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Officials cleared of destroying waterboarding videos

CIA ducks criminal
charges over tapes
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

A special prosecutor cleared
the CIA’s former top clandes-
tine officer and others Tues-
day of any criminal charges
for destroying agency video-
tapes that showed water-
boarding of terrorist suspects,
but he continued to investigate
whether the harsh questioning
went beyond legal boundaries.

The decision not to prose-
cute anyone in the videotape
destruction came five years to
the day after the CIA des-
troyed its cache of 92 videos of
two al-Qaida operatives, Abu
Zubaydah and Abd al-Nashiri,
being subjected to water-
boarding, which evokes the
sensation of drowning. The
deadline for prosecuting
someone under most federal
laws is five years.

The part of the nearly
three-year criminal investi-
gation that is examining
whether U.S. interrogators
went beyond the legal guid-
ance given them on the rough
treatment of suspects will
continue, a Justice Depart-
ment official said.

CIA Director Leon P a n e t t a
said the agency welcomes the
decision, and ‘‘we will continue,
of course, to cooperate with the
Department of Justice on any
other aspects of the former pro-
gram that it reviews.’’

Jose Rodriguez, who was
the CIA’s top clandestine offi-
cer when the tapes were des-
troyed, worried that the vid-
eos would be devastating to
the agency if they ever sur-

faced; he approved their de-
struction. Rodriguez’s order
was at odds with years of di-
rectives from CIA lawyers
and the White House.

Rodriguez’ lawyer, Robert
Bennett, said the department
made ‘‘the right decision be-
cause of the facts and the law’’
and called his client ‘‘a true pa-
triot who only wanted to protect
his people and his country.’’

In January 2008, President
George W. Bush’s last attorney
general, Michael Mukasey, ap-
pointed Assistant U.S. Attorney
John Durham a special prose-
cutor to investigate the video-
tape destruction. Later, Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s attorney
general, Eric Holder, added the
inquiry into the conduct of the
harsh questioning.

A team of prosecutors and
FBI agents led by Durham has
conducted an exhaustive inves-
tigation into the matter, said
Matthew Miller, chief J u s t i c e
Department spokesman.

‘‘As a result of that investi-
gation, Mr. Durham has con-
cluded that he will not pursue
criminal charges for the de-
struction of the interrogation
videotapes,’’ Miller said.

The department’s carefully
phrased announcement did
not rule out the possibility of
charging someone with lying
to investigators looking into
the tape destruction.

Separately, the Justice De-
partment advised the House of
Representatives and Senate ju-
diciary committees that it had
reviewed newly found e-mails
sent by Bush administration
lawyer John Yoo and stands by

a conclusion that Yoo did not
commit professional m i s c o n -
duct in authorizing CIA interro-
gators to use waterboarding and
other harsh tactics. The depart-
ment’s letter to the committees,
obtained Tuesday by The Asso-
ciated Press, stood by the earli-
er finding that Yoo had merely
exhibited poor judgment.

CIA officers began the vid-
eotaping to show that Abu Zu-
baydah was brought to a se-
cret CIA prison in Thailand al-
ready wounded from a
firefight and to prove that in-
terrogators followed broad
rules Washington had laid out.

Almost as soon as taping be-
gan, top officials at agency
headquarters in Langley, Va.,
began discussing whether to
destroy the tapes, according
to current and former U.S. of-
ficials and others close to the
investigation.

Dozens of CIA officers and
contractors cycled in and out
of Thailand to help with the
questioning. If those videos ev-
er surfaced, officials feared,
nearly all those people could
be identified.

Despite clear standing or-
ders from the Bush White
House not to destroy the tapes
without checking with admin-
istration officials, momen-
tum for their destruction
grew in late 2005 as CIA Thai-
land station chief Mike Wino-
grad prepared to retire, cur-
rent and former U.S. officials
have said.

Winograd had the tapes in
his safe and believed they
should be destroyed, officials
said.

IN BRIEF
---------------------------------------

Key demand left out
in Iranian talks offer
Tehran/Brussels AP, AFP-JIJI

Iran offered Tuesday to
resume nuclear talks with the
United States and other world
powers, although it set a
possible deal-breaking ground
rule by insisting that a key
international demand be left
off the table.

Iran proposed a resumption
of its negotiations in Istanbul
on Nov. 23 or Dec. 5,
diplomatic sources said
Tuesday. The offer came in
the form of a letter from Iran’s
chief nuclear negotiator,
Saeed Jalili, responding to an
earlier proposal from EU
chief diplomat Catherine
Ashton for talks in Vienna
from Nov. 15 to 18.

However, Iran ruled out any
discussion of a nuclear fuel
exchange deal like the one it
balked at last year and which
was meant to ensure it could
not divert material to nuclear
weapons production.

Cholera cases soar
in Haitian capital
Port-au-Prince AFP-JIJI

Cholera reached the Haitian
capital Tuesday with 73
recorded cases and the first
death in Port-au-Prince,
raising fears the epidemic
could spread through the city’s
sprawling slums and spiral
out of control.

‘‘Port-au-Prince is a large
urban slum with very poor
water and sanitation
conditions. This is ripe for the
rapid spread of cholera. We
have to be prepared for it,’’
said top U.N. health official
Jon Andrus.

The capital’s first cholera
fatality was reported Tuesday
in Saint Catherine’s Hospital,
a clinic run by the aid group
MSF-Belgique in the city’s
largest slum, Cite Soleil.

Mystery vapor trail floors agencies
Experts shoot down missile theory for contrail
spotted just off coast of Southern California

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

A series of U.S. government
agencies said Tuesday that
they cannot explain what cre-
ated a vapor trail that lit up
the sky Monday night over
Southern California.

But a series of civilian ex-
perts said they could. It was not
a missile, they said, as many
conjectured, but an airplane.

Video posted online showed
an object flying off the Pacific
coast near Los Angeles, leaving
a large contrail that turned
pink in the setting sun. A news
helicopter owned by KCBS, a
CBS affiliate in Los Angeles,
shot the video. At sunset, the
contrail looked like one created

by a missile launch. That theo-
ry got legs once another CBS af-
filiate, KFMB in San Diego,
showed the clip to Robert Ells-
worth, a former deputy secre-
tary of defense and ambassa-
dor to NATO, to get his
thoughts. ‘‘It’s spectacular. . . .
It takes people’s breath away,’’
he said. He called the projectile
‘‘a big missile.’’

Reporters asked the Penta-
gon, air force, navy, North
American Aerospace Defense
Command, U.S. Northern
Command and the Federal
Aviation Administration what
the thing in the evening sky
was. But none of them knew.

NORAD did say the contrail
was not the result of a foreign
military launching a missile.

It added, reassuringly, that
the United States was not in
danger.

The FAA said that private
businesses would need to ap-
ply for a license to launch a
missile and that none had. It
also said that a review of ra-
dar tapes of the region re-
vealed no fast-moving uniden-
tified objects.

Adm. Gary Roughead, chief
of naval operations, told re-
porters and editors at The
Washington Post that it
‘‘wasn’t a navy missile.’’ But
he declined to go into more de-
tail. He did, however, appear
to be smiling when he said it.

Said John Pike, a defense
and aerospace expert who
runs GlobalSecurity.org:
‘‘This thing is so obviously an
airplane contrail, and yet ap-
parently all the king’s horses
and all the king’s men can’t

find someone to stand up and
say it.’’ He added, ‘‘I guess the
president’s out of town.’’

The object, Pike said, was
moving too slowly to be a mis-
sile, adding, ‘‘There’s a reason
that they’re called rockets.’’

It looked like a missile
launch, he said, because of an
optical illusion that made the
contrail appear as though it
started on the ground and
zoomed straight up.

In reality, he said, the con-
trail began on the horizon and
ran parallel to the ground.

‘‘It was an unusually clear
day,’’ he said. So what looked
like a missile launch 55 km off
the coast of Los Angeles was
actually the contrail of a jet
that stretched 485 km into the
distance, he said.

‘‘At the end of the day, you
really have to go with the sim-
plest explanation,’’ he added.

Poland independence day

Commemoration: Lazienki Park in Warsaw is home to a monument of composer Frederic
Chopin. This year is the 200th anniversary of his birth. EMBASSY OF POLAND

Medieval: Completed in 1406 by the Teutonic Order, Malbork Castle is a classic example of a
Gothic fortress and is designated a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Source of conjecture: This video grab shows what looks like the vapor trail of a missile launched off the California coast
Monday. Civilian experts, however, believe the contrail was produced by an airplane. AP

Strong bonds of friendship despite distance
Miroslaw Zasada
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE REPUBLIC

OF POLAND

------------------------------------------

On the auspicious occasion o f
the National Day of the Repub-
lic of Poland I would like to ex-
tend my respectful greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties the
Emperor Akihi-
to and the Em-
press Michiko,
the Imperial
Family, the gov-
ernment and the
Japanese na-
tion. It is my honor and plea-
sure to greet also the distin-
guished readers of The Japan
Times on the occasion of our In-
dependence Day, commemo-
rating the regaining of indepen-
dence and freedom in 1918.

Poland and Japan, though

geographically distant, have
become increasingly close be-
cause of so many things that
bind us historically and the nu-
merous values we share. To-
day, we assess the political re-
lations between Poland and Ja-
pan as excellent, even
exemplary. I welcome the
growing intensity of political
contacts between our countries
in the past year. In March, the
speaker of the Senate of the Re-
public of Poland and a group of
Polish senators paid an official
visit to Japan.

This year, on April 10, one of
the biggest tragedies in the his-
tory of contemporary Poland
occurred. On their way to the
commemorations of the 70th
Anniversary of the Katyn
Crime, the President of the Re-
public of Poland Lech Kaczyn-
ski and his wife, Maria Kaczyn-

ska, who had visited Japan in
2008 and were great friends of
Japan, were killed in a plane
crash near the city of Smolensk
in Russia. I would like to ex-
press my gratitude for condo-
lences and words of compas-
sion conveyed by His Majesty
the Emperor Akihito, the prime
minister of Japan, the minister
of foreign affairs as well as oth-
er representatives of the gov-
ernment of Japan, governors,
foreign embassies, many Japa-
nese organizations, business
associations, cultural institu-
tions, companies and private
persons. We were deeply
touched by sympathy that
flowed to us from all corners.

Economic cooperation be-
tween Poland and Japan in 2010
was dominated by activities in
the energy sector, which evi-
dently strengthened coopera-

tion between both economies in
this particular field.

In March, in Cancun, Mexi-
co, the ministers of economy of
Poland and Japan signed the
Memorandum of Cooperation
in the peaceful use of nuclear
energy in Poland. Implementa-
tion of the agreement was fur-
ther discussed during the visit
of Hanna Trojanowska, the Pol-
ish government commissioner
for nuclear power, who came to
Japan in May. The visit was fol-
lowed by the exchange of visits
of numerous missions of the
representatives of the Japa-
nese and Polish industries and
institutions related to the nucle-
ar energy sector to Poland and
to Japan.

In September, during the vis-
it of representatives of the Pol-
ish Ministry of Economy to Ja-
pan, the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on cooperation in
the use of coal was signed b y
the Institute of Chemical Pro-
cessing of Coal in Zabrze
(IChPW), the Central Mining
Institute in Katowice (GIG)
and the Japan Coal Energy
Center (JCOAL). The agree-
ment paves the way for further
cooperation in development of
highly efficient next-generation
power technologies, clean coal
technologies, carbon capture
and storage and sustainable
management of coal resources.

Cooperation in environmen-
tally friendly technologies un-
der the Kyoto Protocol Green
Investment Scheme was one of
the main topics discussed dur-
ing the visit of the Polish minis-
ter of environment to Japan at
the beginning of November.

A very good performance of
the Polish economy in 2009 and
2010 has drawn the attention of
Japanese investors. After the
recent turbulence of the finan-
cial markets, Japanese compa-
nies are looking for investment
opportunities in countries with
a stable economic outlook.

This year, we celebrate the
200th anniversary of Frederic
(Fryderyk) Chopin’s birth.
The celebrations include nu-
merous concerts as well as ex-
hibitions, film screenings and
theatrical performances. A
special concert in February
inaugurated the celebrations
of Chopin Year in Japan. Lat-
er this year many Polish art-
ists came to perform in Tokyo
and other Japanese cities.
There is one more special
event yet to come in Decem-
ber: a banquet in honor of all
Japanese participants of the
International Chopin Piano
Competition in Warsaw. Am-
bassador of Poland Dr. Jadwi-
ga Rodowicz-Czechowska de-
cided to organize this histori-
cal meeting in order to
express Poland’s gratitude to
the generations of Japanese
pianists for spreading the
awareness about our country
among the people of Japan
through Chopin’s music.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to convey our grati-
tude to all our Japanese friends
who organized and joined con-
certs of Polish music, and exhi-
bitions of Polish art, perfor-
mances of Polish theater and
screenings of Polish films. Po-
land’s greatest contribution to
culture undoubtedly is in film.

No fewer than three of the
world’s top directors are Pol-
ish: Roman Polanski, Krzysz-
tof Kiezlowski and Andrzej
Wajda. Please allow me to in-
vite the esteemed readers of
The Japan Times to the Polish
Film Festival to be held at Ebi-
su Garden Cinema in Tokyo
from Dec. 4 through 10. All
films, to be screened for the
first time in Japan, display an
entirely new approach to de-
picting Polish history and
present-day life. Some of them
are serious, some are light and
all have a common theme —
love. I encourage you to take
this short trip to Poland
through participating in the
Polish Film Festival in Japan.
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