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U.S. push to strike birthright citizenship grows
Top Republicans
join far right’s effort
to do away with the
14th Amendment
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Leading Republicans are join-
ing a push to reconsider the
constitutional amendment
that grants automatic citizen-
ship to people born in the Unit-
ed States.

Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell said Tues-
day he supports holding hear-
ings on the constitutional
right, although he emphasized
that Washington’s immigra-
tion focus should remain on
border security.

His comments came as oth-

er Republicans in recent days
have questioned or challenged
birthright citizenship, em-
bracing a cause that had
largely been confined to the
far right.

The senators include Arizo-
na’s John McCain, the party’s
2008 presidential nominee; Ar-
izona’s Jon Kyl, the Republi-
cans’ second-ranking senator;
Jeff Sessions, the top Republi-
can on the Judiciary Commit-
tee, and Lindsey Graham, a
leading negotiator on immi-
gration legislation.

‘‘I’m not sure exactly what
the drafters of the (14th)
amendment had in mind, but I
doubt it was that somebody
could fly in from Brazil and
have a child and fly back home
with that child, and that child
is forever an American citi-
zen,’’ Sessions said.

Legal experts say repealing
the citizenship right can be
done only through constitu-
tional amendment, which
would require approval by
two-thirds majorities in both
chambers of Congress and by

three-fourths of the states.
Legislation to amend the
right, introduced previously in
the House of Representatives,
has stalled.

The proposals are sure to
appeal to conservative voters
as immigration so far is play-

ing a central role in Novem-
ber’s elections. They also
could carry risks by alienating
Hispanic voters and alarming
moderates who could view
constitutional challenges as
extreme. Hispanics have be-

come the largest minority
group in the United States, and
many are highly driven by the
illegal immigrant debate.

McConnell and McCain
seemed to recognize the risk
by offering guarded state-
ments Tuesday.

McCain, who faces a con-
servative challenge in his re-
election bid, said he supports
reviewing citizenship rights.
He emphasized, however, that
amending the constitution is a
serious matter. ‘‘The constitu-
tion is a strong, complete and
carefully crafted document
that has successfully gov-
erned our nation for centuries,
and any proposal to amend the
constitution should receive ex-
tensive and thoughtful consid-
eration,’’ he said.

At a news conference, Mc-
Connell refused to endorse
Graham’s suggestion that citi-
zenship rights be repealed for
children of illegal immi-
grants. While refusing to take
questions, he suggested in-
stead that he would look nar-
rowly into reports of business-
es that help immigrants ar-

range to have babies in the
United States to win their chil-
dren U.S. citizenship.

The 14th Amendment,
adopted in 1868 in the after-
math of the Civil War, granted
citizenship to ‘‘all persons
born or naturalized in the
United States,’’ including re-
cently freed slaves.

Defenders of the amend-
ment say altering it would
weaken a fundamental Ameri-
can value while doing little to
deter illegal immigration.
They also say it would create
bureaucratic hardships for
parents giving birth.

Quoting a newspaper col-
umnist, Senate Democratic
leader Harry Reid of Nevada
said Republicans were ‘‘either
taking leave of their senses or
their principles’’ in advocating
repeal.

Al-Qaida’s new global
boss had green card
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

condone violence. She also
said she has not had contact
with her son for several years.

‘‘This boy would never do
evil stuff. He is not an evil per-
son,’’ she said. ‘‘He loved this
country. He never had a prob-
lem with the United States.’’

LeBlanc said the new
charges were brought after the
New York subway bomb sus-
pects identified him to investi-
gators as their al-Qaida superi-
or. The New York suspects pro-
vided other key information
about his al-Qaida status.

‘‘It was basically Adnan
who convinced them to come
back to the United States and
do this attack,’’ LeBlanc said.
‘‘His ability to manipulate
someone like that and direct
that, I think it speaks vol-
umes.’’

Before turning to radical
strains of Islam, Shukrijumah
lived in Miramar with his
mother and five siblings, ex-
celling at computer science
and chemistry courses while
studying at a community col-
lege. He had come to South
Florida in 1995 when his fa-
ther, a Muslim cleric and mis-
sionary trained in Saudi Ara-
bia, decided to take a post at a
Florida mosque after several
years at a mosque in Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

At some point in the late
1990s, according to the FBI,
Shukrijumah became con-
vinced that he must partici-
pate in jihad to fight perceived
persecution against Muslims
in places like Chechnya and
Bosnia.

That led to training camps
in Afghanistan, where he un-
derwent basic and advanced

training in the use of automat-
ic weapons, explosives, battle
tactics, surveillance and cam-
ouflage.

‘‘What’s dangerous about an
individual that understands
the U.S. is he may have a bet-
ter sense of our security vul-
nerabilities and insights into
how to terrify the American
people using smaller attacks
for large, political impact,’’
said Brian Fishman, a coun-
terterrorism research fellow
at the New America Founda-
tion. ‘‘This increases the risk
of attacks outside traditional
places we normally worry
about, like New York and
Washington.’’

Shukrijumah was born in
Saudi Arabia. He is a citizen of
Guyana, a small South Ameri-
can country where his father
was born. His father died in
2004.

While still in Afghanistan,
he met another young recruit
— Jose Padilla, an American

citizen once suspected of plot-
ting to set off a radioactive
‘‘dirty bomb’’ and now impris-
oned on a 2007 terrorism mate-
rial support conviction in Mi-
ami. At one point, according to
interrogations of Padilla and
other al-Qaida detainees, Shu-
krijumah and Padilla were
paired in a plot to fill apart-
ments in several high-rise
apartment buildings with nat-
ural gas and blow them up, but
they had a falling out.

The FBI is still hoping to
bring charges in South Florida
against Shukrijumah, but key
information about him was
provided by Guantanamo Bay
detainees such as Moham-
med, whose use as a witness
would be difficult.

‘‘For us, it’s never been a
dry hole. It’s always been an
active investigation and it’s
global in nature,’’ LeBlanc
said. ‘‘We have never stopped
working it.’’

Fuel shortage forces
Gaza plant shutdown
Gaza City Gaza Strip
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The Gaza Strip’s sole power
plant shut down on Saturday
for lack of diesel fuel, a Pales-
tinian power authority official
said.

Kanaan Obeid, assistant di-
rector of Gaza’s electricity au-
thority, said the plant, which
provides 25 percent of Gaza’s
power, was forced to shut down
due to a payment dispute be-
tween the strip’s Hamas rulers
and the rival Palestinian admin-
istration in the West Bank.

The power plant has closed
down on several occasions in the
past because of fuel shortages.

The Ramallah-based Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) says Ha-
mas is to blame for the crisis,
accusing it of allowing tens of
thousands of salaried Gazans
not to pay their bills and thereby
share in the cost of industrial fu-
el for the plant.

But the Islamic movement
Hamas has pointed the finger at
the PA and accused it of worsen-
ing Israel’s blockade on Gaza.

Closing the power plant has
added to existing chronic power
outages at a time when temper-
atures regularly exceed 30 de-
grees and demand for air condi-
tioning and refrigeration peak,
forcing residents to rely even
more on diesel generators.

The industrial diesel needed
to run the power plant comes
through an Israeli-controlled fu-
el terminal.

The quantity of fuel brought
in to Gaza has declined since
November, when the European
Commission transferred re-
sponsibility for buying the fuel
to the PA after its aid program
expired.

Hamas spokesman Fawzi
Barhum on Saturday called for
a rethink. ‘‘We are asking the do-
nors, the European Union, to
discuss resuming direct funding
for the fuel,’’ he said in a written
statement.

Obeid said Gaza was waiting
for the PA to pay the Israelis so
that the flow of fuel could re-
sume and the plant be restarted.

PA officials in Ramallah
could not be reached for com-
ment on Saturday.

Israel supplies about 70 per-
cent of Gaza’s power and
Egypt provides 5 percent, with
the remainder coming from
the power plant, which even
when it is running frequently
has to ration electricity supply
because of fuel shortages.

Hamas and the PA have
been fiercely divided since the
Islamists violently seized pow-
er in Gaza in 2007.

Ship arrives in Turkey
Ankara AFP-JIJI

The Turkish ferry that was at
the center of a deadly Israeli
raid on a Gaza-bound aid flotil-
la arrived back in Turkey on
Saturday, media reports said.

Footage broadcast on the
NTV news channel showed The
Mavi Marmara being towed in-
to the port of Iskenderun on
Turkey’s Mediterranean coast.

Authorities imposed strict
security measures for the ship’s
arrival, barring reporters from
entering the port, the Anatolia
news agency said.

Another Turkish vessel
seized in the Israeli raid ar-
rived at Iskenderun late Friday
while a third was expected later
Saturday, Anatolia said.

All three ships were towed
out of Israel on Thursday.

Burn pits at U.S. Afghan, Iraqi bases blamed for a raft of illnesses

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Hundreds of service members
and contractor employees
have fallen ill with cancer or
severe breathing problems af-
ter serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and they say they
were poisoned by thick black
smoke produced by the burn-
ing of tons of trash generated
on U.S. bases.

In a lawsuit in federal court
in Maryland, 241 people from
42 states are suing Houston-
based contractor Kellogg
Brown & Root, which has oper-
ated more than two dozen so-
called burn pits in the two
countries. The pits were used
to dispose of plastic water bot-
tles, Styrofoam food contain-
ers, mangled bits of metal,
paint, solvent, medical waste,
even dead animals. The gar-
bage was tossed in, doused
with fuel and set on fire.

The military personnel and
civilian workers say they in-
haled a toxic haze from the
pits that caused severe illness-
es. Six with leukemia have
died, and five others are being
treated for the disease, a can-
cer of the blood and bone mar-
row. At night, more than a doz-
en others rely on machines to
help them breathe or to moni-
tor their breathing; others use
inhalers.

‘‘You’d cough up black stuff,
and you couldn’t seem to catch
your breath. And your eyes

were burning,’’ said Anthony
Roles, 33, a father and air
force retiree from Little Rock,
Ark., who was diagnosed with
a blood disorder shortly after
returning from Iraq in 2004. ‘‘I
can still smell it to this very
day.’’

Roles said there is a nick-
name for the symptoms:
‘‘Iraqi crud.’’

Whether the plaintiffs, who
include current and former
service members and KBR
employees, can prove in court
that open-air trash burning
made them sick — or that
KBR bears any responsibility
— hinges on complex legal and
medical issues. There is no
guarantee that the courts will
allow their cases to be brought
to trial. But the lawsuit caught
the attention of Congress and
led to government limits on
burn pits.

In March, the military
banned most open-air burning
of plastics, tires, aerosol cans
and other materials. In April,
the Department of Veterans
Affairs identified burn pits as
an environmental hazard.
Last month, the American
Lung Association, citing
health risks to soldiers, urged
the military to immediately
find other means of trash dis-
posal.

‘‘It’s tragic when soldiers
come back and didn’t get a
scratch on them from the ene-
my, but have some possibly
life-altering problems be-

cause of burn pits,’’ said New
Hampshire Democratic Rep.
Carol Shea-Porter, one of sev-
eral lawmakers who pushed to
limit the use of the pits.

KBR officials said the mili-
tary decides when to use open-
air burning, where to set up
the pits and what to toss in.

They pointed to a 2008 mili-
tary study of the burn pit at
Balad Air Base in Iraq. That
study, widely used to gauge
health risks of burn pits in gen-
eral, concluded there were no
long-term effects.

‘‘We have asked the army
whether they still believed it
was OK for us to provide ser-
vices to burn pits, and also be
at burn pits, and that’s be-
cause we wanted to make sure
our people were adequately
protected,’’ said Jill Petti-
bone, a KBR senior vice presi-
dent. ‘‘We were assured it
was.’’

Until 2007, KBR was an en-
gineering and construction
subsidiary of the oil field ser-
vices company Halliburton,
which is a defendant.

Craig Postlewaite, acting
director of the Defense De-
partment’s Force Health Pro-
tection and Readiness Pro-
grams, said in court papers
that the military acknowledg-
es that it is ‘‘plausible and even
likely that a relatively small
number of people . .  . may be
affected by more serious, lon-
ger-term health effects.’’ A
Defense Department spokes-

woman said the government is
studying the exposures, add-
ing ‘‘our No. 1 priority is the
health of service members.’’

Where and how to get rid of
garbage is a difficult problem
in wartime. Military officials
say open burning is often the
best — if not the only — option
for getting rid of huge
amounts of trash. No trash-re-
moval system existed, incin-
erators are expensive and
take time to install, and the
military lacked the time and
space to build landfills on bas-
es. The burn pits often are
close to where soldiers live
and work.

The military says it is work-
ing to replace as many trash
pits as possible with incinera-
tors and to make the others
safer to operate.

Anthony Szema, a professor
at SUNY Stony Brook School
of Medicine, told the Senate
Democratic Policy Commit-
tee in November that the slow,
low-heat burning of plastic
bottles produces dioxin and
hydrochloric acid, chemicals
associated with immune dys-
function, IQ deficits and re-
productive abnormalities. He
said foam cups and treated
wood emit carcinogens when
burned. And burning particle
board and plywood release
formaldehyde, a chemical as-
sociated with nose and throat
cancer, liver and kidney dis-
ease and airway inflamma-
tion.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Harper shakes up Canada Cabinet
Ottawa AFP-JIJI

Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced a shakeup in his
Cabinet on Friday in moves that he said were aimed at avoiding
‘‘an unnecessary election’’ in Canada, where the Conservatives
rule as a minority.

Harper said he was appointing Transport Minister John Baird
to the position of leader of the government in the House of
Commons, with a ‘‘mandate to work cooperatively with the other
parties and make Parliament function.’’

Baird will take the position currently held by Jay Hill, who has
indicated he will not run for re-election to Parliament.

Replacing Baird at the Transport Ministry will be Chuck
Strahl, who will leave his post as minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development to John Duncan, an MP from British
Columbia.

Swedish landmark broken into
Stockholm AP

A gang of thieves on Friday staged a remarkable break-in near
the Swedish royal family’s residence in Stockholm, smashing
display cases at a historic 18th-century Chinese-style landmark
and getting away with artifacts that police called potentially
priceless.

The heist at the ornate Chinese Pavilion, a birthday gift from
King Adolf Fredrik to Queen Lovisa Ulrika in 1753, took just six
minutes, and occurred just after security guards had made their
rounds at 2 a.m., police spokeswoman Diana Sundin said.

The burglars are believed to have entered the building by
smashing the glass on the pavilion’s back door. Once inside, they
shattered three display cases, she said, and made off with an
unknown number of ‘‘old, beautiful Chinese objects.’’

‘‘It might not even be possible to put a value on these objects.
That’s how bad it is,’’ she said. She could not say specifically
what was stolen, but the pavilion is known for its display of
Chinese artifacts including porcelain, China and vases.

The Chinese pleasure palace has rich, European rococo
interiors along with its collection of chinoiserie. It is located
near the royal family’s permanent residence in the
Drottningholm Palace park in western Stockholm. Both are on
UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Gunman sentenced for jewel heist
London AP

The disguised gunman who burst into an upmarket London
jewelry store and carried out one of Britain’s biggest-ever
robberies was sentenced to 23 years in prison Friday, a year to
the day after the heist.

Amam Kassaye, 25, was part of a well-organized team that
made off with £40 million (more than $60 million) worth of gems
from Graff Diamonds’ store on London’s Bond Street. The
glittering haul has yet to be recovered — and insurers have
offered a £1 million reward for information leading to its
recovery.

Kassaye came into the store and put a gun to the back of
terrified shop assistant Petra Ehnar, forcing her to empty the
store’s display cases and briefly taking her hostage as he and an
accomplice ran out into the street.

In court, Kassaye’s defense claimed that the Aug. 6, 2009,
robbery had not been carried out by him but rather ‘‘by someone
remarkably like him.’’ But Ehnar identified him as the robber —
prosecutor Philip Bennetts told jurors that his facial features
‘‘would be etched in her mind forever.’’

U.S. mom charged with kids’ murders
Edinburgh AP

Scottish police on Friday charged the American mother of three
children who were found dead in an Edinburgh town house with
their murder.

Theresa Riggi, 46, was arrested late Friday after police
completed autopsies on her children: 8-year-old twins
Augustino and Gianluca and their 5-year-old sister, Cecilia.

The children were discovered after a gas explosion
Wednesday at the town house, but are not thought to have died as
a result of the blast. Riggi is hospitalized in serious but stable
condition after apparently falling from an upper story of the
house on the same day.

Riggi and her husband, American oil industry executive
Pasquale Riggi, 46, of Colorado, were getting divorced and
contesting the custody of their children.

Police have interviewed the children’s father and confirmed
he is not a suspect in the case.

Knows U.S. well: Zurah Adbu Ahmed, the mother of
suspected al-Qaida operative Adnan Shukrijumah, holds up a
photo of her son in Miramar, Fla., on Friday, AP

‘I’m not sure exactly what the drafters of the
(14th) amendment had in mind, but I doubt it was
that somebody could fly in from Brazil and have a
child and fly back home with that child, and that
child is forever an American citizen.’
SEN. JEFF SESSIONS

Singapore independence day

Reward $5 million: Al-Qaida
suspect Adnan Shukrijumah,
35, is seen in this undated
image from the FBI. AP

New attractions burnish appeal of the city-state
Tan Chin Tiong
AMBASSADOR OF SINGAPORE

------------------------------------------

Singapore became independent
45 years ago on Aug. 9, 1965.
From humble
beginnings, Sin-
gapore over-
came many ad-
versities to
transform itself
into a modern
and bustling
city-state.

Later this month, from Aug.
14 to 26, Singapore will host the
inaugural Youth Olympic
Games (YOG). More than 5,000
young athletes and officials, in-
cluding a 100-strong Japanese
contingent, will compete and
inspire us with their talent, de-
termination and spirit of
sportsmanship.

International events like the
YOG make Singapore the dy-
namic city that it is today.

Singapore is also one of the
world’s most open economies.
Our strategic location has al-
lowed us to ride on Asia’s fast
growth.

In the first half of 2010, our
manufacturing, services and
construction sectors registered
double-digit expansion from a
year ago. Singapore’s gross do-

mestic product (GDP) is fore-
cast to grow by 13 percent to 15
percent this year.

For growth to be sustainable,
the Economic Strategies Com-
mittee set up last year by
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong recommended that Sin-
gapore upgrade its productivi-
ty, expand into new growth
areas and enhance the quality
of life for the nearly 5 million
Singaporeans and foreigners
who live, work, study and raise
their families in the country.

In 2011, we look forward to
the opening of a new I n t e r n a -
tional Cruise Terminal that will
strengthen Singapore’s position
as the cruise hub of Asia; and
Gardens by the Bay, which will
offer a unique botanical experi-
ence in the new downtown Ma-
rina district.

These attractions, together
with the opening of the iconic
Marina Bay Sands and Resorts
World Sentosa earlier this year,
will burnish Singapore’s appeal
as one of the world’s most liv-
able cities.

As Singapore continues to de-
velop, we have not neglected
our bilateral relationships with
our close partners like Japan.

This past year has been fruit-
ful for Singapore-Japan rela-

tions. Japan’s importance to
Singapore was reaffirmed by
the visit of Prime Minister Lee
in October 2009.

Then Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama visited Singapore a
month later for the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
(APEC) Summit. He and
Prime Minister Lee also
launched the Japan Creative
Centre, which showcases Ja-
pan’s innovative technology
and rich cultural heritage.

This exchange of high-level
visits follows the historic State
Visits by Their Majesties the
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko to Singapore in June
2006, and President and Mrs. S
R Nathan to Japan in May 2009.

Singapore is currently work-
ing closely with Japan, who will
chair the APEC Summit from
Nov. 13 to 14 in Yokohama, to
promote inclusive, sustainable
and balanced growth in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Our close cooperation ex-
tends to other regional forums
such as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF), East Asia Sum-
mit (EAS) and Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM). Singapore
and Japan will also be provid-

ing technical assistance to Af-
ghanistan in anticorruption and
public governance under the
Japan-Singapore Partnership
Program for the 21st century.

Our economic ties have deep-
ened since the Japan-Singapore
Economic Agreement for a
New Age Partnership entered
into force in November 2002.

Japan is Singapore’s sixth-
largest trading partner with 45
billion Singapore dollars’ worth
of bilateral trade in 2009. Japan
is also Singapore’s top Asian in-
vestor with a cumulative direct
investment of S$48.8 billion as
of 2008.

Japan remains a very popu-
lar tourist destination, with
close to 145,200 Singaporeans
visiting in 2009. About half a
million Japanese also visited
Singapore last year. With the
introduction of two daily flights
by Singapore Airlines from Ha-
neda International Airport in
Tokyo to Singapore from Oct.
31, I am confident that our peo-
ple-to-people links will become
even closer.

On this special occasion, it is
my sincere hope that the excel-
lent relationship between Sin-
gapore and Japan will continue
to strengthen for the mutual
benefit of our countries.
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