Bolivia Independence day

The time has come for the Bolivian people

Carlos Gironda
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“The history of Bolivia is diffi-
cult to understand without Evo
Morales. With his coming to
power, it is pos-

sible to under-

stand how this

Andean country

is today the de-

mocracy that it

is and how it has

fought for a wor-

thier and less

unjust life for all,” said Bolivian
journalist Mauricio Carrasco.

Bolivia is in the midst of a
transcendental time in Latin
American history. Located in
the heart of South America, Bo-
livia on Aug. 6 will have seen 185
years of independent life as a
plurinational state.

Developed from the revolu-
tion impelled by Simon Bolivar,
Antonio Jose de Sucre and other
great American heroes, this
new state now controlled by
President Evo Morales buries
the old colonial system.

All the revolts that happened
during the 19th century in Bo-
livia had a special character
because in them the indigenous
Creoles and mestizos were unit-
ed in revolution.

With the reforms introduced
by Morales that began when he
took office Jan. 22, 2006, shortly
after winning the presidential
election with 53.7 percent of the
votes of Bolivians, the govern-
ment incorporated the rights of
the indigenous majority, which
had been marginalized from
the republican life.

After more than 500 years in
the Abya Yala, as South Ameri-
ca was known before being re-
named by the colonial conquer-
ors, and after two centuries
have elapsed since Latin Amer-
ican independence was pro-
claimed, the Bolivian natives
are for the first time part of the
decisions of the organized civil
society.

The administration of Evo
Morales, the first indigenous
president in Bolivian history, is
marked by the recovery of the
state companies, the national-
ization of hydrocarbons and the
call to the Constituent Assem-
bly that brought itself a new po-
litical state, an already effec-
tive constitution, and the
yearned for re-representation
of the country.

Nevertheless, the redistribu-
tion of the land and wealth ob-
tained by the operation of hy-
drocarbons has been a source of
political and social tension pro-
moted by opposition sectors.

In spite of this, with the gains
from the operation of natural
resources in a sustainable way,
pregnant women receive 1,800

Bolivianos whereas the elderly
annually receive 2,400 Bolivia-
nos live a more dignified life.

The country was declared
free of illiteracy and the high
rates of school desertion were
reduced remarkably since the
policy was applied to grant an
economic subsidy to parents of
children who attend elementa-
ry school from first grade to
eighth grade.

A recent study indicated that
between the 60 percent and 70
percent of the population has
received additional money by
way of these three grants.

The National Plan of Devel-
opment is based on four fun-
damental pillars: creating a
worthy Bolivia, a sovereign
Bolivia, a productive and
democratic Bolivia, and a Bo-
livia tolive well. Social strate-
gies to live well as the ones ap-
plied by Morales have been
achieved in Latin America on-
ly through social revolutions.

ToLive Well

“To Live Well” — “tamanah”
in Aymara, in Quechua ”su-
maj kausay,” in Guarani
“fiande reko” (harmonious
life) —is a concept contained
in the constitution.

The reduction in the levels of
poverty in just about five years
of the Morales administration,
economic experts of the Ande-
an region think, is the result of
the implementation of highly
inclusive public policies.

Although 2008 was a year of
great political and social ten-
sion due to the promoters of ille-
gal autonomic consultations,
Bolivians endorsed the govern-
ment in the ballots with 67.4
percent of the votes in the recall
referendum.

“The commitment of Bolivi-
ans to the process of change
morally forces us politically to
continue working for the demo-
cratic and cultural revolution,
and for a mother country with
equality and social justice,”
President Morales stated at
that time.

Since the beginning of his ad-
ministration, the social profits
of the government are so evi-
dent that they have been re-
sponsible for Bolivians’ histori-
cal decision to recognize in sev-
eral private surveys that Evo,
as Morales is affectionately
called, has been the best Bolivi-
an president in the history of
the country.

Morales’ government has
taken important steps in the
creation of the minimum condi-
tions necessary to turn the
great mineral wealth and pow-
er of the country to spur on agri-
culture, industries, science and
the technologies.

There are indeed many ad-

vances in education and the
health of the population, and
the new, contemplated, norma-
tive body in the political consti-
tution of the state, the indis-
pensable components for the
new Bolivia that designed the
government next to the social
movements, armed forces and
enterprise sectors.

Such policies implied diverse
directed strategies to distribute
more suitably the wealth of Bo-
livia and to reduce its poverty,
which constitutes the most im-
pressive profit of the process
initiated in January 2006, which
also is supported in the profits
reached in free public health —
to that is added the free, special
services to the thousands of
handicapped that will be taken
care of by a mission supported
by countries of the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Towns of Our
America.

Democracy in Bolivia has
experienced important chang-
es in the last few years. It has
gone from a democracy that
could be legal, but not legiti-
mate, to a participative democ-
racy in which the citizens have
the possibility of defining social
and economic policies with
their vote through referendums
of recent constitutional use.

Bolivia initiated the process
of autonomies recently thanks
to the indigenous towns that
fought for independence, the
democracy and the defense of
the natural resources.

Therefore, Morales always
highlights the fight undertaken
by indigenous heroes such as
Tupac Katari and Bartolina
Sisa before the foundation of
Bolivia, and by other leaders
and intellectuals who promoted
the beginning of administra-
tions that respected the social
equality and the rights of all the
citizens.

“Today we have come from a
colonial state to autonomic plu-
rinational state in which the
rights of all citizens and social
justice must be respected,” af-
firmed Morales.

Morales said that the begin-
ning of the autonomic adminis-
tration constituted a “historical
and singular event for the pre-

sent generation and for the new
generations that will mark the
social, economic and political
developments.”

“In this legal and political
framework, the authorities of
the central government and the
regional governments are
forced to work in the service of
the people, especially of the un-
derserved,” he emphasized.

Morales added his conviction
that “together, it is possible to
take care of the people’s de-
mands that they have accumu-
lated from the past.”

Unique in the world

But Bolivia is not only a politi-
cal entity. With its 36 nationali-
ties, different cultures and lan-
guages, its valleys, forests and
highlands, it is unique in the
world.

Though much of the world
believes Bolivia is a country of
highlands, on the contrary, it is
essentially Amazonian. Sixty-
five percent of the national ter-
ritory, from the north to the
south, is influenced by the river
basin of the Amazon and belong
to the lowland zone.

This is a region where there
is a vast biodiversity in the for-
est, rivers and lakes that turns
it natural heritage of the world.

A great part of the carbon cy-
cle that is crucial for the ecolo-
gy of the planet and the climate
takes place in the Amazon,
which spans nine countries in
South America, a reason why it
is also known as “the Earth’s
lungs.”

The Bolivian Amazon is well
reputed for its decisive contri-
butions to improving the pre-
carious environmental balance
of the planet, which, due to the

meteorological disorder
caused by global warming,
may collapse.

In the last decade, the coun-
try has become a worldwide
leader in the promotion of the
sustainable handling of the for-
est, certifying the wood that has
been obtained from affluent
managed forests.

Inthe west of the country, the
hills with their white caps, their
mythical forms touching their
peaks against the clean Andean

skies constitute a unique spec-
tacle in the world.

The original communities,
suspended in time in culture
and tradition, are an endless
source of history and legend.

Nevertheless, Bolivia, like
other nations of the world, is a
victim of climate change.

The effects of climate
change are much talked about:
global warming, melting of ice
caps, floods and droughts.
What is usually avoided is es-
tablishing the origin of such
phenomena.

Evo Morales is convinced
that all this is born from the
“wrongly named” globaliza-
tion — or selective globaliza-
tion — that does not respect
the plurality or the differenc-
es between the towns and
capitalism.

For Morales, capitalism
takesinitself an exaggerated
and endless thirst for indus-
trialization.

Deforestation, for example,
is a consequence of industrial-
ization and is a threat to the fu-
ture of the Bolivian Amazon,
where already there are a
great amount of trees and
plants in danger of extinction.

“And when we organized our-
selves next to the social move-
ments to protest, to condemn
development policies that do
not solve our problems of pov-
erty and marginalization, they
demonized us, they accused us,

Hot and cool: The Cascadas del Rio Cuevas, 120 km away from Santa Cruz, Bolivia’s largest
city, entices visitors to enjoy sunbathing on the rocks after a refreshing venture to its many

waterfalls. EmBassy oF BOLIVIA

they threatened us with armed
interventions. . . . Our voice to
protest, our necessary right,
that are calling for, really, how
to save life, how to save human-
ity,” was the opinion of the chief
executive.

Evo Morales has indicated
in international public
speeches that the presidents of
the world have the responsibil-
ity to think about the value of
life, humanity, how to save
planet Earth.

In this tactical mission, for
Morales, it is important to

change economic models that
exploit man and destroy natu-
ralresources, and to eradicate
capitalism.

“And it is that in many na-
tions of the world a wind of
change blows that goes and
comes crying out for justice
and new opportunities from
survival and development,”
Morales said.

As in 1825, from north to
south in that indigenous,
brown, racially mixed and
Creole Bolivia, today also,
with those same protagonists,

times of change in the country
blow.

A current of patriotism 185
years ago forge the indepen-
dence from the Spanish
crown, forced a change to the
unjust, exclusive and oppres-
sive colonial system.

Today, the turn of the peo-
ple has arrived in Bolivia.

With information provided by the
General Communication Bureau,
Ministry of the Presidency of
Bolivia.

Congratulations

to the People of
the Plurinational State of Bolivia
on the Occasion of
Their 185th Independence Day

Honorary Consulate General of Bolivia in Osaka

Congratulations

to the People of
the Plurinational State of Bolivia
on the Occasion of

Their 185th Independence Day

DOWA METALS & MINING CO., LTD.

14-1, Sotokanda 4-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0021, Japan
Tel: 81-3-6847-1200 Fax: 81-3-6847-7022
http://www.dowa.co.jp/

Congratulations
to the People of
the Plurinational State of Bolivia

on the Occasion of

Their 185th Independence Day

< Sumitomo Corporation





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


