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Oman national day

Impressive progress helps drive bilateral relations
Khalid Al-Muslahi
AMBASSADOR OF THE SULTANATE OF

OMAN

------------------------------------------

On the happy and memorable
occasion of the 40th National
Day celebrations of the Sultan-
ate of Oman, I have the honor,
on behalf of His
Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said,
his government
and the people
of Oman, to con-
vey the greet-
ings and best
wishes of good
health, success, peace and
prosperity to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, and to the
members of the Imperial Fam-
ily, as well as the government
and the great people of Japan.

Let me also congratulate
H.E. Naoto Kan on his election
as the 94th prime minister of
Japan, and wish him success in
his significant task of providing
leadership to the government
and people of Japan. It is the de-
sire of the government and peo-
ple of Oman that under his lead-
ership, the partnership be-
tween our two countries will be
further strengthened, particu-
larly in our aspirations for glob-
al peace, prosperity, justice
and the eradication of poverty
and disease.

I would also like to take this
opportunity to convey our ap-
preciation to the government
and people of Japan for the kind
cooperation extended to us for
many years, and our profound
appreciation to all the mem-
bers of the Japan-Oman Parlia-
mentary Friendship League,
the Japan-Oman Association,
the Hiroshima-Oman Friend-
ship Association, the Japan-
Oman Club and the Japan-Arab
Association.

40-year renaissance
Oman commemorates Nov. 18
its 40th year of renaissance,
and the people of Oman cele-
brate this significant occasion
in the nation’s modern history
with a great deal of pride and
joy, a real milestone that sym-
bolizes the immense transfor-
mation witnessed in every

sphere of Omani life.
Today, the nation’s collective

reflections go back to July 23,
1970, when His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said assumed the
reins of power, bringing to an
end a painful era in the coun-
try’s history characterized by
impoverishment, ignorance
and despair.

Through his wise and com-
passionate leadership, His Maj-
esty rallied his people toward a
common goal of nation building
and peaceful, cooperative coex-
istence. The Omani people have
much to be proud of, from edu-
cation and health care to infra-
structure and industrial devel-
opment, the Sultanate has
made extraordinary strides in
all aspects of nationhood as
well as expanding its friendly
relations with the countries and
people of the world.

In the international and re-
gional arenas, Oman is widely
seen as a model of political sta-
bility, the enduring product of
His Majesty’s enlightened for-
eign policy that advocates
friendship, reconciliation and
mutual cooperation. His Majes-
ty has always believed that re-
specting the others’ differences
can nourish the cultural under-
standing among nations.

On the domestic front, Oman
i  s a haven of harmony nurtured
by policies that engender equi-
ty, harmony and social stabili-
ty. Without a doubt, the re-
markable achievement of the
last four decades of continuous
progress and stability are held
very dearly by the Omani peo-
ple. Not surprisingly, four de-
cades of far-sighted gover-
nance and prudent socioeco-
nomic policies were vindicated
earlier this month by the United
Nation’s landmark report rank-
ing Oman at the very top of the
list of nations with the fastest
progress in the Human Devel-
opment Index (HDI).

In acknowledging Oman’s
achievements, the U.N. report
describes the sultanate a  s a
‘‘success story’’ and thus a mod-
el for other nations to emulate.
Through the sensible utilization
of its hydrocarbon resources,
Oman made the ‘‘evolution
from a very poor to a very rich

country, showing a quadru-
pling of gross enrollment and
literacy rates and a 27-year in-
crease in life expectancy,’’ says
the U.N. report.

For the fourth consecutive
year, Oman placed in the top
tier of nations deemed the most
peaceful around the world. The
prestigious Global Peace Index
2010 ranked Oman as the sec-
ond most peaceful Arab coun-
try, and the 23rd in its rankings
of 149 countries. In recent
years, a host of other organiza-
tions, notably the International
Monetary Fund, the World
Bank, the World Health Organi-
zation and UNICEF have also
issued praiseworthy appraisals
of the robust improvements be-
ing witnessed in Oman across a
wide socioeconomic spectrum.
These appraisals cite the sul-
tanate’s laudatory achieve-
ments in the areas of domestic
tranquillity, economic competi-
tiveness, quality of health care,
governance and so on.

Since 1970, the Omani gov-
ernment has implemented suc-
cessive five-year plans, includ-
ing the current seventh five-
year plan (2006-2010), as well as
the Vision 2020 economic char-
ter that strives for progress and
development in all spheres, no-
tably in security, agriculture
and fisheries, commerce and
industry, transport and com-
munications, hospitality and
tourism, civil services and hu-
man resources, women and
child affairs, ‘‘Shura’’ consulta-
tion and social advancement.

In such an environment, it is
not surprising that the Arab
Fund for Economic and Social
Development describes Oman
as the ‘‘most advanced Arab
country in the previous 50
years.’’ One reason for such an
advanced status among the Ar-
ab and Middle Eastern coun-
tries is the economic philoso-
phy that has been adopted by
the Omani government. This
philosophy is based on support-
ing the private sector and free
markets to increase the com-
petitiveness of the national
economy on the global level.

As a result, Oman became
one of the most attractive plac-
es in the world for business and

tourism. This has been support-
ed by Oman’s natural beauty
and its people, who are eager to
promote their cooperative rela-
tions with other people from
around the world.

Oman-Japan relations
Contacts between Japan and
Oman are ancient and go a long
way back in history to nearly
400 years ago. However, our
modern diplomatic relations
were formally established in
1972, one year after Oman
joined the United Nations, and
the interaction and cooperation
between the two countries have
since been growing on many
levels, most notably in trade
and investment.

Japan is one of the most im-
portant markets for our oil and
natural gas exports. The Omani
people also are keen to have
Japanese products, especially
shipping vessels, automobiles
and machinery, electronics and
electrical appliances, chemical
and industrial equipment. And
there is a close cooperation be-
tween the two governments to

promote the bilateral relations
in various fields.

The commercial partner-
ships between Oman and Japan
have laid the foundation for
greater future success, most
notably in the business arena
where trade and investment be-
tween the two countries has
been rising rapidly. According
to the statistics of the Japan Ex-
ternal Trade Organization
(JETRO), Oman is ranked 33rd
among Japan’s top trading
partners in the world and is
ranked at third place among
countries of the Middle East
and North Africa for Japanese
exports.

Oman-Japan bilateral trade
fell to $5.7 billion in 2009, a de-
crease of 40 percent from the to-
tal amount of bilateral trade in
2008, which was $9.4 billion.
This decrease came as a result
of the negative impacts of the
world financial crisis in 2008
and the gradual decline of
world oil prices. However, in
2010, our bilateral trade has
picked up and started to return
to its upward trends, and the

latest released figures through
September shows that total bi-
lateral trade has already sur-
passed that of 2009, reaching
$5.74 billion.

Oman has always been a reli-
able and stable source of ener-
gy supplies. In 2009, Oman was
the seventh-largest crude oil
supplier to Japan, which impor-
ted 35.96 million barrels of the
Omani crude. Oman was also
the eighth-largest liquefied nat-
ural gas supplier to Japan in
2009, with exports of LNG to Ja-
pan reaching 2.58 tons.

Furthermore, negotiations
are under way toward a Free
Trade Agreement between Ja-
pan and the Gulf Cooperation
Council, which comprises Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates. We anticipate
and look forward to a success-
ful completion of this agree-
ment to increase the bilateral
trade and economic coopera-
tion between our two countries.
We also hope to conclude soon
two key bilateral agreements:
The avoidance of double taxa-
tion, and the protection and pro-
motion of investments.

Beyond the economic realm,
Oman and Japan relations
have witnessed throughout the
years the exchange of high-
ranking official visits from
members of our Royal Fami-
lies, senior government offi-
cials, members of parliament,
business and academic lead-
ers, in addition to growing ex-
changes and cooperation on
cultural, academic, education,
youth and sports.

In April, the Minister of Na-
tional Economy H.E. Ahmed
bin Abdul Nabi Macki and the
Minister of Environment and
Climate Affairs H.E. Sayyid
Hamood bin Faisal Al Busaidi
visited Japan and met Prime
Minister Yukio Hatoyama and
other Cabinet ministers. In Ju-
ly, the Minister Responsible for
Foreign Affairs H.E. Yousuf
bin Alawi bin Abdallah visited
Japan.

In November, His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor A k i h i t o
bestowed the Grand Cordon of
the Order of the Rising Sun to
the Minister of Oil and Gas H.E
Mohammed bin Hamad al
Rumhy for his contributions in
promoting bilateral economic
relations.

Oman and Japan have also
advanced their cooperation in

the field of defense affairs. In
September, Oman was happy
to welcome a training squadron
of the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force, which joined
the Royal Navy of Oman for
four days.

In education, two Japanese
students from Hiroshima re-
turned home this summer after
having the opportunity to study
in Oman and living with Omani
families. We also witnessed an
expansion of the number of
Omani students in Japan. This
year alone, seven new Omani
scholarship students came to
Japan in October to undertake
their study. Three students are
the recipients of the Japanese
government scholarship and
four students are the recipients
of the Omani government
scholarship based on a Mitsubi-
shi Corp. Scholarship Fund.

Academic exchanges
On Oct. 6, H.E. Dr. Rawiyah
bint Saoud Al Busaidiyah, the
minister of higher education,
officially inaugurated The Sul-
tan Qaboos Bin Said Chair in
Middle Eastern Studies at the
University of Tokyo in a signing
ceremony with professor Juni-
chi Hamada, vice chancellor of
the university. This chair will
contribute in further promoting
the academic exchanges be-
tween Japan and the Middle
Eastern countries, and is part
of Oman’s highest mission to
play a constructive role in the
dialogue among civilizations
and the promotion of c u l t u r a l
exchanges and the develop-
ment of enduring ties of friend-
ship and collaboration among
nations for world harmony and
peace.

‘Talk Oman’ forum
As part of Oman’s 40th anniver-
sary celebrations, the embassy
in collaboration with the Omani

Ministry of Information, hosted
10 monthly sessions of the ‘‘Talk
Oman’’ forum, a monthly lec-
ture and cultural experience
event, introducing Oman to the
Japanese people through prom-
inent Japanese journalists,
writers, photographers and ac-
ademics with experiences in
Oman. Attendants to each ses-
sion ranged from 60 to 140 par-
ticipants of varying age groups
and backgrounds depending on
the theme of the talk. The ses-
sions, which also included visu-
al presentations and exhibi-
tions, were held in an informal,
friendly atmosphere and were
successful in increasing the
awareness and recognition of
Oman among ordinary Japa-
nese to relate to Oman individu-
ally on the grassroots level.

Due to its big success, the
‘‘Talk Oman’’ monthly events
will continue until March 2011,
and we welcome those interest-
ed to join us, subject to pre-
registration with the embassy.
The next session will be held on
Dec. 8 on ‘‘early education in
Oman’’ by Yohe Kondo, an edu-
cation expert.

In closing, I would like to ex-
press my heartfelt apprecia-
tion and sincere thanks and
gratitude to the people of Japan
for the kindness and hospitality
they have extended to me and
my family since our arrival in
this great, beautiful country.

I am also indebted to our
sponsors, whose generosity has
made this supplement possible.

I am confident that our re-
lations in the coming days
will see the further enhance-
ment of close bonds of friend-
ship between Oman and Ja-
pan, and I sincerely wish to
welcome everyone reading
my message to the Sultanate
of Oman, one of the cleanest,
safest and friendliest coun-
tries in the world.

Experience the Omani Cultural Days in Tokyo

The Embassy of Oman in collaboration with the
Omani Ministry of Heritage and Culture is organizing
the Omani Cultural Days in Japan at the Tokyo
International Forum in December.

The cultural days will be a unique Omani event
and the first of its kind to be held in Tokyo, and will
focus on bringing a closer understanding of Oman’s
history, culture and heritage, and be a window for
promoting cultural understanding.

The venue of the Omani Cultural Days in Japan
will include a variety of exhibition areas and events,
including traditional handicrafts with live
craftsmanship demonstrations, manuscripts, silver
crafts, traditional Omani fashion and national
dresses, books, photography, Arabic calligraphy,
henna artists’ corner and an Omani tent. We will
also hold a symposium that focuses on the relations
between Oman and Japan, and on Oman’s history
and tradition.
----------------------------------------------

The Omani Cultural Days takes place Dec. 20-26
at the Lobby Gallery of the Tokyo International
Forum in Chiyoda Ward. For more information, call
the Embassy of Oman at (03) 5468-1088.
----------------------------------------------------------

Spectacular: Nakhal Fort in northwest Oman is a popular
tourist destination. OMANI EMBASSY

Industry: The Port of Sohar, 220 km northwest of Muscat,
attracts local and foreign investment. OMANI EMBASSY

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said
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