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Mubarak: Tough survivor comes undone
Beneath the stern facade of authority, the 82-year-old leader was a figure in steep decline
Cairo
AP

------------------------------------------

He survived assassination at-
tempts and wave after wave of
Mideast crises, a solid ally of
the West whose stable image
reassured many Egyptians.
Hosni Mubarak ended his
presidency as a symbol of
what was wrong with Egypt:
the repression, the corruption,
the lost hopes of a swelling,
impoverished class.

Mubarak, in power for near-
ly three decades, was such a
fixture that his exit from pow-
er Friday was hard to con-
ceive for most Egyptians just
a short time ago. Year after
year, as the president aged
and ailed, people watched his
scripted appearances on tele-
vision — the suit and tie, the
wagging finger, the ‘‘father of
the nation’’ aura.

After protests and upheaval
swept Egypt, Mubarak sought
to portray himself as the only
obstacle to chaos, as he had
done successfully so many
times in the past. Yet attacks
by his supporters, who
roamed Cairo with impunity,
suggested that violence lay at
the core of his system.

As he clung to power, the
status quo he personified be-
came increasingly loathed.
Beneath the stern facade of
authority, the 82-year-old was
a figure in steep decline, un-
able to check boiling currents
of popular fury, or harness the
history unfolding in his nation
of 80 million, the largest in the
Arab world.

A former pilot and air force
general with a combative,
stubborn streak, he took tenta-
tive steps toward democratic
reform early in his presidency
but pulled back toward the dic-
tatorial style that eventually
propelled the protests that be-
gan on Jan. 25.

Assessments described Mu-
barak as a man deeply suspi-
cious of reform. A 2009 cable
from the U.S. Embassy in Cai-
ro, released by the secret-
sharing WikiLeaks website,
called him ‘‘a tried and true re-
alist, innately cautious and
conservative,’’ and with ‘‘little
time for idealistic goals.’’

It noted that Mubarak dis-
approved of the 2003 U.S. inva-
sion that toppled President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq,
which he believed was in need
of a ‘‘tough, strong military of-
ficer who is fair’’ as leader.

‘‘This telling observation,
we believe, describes Muba-
rak’s own view of himself as
someone who is tough but fair,
who ensures the basic needs of
his people,’’ the cable said. ‘‘In
Mubarak’s mind, it is far bet-
ter to let a few individuals suf-
fer than risk chaos for society
as a whole.’’

Mubarak was long credited
by his Western allies with
keeping the peace with Israel
and keeping Egypt free of the

grip of Islamic extremism. In
a searing experience that de-
fined his outlook, he was sit-
ting on a military viewing
stand next to his predecessor,
Anwar Sadat, when Islamic
militants assassinated Sadat
in 1981. A week later, with
Egypt in trauma, Mubarak
was president.

He lacked the charisma of
his two predecessors, the
peacemaker Sadat and the Ar-
ab nationalist Gamal Abdel
Nasser, and served in their
shadows. He struggled with
the problems that have bedev-
iled the Arab world: choking
corruption, the Palestinian-Is-
raeli conflict and fighting mili-
tancy. Economic reforms
spurred growth, but the fruits
trickled only to a few.

He carved out a niche as a
key negotiator on the Palestin-
ian crisis, bolstered by billions
in U.S. aid. He engineered
Egypt’s return to the Arab fold
after nearly a decade out in
the cold over its 1979 peace
treaty with Israel.

Early on, Mubarak put
down an insurgency by Mus-
lim extremists, whose ranks
had produced Sadat’s assas-
sins and some of the future al-
Qaida leaders. In the 1990s, he
fought against a resurgence of
Muslim militants whose at-
tacks included the slaughter of
dozens of foreign tourists at
the temple city of Luxor.

Eli Shaked, who served as Is-
rael’s ambassador to Egypt
from 2003 to 2005, described Mu-
barak as ‘‘a strong presence, not
charismatic but with a heavy
body like a fighter bomber, and
very levelheaded.’’

Shaked said Mubarak met
visiting Israeli officials with
at least three top advisers by
his side, often consulting with
them and demonstrating a de-
tailed knowledge of Israeli
politics. The Israeli said Mu-
barak liked ‘‘political jokes
and witticisms,’’ but was short
on creativity: ‘‘The man is
completely status quo.’’

Mohammed Hosni Muba-
rak was born on May 4, 1928, in
the village of Kafr el-Moseilha
in the Nile Delta province of
Menoufia. His family, like Sa-
dat’s and Nasser’s, was lower
middle class.

After joining the air force in
1950, Mubarak moved up the
ranks as a bomber pilot and in-
structor and rose to leadership
positions. He earned nation-
wide fame as commander of
the air force during the 1973
Middle East war, and was vice
president when Sadat was as-
sassinated — an attack Muba-
rak escaped with only a minor
hand injury.

In his early days, Mubarak
made popular moves that held
up promise of a more open so-
ciety, including freeing 1,500
politicians, journalists and
clerics jailed during Sadat’s
last months in office.

But hopes for broader re-

form dimmed. Mubarak was
re-elected in staged, one-man
referendums in which he rou-
tinely won more than 90 per-
cent approval. He became
more aloof, carefully choreo-
graphing his public appear-
ances, and his authoritarian
governance, buttressed by
harsh emergency laws, fueled
resentment.

Age took its toll on the presi-
dent, who was once an avid
squash player with a consis-
tent style that matched his
personality. He became hard
of hearing, and was so devas-
tated by the death of a 12-year-
old grandson in 2009 that he
canceled a trip to the United
States. Last year, he had gall-
bladder surgery in Germany.

Egypt’s influence in the
Middle East, meanwhile,
waned as the militant groups

Hamas and Hezbollah and
their patron, Iran, gained mo-
mentum and followers. The
growing profile of Turkey, a
democracy led by an Islam-in-
spired government, also
chipped away at Egypt’s
heavyweight stature in the re-
gion.

In 2005, Mubarak held the
country’s first contested presi-
dential election, an event
marred by charges of voter
fraud and intimidation. He re-
trenched when opponents
made gains in ensuing parlia-
mentary elections, launching
a harsh campaign of arrests
against the Muslim Brother-
hood, Egypt’s biggest and best
organized opposition group.

Before the protests began,
Mubarak had been silent on
whether he intended to seek
re-election in September. But

the quick rise of his son, Gam-
al, through the ruling party
caused immense anxiety.

The fear that Mubarak was
grooming Gamal, a wealthy
businessman, to succeed him
left many Egyptians feeling
trapped in the past, deprived
of change and renewal. Then,
the uprising in Tunisia deliv-
ered an electrifying message:
An old order can be ousted.

Mubarak initially respond-
ed to protests by saying he
would not seek another term,
and his government said Gam-
al Mubarak would not run, ei-
ther. But the president reject-
ed demands that he step down
immediately, saying he
feared the country would sink
deeper into chaos without him.

It was a persuasive argu-
ment for 29 years, but in 2011 it
was overwhelmed by the cries
of huge crowds in Cairo’s Tah-
rir Square: ‘‘Leave!’’

With Egypt’s revolution, a dying Arab world experiences a rebirth
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Hussein Agha and Robert Malley
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The protesters on the streets
of Cairo who, in just 18 days,
ended the three-decade rule of
Hosni Mubarak were not
merely demanding the end of
an unjust, corrupt and oppres-
sive regime. They did not
merely decry privation, un-
employment or the disdain
with which their leaders treat-
ed them. They had long suf-
fered such indignities. What
they fought for was something
more elusive and more viscer-
al.

The Arab world is dead.
Egypt’s revolution is trying to
revive it.

From the 1950s onward, Ar-
abs took pride in their antico-
lonial struggle, in their lead-
ers’ standing and in the sense
that the Arab world stood for
something, that it had a mis-
sion: to build independent
nation-states and resist for-
eign domination.

In Egypt, Gamal Abdel
Nasser presided over a ruin-
ous economy and endured a
humiliating defeat against Is-
rael in 1967. Still, Cairo re-
mained the heart of the larger
Arab nation — the Arab public
watched as Nasser railed
against the West, defied his
country’s former masters, na-
tionalized the Suez Canal and
taunted Israel. Meanwhile, Al-
geria wrested its indepen-
dence from France and be-
came the refuge of revolution-
aries; Saudi Arabia led an oil
embargo that shook the world
economy; and Yasser Arafat
gave Palestinians a voice and
put their cause on the map.

Throughout, the Arab world
suffered ignominious military
and political setbacks, but it
resisted. Some around the

world may not have liked the
sounds coming from Cairo, Al-
giers, Baghdad and Tripoli,
but they took notice. There
were defeats for the Arab
world, but no surrender.

But that world passed, and
Arab politics fell silent. Other
than to wait and see what oth-
ers might do, Arab regimes
have no clear and effective ap-
proach toward any of the is-
sues vital to their collective fu-
ture, and what policies they do
have contradict popular feel-
ing. It is that indifference that
condemned the leaders of Tu-
nisia and Egypt to irrele-
vance.

Most governments in the re-
gion were resigned to or en-
abled the invasion of Iraq;
since then, the Arab world has
had virtually no impact on
Iraq’s course. It has done little

to achieve Palestinian aspira-
tions besides backing a peace
process in which it no longer
believes. When Israel went to
war with Hezbollah in 2006 and
then with Hamas two years
later, most Arab leaders pri-
vately cheered the Jewish
state. And their position on
Iran is unintelligible; they
have delegated ultimate deci-
sion-making to the United
States, which they encourage
to toughen its stance but then
warn about the consequences
of such action.

Egypt and Saudi Arabia,
pillars of the Arab order, are
exhausted, bereft of a cause
other than preventing their
own decline. For Egypt, which
stood tallest, the fall has been
steepest. But long before Tah-
rir Square, Egypt forfeited
any claim to Arab leadership.

It has gone missing in Iraq,
and its policy toward Iran re-
mains restricted to protesta-
tions, accusations and insults.
It has not prevailed in its rival-
ry with Syria and has lost its
battle for influence in Leba-
non. It has had no genuine im-
pact on the Arab-Israeli peace
process, was unable to reunify
the Palestinian movement
and was widely seen in the re-
gion as complicit in Israel’s
siege on Hamas-controlled
Gaza.

Riyadh has helplessly wit-
nessed the gradual ascendan-
cy of Iranian influence in Iraq
and the wider region. It was
humiliated in 2009 when it
failed to crush rebels in Ye-
men despite formidable ad-
vantages in resources and mil-
itary hardware. Its mediation
attempts among Palestinians
in 2007, and more recently in
Lebanon, were brushed aside
by local parties over which it
once held considerable sway.

The Arab leadership has
proved passive and, when ac-
tive, powerless. Where it once
championed a string of lost
causes — pan-Arab unity, defi-
ance of the West, resistance to
Israel — it now fights for noth-
ing. There was more popular
pride in yesterday’s setbacks
than in today’s stupor.

Arab states suffer from a
curse more debilitating than
poverty or autocracy. They
have become counterfeit, per-
ceived by their own people as
alien, pursuing policies
hatched from afar. One cannot
fully comprehend the actions
of Egyptians, Tunisians, Jor-
danians and others without
considering this deep-seated
feeling that they have not been
allowed to be themselves, that
they have been robbed of their
identities.

Taking to the streets is not a
mere act of protest. It is an act
of self-determination.

Where the United States
and Europe have seen moder-
ation and cooperation, the Ar-
ab public has sensed a loss of
dignity and of the ability to
make free decisions. True in-
dependence was traded in for
Western military, financial
and political support. That in-
timate relationship distorted
Arab politics. Reliant on for-
eign nations’ largess and ac-
countable to their judgment,
the narrow ruling class be-
came more responsive to ex-
ternal demands than to do-
mestic aspirations.

Alienated from their states,
the people have in some cases
searched elsewhere for guid-
ance. Some have been drawn
to groups such as Hamas, Hez-
bollah and the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which have resisted
and challenged the estab-
lished order. Others look to
non-Arab states, such as Tur-
key, which under its Islamist
government has carved out a
dynamic, independent role, or
Iran, which flouts Western
threats and edicts.

The breakdown of the Arab
order has upended natural
power relations. Traditional
powers punch below their
weight, and emerging ones,
such as Qatar, punch above
theirs. Al-Jazeera has
emerged as a full-fledged po-
litical actor because it reflects
and articulates popular senti-
ment. It has become the new
Nasser. The leader of the Arab
world is a television network.

Popular uprisings are the
latest step in this process.
They have been facilitated by
a newfound fearlessness and
feeling of empowerment —
watching the U.S. military’s
struggles in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, as well as Israel’s inabili-
ty to subdue Hezbollah and
Hamas, Arab peoples are no
longer afraid to confront their
own regimes.

For the United States, the
popular upheaval lays bare
the fallacy of an approach that
relies on Arab leaders who
mimic the West’s deeds and
parrot its words, and that only
succeeds in discrediting the
regimes without helping
Washington. The more the
United States gave to the Mu-
barak regime, the more it lost
Egypt. Arab leaders have
been put on notice: A warm re-
lationship with the United
States and a peace deal with
Israel will not save you in your
hour of need.

Injecting economic assis-
tance into faltering regimes
will not work. The grievance
Arab peoples feel is not princi-
pally material, and one of its
main targets is over-reliance
on the outside. U.S. calls for
reform will likewise fall flat. A
messenger who has backed
the status quo for decades is a
poor voice for change. At-
tempts to pressure regimes
can backfire, allowing rulers
to depict protests as Western-
inspired and opposition lead-
ers as foreign stooges.

Some policymakers in
Western capitals have con-
vinced themselves that seiz-
ing the moment to promote the
Israeli-Palestinian peace pro-
cess will placate public opin-
ion. This is to engage in both
denial and wishful thinking. It
ignores that Arabs have be-
come estranged from current
peace efforts; they believe
that such endeavors reflect a
foreign rather than a national
agenda.

The Arab world’s transition
from old to new is rife with un-
certainty. When and where
transitions take place, they
will express a yearning for
more assertiveness. Govern-
ments will have to change
their spots; their publics will
wish them to be more like Tur-
key and less like Egypt.

Close military ties, annual aid give U.S. leverage in future of Egypt

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

With the fall of Hosni Muba-
rak’s regime, the United
States holds sway over
Egypt’s political future thanks
to its strong ties with a mili-
tary it helped build over three
decades, experts said.

Egypt watchers said the
massive $1.3 billion annual
U.S. military aid package to
the country has largely paid
off over the years — yielding
cooperation on counterterror-
ism, the Middle East peace
process and safe passage
through the Suez Canal. Many
warned against bowing to
calls for freezing the U.S.
funds.

‘‘There are tremendous
risks,’’ said Andrew Exum of
the Center for a New Ameri-
can Security. ‘‘At the very
least, you need to keep mili-
tary-to-military exchanges
and contacts because you nev-
er know how valuable those
relationships might be in the
future.’’

Scores of Egyptian officers
have conducted joint opera-
tions with their American
counterparts, studied at
American war colleges and
developed personal relation-
ships with U.S. officers.

Washington is keen to avoid
repeating past mistakes on

Pakistan, from which it cut
military aid in 1979 and the
1990s over Islamabad’s nucle-
ar weapons program, only to
find itself with only very limit-
ed ties to the Pakistani mili-
tary in the wake of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks.

Yet Elliot Abrams, a senior
State Department official un-
der Presidents Ronald Rea-
gan and George W. Bush, said
Washington should use the aid
as leverage to counter any un-
democratic moves.

‘‘We’re not going to pay for
the suppression of democra-
cy,’’ he told a congressional
hearing this week. ‘‘Now is the
time to signal to them this aid
is conditional.’’

The Bush administration
sought to condition parts of its
aid package to human rights
progress in Egypt, but those
efforts were ‘‘not particularly
effective’’ because Bush’s war
on terrorism trumped its free-
dom agenda, noted Exum.

Washington has given Egypt
an average total of $2 billion
per year, making it the second-
largest recipient of U.S. for-
eign aid after Israel since Cai-
ro signed a peace treaty with
the Jewish state in 1979.

‘‘It was always going to be
very hard to cut the aid any-
way, because the way it was
written into the Camp David
Accords, if you cut the aid to

Egypt, that is tantamount to
canceling the agreement,’’
said Kent State University
professor Joshua Stacher.

But for now, the peace trea-
ty at the heart of Israel’s na-
tional security strategy ap-
pears to be safe, with Egypt’s
newly ruling military vowing
to abide by the agreement as it
promised to transition toward
more democracy.

A 2009 secret diplomatic ca-
ble released by whistle-blower
website WikiLeaks noted that
Mubarak and Egyptian mili-
tary leaders viewed U.S. mili-
tary assistance as the ‘‘corner-
stone’’ of ties between the two
militaries and as ‘‘untouch-
able compensation’’ for keep-
ing the peace with Israel.

‘‘The tangible benefits to
our mil-mil relationship are
clear: Egypt remains at peace
with Israel, and the U.S. mili-
tary enjoys priority access to
the Suez Canal and Egyptian
airspace,’’ the cable added.

But Friday’s collapse of an
autocratic regime seen as one
of the stablest in the Middle
East after just 18 days of a pop-
ular uprising has sent shock
waves through the region.

As U.S. President Barack
Obama’s administration
stepped up pressure on Muba-
rak, Saudi Arabia threatened
to bankroll the regime if
Washington withdrew its sup-

port, according to reports.
Though it has played a lim-

ited role in the weeks-long cri-
sis, the U.S. Congress holds
the purse strings and a hand-
ful of lawmakers have called
for cuts to the aid.

Democratic Sen. Patrick
Leahy, who chairs a panel that
oversees foreign assistance,
warned Friday that the lavish
aid package could be ‘‘at risk’’
if the military thwarts a demo-
cratic transition.

Stacher noted that the mili-
tary, which has been a major
force in Egyptian regimes
since it overthrew the monar-
chy in 1952, has benefited a
great deal from billions of dol-
lars in funding with virtually
no strings attached.

‘‘It’s very unlikely that the
military is going to give up
massive political influence, as
well as their economic inter-
ests in the country, which are
extensive, and return to the
barracks,’’ he said. The mili-
tary runs a wide range of com-
mercial enterprises, from
food to construction.

He cautioned that the mili-
tary and Mubarak, a former
air force chief, were essential-
ly two faces of the same coin.
‘‘I’m not sure we’ve seen a re-
gime change,’’ he said. ‘‘Now
the hard part starts, because
they have to stop continued
military rule.’’

Wide-ranging bilateral ties strengthen, grow closer
H.E. Ivan Mrkic
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

------------------------------------------

It is my profound privilege
and great pleasure to express
my deepest re-
s p e c t  a n d
heartiest greet-
ings to Their
Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor
Akihito and
Empress Mi-
chiko, and the
members of the Imperial fam-
ily, as well as to Prime Minis-
ter Naoto Kan, the govern-
ment and friendly people of
Japan on this auspicious occa-
sion of the National Day of Ser-
bia.

It also gives me a special op-
portunity to greet the distin-
guished readers of The Japan
Times and to extend my best
wishes to Serbian citizens re-
siding in Japan.

Serbia and Japan continued
during the last year to
strengthen their ties across
various fields. Political rela-
tions were at an advanced lev-
el while their content contin-

ued to be increasingly produc-
tive and versatile.

This year a bilateral sum-
mit is expected to take place.

A growing number of Japa-
nese companies are showing
an interest in investing in Ser-
bia and there are already
some encouraging examples
in that respect.

Corporate representative
offices are gaining strength
while a high-level JETRO del-
egation visited Serbia in 2010
and will be followed by other
important visits from leading
Japanese business associa-
tions.

Scientific cooperation con-
tinues to flourish between re-
searchers, universities and in-
stitutes, drawing new projects
onto the horizon.

Knowing that the Serbian
language is being studied at
quite a few universities and
institutes in Japan gives us
great pleasure. Especially
unusual is the fact that inter-
est in Serbian-language stud-
ies has been expressed at
Okayama University, where
Serbian lectures are attend-

ed by no less than 160 Japa-
nese students.

Japanese tourists are also
showing growing interest in
destinations of historical and
cultural importance in Ser-
bia. At the same time, efforts
will be made to increase the
number of Serbian tourists
visiting Japan.

In the sphere of cultural
exchange, special mention
should be made of the Serbian
national folk dance ensemble
Kolo, which performed more
than 20 times across Japan in
2010.

Also, numerous manifesta-
tions were organized in Ser-
bia to present the uniqueness
and richness of Japanese cul-
ture. Japanese tradition in
marshal arts and sports are
greatly appreciated among
young people in Serbia, and
continue to attract the atten-
tion of Serbian youth.

I would like to use this op-
portunity to express the deep
and heartfelt gratitude of my
nation and government for an
extraordinary gift we have
received from Japan — 32

mammography units that
will be allocated throughout
Serbia, and will enable wom-
en to have timely diagnoses
in the fight against breast
cancer. This donation is out-
standing in every sense, and
will eternally remain in our
hearts and memory.

It is well known that aid
from the people of Japan per-
manently marked the rela-
tions between the two na-
tions.

This inspired the City of
Belgrade to build a monu-
ment, ‘‘A water fountain of
gratitude’’ to Japanese peo-
ple, which was presented last
year, located in the very
heart of Belgrade’s origins,
within the ancient fortifica-
tion called Kalemegdan.

I am also glad to be in a po-
sition to present the facts that
testify how ties between the
two nations are becoming
closer and our state relations
more firm.

It is my deep conviction
that the future will bring even
more opportunities to enrich
our relations at all levels.

Old order: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak speaks with Palestinian Liberation Organization
leader Yasser Arafat in Kuwait on the sidelines of the Islamic Summit in January 1987. AP

Serbia national day

Arab leader: Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser speaks
during a party conference in July 1966. AFP-JIJI
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