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Chelsea Clinton

Fashionably late: Former President Bill Clinton leaves a restaurant in Rhinebeck, N.Y., on
Friday. Clinton made a long-anticipated appearance in the upstate New York village where his
daughter, Chelsea, is getting married Sunday, drawing crowds of onlookers as preparations
continued largely out of sight for the grand and secretive occasion. AP

Chelsea’s wedding only for the Clinton ‘Triple-A’ list
Invitation to ex-first daughter’s nuptials
becomes the hottest ticket in town

Manuel Roig-Franzia
Rhinebeck N.Y.
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

In the vast concentric circles
of Clintonian friendship, a new
vocabulary defines coolness.
The lingo doesn’t pivot on
name-dropping. But wedding-
dropping.

‘‘I’ll see you after The Wed-
ding’’ — spoken at stage-whis-
per levels — translates into
‘‘I’m so very, very tight with
the fam. Wink, wink.’’ Nary a
mention of Bill or Hill or Chel-
sea necessary.

Inclusion in the wedding
confers an intimacy, an extra-
special, next-generation
‘‘friend of the family’’ status
that stands alongside FOB
(Friend of Bill) or Hillaryland
bona fides — a family triangle
of triangulation. It is a kind of
closeness that no private-jet
sitdown, business collabora-
tion or political grip-and-grin,
no matter how exclusive, can
achieve.

They are not A-listers, this
‘‘see you after the wedding’’
crowd, but something beyond.

‘‘That’s the Triple-A list,’’
said John Catsimatidis, a bil-
lionaire New York supermar-
ket mogul whose chumminess
with the Clintons, and knack
for raising megabucks for
their campaigns, did not, alas,
merit an invitation. ‘‘They’ll
look at themselves as the
lucky ones.’’

The nuptials of Chelsea
Clinton and Marc Mezvinsky
are scheduled to take place
Saturday in all their secretive,
in-crowd glory at a secluded
mansion protected by a no-fly
zone and barricaded roads
outside the village of Rhine-
beck in the country-home par-
adise that is the mid-Hudson
Valley. Managing the guest
list, a scant 400 or 500 — a big
bash for life-size folks, a tiny
gathering for the JumboTron-
scaled Clintons — presented a
hyperdelicate challenge for
Madam Secretary, Mr. For-
mer President and their First
Daughter, family intimates
say.

The talking points that
evolved seem to honor and ele-
vate their only child, while
providing cover for parents
whose political and social
lives intertwine, sometimes:
The guests must have a per-
sonal connection to the bride
or the groom. This is Chelsea’s
day; not her famous parents’
day.

‘‘They respect her and what
she thinks. . . .  They want what
she wants,’’ said a family
friend who is attending the
wedding and agreed to speak
for a few moments only after a

series of cross-my-heart,
hope-to-die, stick-a-needle-in-
my-eye promises of anonymi-
ty. ‘‘They raised her to be her
own person — independent in
thought.’’

In some cases, intermediar-
ies communicated the mes-
sage to the dearly snubbed,
family friends say, and some-
times even the former presi-
dent himself lodged an I-feel-
your-pain call. Still there are
whispers of injured feelings
among the elites in Washing-
ton and New York who were
left out. Some feel compelled
to feel bad on behalf of others.
New York donor Victor Kov-
ner, not going? How could that
be?

The allure juicing the cele-
bration only intensifies be-
cause of the secrecy. Another
first daughter, Jenna Bush,
had her own fabulous nuptials
in 2008 when her dad was still
commander in chief. Jenna
took less of a wedding-as-
state-secret approach, shar-
ing dress details with Vogue
editors.

Divining the invitees to the
Clinton soiree is a Washington
parlor game of the most sta-
tus-clarifying kind, an exer-
cise in who is up, who is down
and who is on the bubble. Wed-
ding guests and nonguests
alike shudder at the thought of
the Clintons finding out any
hint that they have been gab-
bing. The clampdown is a tes-
tament to the loyalty the Clin-
tons inspire and the intensely
genuine affection many feel
for Chelsea, as well as an ac-
knowledgment, for some, that
banishment from the circle
would be the assumed punish-
ment.

‘‘I’d have to kill myself after
we talked, so I think I’ll pass,’’
one Washington pooh-bah and
logical invitee said.

A curious number of
sources asked about the guest
list simply respond ‘‘nope,’’ as
if working from a script. Even
normally talkative types oper-
ate in a cone of silence, polite-

ly ducking interview requests
through their assistants.
‘‘Thank you for thinking of
Mandy for this piece,’’ writes
an assistant to Mandy Grun-
wald, a typically chatty Clin-
ton spinmeister. ‘‘Unfortu-
nately she won’t be speaking
on this topic.’’

The left-out group is more
firmly established than the
let-in group. President Barack
Obama, whose victory nixed
the White House as a wedding
venue, won’t be going — even
said so on ‘‘The View’’ — nor
will former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, he of the

Special Relationship with Bill
Clinton, according to a spokes-
man. Al and Tipper Gore, now
in the throes of a separation,
issued a statement a while
back that they won’t be attend-
ing, without elucidating
whether they were invited.

Among those widely expect-
ed to be ‘‘in’’ are Hillary Clin-
ton’s brothers, Hugh and Tony
Rodham; whether Bill’s broth-
er, Roger — always entertain-
ing — will make the scene is a
favorite topic. The smart mon-
ey is on Tony Rodham’s
daughter, Fiona, as flower
girl. There will surely be plen-
ty of school and work friends
of the bride and groom, and
the whispering classes are
feeling awfully confident that

the guests will include Wash-
ington power broker Vernon
Jordan and his wife, Ann, as
well as Lady Lynn Forester de
Rothschild, a wealthy busi-
nesswoman and Clinton stal-
wart, and Elizabeth Bagley, a
former ambassador to Portu-
gal who navigates the upper
tiers of Georgetown society.

Heavy speculation also cen-
ters on former White House
chums, such as Melanne Ver-
veer, the U.S. ambassador-at-
large for women’s issues who
was once Hillary Clinton’s
chief of staff, as well as on Ca-
pricia Marshall, the current

White House chief of protocol
who is said to have grown
close to Chelsea while serving
as her mother’s social secre-
tary. Another widely expected
guest is Huma Abedin, the ele-
gant aide who is Hillary’s right
arm; she married New York’s
feisty Rep. Anthony Weiner in
a ceremony officiated by Bill
Clinton earlier this month.
Abedin is considered so tight
with the MOTB that one Clin-
ton friend quipped that two of
HRC’s daughters are getting
married this summer.

Hillary Clinton’s biological
bride-to-be maintained her
Garbo-esque reticence as her
big day approached. ‘‘What
she’s trying to do is minimize
the atmospherics that have

been created around this — all
the stuff around the edges,’’ a
wedding guest said. ‘‘The iro-
ny is that Chelsea is such a no-
fanfare person.’’

Chelsea — now a stylishly
flat-ironed and poised 30-year-
old, not the gawky, curly
haired teenager of our memo-
ries — demands privacy, offi-
cially. Then again, she opts for
a wedding extravaganza that
commands spotlight atten-
tion, rather than following the
au courant celebrity model of
the tiny wedding in a private
residence. To some, there is
an element of ‘‘don’t look at
me, look at me’’ to the whole
affair. She slips into a big flop-
py hat to conceal her identity,
but heads through the front
door to visit dressmaker Vera
Wang — an image captured
and splashed all over the Web.

‘‘The wedding seems as con-
flicted as the Clintons can
sometimes be,’’ said Doug
Wead, an aide to the first Pres-
ident Bush who has written ex-
tensively about first families.
‘‘She’s a private, dignified
woman; on the other hand,
she’s getting married two
hours from New York City.’’

The shabby-chic rhythms of
Rhinebeck resist the effects of
hype. Still, it is impossible to
avoid the wedding, especially
when Bill Clinton is popping
out of a vehicle in the middle of
town, shaking hands and sit-
ting down for lunch Friday af-
ternoon at a place called Gigi
Trattoria. Shop windows are
festooned with happy-couple
congrats — an image of Chel-
sea and Marc on a wedding

cake at Wing & Clover, an art
shop a few steps from Rhine-
beck’s only stoplight; two
doves kissing above a pencil
drawing of Chelsea, and a
streetside photo of Bill and
Hillary Clinton at Pete’s Fa-
mous Restaurant.

Before the former presi-
dent’s arrival packs the
streets, the hordes of report-
ers occupy themselves with
the ramblings of a couple
promenading one evening in
Bill and Hillary Clinton
masks. ‘‘I was just on ABC and
CBS, the Daily News and the
New York Post, all in the past
20 minutes,’’ Gary Kiernan
said after slipping out of his
Bill Clinton mask. In the lobby
of the Beekman Arms, tourists
interrupt tales of their canoe
trip to observe a cameraman
running past the window.

Not surprisingly, there is a
fair amount of grumbling
from villagers annoyed about
the invasion of cars, the hub-
bub, the road closings — there
always are in these situations,
regardless of the location. ‘‘I
wanted to make a sign that
said, ‘Royalty, go home!’ ’’
said Michael Tucker, a film-
maker, from the back porch of
his home on River Road, near
the wedding location.

No one expects the full royal
treatment, a Lady Di train or a
Cinderella carriage, for these
lavishly inconspicuous pro-
ceedings, but the rumors of
price tags in the several mil-
lions and the daughter of
George Soros hosting the for-
mer first family suggest a
swankified affair. The invita-
tions went out cryptically, re-
vealing only that the festivi-
ties would take place outside
New York on July 31. Guests
were asked to select from sev-
eral hotel price ranges, and a
travel agent made the reser-
vations, as well as handling
transportation arrangements,
one invitee explains. Just this
week, guests began getting in-
dividual phone calls firming
up the details. They will be
bused to the wedding site, As-
tor Courts, a beaux-arts man-
sion hidden by thick stands of
trees. The 4,000-meter spread,
with striking views of the Hud-
son River, was designed by re-
nowned architect Stanford
White to resemble the Grand
Trianon at Versailles, for John
Jacob Astor IV, an industrial-
ist who died in the sinking of
the Titanic.

The vista, with the black-tie
occasion expected sometime
around sunset, is certain to be
spectacular. But there will be
much more than nature’s
magnificence on display.
Once the guests arrive, they
will know — most for the first
time — just who is really in
and just who is really out. And,
surely, they will remember.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Florida church plans Quran burning
Miami AFP-JIJI

A Florida church said it plans to publicly burn copies of the
Quran on the ninth anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
prompting threats from Islamic groups and warnings the move
will trigger a rise in hate crimes.

The Dove World Outreach Center of Gainesville, Fla., said on
its Facebook page it will hold an ‘‘International Burn a Quran
Day’’ on Sept. 11, asking other religious groups to join in
standing ‘‘against the evil of Islam. Islam is of the devil!’’

‘‘Islam and Shariah law was responsible for 9/11,’’ pastor
Terry Jones said. ‘‘We will burn Qurans because we think it’s
time for Christians, for churches, for politicians to stand up and
say no; Islam and Shariah law is not welcome in the U.S.’’

Since the announcement, the church’s Facebook site is rife
with threatening messages and corresponding anti-Islam rants.

Besides the Quran-burning ceremony, the Dove World
Outreach Center also plans an antihomosexual event outside
Gainesville’s City Hall on Monday. The ‘‘No Homo Mayor
Protest’’ targets the city’s first openly gay mayor, Craig Lowe.

Man jailed for assault with vomit
Philadelphia AP

A 21-year-old New Jersey man was sentenced to jail Friday for
vomiting on another spectator and his 11-year-old daughter in
the stands at a Philadelphia Phillies Major League baseball
game. Matthew Clemmens pleaded guilty in May to charges of
assault, harassment and disorderly conduct and was sentenced
to one to three months in jail, two years of probation and 50 hours
of community service.

Clemmens admitted he stuck his fingers down his throat and
vomited on Michael Vangelo, an off-duty Easton police captain,
and one of Vangelo’s daughters at a Phillies-Washington
Nationals game on April 14 at Citizens Bank Park.

Clemmens and his friend were spilling beer, cursing and
heckling Vangelo and his daughters from the time they arrived
at their seats. The police captain’s 15-year-old daughter asked
the pair to stop the profanity, and Vangelo complained to
security that Clemmens’ friend was spitting, with some of it
hitting his younger daughter.

After the friend was ejected, Clemmens was sitting alone
behind the Vangelos when he answered his cell phone and said:
‘‘I need to do what I need to do. I’m going to get sick,’’ the
prosecutor said. Clemmens then put his fingers down his throat
and threw up on the father, with some vomit splashing onto
Vangelo’s younger daughter.

Boy, 4, kills 3-year-old with handgun
Indianapolis AP

A 4-year-old Indianapolis boy picked up a gun left lying on a
kitchen table and fired a shot that killed the 3-year-old daughter
of his father’s girlfriend, police said Friday. After finding the
gun, the boy pointed the loaded .45-caliber handgun at Aunesti
Lee Allen’s head before firing, Lt. Jeff Duhamell of the
Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department said.

Police said the girl’s mother, Fiona C. Lee, 26, was home at
the time of the shooting Thursday. She was arrested on charges
of child neglect and drug charges after officers found cocaine
and marijuana in the home.

Duhamell said the 4-year-old boy was the son of Lee’s live-in
boyfriend, and relatives said the two had been in a relationship
for about a year. He said it was not clear who the gun belonged
to. The boyfriend has a record for a handgun offense and cocaine
charge.

Gas blast razes building, kills man
Los Angeles AP

A deadly gas explosion obliterated an industrial building with
such violent force Friday that a worker was hurled into the
street, car windows were shattered and a survivor had his hair
singed in the inferno. One man died and another was critically
injured in the blast, which blew one man across the street with
severe burns. Another man died as he tried to move his truck
away from the building and was jolted by a 34,500-volt power line
that fell on the vehicle.

The natural gas supply had been disconnected Thursday
because the business was behind on its payments. To keep the
gas flowing, someone had rerouted a pipe around the meter and
a regulator designed to reduce gas pressure to safe levels. The
business, J.L. Spray, had four employees and made metal
security fences, doors, windows and gates.

Oregon closes
sex charge case
against Gore
Portland Ore.
AP

-----------------------------------

Former Vice President Al
Gore was cleared Friday of
allegations he groped and
assaulted a masseuse in a
Portland hotel room in 2006.

After a four-week
investigation that included
interviews with Gore,
masseuse Molly Hagerty,
her acquaintances and hotel
staff, as well as testing a pair
of stained pants belonging to
Hagerty, Multnomah County
District Attorney Michael
Schrunk said Friday there
was no basis for
prosecution.

In a memo to Schrunk
released with the decision,
Senior Deputy District
Attorney Don Rees cited
‘‘contradictory evidence,
conflicting witness
statements, credibility
issues, lack of forensic
evidence and denials by Mr.
Gore.’’

Rees also said Hagerty
and her attorneys were
uncooperative, witnesses
could not remember
anything unusual, Hagerty
failed a polygraph
examination and she would
not say whether she was
paid by the tabloid National
Enquirer for her story.

Argentines wed under historic gay marriage law

Buenos Aires
AP

------------------------------------------

After a 27-year courtship, two
men on Friday became the
first gay couple to wed under
Argentina’s same-sex mar-
riage law — the first of its kind
for a Latin American nation.

Jose Luis Navarro, 54, and
Miguel Angel Calefato, 65, tied
the knot in provincial Santiago
del Estero in an early morning
ceremony where a civil regis-
try official used a pen to cross
out ‘‘man and woman’’ on the
marriage license and wrote in
‘‘contracting parties.’’

‘‘Respect has prevailed
over prejudice,’’ said Navar-
ro, an architect. He said he
met his new husband, now a
retired office worker, while
vacationing at a beach resort
nearly three decades ago, and
‘‘there was chemistry from the
first moment.’’

Argentina became the first
country in Latin America to
permit gay marriage after
President Cristina Fernandez
signed the law July 21.

The legislation was passed
by both houses of Congress de-
spite fierce opposition from
the Roman Catholic Church.

The law declares that wed-
ded homosexual couples have
all the same legal rights and
responsibilities as heterosexu-
al marriages, including the
right to inheritance and to
jointly adopt children.

Elsewhere in Latin Ameri-
ca, gay marriage is allowed in
Mexico City. Same-sex civil
unions granting some rights
are legal in Uruguay and in
some states in Mexico and Bra-
zil. Colombia’s Constitutional
Court has granted same-sex
couples inheritance rights and
allowed them to add their part-
ners to health insurance plans.

Switzerland national day

Divining the invitees to the Clinton soiree is a
Washington parlor game of the most
status-clarifying kind, an exercise in who is up,
who is down and who is on the bubble.

Takes two to tango: Ernesto Rodriguez Larrese (center right) and Alejandro Vanelli are
showered with rice after getting married in Buenos Aires on Friday. AP

Landlocked nation relies on innovative people
Marianne Gramm
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF SWITZERLAND

------------------------------------------

I very much welcome the op-
portunity to address the read-
ers of The Japan Times on the
occasion of
Swiss National
Day. This spe-
cial day com-
memorates the
foundation of
the Swiss Con-
federation in
1291.

Tradition has it that during
the first days of August of that
year representatives from the
mountainous cantons of Uri,
Schwyz and Unterwalden met
o  n a meadow on the shores of
lake Lucerne to swear a solemn
oath of allegiance. The Federal
Charter that followed codified
the alliance of mutual aid and
support in order to protect their
traditional rights, above all
self-determination, against the
then powerful Habsburg Em-
pire. It took, however, some
further 500 years before the
Swiss Confederation, more o r
less as we know it today, came
into existence in 1848.

In Japan, Switzerland is
known for the beauty of its
mountains, its landscapes and
nature. Heidi, cows, chocolate

and watches are considered
typically Swiss products. While
all of this is true, it only covers a
fraction of today’s reality. As a
small, landlocked country, with
few natural resources, Switzer-
land relies on the ingenuity and
resourcefulness of its people to
create, maintain and further its
level of well-being.

From an early start, Swit-
zerland has focused its energy
on education, research and
technology. Particularly in
the past decade, outlays for
research and development by
the government, universities
and private institutions have
increased to slightly over 3
percent of gross domestic
product (GDP), putting Swit-
zerland in the international
top league in that respect. The
lion’s share of Swiss research
and development is borne by
private companies and part-
nerships between companies
and universities. In the Euro-
pean context, Switzerland is
the most innovative country
and has shown the strongest
innovation growth during the
past year (European Innova-
tion Scoreboard/EIS, 2009).

The government of Switzer-
land has set a strong emphasis
on facilitating and broadening
scientific cooperation be-

tween Swiss research institu-
tions and individuals and their
counterparts abroad. Japan,
one of the leading nations in
research and development,
was identified as an ideal part-
ner from the outset. A bilater-
al agreement on science and
technology was concluded be-
tween the governments of
Switzerland and Japan some
three years ago. Its objective
is to provide a framework for
the promotion and enhance-
ment of bilateral scientific co-
operation. The launch, in 2008,
of the Swiss-Japanese Cooper-
ative Program on Medical Re-
search is just one of the exam-
ples that highlights the posi-
tive development of the
bilateral scientific relations
since. The program is man-
aged on the Swiss side by the
Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology Zurich (ETH) and
the Japan Science and Tech-
nology Agency (JST) on the
Japanese side. Another bench-
mark of the quality of the bi-
lateral scientific links is the
number of joint publications
that has increased substan-
tially to reach about 600 annu-
ally. The many agreements
between universities from
Switzerland and Japan con-
cluded in the past years are

further proof of the excellent
cooperation between the high-
er education institutions in the
two countries.

Scientific cooperation, how-
ever, is not the only link be-
tween institutions of higher
learning in Switzerland and Ja-
pan: It is only a few months ago
that a brand-new annex to the
Ecole Polytechnique Federale
de Lausanne (EPFL), which
was designed by the Japanese
architects Kazuyo Sejima and
Ryue Nishizawa, recent win-
ners of the prestigious Pritzker
Prize, was inaugurated.

The ties between Switzer-
land and Japan, long-standing
and excellent as they are, nat-
urally reach far beyond the
scientific domain. The recent
highlight of the economic and
trade relations was the entry
into force of the Free Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement in September, pro-
viding additional opportuni-
ties for economic agents in
both countries.

Last, but by no means least,
very recently the political ties
have been strengthened by the
establishment of a framework
for intensified cooperation be-
tween the Ministries of For-
eign Affairs of Switzerland
and Japan.
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