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U.S. uses Iraq tactics
to control Kandahar
Rajiv Chandrasekaran
Kandahar Afghanistan
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

This city is starting to feel a lot
like Baghdad.

Tall concrete blast walls,
like those that surround the
the Iraqi capital’s ‘‘Green
Zone,’’ are seemingly every-
where. Checkpoints super-
vised by U.S. soldiers have
been erected on all major
roads leading into the city,
and residents are being
urged to apply for new identi-
fication cards that require
them to have their retinas
scanned and their finger-
prints recorded.

As U.S. and NATO com-
manders mount a major effort
to counter the Taliban’s influ-
ence in Kandahar, they are
turning to population-control
tactics employed in the Iraqi
capital during the 2007 troop
surge to separate warring
Sunnis and Shiites. They are
betting that such measures
can help separate insurgents
there from the rest of the popu-
lation, an essential first step in
the U.S.-led campaign to im-
prove security in and around
Afghanistan’s second-largest
city.

‘‘If you don’t have control of
the population, you can’t se-
cure the population,’’ said
Brig. Gen. Frederick Hodges,
director of operations for the
NATO regional command in
southern Afghanistan.

In Baghdad, the use of
checkpoints, identification
cards and walled-off commu-
nities helped to reduce vio-
lence because there were two
feuding factions, riven by
sect. Carving the city into a
collection of separate Sunni
and Shiite neighborhoods al-
lowed U.S. forces to place
themselves along the borders.
Both sides tolerated the tac-
tics to a degree because they
came to believe U.S. troops
would protect them from their
rivals.

The conflict in Kandahar is
far murkier. There are no dif-
ferences in religion or ethnic-
ity: Nearly everyone in the
city is a Sunni Pashtun.
There are divisions among
tribes and clans, but they are
not a reliable indicator of
support for the Taliban. And
many residents regard U.S.
forces as the cause of the
growing instability, rather
than the solution to it.

Military officials hope the
measures will nonetheless
make it more difficult for the
Taliban to transport muni-
tions into the city and to attack
key government buildings.
The use of biometric scans will
allow soldiers at checkpoints
to apprehend anyone whose
fingerprints are in a database
of suspected insurgents.

‘‘Just because Afghanistan
is different from Iraq, it
doesn’t mean you can’t use
techniques that worked well
there,’’ Hodges said.

Another tactic employed in
Iraq and soon to be copied in
Kandahar involves major out-
lays from a discretionary fund
that commanders can use to
pay for quick-turnaround re-
construction projects. Gen.
David Petraeus, the former
top commander in Iraq who
recently took charge of the
U.S. and NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan, called such money
‘‘a weapon system.’’

Defense Secretary Robert
Gates recently approved a
proposal from Petraeus to
spend $227 million from the
fund — the largest-ever single
expenditure — to pay for new
generators and millions of li-
ters of diesel to increase the
electricity supply in Kanda-
har. Petraeus and other top
military officers in Afghani-
stan have supported the costly
effort because they think the
provision of more power will
lead residents to view their
government more favorably,
which is a key element of the
counterinsurgency campaign.

But some U.S. civilian offi-
cials in the country question
whether the increase in pow-
er, which will be directed to-
ward businesses, will win
over residents. The officials
maintain that the United
States will have to keep shell-
ing out millions of dollars a
month for diesel or risk fur-
ther wrath from Kandaharis
because a hoped-for hydro-
electric project intended to
replace the generators will
take years to complete.

Contractors working for the
NATO regional command al-
ready have installed 7,000 con-
crete slabs — each about 2 me-
ters wide — around the gover-
nor’s palace and the mayor’s
office, along major roads and
in front of police stations. De-
mand for the walls is so high
that several manufacturing
sites have sprung up on the

highway heading toward the
airport.

Although military officials
say their informal surveys of
residents show significant
support for walls and check-
points, local leaders have ex-
pressed unease. Kandahar
Gov. Tooryalai Wesa told
Hodges that he does not want
parts of the city to turn into an
Iraq-like ‘‘Green Zone.’’

Although municipal work-
ers have registered about
20,000 residents into the bio-
metric database and provided
them with plastic identifica-
tion cards, Afghan President
Hamid Karzai put the registra-
tion on hold last week because
of concerns over privacy
rights, military officials said.

There are other grievances.
Residents near checkpoints

say electronic jamming equip-
ment used by soldiers to pre-
vent remote-controlled bombs
interferes with their mobile
phones. Shopkeepers say they
are losing business.

‘‘Since they put the cement
walls up, security is better,
but nobody is coming to our
shops,’’ an elderly man named
Rafiullah told Hodges as he
visited his small stall filled
with sundries next to a check-
point on the western border.

Hodges promised to ‘‘figure
out a solution.’’ But removing
any of them involves a trade-
off in protection for the forces
in the city. Last month, three
U.S. soldiers and four Afghan
interpreters were killed when
two suicide bombers stormed
a police headquarters building
that had not yet been fully en-

circled with concrete walls.
Hodges said the check-

points have forced insurgents
to find alternate routes into
the city, either through the
desert or on dirt paths, which
limit what they can transport
and how quickly they can
move. ‘‘Will we stop every-
one? No,’’ he said. ‘‘But it is
having an effect. The enemy
is having to change their
movements.’’

The Taliban are also seek-
ing to place new obstacles for
U.S. and Afghan forces. In the
Arghandab district, north of
Kandahar, where U.S. sol-
diers from the 101st Airborne
Division are seeking to clear
out pockets of Taliban fight-
ers, the insurgents have seed-
ed pomegranate groves and
vineyards with homemade an-

tipersonnel mines; several
soldiers have been maimed by
them over the past two weeks.
Commanders are wrestling
with the option of razing some
fields to remove the bombs,
which would eliminate many
farmers’ livelihoods, or as-
sume more risk by leaving the
crops untouched.

‘‘Counterinsurgency doc-
trine says you don’t turn the
population against you,’’ a
U.S. officer in the area said.
‘‘But at how much of a cost
does that make sense?’’

Perhaps the most impor-
tant reason population control
worked to the extent it did in
Baghdad was because each
side believed the other posed
an existential threat, and both
turned to the United States for
security. In many parts of

southern and eastern Afghani-
stan, the population has yet to
seek protection.

Many Kandaharis regard
the Taliban as wayward broth-
ers and cousins — fellow Pash-
tun with whom they can nego-
tiate and one day reconcile.
They also worry about siding
with their government be-
cause they fear Taliban retri-
bution, both now and when
U.S. troop reductions begin
next summer.

But the U.S. counterinsur-
gency strategy depends on
persuading Pushtuns to get off
the fence and cast their lot
with their government. The
U.S. military and civilian
agencies are trying to help the
government win over the pub-
lic by delivering services to
the population that the Tali-
ban does not offer, including
education, health care, agri-
cultural assistance and justice
based on the rule of law.

That requires capable civil
servants willing to work in an
unstable environment — and
that is where the strategy is
hitting its most significant
roadblock.

A recent effort by Karzai’s
local-governance directorate
to fill 300 civil service jobs in
Kandahar and the surround-
ing district turned up four
qualified applicants, even af-
ter the agency dropped its ap-
plication standards to remove
a high school diploma, accord-
ing to several U.S. officials.

The main impediment is se-
curity. Afghans do not want to
work for their government or
U.S. development contractors
in such an unsafe environ-
ment. But if the government
and contractors cannot em-
ploy qualified workers, the
government cannot deliver
services and will be unable to
win the population’s alle-
giance, a prerequisite for im-
proved security.

To crack that loop, U.S. of-
ficials are exploring ways to
protect Afghans working for
the government. One plan un-
der consideration will involve
transforming the Kandahar
Hotel into a secure dormitory,
surrounded by concrete
walls, for civil servants. De-
velopment contractors work-
ing for USAID are building
compounds with secret en-
trances to minimize the
chances that insurgents spot
staff members.

Getting government offi-
cials in place is no guarantee
of success. Kandahar’s gover-
nor and mayor are regarded
as ineffective administrators,
but U.S. and Canadian advis-
ers are trying to transform
them into more competent
leaders.

In the Panjwai district to
the west of Kandahar, U.S. of-
ficials say, the district gover-
nor and the police chief recent-
ly got into a fight. The chief hit
the governor with a teakettle
and the governor smashed a
teacup on the chief’s head, the
confrontation culminating in a
shootout between their
guards.

In Arghandab, U.S. mili-
tary and civilian officials
spent a year working closely
with — and praising — district
Gov. Abdul Jabar. When he
was killed in a car bombing in
Kandahar this summer, the
officials blamed the Taliban.

But some of those same offi-
cials concluded that the gover-
nor was skimming U.S. funds
for reconstruction projects in
his district. His killing, they
think, was the result of anger
by fellow residents over his
not distributing the spoils, not
a Taliban assassination.

‘‘It was a mob hit,’’ said one
U.S. official familiar with the
situation. ‘‘We saw him a  s a
white knight, but we were get-
ting played the whole time.’’

Cote d’Ivoire independence day
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Open wide: A resident of Kandahar has his retina scanned as part of the application process for
a new identity card. In a bid to restore peace to the city, American forces are turning to methods
— like concrete blast walls and checkpoints — previously employed in Iraq. THE WASHINGTON POST
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Model’s friend hands over ‘stones’
Johannesburg AP

Naomi Campbell’s friend said Friday that he had handed over
three small uncut diamonds to South African authorities after
the supermodel testified at an international war crimes court
that she had given him the ‘‘dirty-looking stones.’’

A spokesman for the police special investigations unit said
Jeremy Ractliffe handed over the stones on Thursday and that
the police have given them to the local diamond regulation
authority for examination.

Campbell on Thursday denied knowingly receiving a gift of
diamonds from war crimes-indicted Charles Taylor after a
celebrity-studded 1997 dinner in South Africa hosted by Nelson
Mandela. She testified that two men had knocked on her door
late at night and then gave her a pouch with the stones inside.

Ractliffe said Friday that Campbell had given him the stones
as they rode on South Africa’s famed Blue Train on Sept. 26, 1997.
He said he had just kept the diamonds until recently, apparently
not knowing what to do with them.

‘‘I took them because I thought it might well be illegal for her
to take uncut diamonds out of the country,’’ he said.

In a statement, Ractliffe said Campbell had suggested the
stones could benefit the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, of
which he was director at the time, ‘‘but I told her I would not
involve the NMCF in anything that could possibly be illegal.’’

Queen’s lover resigns in Swaziland
Mbabane AFP-JIJI

Swaziland Justice Minister Ndumiso Mamba has resigned, the
prime minister said Thursday, following allegations of a love
affair with one of King Mswati III’s 13 wives.

‘‘I have consulted with him and he has forthwith resigned,’’
Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini said in a brief statement.

A palace source said that Queen Nothando Dube, the king’s
12th wife, would dress in a military uniform to slip out of the
palace and meet Mamba in a hotel room.

Mamba is a childhood friend of Mswati. The king was on a
visit to Taiwan at the time, but they were discovered by military
intelligence agents, the source added.

‘‘For many months, the inkhosikati (queen) would dress in an
army uniform whenever the king was not around,’’ the source
said. ‘‘She allegedly got into her room and changed into her
uniform and walked straight to the gate, and no one bothered to
ask where was this soldier going. In no time, a car was there to
pick the ‘officer’ up and whisked her to Royal Villas, about 10 km
west of the Lozitha Palace.’’ The Royal Villas is a hotel.

Mamba could be expelled from the mountainous kingdom,
which is wedged between South Africa and Mozambique, while
Dube could be confined to her parents’ home. Both could also be
fined a herd of cattle, the source added.

Cameron gaffe: Iran has nuke now
London AFP-JIJI

Opposition politicians Thursday accused British Prime
Minister David Cameron of mistakenly suggesting that Iran is
in possession of a nuclear weapon.

The Labour Party blasted Cameron, who heads the
Conservatives, as a ‘‘foreign policy klutz’’ with his feet ‘‘firmly
planted in his mouth.’’

Cameron, whose approach to international affairs has come
in for criticism since he took office in May, made the comments
as he praised Turkey and backed its accession to the European
Union.

Taking questions from the public in Hove, southeast England,
Cameron said Turkey could be an important influence in helping
solve problems ‘‘like the Middle East peace process and the fact
that Iran has got a nuclear weapon.’’

Labour lawmaker Chris Bryant, a former Europe minister,
said the prime minister now faced having to ‘‘explain away
another foreign policy gaffe.’’

‘‘He is increasingly getting a reputation for being a foreign
policy klutz, with two right feet, both of them firmly planted in
his mouth,’’ said the lawmaker.

Kyrgyz troops fire on protesters
Bishkek AP

Kyrgyz forces fired live ammunition, tear gas and stun
grenades into the air to disperse hundreds of antigovernment
protesters Thursday and arrested their leader, raising fears of
new instability in the turbulent Central Asian nation.

Government spokesman Farid Niyazov said some of the 27
protesters arrested are being investigated on suspicion of
‘‘attempting to seize power.’’ There was no immediate word on
casualties.

The confrontation demonstrated that tensions in Kyrgyzstan
remain high four months after President Kurmanbek Bakiyev
was ousted and fled the country after a bloody revolt over
alleged corruption.

Breaking up Thursday’s protest could bolster the interim
government’s confidence that it can fend off similar uprisings,
despite ethnic rampages in June in which hundreds of minority
Uzbeks were killed.

President Laurent Gbagbo

Residents near checkpoints say electronic
jamming equipment used by soldiers to prevent
remote-controlled bombs interferes with their
mobile phones, and shopkeepers say they are
losing business.

NATO admits civilians killed
Kabul AP

NATO acknowledged that an undetermined number of Afghan
civilians were killed Thursday in fighting with the Taliban in eastern
Afghanistan and promised to provide compensation to their families.

Also Thursday, a suicide car bomber struck a convoy of NATO
troops and Afghan police in northern Afghanistan, killing seven
police officers and wounding at least 11 people. A Canadian
Chinook helicopter went down in the south of Afghanistan, slightly
injuring eight soldiers, the Canadian military said. The Taliban
claimed they shot down the aircraft.

The civilian deaths occurred in two separate attacks before
dawn Thursday in eastern Nangarhar Province, local officials said.
Eight members of an extended family died when a helicopter
opened fire on vehicles carrying the body of a flood victim and the
victim’s relatives to their home village, according to Haji
Mohammed Hassan, chief of Nangarhar’s Khogyani district.

NATO first reported that a joint force targeted a compound in
the village of Khwazakheyl in the province’s Sherzad district
looking for a Taliban commander. Troops took fire from three
locations as they approached the compound. They returned fire,
killing ‘‘several insurgents,’’ the NATO statement said.

Troops found 10 rocket-propelled grenades, automatic
weapons, grenades and a rifle at the scene, the statement added.

Sherzad, the village elder, said by telephone that the joint force
surrounded the home of a villager, Mohammad Jan. Family
members opened fire because they feared for their safety, he said,
insisting they were not Taliban.

Nation maintains momentum of economic recovery on 50th anniversary
Boa Liliane Marie Laure
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF COTE

D’IVOIRE TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of
Cote d’Ivoire’s Independence
Day, on behalf
of President
Laurent Gbag-
bo, the govern-
ment and the
people of Cote
d’Ivoire, I ex-
tend our greet-
ings to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, the
Imperial Family, Prime Minis-
ter Naoto Kan, the government
and the people of Japan.

This year’s commemoration
should be an excellent occasion
to look toward the future with
an eye back to the past.

Cote d’Ivoire gained its inde-
pendence on Aug. 7, 1960, under

the leadership of President Fe-
lix Houphouet-Boigny.

Because of its sound
achievements in the field of
economic development, Cote
d’Ivoire has been dubbed the
‘‘Ivorian Miracle.’’

Agriculture has expanded
very well, placing the country
as the first cocoa producer and
as the second coffee producer in
the world. These two products
have been for a while the main
resource-supplying segment of
the economy.

In order to boost the econo-
my, the former government
had organized an Invest in Cote
d’Ivoire Tour for many African,
European and Asian countries.
The objective was to bring our
partners to come into trading
with Cote d’Ivoire. By that time
the growth rate neared the dou-
ble digits.

Surprisingly, in December
1999 the ‘‘African Elephant’’ as

Cote d’Ivoire was dubbed, was
overthrown, as a result of a mil-
itary coup. One year later, gen-
eral elections were organized.

But another political crisis
that struck the country in Sep-
tember 2002 put an end to the
development program initiated
by the new elected president.

Under the leadership of
President Gbagbo and the Oua-
gadougou Political Agreement
signed in March 2007, Cote
d’Ivoire is recovering steadily.
The overall change that is tak-
ing place has been possible due
to his commitment to achieve
poverty alleviation and human
security.

Agriculture is still booming
with the development of new co-
coa, cotton and rubber planta-
tions, providing a little more
than 70 percent of the country’s
export revenue.

At the same time the govern-
ment is restoring and refur-
bishing hotels and hospitals and
extending its road network.

The strategic location of the
country, its good economic in-
frastructure and its transpar-
ent and competitive business
environment make it a secure
place to invest. So I invite the
Japanese private sector and

the economic operators to in-
vest in Cote d’Ivoire. There
are many opportunities in di-
verse sectors from infrastruc-
ture building within the
framework of the relocation of
the political capital city to Ya-
moussoukro, to the mining
and energy sectors.

I would like to thank the
government of Japan, whose
embassy in Abidjan has un-
dertaken to improve the envi-
ronment by restoring the zoo-
logical park in the Banco For-
est, after it refurbished the
National Library.

Our thanks to Japan, who
is taking a great part in the
training of our youth by
granting scholarships to stu-
dents to study in Japanese
universities, thus creating a
network of well-trained hu-
man resources.

Amid the political turmoil,
President Gbagbo is strug-

gling to push forward the uni-
versal mutual insurance pro-
gram that aims to provide
health care coverage to every
household, especially to the
poorest and most vulnerable
segments of the population.

Despite the difficult finan-
cial and economic environ-
ment in 2009, Cote d’Ivoire has
been able to maintain the mo-
mentum of recovery with a
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth rate of 3.8 per-
cent. The general level of
prices has been contained,
with an inflation rate that
stood at 1 percent. These fig-
ures have been set by relevant
economic institutions like the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank. This pos-
itive evaluation will enable
my country to look forward to
the HIPC (Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries) Completion
Point under the initiative for

debt cancellation at the end of
this year.

This is another reason of
satisfaction as President
Gbagbo has decided since he
came to power to derive the
necessary public funds for
the operating budget from
the country’s own resources.

Cote d’Ivoire has regained
confidence from its private
and multilateral partners;
the annual meetings of the
African Development Bank
in Abidjan, held last May, is a

testimony of it.
It is our hope that the presi-

dential election that is set for
soon after the voters list is
completed and agreed upon
by all parties will enable Cote
d’Ivoire to get its economy on
track and enhance its current
achievements.

I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to the
readers of The Japan Times
and wish a happy national
day to all Ivorians living in
Japan.
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