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Middleton unlikely to avoid comparisons to the ‘People’s Princess’

Specter of Diana looms
as Kate eyes royal future
London
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

After Prince William finally
proposed to Kate Middleton
following years of courtship,
the big question now is how she
will cope with her new role
amid inevitable comparisons
with Princess Diana.

‘‘Their lives are never going
to be the same from now on.
All eyes are going to be on
Kate now to see if she follows
in Diana’s footsteps,’’ said Joe
Little, managing editor of
Majesty magazine. ‘‘The prob-
lem with Kate is we know
hardly anything about her, it’s
impossible to say how she is
going to perform as a member
of the royal family.’’

Diana and Prince Charles
— William’s parents — had a
fairy-tale wedding in 1981 but
Diana struggled with the me-
dia attention and the con-
straints of being a royal. Their
relationship ended in acrimo-
ny, adultery and divorce.

But Diana carved out a role
for herself as an international
fashion icon and charity cam-
paigner and her death in a
Paris car crash in 1997
plunged Britain into mourning
for the ‘‘People’s Princess.’’

In a mark of his love for his
mother, William has given
Kate Diana’s engagement
ring, officials say.

Judging by Middleton’s con-

duct so far, where she has taken
care not to speak out of line and
has taken a back seat role to her
boyfriend’s career, she is more
likely to take a role akin to
Charles’ second wife, Camilla.

‘‘Camilla came on board as a
supporting wife to Charles and
she has no desire to eclipse him
in the way that Diana did. I
would think Kate would be o  f a
similar opinion — she’ll be
there to support,’’ he said.

Patrick Jephson, who served
as Diana’s private secretary,
said the 28-year-old Middleton
must decide what she wants
and agree on her role with the
rest of the royal family.

‘‘When Diana arrived, no-
body had a serious talk to her
about what she was going to do.
She made it up. She developed
her own style and role and in the
end it got out of synchronization
with the rest of the household,’’
Jephson said. ‘‘Kate’s not just
going into a marriage, she’s go-
ing into a business. . .  . It’s duty
first. In this position, if you don’t
understand what your duty is,
you’re going to come unstuck.’’

Although Middleton and
Prince William have been to-
gether for nearly eight years,
having met at St. Andrews
University in Scotland, she
has sought to keep out of the
spotlight.

The couple had a relatively
normal life at university, un-
disturbed by the media, but

when Middleton moved to Lon-
don after graduating, she was
constantly hounded by the pa-
parazzi — drawing the first
comparisons with Diana.

After a year working for a
fashion label, Kate retreated
to work for her parents’ chil-
dren’s party business — a
move derided by some com-
mentators as simply a way to
fill her time before marriage,
dubbing her ‘‘Waity Katy.’’

Whatever the reason, the
time spent with her parents,
businessman Michael and for-
mer airline stewardess Car-
ole, at the family home in
Berkshire in southeast Eng-
land has helped her maintain a
low profile this year.

All that is set to change.
News of the engagement has
prompted an explosion of me-
dia interest that is only expect-
ed to grow ahead of the wed-
ding — then questions will in-
evitably turn to when the
couple plan to have children.

There is some respite in the
home they will share once they
are married — the newlyweds
are set to move to northwest
Wales where William current-
ly serves as a Royal Air Force
search and rescue pilot.

‘‘She’ll become a service
wife,’’ Dickie Arbiter, Queen
Elizabeth II’s former press
secretary, told the BBC. ‘‘He
will be very much a working
helicopter pilot.’’

U.K. wedding
to ease gloom
over deficit
Royal nuptials
to boost British
tourism sector

London
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The marriage of Prince Wil-
liam and Kate Middleton is like-
ly to give Britain a much-need-
ed shot in the arm as austerity
measures aimed at reining in
its huge deficit begin to bite.

In a kingdom forced to tight-
en its belt, a showpiece royal
wedding could lift the national
mood, giving subjects a glit-
tering event to focus on rather
than the coalition govern-
ment’s spending cuts.

Even the royals are feeling
the pinch, with Queen Eliza-
beth’s state funding frozen once
again at 1990 levels and the staff
Christmas party scrapped.

But a once-in-a-generation
royal wedding of the 28-year-
old second-in-line to the throne
and his attractive girlfriend,
complete with the glamour of
a state occasion and the whirl-
wind of excitement surround-
ing it should provide a splash
of color in the gloom.

‘‘It’s great to have a piece of
unadulterated good news that
everyone can celebrate,’’ Prime
Minister David Cameron said
when asked about the need for
Britain to pull together.

He said it would be a ‘‘great
day of national celebration.’’

The boost in productivity
surrounding nationally shared
events is well documented,
from royal weddings to a good
run for England at the soccer
World Cup.

Deputy Prime Minister
Nick Clegg spoke about what
the occasion would mean for
Britain in the so-called age of
austerity. ‘‘There are lots of
things which people are get-
ting a bit gloomy at the mo-
ment but what I think is so
wonderful is that everybody
will be united in delight and
joy about this,’’ he said.

David Cottle, a columnist
with Dow Jones Newswires,
said that with Britain ‘‘in trouble
. . .  it’s time to play the last ace.’’

‘‘A royal wedding will be a
big money spinner for a U.K.

economy somewhat short of
them,’’ he wrote. ‘‘Think of the
memorabilia, the magazines,
the tourist tat adorned with
pictures of the happy couple;
billions of pounds worth com-
ing right up.’’

Aynsley China said that it
had immediately begun man-
ufacturing special fine bone
china pieces.

‘‘We have had the designs
prepared for some time but
were just waiting for an an-
nouncement,’’ said sales di-
rector John Wallis. ‘‘Royal
weddings are always very
popular with collectors all
over the world.’’

The Royal Crown Derby
porcelain firm has prepared
designs but is waiting for a
wedding date to be named.

‘‘Spending has been down
and we need something like
this to make people feel they
can go out and buy something
to mark a special occasion,’’
said marketing director Si-
mon Willis.

Previous big royal occa-
sions, such at that of William’s
parents, Prince Charles and
Lady Diana Spencer in 1981,
Queen Elizabeth’s coronation
in 1953 or the jubilees of 1977
and 2002, have seen huge cele-
brations across the country.

Such events also generate
greater interest in the royals,
who are one of the biggest
draws for foreign tourists vis-
iting Britain.

Sandie Dawe, chief execu-
tive of tourism agency VisitBri-
tain, said the wedding would be
‘‘an enormous boost for the
British tourism industry.’’

Monarchy-related attrac-
tions typically generate well
over £500 million ($800 mil-
lion) a year for the British
tourism industry, she said.

‘‘We would expect that in a
royal wedding year we would
do even better than that,’’
Dawe said. ‘‘Millions of people
around the world are certain
to see the wedding as the per-
fect moment to come to Brit-
ain to see the young royals.’’

Cameron’s government last
month unveiled the country’s
harshest spending cuts in de-
cades. It plans to ax half a mil-
lion public sector jobs as it
seeks to slash Britain’s record
deficit totaling almost £155 bil-
lion ($246 billion).

Britons warm to Middleton’s natural, unpretentious style
London
AP

------------------------------------------

Kate Middleton’s style is natu-
ral, unforced and unpreten-
tious. She never seems to be
trying too hard or worried
about currying favor with the
glittery world of fashion.

That’s going to help — a lot
— when the naturally beauti-
ful young woman blessed with
poise, dimples, long legs and
perfect posture marries
Prince William next year.

Middleton is already one of
the most photographed wom-
en in Britain — and with Tues-
day’s engagement announce-
ment, she immediately leaps
to the top of the fashion world.
That position was once occu-
pied by Princess Diana, Wil-
liam’s mother, who was killed
in a 1997 car crash in Paris.

Like Diana, whose graceful
style was widely imitated until

her shockingly early death,
Middleton’s choices will be scru-
tinized by fashion editors world-
wide and copied by retailers in
the world’s fashion capitals.

Middleton, 28, already has a
distinctive look, one that em-
phasizes her long brown hair,
pale skin and charismatic
smile. She favors white and
black over splashes of color
and has shied away from Lon-
don’s radical street fashion in
favor of mainstream looks.

‘‘She has a feminine streak,
and she dresses very much for
herself, she’s not a slaving fa-
shionista,’’ said Hilary Alexan-
der, fashion director of The
Telegraph newspaper. ‘‘She’s
never obvious, but there will be
massive pressure on her now.’’

Middleton wears many clas-
sic outfits, and favors full
length, solid-colored coats.
Her look has not changed dra-
matically season to season or

from year to year. There are
already fashion blogs devoted
to Middleton and her fashion
choices. She has not formed
any strong allegiances to spe-
cific designers yet, though she
does favor the work of Daniel-
la Issa Helayel, among others.

Middleton could have been
conjured up by central cast-
ing: She looks right in almost
any setting, from a formal
evening gown — plunging
neckline, fuchsia — to jeans
and a sweater.

She’s only had two unfortu-
nate outfits so far: The sheer
dress she wore over black linge-
rie at a charity fashion show in
2002 — before the royal ro-
mance began — and a yellow,
turquoise and pink rollerblad-
ing outfit at a charity event.

Middleton took a bad spill in
the disco outfit and was photo-
graphed in a rather undignified
position. Still, she was able to

laugh it off, winning the day
with her smile and sense of fun.

Despite the fact that her par-
ents are self-made millionaires,
she does not dress like a wealthy
woman, often shopping at mid-
level stores on British main
streets. When she was photo-
graphed wearing a low-priced
dress from Topshop on her 25th
birthday, the item became an
overnight national sensation,
selling out in 24 hours.

In recent months, she has
shifted more toward custom-
made clothes, and she will un-
doubtedly adopt a more show-
case style once she formally
joins the royal family.

The biggest fashion deci-
sion Middleton faces right now
is what wedding dress she will
choose.

Deborah Joseph, editor of
Brides Magazine, said Middle-
ton will face substantial pres-
sure to choose an English de-

signer, while Alexander said
she expects the princess-to-be
to come up with a surprising
choice for a wedding dress.

‘‘It’s a British royal wedding,
there’s no need to look abroad,’’
said Joseph. ‘‘Obviously there
will be lots of speculation on the
designer now, it depends which
route Kate takes. She may give
a nod to Princess Diana, and
use one of her designers, like
Bruce Oldfield or Amanda
Wakeley, or she may make a
statement of her own.’’

Joseph said Middleton’s de-
cision could define bridal wear
for the next decade, much as
Diana’s choice in 1981 became
the most-copied wedding
dress in history.

Joseph said Middleton faces
another wedding style decision
— what to do with her distinctive
long brown hair. Should it be
completely swept-up — or not?

‘‘I’ve never seen her with

her hair completely up, and
it’s more common now for
brides to wear their hair
down,’’ Joseph said. ‘‘Most
brides don’t want to look like a
completely different person,
you want to look like a better
version of yourself.’’

Latvia national day

Five centuries: Decorating the Christmas tree may have had
its origin in Riga in 1510. LIVE RIGA, RIGA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

Thoroughbred: Kate Middleton
attends a horse race at the
Cheltenham Festival in
Gloucestershire, England, in
March 2007. AFP-JIJI

Happier times: Britain’s Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer pose for a photograph
following the announcement of their engagement in February 1981. AP

Latvia and Japan: Past, present and future
Valdis Zatlers
PRESIDENT OF LATVIA

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the people of Lat-
via, I would like to convey my
sincere greetings and express
the deepest respect to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, to
H.E. Prime Minister Naoto
Kan and the people of Japan. I
would also like to use this op-
portunity to thank The Japan
Times newspaper for being
able to address its readers on
this very special occasion.

Latvia and Japan share deep
historical bonds. The idea of
self-determination, which had
flourished during World War I,
reached Latvia in the early 20th
century and resulted in the
proclamation of independence
of the Republic of Latvia on
Nov. 18, 1918. In years to come
Latvia was recognized by coun-
tries near and far, and Japan
was one of the first countries to
recognize Latvia’s de facto in-
dependence more then 90 years
ago. It was a significant and
challenging historical time for
both countries, and Japan
showed the willingness to build
friendly relations between our
countries. Japan had sent its
first diplomatic envoys to Riga
starting from 1923, six years be-
fore opening the diplomatic
mission in Latvia.

Japan and Latvia have long
enjoyed warm and friendly ties
that have developed in a steady
manner. After the renewal of
diplomatic relations in October
1991, we have experienced the
opening of diplomatic missions
and the exchange of high-level
visits of our officials. We have
established sister-city coopera-
tion and welcomed Japanese
artists in Latvia and vice versa.
Tourism has risen and thus we
have gradually built a deeper
understanding of our cultures.
It was of the utmost honor for
Latvian nation to welcome Em-
peror Akihito and Empress Mi-
chiko to Latvia in May 2007. The
distinguished visit proved that

Latvia and Japan share more
than anybody had expected.

There is a place called Gar-
den of Destinies in Latvia. An
international competition was
announced back in 2005 to gen-
erate ideas about the artistic
and philosophical concept of
this place of commemoration
and the first prize was given to
the project ‘‘Meisow,’’ by Japa-
nese landscape architect Shun-
my0o Masuno. It is built with
the support of the entire Latvi-
an nation on the island in the
middle of the River Daugava to
commemorate all the people
Latvia lost during the last cen-
tury after declaring Latvia’s in-
dependence — those fallen in
the wars, those oppressed and
those forced to abandon Latvia.
Garden of Destinies is the place
where the past meets the pre-
sent and the future, thus form-
ing infinity.

This May, I had the honor to
receive a Stone of Peace made
from a tile from the tragedy of
the atomic bombing of Hiroshi-
ma. Inspired by this meaning-
ful gesture, an artwork was cre-
ated blending a stone un-
earthed in Latvia with the
precious Japanese gift, thus
creating a symbol of inter-
twined destinies. Its home will
be at the Garden of Destinies,
thus marking the special bond
between the Latvian and Japa-

nese nations.
Since 2004, Latvia has en-

joyed full membership in the
European Union and NATO. At
present, connections are faster,
distances are shorter, opportu-
nities do not have limits, but al-
so no country is left intact by
global economic challenges, se-
curity threats and climate
change. Latvia deeply believes
in the power of democratic and
comprehensive global gover-
nance thus bringing peace and
prosperity to the world. We
have learned our lessons from
the financial crisis and have
performed the vital reforms
creating an attractive place to
invest and start a business. Lat-
via believes that many of those
challenges can be addressed by
both our countries working to-
gether, be it bilaterally or
through international forums.

Apart from the inevitable
complications the globalized
world faces nowadays, let me
express my true belief that we
will overcome every difficulty
we face as long as we believe in
the power of hearts and minds.
People are a true potential of
this century. Existing student
exchanges between Latvia and
Japan are a step toward a deep
insight into the culture of Japan
and vice versa.

However, there is more to of-
fer. I am confident that you will

find Latvia a charming v a c a -
tion place as well. Latvia is a
place for the sophisticated and
intelligent traveler, offering
visitors UNESCO World Heri-
tage sites, superb cuisine,
world-class ballet, opera and
art exhibits. Latvia is also a
place for humble nature lovers,
for those looking for dynamic
and modern entertainment, for
explorers to discover yet the
unexplored.

With its growing Riga Inter-
national Airport, Latvia is suc-
cessfully connecting Scandina-
via, Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States countries and
the rest of Europe for business-
people.

The Baltic Sea provides a
wide range of logistic opportu-
nities, linking the East and the
West. We believe that both Lati-

va and Japan can gain from the
economic opportunities this po-
sition provides.

I am convinced that Latvia
and Japan are poised for excel-
lent cooperation in the future.
By deepening the understand-
ing of our two countries, I be-
lieve we are creating a frame-
work for long-lasting coopera-
tion.

Next year there are two his-
torical events in the relations of
Latvia and Japan: 90th anni-
versary since Japan recog-
nized Latvia’s independence
and 20th anniversary since the
renewal of diplomatic rela-
tions. We will celebrate the
events sincerely and I invite
you to join us.

In 90 years we have created a
framework for future genera-
tions to continue successful co-

operation between Latvia and
Japan. Let me truly express the
belief of infinite and friendly re-
lations between Latvia and Ja-
pan, filled with pragmatism

and mutual understanding. In-
finity is where we find the con-
solation, the fortitude and the
inspiration to fulfill our mutual
dreams.
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