fluence of periodic El Ninos,
which disrupt weather pat-
terns in the equatorial Pacific,
Le Treut said.

‘‘We now know that the year
following an El Nino will be
globally unusually warm,’’
said Andrew Watson, a profes-
sor at the University of East
Anglia in Britain. ‘‘1998 was
such a year. It’s clear that 2010
will be very close to 1998 and
quite possibly it will beat it.’’

At the same time, the long-
term trend of warming is un-
mistakable, and at least one
figure from last month can be
said to add to the mounting ev-
idence that climate change is
firmly upon us.

June was the 304th consecu-
tive month with a global surface

temperature above the 20th-
century average, NOAA said.

The most recent month to
dip below that average was
February 1985, more than a
quarter century ago.

‘‘Taken in isolation these
figures say nothing about cli-
mate change,’’ said Barry
Gromett, spokesman for Brit-
ain’s national weather and cli-
mate center, the Met Office.

‘‘But if taken in the context
of 2000 to 2010 being the warm-
est decade on record, and this
set be another near-record or
record warm year, then this is
further evidence that the cli-
mate is warming,’’ he said.

The Met Office uses differ-
ent methods than NOAA to cal-
culate climate trends, and has
not yet calculated data for
June, he explained.

All of the 10 warmest aver-
age annual global tempera-
tures recorded since the end of
the 19th century have oc-
curred in the past 15 years.

H.E. President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf

Liberia independence day

Frantic escape: Festivalgoers climb a structure to escape
after panic broke out during the Love Parade in Duisburg,
western Germany, on Saturday. AFP-JIJI

Revitalization having success after years of civil war
David J. Saryee
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES OF LIBERIA

------------------------------------------

On July 26, Liberia will cele-
brate its 163rd independence
a n  n iversary.
The celebration
will take place
at a time when
the nation has
just achieved
t h e  H I P C
(Heavily In-
debted Poor
Countries) Completion Point
and is firmly on the path to
economic recovery and social
reconstruction. It will also
take place at a time when the
government of H.E. President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is en-
deavoring assiduously to en-
sure that the seven years of
peace and stability the coun-
try has attained continues to
be enjoyed by the Liberian
people.

The current state of affairs
resumed a little over four
years ago when H.E. Sirleaf
took the mantle of leadership
as the president of Liberia af-
ter 14 years of civil strife.

Liberia was founded in 1822
by freed Africans from the di-
aspora. It became the first in-
dependent country in sub-Sa-
haran Africa with a declara-
tion of independence on July
26, 1847. Liberia is a unitary
state with a republican form of
government.

Liberia is situated in West
Africa and occupies an area of
111,369 sq. km. It has a popula-
tion of 3,489,072 people. The

country is divided into 15 sub-
regions and has four seaports
located in Greenville, Sinoe
County; Harper, Maryland
County; Buchanan, Grand
Bassa County; and Monrovia,
the capital, which has the larg-
est seaport.

Liberia’s main exports in-
clude iron ore, rubber, timber,
diamonds, gold, coffee and co-
coa. In recent times, the pros-
pects for offshore oil have
been positive.

Liberia experienced its
darkest moments when rebels
invaded the country in 1989
and waged war on the Liberi-
an people for 14 years. With
the intervention of the Eco-
nomic Community of West Af-
rican States (ECOWAS) and
the larger international com-
munity under the auspices of
the United Nations, the civil
convulsion came to an end in
2003.

An election was held in 2005
and won by H.E. Sirleaf, the
first female to be democrati-
cally elected to such high of-
fice in Africa.

Following her inauguration
on Jan. 16, 2006, H.E. Presi-
dent Sirleaf embarked upon
the process of nation building.
For a country emerging from
a civil war that killed more
than 250,000 of its people, des-
troyed infrastructure and ba-
sic services such as water and
electricity, ruined both health
and educational institutions,
in addition to a heavy external
debt burden of more than $4
billion and a poor internation-

al image, the task was chal-
lenging. These challenges had
to be addressed notwithstand-
ing that they were mountain-
ous and overwhelming.

The government formulated
a policy to address the chal-
lenges, strategically based on
four pillars viz., peace and se-
curity, revitalization of eco-
nomic activity, rebuilding in-
frastructure and providing ba-
sic services, and strengthening
governance and the rule of law.

The government has
achieved a measure of success.
Liberia has been at peace for
the last seven years. This
achievement to a large extent is
a consequence of the vigilance
of the United Nations peace-
keeping efforts, the sacrificial
services of ECOWAS and other
friendly governments who con-
tinue to support the peace pro-
cess.

The long years of peace and

stability are also due to the gov-
ernment policies geared to-
ward reconciling and address-
ing the critical needs of the Li-
berian people. Accordingly, the
government encourages the Li-
berian people to bury the hatch-
et and learn to live together
again as a people with a com-
mon destiny.

The government also has not
only increased the salaries o f
civil servants but has ensured
that the salaries are paid on
time. It has also put in place a
free and compulsory primary
education program, and r e v i -
talized the education system.

Revitalization of economic
activity has had a tremendous
success. Liberia registered 7.8
percent growth in 2006 and 9.5
percent in 2007. The growth was
precipitated by incessant ex-
pansion in the service s e c t o r ,
mainly housing construction
and investment in mining, agri-
culture and the forestry sector.

However, gross domestic
product (GDP) declined to 7.1
percent in 2008. The expected
growth for 2009 was 5 percent.
The declining trend is due to
global economic conditions.
The effect of the global reces-
sion has mainly been felt in the
reduction of government reve-
nue, decline in exports, delayed
foreign investment and reduc-
tion in inflow of remittances.

Despite the global recession
Liberia has successfully im-
plemented the poverty reduc-
tion strategy and maintained
sound microeconomic poli-
cies. This required the formu-

lation of the right policies
aimed at attracting private in-
vestment, passing laws to gov-
ern the budget and ensuring
transparency. It also required
financial discipline by not bor-
rowing and spending only rev-
enues collected.

As a result of the financial
prudence exercised by the
government, and again, the
support provided by partners,
the country has been able to
achieve the HIPC Completion
Point and a comprehensive
debt reduction, which has
written off more than 90 per-
cent of the more than $4 billion
external debt inherited by the
government.

In regard to strengthening
governance and the rule of
law, the government has initi-
ated a series of institutional
reforms. These reforms in-
clude the law reform commis-
sion, land reform commission,
the anticorruption commis-
sion, whistle-blower protec-
tion, the functions and organi-
zational structures of govern-
ment ministries, public sector
reform strategy, etc.

The rule of law has been one
of the hallmarks of the govern-
ment, ensuring the indepen-
dence of the judiciary and also
press freedom as well as the
freedom of expression, which
for many years eluded the Li-
berian people.

Rehabilitating infrastruc-
ture has also been a govern-
ment priority. The govern-
ment has, therefore, in the last
couple of years engaged in the

rehabilitation of infrastruc-
ture with renewed vigor, re-
building physical and social
infrastructure including
roads, ports and telecommu-
nications, electricity genera-
tion, water, sanitation, educa-
tional and health facilities.

The cancellation of the ex-
ternal debt has therefore pro-
vided a critical impetus for the
government to focus more on
the reconstruction effort.

Liberia is a multiparty de-
mocracy with more than 10 po-
litical parties and a strong op-
position.

The government has
brought the issues of gender to
the fore, encouraging the par-
ticipation of women in the po-
litical process. An Interna-
tional Colloquium on Women’s
Empowerment was held in Li-
beria to empower women, and
the government is encourag-
ing the Liberian parliament to
enact legislation that will set a
threshold of 30 percent for
women’s representation and
participation in government.

When President Sirleaf took
office in 2006, Liberia was re-
ferred to as a ‘‘failed’’ or ‘‘pari-
ah’’ state. The country’s inter-
national image was severely
battered. Liberia’s relation-
ship to international institu-
tions suffered critically due to
nonpayment of its assessed
contributions.

In the African continental
organization, the African
Union, Liberia was under
sanctions because it had not
paid its dues for more than 10

years. The country could not
speak or vote at AU meetings
and Liberia’s citizens could
not be employed by the conti-
nental body.

Liberia’s diplomatic ser-
vice was in shambles.

A little over four years down
the road, the international im-
age of the country has im-
proved. Liberia now has a
voice at the AU and is making
meaningful contributions to

ECOWAS.
Liberia currently chairs the

Mano River Union, a bloc
comprising Guinea, Liberia,
Sierra Leone, and recently
joined by Cote d’Ivoire. The Li-
berian leader has been play-
ing a stabilizing role in the
West African subregion.

The diplomatic service has
been resuscitated and has re-
gained the respect and honor it
deserves.
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