
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 8/6/20010 PAGE: 6 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 19:52:38

8/6/1910 / / PT JTE/PG 6/ED 1

6 THE JAPAN TIMES FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2010 (3)

world

Border tensions: Women mourn a Lebanese soldier during his funeral procession Wednesday
in the southern village of Darb el-Sim. AP

Clash over tree on border reflects Israel-Lebanon tension
Unease grows
as felling row
shatters four
years of calm

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Mark Lavie
Jerusalem
AP

------------------------------------------

It took no more than cutting
down a tree to shatter four
years of calm on the Israel-
Lebanon border.

With Israel uneasy about
the growing arsenal of Hezbol-
lah, the real power in the Leb-
anese border area and Leba-
non influenced by the Iranian-
backed group’s clout, the clash
that left four dead showed how
a small spark could ignite an-
other war.

On Wednesday, all sides ap-
peared to be trying to restore
calm, but the key was clearly
in the hands of Hezbollah.

Had it entered the fray with
a rocket attack on Israel’s
north, Israel would likely have
retaliated, and another round
of Mideast violence would
have been under way — fol-
lowing the pattern of the

monthlong conflict in 2006,
when Hezbollah fired almost
4,000 rockets as Israel’s mili-
tary bombed strategic targets
all over Lebanon and swept
through the border area.

Instead, Hezbollah sufficed
with threats against Israel,
and after nightfall Wednes-
day, representatives of the Is-
raeli and Lebanese armies
met with U.N. peacekeepers.

In a statement afterward,
peace force commander Maj.
Gen. Alberto Asarta Cuevas
said he called for restraint
from all sides and avoidance
of ‘‘any action that could serve
to heighten tensions.’’

He said UNIFIL was still in-
vestigating the clash, but pre-
liminary findings were pre-
sented at the meeting. The
statement gave no details.

The monthly meeting was
brought forward to defuse the
crisis, UNIFIL officials said.

The clash started after an
Israeli soldier on a crane dan-
gled over a fence near the bor-
der early Tuesday to trim a
tree that could provide cover
for infiltrators.

The Israelis said they clear
such underbrush at least once
a week and coordinate their
actions with UNIFIL, the
peacekeeping force that has
been in the area for more than
30 years.

This time the tree trimming
was followed by gunfire from
the Lebanese Army, appar-
ently aimed not at the soldier
hanging over the fence, but at

a base some distance away,
where a senior officer was
killed by a shot to the head. An-
other officer was wounded. Is-
rael responded with gunfire

and shelling, killing two Leba-
nese soldiers and a journalist.

On Wednesday the U.N.
ruled that the tree, while
across the fence, was inside Is-

raeli territory. The U.N. drew
the border line in 2000 after Is-
rael withdrew its forces from
southern Lebanon after an 18-
year occupation that followed
its invasion in 1982 to fight Pal-
estinian forces and try to in-
stall a pro-Israel government
in Beirut.

‘‘UNIFIL established . . .
that the trees being cut by the
Israeli Army are located south
of the Blue Line (border) on
the Israeli side,’’ said force
spokesman Lt. Naresh Bhatt.

In Washington, State De-
partment spokesman P.J.
Crowley said the U.N. finding
was conclusive. ‘‘The firing by
Lebanese armed forces was
totally unjustified and unwar-
ranted,’’ he said, while calling
on both sides to show re-
straint.

Even so, Lebanon still con-
siders the tree-trimming a
provocation, saying its sol-
diers fired warning shots af-
ter the Israelis ignored re-
quests from UNIFIL to stop
cutting the tree, and Israel
retaliated.

Information Minister Tarek
Mitri said Lebanon respects
the border but still contests
part of it, insisting that the
fateful cypress tree, while on
the Israeli side of the border,
‘‘is Lebanese territory.’’

Israel was having none of

that, charging that the attack
was unprovoked aggression.
In a televised statement
Wednesday evening, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu talked tough.

Israel will retaliate for ev-
ery attack, he said. ‘‘Don’t test
our determination to protect
the citizens of Israel and its
soldiers.’’

Despite that, neither side ap-
peared interested in fanning
the flames, and this time, Hez-
bollah stayed on the sidelines.
The guerrilla group sprang out
of resistance to the Israeli occu-
pation in the mid-1980s and
morphed into a political force in
Lebanon, holding a key position
in the government while virtu-
ally controlling its border
stronghold.

Hezbollah has long been
considered mainly as Iran’s
militant arm in Lebanon run-
ning its own state-within-a-
state. The group remains
fiercely anti-Israel and is
highly unlikely to give up its
extensive arsenal of rockets
and other weapons.

But Hezbollah seems con-
cerned these days with its po-
sition at home, trying to show
it can work with Lebanon’s
many other factions.

While Lebanon’s leaders
have to contend with Hezbol-
lah as a political force, Israel

considers it a military threat.
In recent weeks Israel’s

military has charged that Hez-
bollah has 40,000 rockets
aimed at Israel, including
Scud rockets that could hit Is-
rael’s main population cen-
ters. The conventional wis-
dom in Israel is that another
war with Hezbollah is inevita-
ble.

Peter Harling, a Syria-
based Mideast analyst with
the International Crisis
Group, said Wednesday that
Hezbollah’s enhanced political
status could rein in its desire
to hit back at Israel.

‘‘Hezbollah is keen for now to
avoid an escalation, knowing
how tough an all-out confronta-
tion could be to the movement
and Lebanon, and more broad-
ly to the region,’’ he said. Even
so, a report his group issued
this week said tensions are
mounting in the region ‘‘with no
obvious safety valve.’’

On Israel’s border with Leb-
anon on Wednesday, apple
farmer Adi Amitai said he of-
ten waves to the Lebanese sol-
diers in clear view from his or-
chard, and they wave back. He
said Israel ordered farmers to
stay home Wednesday.

When he goes back to his ap-
ple trees on Thursday, he told
Israel Radio, ‘‘I’ll still wave,
but with suspicion.’’

Hot and cool: The Cascadas del Rio Cuevas, 120 km away from Santa Cruz, Bolivia’s largest
city, entices visitors to enjoy sunbathing on the rocks after a refreshing venture to its many
waterfalls. EMBASSY OF BOLIVIA

Bolivia independence day

The time has come for the Bolivian people
Carlos Gironda
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF BOLIVIA

------------------------------------------

‘‘The history of Bolivia is diffi-
cult to understand without Evo
Morales. With his coming to
power, it is pos-
sible to under-
stand how this
Andean country
is today the de-
mocracy that it
is and how it has
fought for a wor-
thier and less
unjust life for all,’’ said Bolivian
journalist Mauricio Carrasco.

Bolivia is in the midst of a
transcendental time in Latin
American history. Located in
the heart of South America, Bo-
livia on Aug. 6 will have seen 185
years of independent life a  s a
plurinational state.

Developed from the revolu-
tion impelled by Simon Bolivar,
Antonio Jose de Sucre and other
great American heroes, this
new state now controlled by
President Evo Morales buries
the old colonial system.

All the revolts that happened
during the 19th century in Bo-
livia had a special character
because in them the indigenous
Creoles and mestizos were unit-
ed in revolution.

With the reforms introduced
by Morales that began when he
took office Jan. 22, 2006, shortly
after winning the presidential
election with 53.7 percent of the
votes of Bolivians, the govern-
ment incorporated the rights of
the indigenous majority, which
had been marginalized from
the republican life.

After more than 500 years in
the Abya Yala, as South Ameri-
ca was known before being re-
named by the colonial conquer-
ors, and after two centuries
have elapsed since Latin Amer-
ican independence was pro-
claimed, the Bolivian natives
are for the first time part of the
decisions of the organized civil
society.

The administration of Evo
Morales, the first indigenous
president in Bolivian history, is
marked by the recovery of the
state companies, the national-
ization of hydrocarbons and the
call to the Constituent Assem-
bly that brought itself a new po-
litical state, an already effec-
tive constitution, and the
yearned for re-representation
of the country.

Nevertheless, the redistribu-
tion of the land and wealth ob-
tained by the operation of hy-
drocarbons has been a source of
political and social tension pro-
moted by opposition sectors.

In spite of this, with the gains
from the operation of n a t u r a l
resources in a sustainable way,
pregnant women receive 1,800

Bolivianos whereas the elderly
annually receive 2,400 Bolivia-
nos live a more dignified life.

The country was declared
free of illiteracy and the high
rates of school desertion were
reduced remarkably since the
policy was applied to grant an
economic subsidy to parents of
children who attend elementa-
ry school from first grade to
eighth grade.

A recent study indicated that
between the 60 percent and 70
percent of the population has
received additional money by
way of these three grants.

The National Plan of Devel-
opment is based on four fun-
damental pillars: creating a
worthy Bolivia, a sovereign
Bolivia, a productive and
democratic Bolivia, and a Bo-
livia to live well. Social strate-
gies to live well as the ones ap-
plied by Morales have been
achieved in Latin America on-
ly through social revolutions.

To Live Well
‘‘To Live Well’’ — ‘‘tamanah’’
in Aymara, in Quechua ’’su-
maj kausay,’’ in Guarani
‘‘fiande reko’’ (harmonious
life) — is a concept contained
in the constitution.

The reduction in the levels of
poverty in just about five years
of the Morales administration,
economic experts of the Ande-
an region think, is the result of
the implementation of highly
inclusive public policies.

Although 2008 was a year of
great political and social ten-
sion due to the promoters of ille-
gal autonomic consultations,
Bolivians endorsed the govern-
ment in the ballots with 67.4
percent of the votes in the recall
referendum.

‘‘The commitment of Bolivi-
ans to the process of change
morally forces us politically to
continue working for the demo-
cratic and cultural revolution,
and for a mother country with
equality and social justice,’’
President Morales stated at
that time.

Since the beginning of his ad-
ministration, the social profits
of the government are so evi-
dent that they have been re-
sponsible for Bolivians’ histori-
cal decision to recognize in sev-
eral private surveys that Evo,
as Morales is affectionately
called, has been the best Bolivi-
an president in the history of
the country.

Morales’ government has
taken important steps in the
creation of the minimum condi-
tions necessary to turn the
great mineral wealth and pow-
er of the country to spur on agri-
culture, industries, science and
the technologies.

There are indeed many ad-

vances in education and the
health of the population, and
the new, contemplated, norma-
tive body in the political consti-
tution of the state, the indis-
pensable components for the
new Bolivia that designed the
government next to the social
movements, armed forces and
enterprise sectors.

Such policies implied diverse
directed strategies to distribute
more suitably the wealth of Bo-
livia and to reduce its poverty,
which constitutes the most im-
pressive profit of the process
initiated in January 2006, which
also is supported in the profits
reached in free public health —
to that is added the free, special
services to the thousands of
handicapped that will be taken
care of by a mission supported
by countries of the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Towns of Our
America.

Democracy in Bolivia has
experienced important chang-
es in the last few years. It has
gone from a democracy that
could be legal, but not legiti-
mate, to a participative democ-
racy in which the citizens have
the possibility of defining social
and economic policies with
their vote through referendums
of recent constitutional use.

Bolivia initiated the process
of autonomies recently thanks
to the indigenous towns that
fought for independence, the
democracy and the defense of
the natural resources.

Therefore, Morales always
highlights the fight undertaken
by indigenous heroes such as
Tupac Katari and Bartolina
Sisa before the foundation of
Bolivia, and by other leaders
and intellectuals who promoted
the beginning of administra-
tions that respected the social
equality and the rights of all the
citizens.

‘‘Today we have come from a
colonial state to autonomic plu-
rinational state in which the
rights of all citizens and social
justice must be respected,’’ af-
firmed Morales.

Morales said that the begin-
ning of the autonomic adminis-
tration constituted a ‘‘historical
and singular event for the pre-

sent generation and for the new
generations that will mark the
social, economic and political
developments.’’

‘‘In this legal and political
framework, the authorities o f
the central government and the
regional governments are
forced to work in the service of
the people, especially of the un-
derserved,’’ he emphasized.

Morales added his conviction
that ‘‘together, it is possible to
take care of the people’s de-
mands that they have accumu-
lated from the past.’’

Unique in the world
But Bolivia is not only a politi-
cal entity. With its 36 nationali-
ties, different cultures and lan-
guages, its valleys, forests and
highlands, it is unique in the
world.

Though much of the world
believes Bolivia is a country of
highlands, on the contrary, it is
essentially Amazonian. Sixty-
five percent of the national ter-
ritory, from the north to the
south, is influenced by the river
basin of the Amazon and belong
to the lowland zone.

This is a region where there
is a vast biodiversity in the for-
est, rivers and lakes that turns
it natural heritage of the world.

A great part of the carbon cy-
cle that is crucial for the ecolo-
gy of the planet and the climate
takes place in the Amazon,
which spans nine countries in
South America, a reason why it
is also known as ‘‘the Earth’s
lungs.’’

The Bolivian Amazon is well
reputed for its decisive contri-
butions to improving the pre-
carious environmental balance
of the planet, which, due to the
meteorological disorder
caused by global warming,
may collapse.

In the last decade, the coun-
try has become a worldwide
leader in the promotion of the
sustainable handling of the for-
est, certifying the wood that has
been obtained from affluent
managed forests.

In the west of the country, the
hills with their white caps, their
mythical forms touching their
peaks against the clean Andean

skies constitute a unique spec-
tacle in the world.

The original communities,
suspended in time in culture
and tradition, are an endless
source of history and legend.

Nevertheless, Bolivia, like
other nations of the world, is a
victim of climate change.

The effects of climate
change are much talked about:
global warming, melting of ice
caps, floods and droughts.
What is usually avoided is es-
tablishing the origin of such
phenomena.

Evo Morales is convinced
that all this is born from the
‘‘wrongly named’’ globaliza-
tion — or selective globaliza-
tion — that does not respect
the plurality or the differenc-
es between the towns and
capitalism.

For Morales, capitalism
takes in itself an exaggerated
and endless thirst for indus-
trialization.

Deforestation, for example,
is a consequence of industrial-
ization and is a threat to the fu-
ture of the Bolivian Amazon,
where already there are a
great amount of trees and
plants in danger of extinction.

‘‘And when we organized our-
selves next to the social move-
ments to protest, to condemn
development policies that do
not solve our problems of pov-
erty and marginalization, they
demonized us, they accused us,

they threatened us with armed
interventions. . .  . Our voice to
protest, our necessary right,
that are calling for, really, how
to save life, how to save human-
ity,’’ was the opinion of the chief
executive.

Evo Morales has indicated
in international public
speeches that the presidents of
the world have the responsibil-
ity to think about the value of
life, humanity, how to save
planet Earth.

In this tactical mission, for
Morales, it is important to

change economic models that
exploit man and destroy natu-
ral resources, and to eradicate
capitalism.

‘‘And it is that in many na-
tions of the world a wind of
change blows that goes and
comes crying out for justice
and new opportunities from
survival and development,’’
Morales said.

As in 1825, from north to
south in that indigenous,
brown, racially mixed and
Creole Bolivia, today also,
with those same protagonists,

times of change in the country
blow.

A current of patriotism 185
years ago forge the indepen-
dence from the Spanish
crown, forced a change to the
unjust, exclusive and oppres-
sive colonial system.

Today, the turn of the peo-
ple has arrived in Bolivia.
-------------------------------

With information provided by the
General Communication Bureau,
Ministry of the Presidency of
Bolivia.
---------------------------------------
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