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Norway plot tied to al-Qaida doomed to fail
Bomb-making
ingredients
replaced with
harmless fluids

Oslo
AP

------------------------------------------

When police arrested a sus-
pected al-Qaida cell in Nor-
way last month they turned up
the makings of a bomb lab
tucked away in a nondescript
Oslo apartment building.

A detailed investigation
shows that authorities learned
early on about the alleged cell
by intercepting e-mails from
an al-Qaida operative in Paki-
stan and — thanks to those
early warnings — were able to
secretly replace a key bomb-
making ingredient with a
harmless liquid when one of
the suspects ordered it at an
Oslo pharmacy.

Officials say the suspected
plot against this quiet Nordic
country was one of three
planned attacks on the West
hatched in the rugged moun-
tains of northwest Pakistan by
some of al-Qaida’s most senior
leaders. The other plots tar-
geted the bustling New York
subway and a shopping mall in
Manchester, England.

Interviews with U.S. and
European intelligence officials
and documents reviewed by
the members of the press paint
the picture of a loosely orga-
nized cell that was doomed to
fail long before Norwegian po-
lice raided its basement lab in
suburban Oslo in July. The offi-
cials spoke on the condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the
cases publicly.

The plot’s undoing, and that
of its sibling plots in the U.S.
and Britain, casts light on the
potential pitfalls of al-Qaida’s
changing tactics in the decade
since the massive, highly or-
ganized Sept. 11 attacks in
2001. In recent years, al-Qaida
has grown increasingly decen-
tralized and nimble, relying
on amateurs to recruit local
cells and carry out smaller-
level attacks without exten-
sive planning and hands-on
training.

While such plots are harder
to detect, they are also harder
to manage — and the slack re-
mote control they often re-
quire leaves greater room for
operational error.

All three plots were thwart-
ed after suspected operatives
exchanged e-mails — some-
times poorly coded ones — in
and out of Pakistan.

Authorities say the ring-
leader of the Norwegian plot is
39-year-old Mikael Davud, a
Uighur who came to Norway
in 1999 as part of a U.N. refu-

gee program and then became
a Norwegian citizen eight
years later. Uighurs, a largely
Muslim ethnic group in China,
claim oppression at the hands
of authorities there.

Davud was arrested July 8
along with suspected accom-
plices Shawan Sadek Saeed
Bujak Bujak, a 37-year-old
Iraqi Kurd, and a 31-year-old
Uzbek national, David Jakob-
sen. Both are permanent resi-
dents of Norway.

The trio denies any connec-
tion to terrorist groups.

The Norwegian Police Secu-
rity Service declined to com-
ment on the case because the
investigation is ongoing.

Despite his citizenship and
longtime Norwegian resi-
dence, Davud speaks very lit-
tle Norwegian or English and
had few contacts in Norway to
draw on when recruiting the
cell, according to documents.
He relied on Bujak and Jakob-
sen not only to obtain and store
bomb-making materials, but
also to navigate Norwegian so-
ciety, officials said.

Davud’s path to the al-Qai-
da plot began in Turkey,
where he and his wife traveled
in the fall of 2008, according to
documents and officials.

There, Davud met an al-
Qaida facilitator who remains
at large but has been identi-
fied by investigators. That
winter, he traveled from Tur-
key to a al-Qaida training
camp in Waziristan, a lawless
tribal region in northwestern
Pakistan.

Davud was there around the
same time as other men linked
to the plots in New York and
Manchester also received

training, but officials say he
did not attend the same camp,
meet them or know about the
other cells.

In May 2009, shortly before
he returned to Norway, Davud
sent an e-mail to a Gmail ad-
dress that authorities believe
belonged to a midlevel al-Qai-
da operative in Peshawar, Pa-
kistan, known as Ahmad. Ah-
mad also communicated with
the New York and Manchester
plotters, via a Yahoo e-mail
account accessed at the same
computer, and he is one of the
key links connecting the plots,
officials said.

This long-distance coordi-

nation — and the electronic
trail it leaves behind — helped
intelligence officials unravel
the plans.

U.S. authorities, who were
already watching Ahmad’s e-
mails, picked up on Davud’s
earliest correspondences and
alerted their Norwegian coun-
terparts, who began monitor-
ing him as he returned to Nor-
way from Turkey. Authorities
had arrested 12 men in Man-
chester in April and would ar-
rest three others in New York
later in 2009. Of the New York
men, two pleaded guilty to ter-
rorism charges.

After several unanswered
messages, Davud made con-
tact and began to exchange e-
mails with Ahmad, who signed
off as ‘‘Ismail.’’

In the e-mails, Davud prom-

ises to pay off an unspecified
‘‘debt’’ and, like the New York
and U.K. plotters, seeks what
officials believe may be bomb-
making guidance using coded
language.

After returning to Norway
in June 2009, Davud re-estab-
lished contact with his old ac-
quaintances Jakobsen and Bu-
jak, officials said. While Da-
vud knew both men well, they
did not know each other.

Within two months, authori-
ties believe, the plot was in
motion.

Documents show that be-
tween late August and early
September 2009, Davud

tapped Jakobsen and Bujak to
help him buy the materials
that police would later seize
from the basement of Bujak’s
Oslo apartment. Those includ-
ed nail polish remover, a 1-li-
ter bottle of hydrogen perox-
ide, citric acid, flour and labo-
ratory equipment, including a
scale, gloves and dust masks.

The acetone in nail polish
remover, hydrogen peroxide
and acid can combine to pro-
duce the explosive triacetone
triperoxide (TATP), which
served as a detonator for the
bombs used by the terrorists
who carried out the 2005 Lon-
don bombings that killed 52
people. U.S. authorities be-
lieve the three New York men
also intended to use TATP in
that city’s subway.

Flour and hydrogen perox-

ide can be used to make a larg-
er explosive.

Davud has told police ‘‘the
purpose (of the chemicals)
was for legitimate civil use,’’
said his lawyer, Arild Humlen.

When Davud asked Jakob-
sen to order the peroxide —
common to both TATP and
main-charge bomb recipes —
from an Oslo pharmacy, Nor-
wegian authorities acted to en-
sure that, no matter how the
plot unfolded, the men would
be unable to detonate an explo-
sive, according to documents
and officials.

Overnight, police moved to
have the pharmacy give Ja-
kobsen a dummy liquid that
resembles hydrogen peroxide
but would not work in a bomb.

What happened next sug-
gests some of the many prob-
lems that can set back the
kinds of terrorist operations —
driven by poorly scrutinized,
under trained amateurs —
that al-Qaida has come to rely
on since losing a stable sanctu-
ary and much of its top leader-
ship following the U.S.-led in-
vasion of Afghanistan.

Unlike the New York plot-
ters, Davud and his alleged ac-
complices never attempted to
make bombs, and in contrast
to both the other plots, the sus-
pected Norway cell never
chose a target.

Investigators believe one
reason could be that, in Sept.
2009, shortly after obtaining
the chemicals, Davud was
briefly detained by police —
for reasons that are unclear —
during a monthlong trip to
Turkey.

Officials say the incident
spooked Davud, who began to

behave in a more secretive way
upon his return to Norway.

For example, Davud had re-
ceived from an unidentified
contact in Turkey four pass-
port photographs of a suspect-
ed al-Qaida affiliate. Back in
Norway, he asked Jakobsen to
obtain a fake passport from an
Eastern European country for
the man, but told Jakobsen on-
ly that the man was a relative
he wanted to bring to Norway.

Then, in November, Ahmad
stopped responding to Davud’s
e-mails.

The following month, al-
Qaida’s chief of external oper-
ations, Saleh al-Somali, who
officials believe helped orga-
nize the New York, Manches-
ter and Norway plots, was
killed in a CIA drone strike in
Pakistan. Ahmad answered to
al-Somali and his captains,
and while there is no definite
connection, the timing sug-
gests the traceable electronic
communication required to
coordinate the three plots may
have contributed to their orga-
nizer’s demise.

Meanwhile, a fissure had
developed in the Norway cell.

In late 2009, Jakobsen went to
Norway’s Police Security Ser-
vice and began providing infor-
mation on Davud’s activities af-
ter what he described as a wor-
risome change in the Uighur’s
behavior, Jakobsen’s lawyer,
Kjell Dahl, said this summer.

‘‘There are strengths and
weaknesses in decentraliza-
tion,’’ said Magnus Norell, a
terrorism expert at the Swed-
ish Defense Research Agency.
‘‘It’s a strength because it’s
difficult to find these plots un-
less you stumble upon them or
have very good intelligence.
Also, you can bring in people
who might not be able to join
otherwise. The weaknesses —
they came to the surface in
these cases.’’

Although the bomb plot
stalled, Davud apparently did
not. Officials believe that, de-
spite the loss of contact with
al-Qaida in Pakistan, Davud
had his next move in the
works. He was planning to
travel abroad sometime later
this summer, according to
documents and officials.

While authorities do not
know exactly where he
planned to travel or why, they
suspect he may have been aim-
ing to meet an al-Qaida related
contact, possibly one of several
in Turkey tied to the facilitator
who brought him to the train-
ing camp in Waziristan.

Davud and the two others re-
main in detention in Norway
awaiting trial, which is expect-
ed to begin sometime next year.

Norwegian prosecutors
have said they plan to file ter-
rorism conspiracy charges
against the men, who face up
to 12 years in prison if convict-
ed. The suspects’ lawyers say
their clients intend to plead
not guilty.

Net may phase out printed Oxford Dictionary
London
AP

------------------------------------------

It weighs in at more than 60 kg,
but the authoritative guide to
the English language, the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, may
eventually slim down to noth-
ing.

Oxford University Press,
the publisher, said Sunday so
many people prefer to look up
words using its online product
that it is uncertain whether the
dictionary’s next edition will
be printed on paper at all.

The digital version of the Ox-
ford English Dictionary n o w
gets 2 million hits a month from
subscribers, who pay $295 a
year for the service in the U.S.

In contrast, the current
printed edition — a 20-volume,
£750 ($1,165) set published in
1989 — has sold about 30,000
sets in total.

It is just one more sign that
the speed and ease of using In-
ternet reference sites — and
their ability to be quickly up-
dated — are phasing out printed
reference books. Google and
Wikipedia are much more pop-
ular research tools than the En-
cyclopaedia Britannica, and
dozens of free online dictionar-
ies offer word meanings at the
click of a mouse. Dictio-
nary.com even offers a free
iPhone application.

By the time the lexicogra-
phers behind the century-old
Oxford English Dictionary fin-
ish revising and updating its
third edition — a gargantuan
task that will take a decade or
more — publishers doubt
there will be a market for the
printed form.

‘‘At present we are experi-
encing increasing demand for
the online product,’’ a state-
ment from the publisher said.
‘‘However, a print version will
certainly be considered if
there is sufficient demand at
the time of publication.’’

Nigel Portwood, chief exec-
utive of Oxford University
Press, told The Sunday Times
newspaper in an interview he
didn’t think the newest edition
will be printed. ‘‘The print dic-
tionary market is just disap-
pearing. It is falling away by
tens of percent a year,’’ he
said.

His comment related pri-
marily to the full-length dictio-
nary, but he said the conve-

nience of the electronic format
also is affecting demand for its
shorter dictionaries.

It is too early to predict
whether digital dictionaries
will completely wipe out the
printed format, and Portwood
stressed that Oxford Universi-
ty Press has no plans to stop
publishing print dictionaries.
Schools still rely primarily on
printed versions, the publish-
er said, and demand for its
best-seller, the Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary, is still
high among nonnative English
learners.

Ben Robinson owns a micro-
print version of the full Oxford
that requires a magnifying
glass to read, but the London
part-time writer said he rare-
ly uses it these days. Instead,
he now consults the iPhone
dictionary and thesaurus most
often, and sometimes uses the
online Oxford English Dictio-
nary when he wants to find out
the full history or more mean-
ings of a word.

‘‘Few people own the full
version so maybe now that it is
online more people can gain
access to it,’’ said the 30-year-
old. He would still mourn the
loss of the printed version, he
added.

Launched in 2000, the online
Oxford also makes it easier for
its publisher to catch up with

rapid semantic changes and
new words.

Editors put updates out ev-
ery three months. In March,
for example, they added
words such as ‘‘techy’’ and ‘‘su-
perbug’’ to the online version.

The dictionary was first
published in parts starting in
1884. It kept growing for de-
cades until the complete text
went out in 1928. It was the
first comprehensive English
dictionary since Samuel John-
son’s ‘‘A Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Language’’ was published
in 1755, and has since evolved
to become the accepted au-
thority on the meaning and
history of words.

The version users now con-
sult — the second edition — has
291,500 entries, plus 2.4 million
quotations as sources. Unlike
shorter printed versions such as
the single-volume Oxford Dic-
tionary of English, it doesn’t
track current usage.

A team of 80 lexicographers
are preparing the third edition
of the dictionary, which is just
one-quarter finished. Oxford
University Press hasn’t yet
given a date for when the third
edition will be ready.

In December, the online
version will be relaunched to
include a historical thesaurus
to make cross-referencing
easier.

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obama not worried about rumors
New Orleans AP

President Barack Obama said Sunday he is not worried about a
recent poll showing that nearly one-fifth of Americans believe
he is a Muslim.

‘‘The facts are the facts,’’ said Obama, who is a Christian. In
an interview broadcast on ‘‘NBC Nightly News,’’ the president
blamed the confusion over his religious beliefs on ‘‘a network of
misinformation that in a new media era can get churned out
there constantly.’’

A poll released earlier this month by the nonpartisan Pew
Research Center showed that 18 percent of people believe
Obama is Muslim. That was up from 11 percent who said so in
March 2009. Just 34 percent said Obama is Christian, down from
48 percent who said so last year.

‘‘I’m not gonna be worrying too much about whatever rumors
are floating on out there,’’ Obama said Sunday. ‘‘If I spend all my
time chasing after that, then I wouldn’t get much done.’’

Asked about persistent accusations that he was not born in the
United States, the president responded, ‘‘I can’t spend all my
time with my birth certificate plastered on my forehead.’’

U.S. condemns Israel rabbi’s remarks
Washington AFP-JIJI

The United States on Sunday condemned as ‘‘deeply offensive’’
remarks by an influential Israeli rabbi who said he hopes
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas will ‘‘vanish from our
world.’’

‘‘We regret and condemn the inflammatory statements by
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef,’’ State Department spokesman Philip
Crowley said in a statement. ‘‘These remarks are not only
deeply offensive, but incitement such as this hurts the cause of
peace.’’

Ovadia, who heads a religious party in Israel’s ruling
coalition, expressed hope in his weekly sermon Saturday that
‘‘all the nasty people who hate Israel, like Abu Mazen (Abbas),
vanish from our world.’’

‘‘May God strike them down with the plague along with all the
nasty Palestinians who persecute Israel,’’ he added.

Crowley pointed out that the remarks do not reflect the view of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who is due in
Washington this week for direct peace talks with Abbas.

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat condemned the
remarks as ‘‘an incitement to genocide,’’ and urged the Israeli
government ‘‘to do more about peace and stop spreading
hatred.’’

Trapped miners speak with family
CopiapoChile AFP-JIJI

Chile’s 33 trapped miners spoke for the first time with their loved
ones Sunday, reassuring each other in brief but moving
conversations by radio-telephone after 24 days underground.

Limited to one minute per miner, the wives, mothers and
fathers lined up for their first person-to-person conversations
since a cave-in Aug. 5 blocked the miners’ exit from the San Jose
gold and copper mine. The conversations were morale boosters
for miners and their families, who must wait three to four
months to be rescued. Until now, they only have been able to
exchange written messages and video images relayed through
narrow probe holes.

Out of sight of family and media, engineers finished
assembling a powerful Strata 950 drill to bore through more than
700 meters of rock and earth to reach the miners. A delay in the
arrival of a missing part set back the schedule by several hours
but ‘‘drilling will begin on Monday,’’ Mining Minister Laurence
Goldborne told reporters Sunday.

Cuba arrests eight more dissidents
Havana AFP-JIJI

Cuban dissidents Sunday accused the government of rounding
up more political prisoners — even as Havana continued freeing
dozens of detained activists in a deal reached last month with
Catholic leaders and Spain. Activists said three of the newly
detained dissidents are being held in Havana, and five others in
Guantanamo, in eastern Cuba.

Opposition leaders said the detainees in the Cuban capital are
Luis Labrador, Eduardo Perez and Michel Rodriguez, all of whom
were arrested Aug. 16 during a protest at the University of Havana.

‘‘They committed no crime, they were just exercising their
rights of free speech and free assembly, but were arrested all
the same,’’ said Sarah Marta Fonseca, who was briefly detained
at the same protest, but later released.

Meanwhile, Cuban dissident leader Elizardo Sanchez said
that five other dissidents were arrested Aug. 12 for attending a
political meeting at a private home in Guantanamo.

Kyrgyz independence day

Al-Qaida has grown increasingly decentralized,
relying on amateurs to recruit local cells for
smaller attacks. The slack remote control such
plots often require leaves greater room for error.

Potential terrorist?: David Jakobsen, one of three men accused of plotting acts of terrorism against Norway and two other
countries, is escorted from Oslo municipal court on July 26. AP

Region’s first parliamentary democracy rises
Marat Dzhamanbaev
AMBASSADOR OF KYRGYZ TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the Indepen-
dence Day of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, I would like to convey
my sincerest
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, and
the government
and people of
Japan. I also welcome this op-
portunity to congratulate my
countrymen on this happy oc-
casion and I express my em-
bassy’s appreciation to our
friends in Japan for their mar-
velous support and assistance
in promoting the good relations
between our friendly peoples.

We represent a beautiful
country Kyrgyzstan, located in
the heart of Central Eurasia.
Imagine that in the midst of the
world-class Tien Shan Moun-
tains, there exists a democracy
with great opportunities for di-
verse cooperation between our
country and other nations. The
tolerant and educated Kyrgyz

people are also known for their
generosity, friendliness and
hospitality.

On April 7, hundreds of thou-
sands of Kyrgyz citizens brave-
ly defended their democracy.
They were animated by a pro-
found yearning to create a soci-
ety built on the rule of law, a so-
ciety that respects the rights
and dreams of all individuals.
My government, which came to
power just four month ago, was
charged with giving this vision
meaningful expression through
fair legislation, above all,
through our own behavior in ex-
ecuting our responsibilities
with honesty and integrity.

On June 27, Kyrgyzstan held
a nationwide referendum on the
new constitution that particu-
larly envisages a parliamenta-
ry republic in the country.

According to results on t h e
referendum, 90.84 percent of
voters approved the amend-
ments to the constitution,
whereas 7.84 percent voted
against it. Total turnout was
around 70 percent of all regis-
tered voters.

The result means Kyrgyz-
stan will be the region’s first

parliamentary democracy.
Voters also endorsed interim
leader Roza Otunbayeva as
president for the transitional
period until Dec. 31, 2011. Her
inauguration comes after the
country voted to adopt a new
constitution in referendum.

Kyrgyzstan has become the
first former Soviet country in
Central Asia to have a female
head of state.

Otunbayeva served as the
country’s first postindepen-
dence foreign minister in 1991
under President Askar Akayev.
She again held the post in the
mid-1990s and served as acting
foreign minister in 2005 after
the People’s, or ‘‘Tulip,’’ Revo-
lution that toppled Akayev.

Parliamentary elections in
my country will take place Oct.
10. The government of the Kyr-
gyz Republic has been instruct-
ed to ensure free, fair and
transparent elections in com-
pliance with the republic’s leg-
islation.

The Kyrgyz Republic is will-
ing to expand traditionally
friendly relations with Japan in
all areas. Since the start of the
relations, the Official Develop-

ment Assistance projects have
amounted to around half a bil-
lion dollars. Now the govern-
ment of Japan has adopted a de-
cision to allocate $20 million to
Kyrgyzstan for restoration pur-
poses. The decision was adopted
during the meeting of Minister
of Foreign Affairs Ruslan Ka-
zakbaev and his Japanese coun-
terpart, Katsuya Okada.

The talks were held during a
meeting of foreign ministers in
the dialogue Central Asia and
Japan on Aug. 8. Kazakbaev
noted that Kyrgyzstan is al-
ways in favor of integration in
Central Asia and is working
closely with Japan in the inter-
est of balanced and sustainable
development in the region.

The Foreign Minister Okada
assured that Japan is ready to
assist in the democratic devel-
opment of Kyrgyzstan.

In my capacity as ambassa-
dor to Japan of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, I would like to reiterate
my commitment to contribute
to the further strengthening
and development of the ties of
friendship and cooperation be-
tween the Kyrgyz Republic and
Japan.
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