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‘‘Ruby’’

Unleashing vibrant Kosovo’s tourism potential
Kosovo presents a rich ethno-
cultural, material and spiritual
heritage treasure house of dif-
ferent historical periods. With
their unique characteristics,
features and qualities, each
culture has contributed its di-
verse values to the cultural her-
itage of Kosovo.

However, the slogan of the
country, ‘‘Kosovo, The Young
Europeans,’’ turns the spotlight
on the people and human spirit,
rather than the country’s natu-
ral marvels and history.

With this very strong and
confident statement the aim is
to attract a wide range of audi-
ences, from politicians to busi-
nessmen, from tourists to do-
nors. All will sense the future
potential of the young nation
and the positive attitude.

A unique demonstration of

the cultural diversity within
Kosovo is especially manifest-
ed in the southern and western
parts of the country, including
the Dukagjin region, and the
towns of Peja, Gjakova and
Prizren. The small fortresses
such as the Albanian ‘‘kullas,’’
mills and bridges, the mosques,
Catholic and Orthodox church-
es, Turkish baths, castles and
archaeological settlements
present a rich ethnocultural,
material and spiritual heritage
treasure house of various his-
torical periods.

Recently, the number of Jap-
anese tourists visiting Kosovo
has been increasing slowly, but
steadily. The first tours to Koso-
vo have been introduced to Jap-
anese by travel agencies and
the feedback from the partici-
pants is very encouraging —

there seems to be a great unex-
plored potential of tourists in-
terested in visiting our beauti-
ful country.

Pristina is the world’s newest
capital, a surprisingly cosmo-
politan city with a youthful vi-
brancy amid landmarks recall-
ing the rich ebb and flow of Bal-
kan history. Especially
magnificent are the touristic
regions of the Albanian Alps
(Bjeshket e Nemuna) and the
Sharr Mountains.

Among the many natural at-
tractions of Kosovo are the
Gadime Cave, the Spring of
Drini i Bardhe, the Mirusha wa-
terfalls, Rugova Gorge, Decan
Gorge, the beautiful natural
and artificial lakes or ther-
momineral hot springs. The
Rahovec region has just started
its mission to become Kosovo’s
‘‘Wine Tourism Destination.’’

Kosovo has a long tradition
in viticulture. With its special
scenic features and the variety
of wineries — ranging from
small family wineries to large
enterprises — the region offers
a unique experience and excel-
lent value for money. The Sharr
Mountains in the very south,
bordering Macedonia and Alba-
nia, offer excellent tourism op-
portunities, such as skiing, eco-
tourism, paragliding, moun-
tain biking, rock climbing, trek-
king or horse riding.

If you are looking for souve-
nirs, handicrafts in Kosovo
have a long tradition. Many cit-
ies in Kosovo are well known
for filigree work, silver, cop-
per, ceramics and wood crafts.
Local cuisine, pastries, meat
recipes and other specialties in-
fluenced by the Orient, paired
with wine from local vineyards,
will round off your successful
expedition to the youngest
country in the world.

Land of young Europeans forges Japan ties
Sami Ukelli
AMBASSADOR OF KOSOVO

------------------------------------------

On the auspicious occasion of
the third anniversary of Koso-
vo’s Independence Day, as
the first ap-
pointed ambas-
sador of the Re-
public of Koso-
vo to Japan, it is
my great honor
to convey the
warmest greet-
ings of the peo-
ple of Kosovo to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, the gov-
ernment and people of Japan.

I am also delighted to have
the opportunity to extend my
very first greetings to the dis-
tinguished readers of The Ja-
pan Times.

On Feb. 17, 2008, three years
ago, the elected representa-
tives of the people declared
the independence of Kosovo
and closed a sad chapter in our

long history of suffering. We
celebrate the youngest Euro-
pean country’s development
as an open, unitary and plural-
istic republic, committed to
delivering on the promise of
democracy for all its citizens,
as well as stability in the Bal-
kan region.

With the ruling of the Inter-
national Court of Justice in Ju-
ly 2010 — the United Nations’
highest court — announced by
its honorable president, Hisa-
shi Owada, that the declara-
tion of independence did not
violate general international
law and there was no applica-
ble prohibition, one of the last
hurdles fell toward the well-
deserved membership in the
community of nations.

Kosovo is passing through a
historic period of state consoli-
dation and the preparation of
its institutions to confront suc-
cessfully the challenges deriv-
ing from the integration pro-
cess toward joining the Euro-

pean Union. Its institutions
are devoted to continuing ef-
forts to build a secure and
prosperous future for all of Ko-
sovo’s citizens, and thus fur-
ther develop a fully function-
ing, democratic and multieth-
nic state that is able to achieve
its Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

There are a number of chal-
lenges ahead, but the country
is fully aware of them and
making efforts in the right di-
rection.

As a member of the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, and hopefully
soon of the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, Kosovo marks an aver-
age of 5 percent annual growth
in gross domestic product
(GDP) — one of the highest in
Europe — in spite of the global
economic crisis.

Kosovo’s greatest unex-
ploited treasure and challenge
is its youth: with 75 percent of
the population under 35 years
old, it is among the youngest in
Europe. With investments in
infrastructure as an emerging
economy, it is preparing the
ground for major investors to
come and hopefully set out on
a path of balanced and sus-
tainable development, which
can generate openings for the
youth entering the job market.

Japan-Kosovo ties
The recognition of the inde-
pendence of Kosovo, and the
establishment of diplomatic
relations in 2009 has laid the
foundation for friendly and co-
operative future relations be-
tween Japan and Kosovo.

Japan is a fascinating coun-
try that has shown its commit-
ment to Kosovo in the past

through multilateral chan-
nels, through international or-
ganizations. This contribution
has continued and has been ex-
tended after establishing bi-
lateral relations. It is Kosovo’s
sincere desire to actively con-
solidate and expand these re-
lations at various levels: in po-
litical, economic, cultural and
academic exchange.

We are very appreciative
for all the support we have re-
ceived and receive in different
ways, be it through Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA) training of our gov-
ernment officials, expert
knowledge or expertise in
waste management or support
of grassroots activities.

I hope that gaining a person-
al acquaintance with my coun-
try will help in strengthening
this relationship. There is no
better way to enhance the lev-
el of cooperation than with
people-to-people contacts.

Last year with four special
concerts by the Kosovo Phil-
harmonic Orchestra through-
out Japan we marked the first
anniversary of diplomatic and
cultural relations between Ja-
pan and Kosovo. Aware of the
sad recent history of war and
destruction in Kosovo, with
the theme ‘‘A prayer for
peace,’’ our people wished to
send the message to everyone
that our young, friendly and
independent people aspire to
start over, and direct their ef-
forts to strengthening peace
and stability in the Balkan re-
gion, and moreover through-
out the world.

The concerts were so suc-
cessful, each playing to full
houses. More than 6,000 people
attended the concerts and lis-

tened not only to Mozart’s Re-
quiem but also to original piec-
es by our composers.

On this special occasion, I
take this opportunity to ex-
press my sincere appreciation
to our Japanese friends in Ko-
sovo, friends of Kosovo resid-
ing in Japan and Japanese
people for the continuous sup-
port to our country, and to our
newly established embassy.

I would like to reiterate in
my capacity as ambassador of
Kosovo to Japan my commit-
ment to contribute to further
developing and strengthening
the cooperation and friendly
relations for the mutual bene-
fit of both our countries, and
thus to stability and peace in
the world.

Berlusconi faces biggest crisis yet
Case over sex
with girl alleges
misuse of Italy’s
highest office

Milan
AP, AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

His penchant for younger wom-
en has cost Italian Prime Minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi his wife,
and now may cost him what he
cherishes most: power.

The 74-year-old leader was
ordered Tuesday to stand trial
on charges he paid a 17-year-
old Moroccan girl for sex, and
then used his influence to cov-
er it up — an offense, if proven,
that could see him barred per-
manently from public office.

The prime minister has
called the accusations ‘‘ground-
less’’ and dismissed the case as
a ‘‘farce,’’ accusing prosecutors
of seeking to oust him from
power. He did not comment
Tuesday, skipping a planned
appearance in Sicily and meet-
ing with his lawyer in Rome.

Unlike other legal proceed-
ings that involve old business
in the private sector of his
Mediaset empire, these
charges allege personal mis-
conduct while serving as the
head of government. Besides
fending off four simultaneous
legal challenges in Milan, a
weakened Berlusconi is going
to have to keep unruly coali-
tion partners happy, while
keeping up the image of his
country — badly damaged by
his own scandal — on the inter-
national stage.

Prosecutors have already re-

layed more than 700 pages of
wiretap conversations describ-
ing raucous behavior that would
draw censure at most fraternity
houses: sex-fueled parties at-
tended by scantily clad women,
sometimes dressed as nurses or
police officers.

The indictment alleges Ber-
lusconi paid for sex with the
Moroccan girl, nicknamed ‘‘Ru-
by,’’ then used his influence to
get her out of police custody
when she was detained for the
unrelated suspected theft of
¤3,000 ($4,100). They allege
that Berlusconi called police
the night of May 27 because he
feared that her relationship to
him would be revealed. He is
then accused of persuading po-
lice to hand Ruby over to anoth-
er alluring young woman, Ni-
cole Minetti — his former den-
tal hygienist, now a senior
regional official.

So far, Italians have been
forgiving, with Berlusconi’s
popularity damaged by the
scandal but not demolished.
But having such details aired
in a courtroom and not just on
newspaper pages, observers
say, could turn the tide against
Berlusconi.

‘‘If you start to hear some-
thing (that) is really embarrass-
ing and difficult to handle, I
think that could hurt the image
of Berlusconi and his position as
prime minister,’’ said Franco
Pavoncello, a political analyst at
John Cabot University in Rome.

Berlusconi’s trial for under-
age prostitution and abuse of
influence in front of a three-
woman panel of judges begins
April 6. The child prostitution
charge carries a possible pris-
on sentence of six months to
three years. The abuse of in-
fluence charge, which experts
say is more dangerous for Ber-

lusconi, carries a possible sen-
tence of four to 12 years.

If convicted of the latter
charge and sentenced to more
than five years, Berlusconi al-
so would be barred from ever
again holding public office.

Both the 74-year-old prime
minister and the now 18-year-
old Moroccan nightclub danc-
er deny having had sex togeth-
er. Ruby, in a TV interview on
a Mediaset channel, said Ber-
lusconi gave her ¤7,000
($9,000) the evening they met,
and later jewelry.

The trial, which will follow
the resumption of three other
criminal cases involving his
business dealings, will c r e a t e
both a legal morass for the
prime minister, and a judicial
juggling act as panels seek to
schedule hearings amid Berlus-
coni’s commitments as head of
government. While defendants
are not required to attend trials
in Italy, Berlusconi’s defense
has often invoked his willing-
ness to do so to seek dates
where official duties would not
prevent his attendance. Still, he
has rarely showed up in court.

Judge Cristina Di Censo’s is-
sued a terse five-line statement
confirming the indictments.
The decision allows for a speedy
trial, skipping the preliminary
hearing phase that alone can
take nearly a year, and affirms
prosecutors’ contention that the
crimes are connected, that they
were not committed in the
course of his duties. The trial it-
self will take months, if not
years, given the difficulty in
scheduling court appearances.

Berlusconi’s supporters had
asked that jurisdiction be trans-
ferred to a special body, called
Tribunal of Ministers, which
deals with offenses committed
by public officials in the execu-
tion of their duties. They argue
that Berlusconi called the Mi-
lan police to release Ruby on
grounds he was trying to avert
a diplomatic incident, believing
she was the niece of recently
ousted Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak.

‘‘We didn’t expect anything
different,’’ one of Berlusconi’s
attorneys, Piero Longo, was
quoted as saying by the Affari-
taliani website.

Pierluigi Bersani, the lead-
er of the opposition Democrat-
ic Party, called for Berlus-
coni’s resignation, demanding
early elections. ‘‘We don’t
want Italy to be drifting,’’ Ber-
sani said.

A decision to dissolve Parlia-
ment and hold new elections
rests with President Giorgio
Napolitano. He expressed con-
cerns over the bitter conflict be-
tween the prime minister and
the judiciary when the two met
over the weekend.

While Italian politics is very
polarized, Italians on the whole
so far have been tolerant of Ber-
lusconi’s antics and gaffes,
from cavorting with attractive
young women to commenting
on Barack Obama’s skin tone.

Still, there are signs of dis-
content, if not the kind of revo-
lution sweeping the Mediterra-
nean’s southern rim: More than
1 million women took to the
streets in weekend protests in a
show of dignity aimed against
what they see as denigrating
treatment of women.

Ruby’s fame, in the mean-
time, has grown. She has been
videotaped at nightclubs, and
is pictured in black lingerie
promoting a book in a new ad.

Berlusconi has unashamed-
ly flouted his love of beautiful
women — and even lashing out
at women he considers home-
ly, insulting opposition leader
Rosy Bindi as being ‘‘more
beautiful than intelligent.’’

When estranged wife Ve-
ronica Lario announced her
intention to divorce Berlus-
coni in 2009, she cited his in-
volvement with other young
women and promotion of star-
lets to lawmakers.

It also remains to be seen
how the trial affects his role as
Italy’s chief statesman.

His passion for female com-
pany is one he shares with ally
and Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi, who entertains hun-
dreds of young Italian women
at his traveling tent when he
visits Italy. But it is one that is
unlikely to endear him to fel-
low European leaders, many
of whom would have been un-
able to politically survive even
just the allegations that have
befallen Berlusconi.

A masterful politician and
businessman, Berlusconi has
proven himself a champion at
repelling previous legal chal-
lenges, many of which have
ended with the expiration of
the statute of limitations. He
recently survived challenges
in Parliament, too, barely
winning two back-to-back

confidence votes in December.
Later this month, Berlus-

coni’s trial on tax fraud relating
to the 1999 purchase of TV
rights resumes, followed quick-
ly by another accusing him of
paying a witness to lie in court.
Another tax fraud case, but per-
taining to events in 2007, will
continue with a preliminary
hearing next month.

To survive to the end of his
third stint in 2013, Berlusconi
will now find himself more be-
holden than ever to the North-
ern League. The populist party
and government ally recently
threatened to bolt to press pas-
sage of new rules giving towns
and cities more power of taxa-
tion, part of their push to disem-
power Rome and give more
power to the regions.

White House
denies reports
of Petraeus exit

Washington
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

The Pentagon said Tuesday no
decision has been made on
when Gen. David Petraeus
will leave his post as U.S. com-
mander in Afghanistan, after
a British newspaper reported
he would step down this year.

Responding to an account in
The Times, press secretary
Geoff Morrell said Petraeus
would eventually leave his
command of the International
Security Assistance Force but
there were no firm plans yet.

‘‘Despite some sensational
speculation by one of the London
papers, I can assure you Gen.
Petraeus is not quitting as ISAF
commander, but nor does he
plan to stay in Afghanistan for-
ever,’’ Morrell said. ‘‘Obviously
he will rotate out at some point,
but that point has not yet been
determined and it will not occur
anytime soon. Until then, he will
continue to ably lead our coali-
tion forces in Afghanistan.’’

The Washington Post, mean-
while, also reported that Pe-
traeus — as well as his deputy
commander, Gen. David Rodri-
guez — were widely expected to
step down by the end of the year.

Petraeus, the most well-
known officer in the American
military, has often been men-
tioned as a leading candidate
to succeed Adm. Mike Mullen
as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff — whose term
as the U.S. military’s top offi-
cer ends in September.

The Times reported that
President Barack Obama plans
to replace Petraeus, who was
appointed as commander eight
months ago, as part of a broad
reorganization of senior U.S. of-
ficials in Afghanistan.

Symbol: The 6,000-year-old
statue Hynesha ne Fron
(goddess on a throne) is
Kosovo’s trademark
archaeological find and
mascot.

Multicultural: The former Turkish bath in the center of Prizren KOSOVO EMBASSY

Fall in Rome: Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi attends a
parliamentary debate at the Senate in Rome in September. AP

Nicole Minetti
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