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Belgium king’s day

Witnessing a remarkable year for relations with Japan

Johan Maricou
AMBASSADOR OF BELGIUM TO JAPAN

Four years ago to the day, I pre-
sented my credentials to His
Majesty the Emperor Akihito
and together we
evoked the
warm friend-
ship between
our Imperial
and Royal fami-
lies, which over
many years has
been of crucial
importance for the develop-
ment of the current excellent
ties between our two countries
in almost all areas. Relations
between Japan and Belgium
are void of any problems,
meaning that being Belgium’s
ambassador in Tokyo is a much
rewarding task.

The present year has been a
remarkable one for bilateral
relations. April 8 saw the grand
opening of the new embassy
building in the presence of
Prime Minister Yves Leterme,
Vice Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Steven
Vanackere, and of many repre-
sentatives of the Japanese and
local authorities, including
State Secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs Tetsuro Fukuyama and
Chiyoda Ward Mayor Masami
Ishikawa. The grand opening
and reception were concluded
at Kioi Hall with a recital by pi-
anist Ikuyo Kamiya and violist
Yayoi Toda, who were a finalist
and a first prize winner of the
Queen Elisabeth International
Music Competition, respective-
ly, in 1972 and 1993. Their Impe-
rial Highnesses Prince and
Princess Hitachi honored this
concert with their gracious
presence.

On the occasion of his visit to
Japan, Prime Minister Let-
erme met with then Prime Min-
ister Yukio Hatoyama for high-
level talks on a wide range of is-
sues of global and bilateral in-
terest while Foreign Minister
Vanackere’s agenda included
meetings with his then Japa-
nese counterpart, Katsuya
Okada, and then Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry
Masayuki Naoshima. During
their three-day visit to Japan,
the prime and foreign ministers
had meetings with more than a
dozen CEQ’s and chairmen of
major Japanese companies in
Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka, al-
most all of them well present in

Belgium for several decades
with important investments.

On that same occasion, For-
eign Minister Vanackere par-
ticipated at a well-attended
seminar on business and invest-
ment opportunities in Belgium.
A recent comparative study
about the business environ-
ment in Belgium carried out by
KPMG and looking at the four
areas of global attractiveness,
headquarters and holding com-
panies, logistics and research
and development, shows that
Belgium is often ranked top
when it comes to real perfor-
mance. Reality easily over-
comes perception. Belgium
therefore remains a favorite
destination for investment by
Japanese companies and this
for many reasons, such as the
existence of a highly educated
and efficient workforce, the ex-
cellent quality of life, the avail-
ability of world-class harbors
with easy links to a strongly de-
veloped hinterland, a low effec-
tive tax rate on paid-up capital,
and, of course, also because of
the presence of major Europe-
an institutions in Brussels, Bel-
gium’s capital. It is no wonder
then that over the last 40 years,
close to 200 Japanese compa-
nies have selected Belgium for
securing part of their activities
in Europe by establishing pro-
duction units, European head-
quarters, business offices,
banks, facilities for logistics
and distribution, R&D centers,
ete., in my country. This trend
has been confirmed in the pre-
sent year with an important
number of acquisitions by Jap-
anese companies in particular
in highly specialized, innova-
tive and future-oriented sectors
of economic activity.

Anniversary: King Albert Il of Belgium (right) and his wife, Queen Paola (center), appear in
Brussels on Belgium National Day on July 21. ap

From July 1 until the end of
this year, Belgium is holding
the rotating presidency of the
Council of the European Union.
This is the first Belgian presi-
dency under the Treaty of Lis-
bon, which in terms of external
representation of the EU start-
ed to be fully applicable in To-
kyo on April 29, i.e. the day fol-
lowing the last Japan-EU sum-
mit. In its capacity of rotating
president, Belgium hosted the
ASEM 8 Summit in Brussels
from Oct. 4 to 5, gathering the
heads of state or government of
Asia-Europe Meeting member
states, including Prime Minis-
ter Naoto Kan. On the occasion
of this ASEM summit, an exhi-
bition of Asian art — “A pas-
sage to Asia” — was staged in
Brussels, highlighting the histo-
ry of exchanges and interaction

Royalty: King Albert Il and Queen Paola sit for a family portrait.
© FPS CHANCERY PRIME MINISTER-DGCE / WIM ROBBERECHTS
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ROYCE’ CONFECT CO., LTD.
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between Europe and Asia
across the ages. We are ex-
tremely grateful to Japan’s
Agency for Cultural Affairs and
to the Tokyo National Museum
for having lent out a large num-
ber of works of art and docu-
ments for that event.

At the high-level segment of
the COP10 biodiversity confer-
ence in Nagoya from Oct. 27 to
29, Belgium was in the chair of
the EU Council of Environ-
ment’s delegation with Flemish
Minister Joke Schauvliege
heading the Belgian and EU
delegation. Thanks to tremen-
dous efforts and the commit-

ment of all parties and in par-
ticular of Japan as the host
country, this conference ar-
rived at an agreement securing
the future of the world’s biodi-
versity.

Listing all major cultural
events of the past year would
lead me too far, but I need to
mention three major art exhibi-
tions that are touring Japan
during Belgium’s rotating pres-
idency of the EU Council. They
are “The World of Bruegel in
Black & White” (engravings
from the collection of the Royal
Library in Brussels), “From
Ensor to Magritte” (paintings

from the collection of the Royal
Museum of Fine Arts in Ant-
werp) and “The Light of Flan-
ders” (showing works of the
three generations of the famous
Latem School of painters).

I am also happy to announce
that Korean-Japanese citizen
Kim Seikyo has taken up only a
few weeks ago his position as
the new conductor of the Flem-
ish Symphonic Orchestra.

Finally, on Nov. 4, the em-
bassy staged again a recital
with the renowned Brussels
String Quartet, which was
joined by Japanese pianist Mu-
sica Miyazawa. Her Imperial
Majesty Michiko accepted the
invitation to honor this recital
with her most gracious pres-
ence.

Finally, I would like to recall
Salvatore Adamo’s comeback
to Japan with full-house con-
certs and standing ovations last
October in Tokyo, Sapporo, Na-
goya and Osaka.

A last word. It is my sincere
wish that the new embassy
building will, just like the previ-
ous one, prove an attractive
place for homely get-togethers
for Japanese and Belgian
friends of all walks of life. Our
old embassy enjoyed a rich tra-
dition of pleasant functions,
concerts, seminars and recep-
tions. Be assured that I, togeth-
er with my successors in Tokyo,
will be eager to continue this
tradition, thereby contributing
to further shape the very
friendly relations between our
countries and peoples.

Brussels has much to offer visitors

Brussels, with its numerous
parks, is the greenest capital
in Europe. As capital of the
European Union, it is also a
cosmopolitan city at a cultur-
al and linguistic crossroads,
a city of the arts with many
famous museums.

Its lively atmosphere cou-
pled with a gastronomic rep-
utation make an essential
contribution to the local life-
style.

A multicultural city with a
thousand faces, Brussels has
surprises in store at every
street corner. A majestic his-
toric center, a unique ambi-
ence, a huge array of activi-
ties for both younger and old-
er people, and moderate
prices — the capital of Bel-
gium and Europe holds all
the trump cards!

Brussels won’t disappoint
you, for this city is a veritable
chameleon where you can slip
directly from one universe to
another! You only need to
walk a few meters from the
working-class Marolles to the
aristocratic Sablonc in the
same way you can pass from
the medieval Grand Place full
of tourists to the very trendy
St. Gery district! In the same
sort of contrasts, the sophisti-
cated futurism of glass-front-
ed office buildings often sits
next door to stylish neoclassi-
cal or modern-style houses!

Wallonia, the southern re-
gion of Belgium, is one of Eu-
rope’s best-preserved natural
areas. It is a convivial region
and as a travel destination the
south of Belgium certainly
measures up to the rest of the

country.

The provinces of Wallonia
all have particular identi-
ties: Hainaut has art, re-
nowned UNESCO festivals
and transformed industrial
venues; Liege has exclusive
belle epoque trappings and
former monasteries; Namur
has plenty of activities in and
around rocky river valleys;
Walloon Brabant benefits
from its rustic tranquillity
and its closeness to Brussels;
Luxembourg has castles,
small villages and wild,
green nature.

For more information: visit
http://www.belgium-travel.jp

With information provided by the
Belgian Tourist Office
Wallonia-Brussels
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The Japan — Belgium Society
Takao Kusakari, President

Yusen Bldg., 3-2, Marunouchi 2-chome,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0005
Tel. 03-3284-6564

“Tapis de Fleurs”: The Grand Place in Brussels is covered by
a flower carpet from Aug. 12-15.© www.OPT.BE / J.P.REMY

Brussels’ biennial flower carpet

As the biennial tradition requires, Brussels’ Grand Place was
covered with a carpet of flowers in August. This year, however,the
theme of the traditional flower carpet was the Belgian presidency of
the Council of the European Union, a rotating post the country is
holding until the end of the year.

Visitors who went to the Grand Place via one of the seven roads
leading to it were treated to a dazzling spectacle on a surface area of
over 2,000 sq. meters. This magnificent flower composition
demanded months of preparation. About a million begonias were
needed for it, placed close to each other to create motifs and provide
contrasts and tones for the design of the artwork, which has no equal
anywhere in the world. The task was carried out by 120 volunteers.
They created a microclimate with a constant level of humidity to
ensure the freshness and color of these typically Belgian flowers. All
the work was done in a period of 48 hours.

So what images did the flower carpet show this year? First, in two
diagonally opposite corners, visitors saw St. Michael felling the
dragon, the symbol of the city of Brussels, which was established
over 1,000 years ago. In the other two corners they saw a stylized
yellow and blue iris, the emblem of the Brussels Capital Region.
Between the two there was a synthesis of the Gothic architecture of
the buildings surrounding the carpet of flowers. In the middle the
three different versions of the logo of the presidency of the Council of
the European Union were portrayed - the “eu,” a creation of Antoine
Durieux, a young Belgian designer. Finally, 12 fountains rounded the
whole thing off.

The opening ceremony took place on Aug. 12 at 8:30 p.m. This
fleeting masterpiece could be admired for just three days. In keeping
with tradition, visitors were able to look at the flower carpet from the
balcony of the City Hall.

To add luster to the opening ceremony, six young singers, The
Brussels Vocal Project, interpreted a repertoire of Belgian
composers written especially for them. The project developed from
the vocal ensemble lessons led by David Linx at the Royal
Conservatory in Brussels. Each piece has its own universe, from jazz
to contemporary, ballads and groove. Surprising harmonies and
rhythms were passed in review, all constructed around one central
theme, a composition by the great Belgian composer Pierre Van
Dormael, “The Art of Love.”

Text provided by FPS Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation

Tradition: The Binche Carnival, with participants dressed as
Gilles, is one of most ancient in Wallonia.© opT/ALEXKOUPRIANOFF
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JANSSEN PHARMACEUTICAL K K.

5-2, Nishi-kanda 3-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0065
Tel: (03) 4411-7700
http://www.janssen.co.jp
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Kaneka Belgium N.V., an important part of our global networks,
plays a major role in tracking futuristic trends and
information in and around Europe that can lead to further challenges.
Kaneka Belgium N.V., as a producer of specialty plastics such as MBS resins,
polyolefin foams, and silyl-terminated polyethers for sealants and adhesives,

is also a leading supplier in the region.

KANEKA CORPORATION

2-4, 3-CHOME NAKANOSHIMA KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-8288, Japan

Tel (06) 6226-5050

Fax (06) 6226-5037

Congratulations

to the people of Belgium
on their King's Day

Manneken

BELGIAN WAFFLE

ROSEN CO.,LTD.

12-7 Toyotsu-cho, Suita-shi, Osaka 564-0051, Japan
Tel: (06) 6380-1414 Fax:(06) 6337-1655
http://www.manneken.co.jp
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NYK.,

NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA

3-2, Marunouchi 2 chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan
Tel: 03-3284-5151

http://www.nyk.com
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Belgium king's

Strong support improves, expands activities

Takao Kusakari
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BELGIUM SOCIETY

On the occa-
sion of the
Kingdom of
Belgium’s
King’s Day, I
extend my
heartfelt con-
gratulations on
behalf of the
Japan-Belgium Society. It is
indeed a matter for rejoicing
that His Majesty King Albert
II, Her Majesty Queen Paola
and the Royal Family of Bel-

gium are in good health.

I am pleased to note that Ja-
pan and Belgium have long en-
joyed very close relations not
only in the realm of econom-
ics, politics and diplomacy,
but also in cultural and social
spheres. It goes without say-
ing that this excellent relation-
ship is based on more than 80
years of good, stable exchange
between Japan’s Imperial
Family and the Royal Family
of Belgium.

This year marks the 41st an-
niversary of the Japan-Bel-
gium Society since its revival

in 1969. Amid the close rela-
tionship between Japan and
Belgium, the activities of the
Japan-Belgium Society have
steadily improved and expan-
ded over the years, thanks to
the strong support of the Bel-
gian Embassy, Belgian orga-
nizations in Japan, local au-
thorities and above all, the 92
corporate and 340 individual
members.

The festive April inaugura-
tion of the new Embassy of
Belgium in Tokyo will certain-
ly be remembered as a mile-
stone of our bilateral rela-

tions. I was extremely hon-
ored to have participated in
the grand opening ceremony
together with the Belgian
prime minister, deputy prime
minister, Ambassador Johan
Maricou and other VIPs. This
was certainly a delightful
event.

I sincerely pray for the
greater prosperity of the King-
dom of Belgium, which is play-
ing an increasingly more im-
portant role in the European
Union. I also pray for the ever-
lasting bonds of friendship be-
tween Japan and Belgium.

Flanders showcases region’s wide variety of art

Antwerp

The new Museum Aan de
Stroom — Museum on the Riv-
er — or MAS for short, is an in-
novative and ambitious pro-
ject. It is being built on the Han-
zestedenplaats, in the center of
“Het Eilandje” (“Little Island”)
where city and port meet and
will open in 2011. The building is
designed as a warehouse with
exhibition spaces, a cafe, a pan-
oramic restaurant and a verti-
cal promenade. MAS will tell
the story of the city and of its in-
habitants, of the river, the port
and the world. The core of the
offerings will be provided by
the collections from the Nation-
al Maritime Museum, the Folk-
lore Museum, the collection of
port-related maritime and in-
dustrial-archaeological objects
and some part of the Vleeshuis
Museum. The collections will
include paintings, drawings,
posters, ceramics, silverware,
wood carvings, tapestries, jew-
elry, archaeological finds, utili-
ty objects, weaponry, home fur-
nishings and ornaments, delft-
ware and ships, dating from
prehistory to the present day.
Photographic and film collec-
tions are essential, and the mu-
seum also recognizes oral histo-
ry as an important part of mod-
ern-day collecting and
collection management.

Bruges

Bruges continues to build on its
image as a dynamic city of cul-
ture in Flanders, Europe and
the world, planning another
large-scale cultural event:
Bruges Central.

“From Van Eyck to Durer”
(until Jan. 30, 2011) at Groen-
inge Museum is central to the
event. Jan van Eyck and Al-
brecht Durer were two titans
who lived during a key period in

Port city: Antwerp has a beautiful 17th-century market square.

Western art history between
the 14th and the 16th centuries.
The Groeninge Museum brings
them together and for the first
time examines the tremendous
influence the Flemish Primi-
tives had on their eastern
neighbors in Central Europe.
Apart from Van Eyck and Du-
rer, it also looks at Campin,
Van der Weyden, Van der Goes
and Memling, as well as Schon-
gauer, Lochner, Altdorfer and
Holbein, and lesser-known
masters from Germany, Aus-
tria, Hungary, the Czech Re-
public, Poland and Estonia. Be-
sides paintings, the exhibition
will comprise sculptures, illu-
minated manuscripts, draw-
ings and engravings.

Ghent

“Hareng-Saur: Ensor and Con-
temporary Art” (until mid-Feb-
ruary 2011) at the Museum of

Fine Arts and S.M.A.K. exam-
ines the relationship between
Ensor and the work of contem-
porary artists. The exhibition is
based on 15 works by Ensor and
works by other artists from
1949, the year of Ensor’s death.
Besides the question of which
contemporary artists have
been inspired by Ensor, an as-
sociative selection is made
based on the question of which
important aspects of Ensor’s
work as a whole play a crucial
role in the work of contempo-
rary artists. Names like Pierre
Alechinsky, Asger Jorn, Jean
Dubuffet, Philip Guston, Jo-

BELGIAN EMBASSY

seph Beuys, Robert Smithson,
Cy Twombly, Arnulf Rainer,
Jannis Kounellis, Guillaume
Bijl, Louise Bourgeois, Paul
McCarthy, the Chapman broth-
ers, Jonathan Meese and Javi-
er come to the fore. Within the
context of this exhibition, both
museums also present a cata-
log in which both perspectives
— contemporary art from En-
sor’s perspective and vice ver-
sa— are dealt with in depth.

With information provided by the
Tourist Officefor Flanders,
Belgium

Sightseeing spots: Bruges (left), with its canals and waterways, is sometimes referred to as ‘“The Venice of the North.”
In nearby Ghent (right), the Graslei in the old city center is lit up at night.© b.DE KIEVTH/ TOERISME VLAANDEREN
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AJANTA ON their ng’s Day

KOJIMACHI: Yurakucho Line, Kojimachi Stn.
Open: Mon.-Sat. 10 A.M.-2 A.M., Sun. 10 A.M.-0 A.M.
Reservations 03-3264-6955

ajanta.com
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Belgian Restaurant
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Champ de Soleil

Issei Kaikan, 1-10-6, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0047
Tel. 03-5281-0333 Fax. 03-5281-0334 http://c-soleil.hp.infoseek.co.jp/
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Bekaert Japan Co., Ltd.

Hatchobori 1st Bldg. 3F, 2-27-10, Hatchobori, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0032
Tel: (03) 5542-7770 Fax: (03) 5542-7771 www.bekaert.com
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GODIVA

Godiva Japan, Inc.

Holland Hills Mori Tower 4F, 5-11-2, Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001

BELGIAN-LUXEMBOURG
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN JAPAN

Chocolatier Tel: (03) 5404-5143 Fax: (03) 5404-5384 www.godiva.co.jp
Puratos Japan Co., Ltd.
2-2-22, Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0001
Tel: (038) 5410-2322 Fax: (03) 5410-2321 www.puratos.co.jp
Members of (In alphabetical order)
(®)BLCCJ The Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Japan

Dai 10 Daitetsu Bldg. 5F, 23, Arakicho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0007
Tel: (03) 6457-8662 Fax: (03) 6457-8663 E-mail: info@bilccj.or.jp URL: http://www.blccj.or.jp
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