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Kuwait national day

Progress, growth mark 50 years of independenceAbdul-Rahman Humood Al-Otabi
AMBASSADOR OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT

------------------------------------------

2011 is of particular impor-
tance to the State of Kuwait.
T h i s  y e a r
marks the 50th
anniversary of
independen c e ,
the 50th anni-
versary of the
establishment
of diplomatic
relations be-
tween Kuwait and Japan, the
20th anniversary of the libera-
tion of Kuwait from the brutal
Iraqi occupation and the fifth
anniversary of the assumption
of power by His Highness
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Ja-
ber al-Sabah the amir of the
State of Kuwait.

On these occasions, I am
pleased and honored to con-
gratulate His Imperial Majes-
ty the Emperor Akihito, Her
Imperial Majesty the Em-
press Michiko, the Japanese
government and the friendly
Japanese people on the birth-
day of His Majesty and the
New Year, hoping it will be
filled with achievements for
the benefit of the bilateral re-

lations between both coun-
tries.

While the State of Kuwait is
celebrating the golden jubilee
of independence, it affirms its
fundamental principles of sup-
porting the persistent efforts
toward the progress and de-
velopment that aims at devel-
oping the human capabilities
in order to make a more effi-
cient contribution to interna-
tional development.

Since its independence, the
State of Kuwait, blessed with
abundant wealth, took the ini-
tiative to support nations with
scarce resources in their fight
against poverty and illiteracy.
And in order to sustain this
support, the State of Kuwait
established the Kuwait Fund
for Economic Development in
1961, which started its activi-
ties by supporting Arab states
and then extended its support
to all developing nations. To-
day, more than 100 countries
benefit from the services pro-
vided by the Kuwait Fund for

Economic Development with
loans totaling $14.5 billion,
equivalent to 1.3 percent of
gross national product (GNP)
and twice the rate set interna-
tionally.
On the other hand, the State of
Kuwait has adopted the princi-
ples of democracy. After its in-
dependence in January 1962, a
law was enacted to establish a
Constituent Assembly in
charge of ‘‘drafting a constitu-
tion that defines the system of
government based on the prin-
ciples of democracy and in-
spired by the reality of Kuwait
and its objectives.’’ The consti-
tution was adopted by the Con-
stituent Assembly in a session
held on Nov. 3, 1962, and was
approved, without any amend-
ments, by the late Amir of Ku-
wait Sheikh Abdullah al-Sa-
lem al-Sabah on Nov. 11, 1962.
Consequently, Kuwait entered
an new era of constitutional le-
gitimacy. Since then, democ-
racy has prevailed in Kuwait,
raising it to the ranks of civi-

lized nations.
Kuwait entered the third

millennium with a new pio-
neering spirit set by His High-
ness the amir that aims to
make Kuwait a financial and
global trading center. With
this noble goal, the State of Ku-
wait adopted a comprehensive
development plan extending

for the next five years with a
budget of $115 billion for infra-
structure development, con-
struction of ports and rail-
ways, building new cities and
improving the level of basic
services provided to citizens
and residents alike. In this re-
gard, the State of Kuwait is
proud of being among the top

rank between the Arab nations
and the world in terms of qual-
ity of education, quality of life,
health care, gender equality,
economic situation and politi-
cal freedoms, according to
ratings published by interna-
tional organizations, agencies
and other nongovernmental
organizations.

The State of Kuwait has
never hesitated to fulfill its in-
ternational and regional du-
ties, and it always calls for de-
velopment. In this sense, Ku-
wait considers that the
challenges facing today’s
world require a lot of effort to
introduce reforms and contin-
uous improvements to the en-
tities of the United Nations, its
agencies and programs in or-
der to enable it to cope with the
rapid changes in international
relations and in order to im-
prove their performance.

Kuwait has welcomed the
decision of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations,
entitled ‘‘systemwide coher-

ence,’’ that established a new
entity to promote internation-
al efforts for gender equality
and the empowerment of
women, and the post of under-
secretary general was created
for that purpose.

On the other hand, the State
of Kuwait considers that the
time has come to take the re-
quired steps to improve and
develop the work of the Securi-
ty Council, after more than 17
years of discussions regarding
these reforms, and to enable it
to have more transparency
and increase the number of its
members based on standards
that provide equitable and bal-
anced representation and
more efficiency in assuming
its duties and responsibilities.

Kuwait has experienced the
bitterness of dictatorship, but
the country shook off the dust
by itself. This year marks the
20th anniversary of the libera-
tion from the barbaric Iraqi
invasion. It is a painful memo-
ry that we, along with our

brothers in Iraq, have been de-
termined to overcome by es-
tablishing the rules for stable
relations based on the princi-
ples of mutual recognition of
sovereignty, independence,
good neighboring and nonin-
terference in internal affairs
and to solve the disputes by
peaceful means, to respect all
the resolutions of internation-
al legitimacy and to imple-
ment the remaining commit-
ments stipulated by the Secu-
rity Council’s decisions. The
State of Kuwait is optimistic
about the future of the bilater-
al relations with the Iraqi peo-
ple and is ready to continue to
provide all forms of support to
help the Iraqi government in
its efforts to establish securi-
ty, stability and to sustain
Iraq’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.

This year, the State of Ku-
wait celebrates the fifth anni-
versary of the assumption of
power by H.H. Sheikh Sabah
the amir of the State of Kuwait
on Jan. 29, 2006. The amir has
been at the top of Kuwaiti di-
plomacy since 1963 and
emerged as a one of the men
who have marked the history
of their nations. He has been
named the ‘‘sheikh (chief) of
diplomats’’ and he has a na-
tional vision calling for the
adoption of a new vision for na-
tional action based on an out-
look of the future without de-
nying the past and looking to-
ward the world while
preserving localism. This vi-
sion puts Kuwait in the rank of
nations that are committed to
sustaining the progress of civi-
lizations, and based on the val-
ues and founding principles of
the people of Kuwait over the
generations. The amir also
has an international vision
that comes from his keenness
to support and enhance Ku-
wait’s relations with all the na-
tions around the world in vari-
ous areas of politics, econom-
ics, information, culture and
others. Accordingly, he paid
several visits since he as-
sumed his responsibilities in
the 1950s and participated in
many conferences and inter-
national meetings during
which he submitted Kuwait’s
just issues to the world’s pub-
lic opinion.

Fortunately, this year
marks the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of the diplo-
matic relations between Ku-
wait and Japan. Japan was
one of the first countries to
recognize the independence of
the State of Kuwait on Dec. 8,
1961, under the government of
then Prime Minister Hayato
Ikeda. Since then, Kuwait and
Japan have been enjoying
friendly and deep relation-
ships and we always consider
Japan as a leader in many
areas. We have learned from
Japan how to emerge from the
ashes of destruction to be
among the developed coun-
tries, which in itself, is a les-
son to all nations and people.

We always look forward to
promoting our relations to-
ward high levels of coopera-
tion and to take the best of Ja-
pan’s scientific and economic
knowhow by concluding
agreements in several areas,
and the latest was the Agree-
ment on the Prevention of
Double Taxation, which was
signed in February 2010, as
well as the Agreement on the
Promotion and Protection of
Investments, which is to be
concluded this year. The State
of Kuwait is keen to treat Ja-
pan preferentially as a part-
ner and as a major oil import-
er. Therefore, as a member
country of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC), Kuwait will do
its best to keep oil prices at
levels acceptable to both pro-
ducers and consumers alike.

The State of Kuwait, which
celebrates these anniversa-
ries, can never forget the
stand of the Japanese govern-
ment and the people of Japan
in supporting Kuwait during
Iraq’s brutal occupation in
1990 and their efforts during
the liberation war. Conse-
quently, the State of Kuwait,
its leadership and people, ex-
pressed and will continue to
express thanks and gratitude
to Japan. Finally, the State of
Kuwait hopes that Japan, with
its private sector, will be an
active participant in the fu-
ture development projects in
the State of Kuwait.

In conclusion, both Japan
and Kuwait will celebrate this
year’s auspicious occasion in
several events that will reflect
the level of bilateral relations
between the two countries.

Crown Prince of the State of
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf
al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah

Traditional vessels: Kuwaitis used to fish with many kinds of ships to live off the resources of the sea. EMBASSY OF KUWAIT

Entertainment: The waterfront setting makes the Al-Kout shopping mall a pleasant place to
relax, shop and dine. EMBASSY OF KUWAIT

Amir of the State of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad
al-Jaber al-Sabah
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Riyadh acts to stave off protests
Saudi Arabian
officials unveil
unprecedented
economic plan

Cairo
AP

------------------------------------------

As Saudi Arabia’s 86-year-old
monarch returned home from
back surgery, his government
tried to get ahead of potential
unrest in the oil-rich country
Wednesday by announcing an
unprecedented economic pack-
age that will provide Saudis in-
terest-free home loans, unem-
ployment assistance and
sweeping debt forgiveness.

The total cost was estimat-
ed at 135 billion Saudi riyals
($36 billion), but this was not
largess. Saudi Arabia clearly
wants no part of the revolts
and bloodshed sweeping the
already unsettled Arab world.

Saudi officials are ‘‘pump-
ing in huge amounts of money
into areas where it will have
an obvious trickle-down by ad-
dressing issues like housing
shortages,’’ said John Sfaki-
anakis, chief economist for the
Riyadh-based Banque Saudi
Fransi. ‘‘It has, really, a social
welfare purpose to it.’’

The most prominent step
was the injection of 40 billion
riyals ($10.7 billion) into a
fund that provides interest-
free loans for Saudis to buy or
build homes. The move could
help reduce an 18-year waiting
list for Saudis to qualify for a
loan, Sfakianakis said.

Another 15 billion riyals ($4
billion) was being put into the
General Housing Authority’s
budget, while the Saudi Credit

& Savings Bank was to get 30
billion riyals ($8 billion) in
capital. The bank provides
loans for marriage and setting
up a business, among other
things, and is supported by the
Saudi government.

Other measures included a
15 percent cost of living adjust-
ment for government workers,
a year of unemployment assis-
tance for youth and nearly dou-
bling to 15 individuals the size of
families that are eligible for
state aid. The government also
will write off the debts of people
who had borrowed from the de-
velopment fund and later died.

While Saudi Arabia has been
mostly spared the unrest rip-
pling through the Middle East,
a robust protest movement has
risen up in its tiny neighbor,

Bahrain, which like others
around the region is centered
on calls for representative gov-
ernment and relief from pover-
ty and unemployment.

There are no government
figures in Saudi Arabia that
provide a national income
breakdown, but analysts esti-
mate that there are more than
450,000 jobless in the country.

Despite the stereotype of
rich Saudis driving SUVs, large
swaths of the population rely on
government help and live in
government-provided housing.
The nation has a rapidly grow-
ing population of youths —
about two-thirds of the popula-
tion is under 29 — many of
whom are chaffing under the
harsh religious rules that keep
the sexes largely segregated.

King Abdullah returned to
the situation Wednesday after
spending three months in the
United States and Morocco
getting treatment for a bad
back. The economic sweeten-
ers were announced before his
plane landed.

The unrest in Bahrain, a
Gulf Cooperation Council
member state, is what has
most worried Saudi Arabia
and other gulf nations.

Their worries, in turn,
translate into concerns in the
broader global oil market
since most of those nations are
key OPEC members. Saudi
Arabia sits atop the world’s
largest proven reserves of
conventional crude.

Few other Arab nations
have had much success in us-

ing money to quash the pro-
tests. Egyptian President Hos-
ni Mubarak offered it as a car-
rot in the first days of the pro-
tests but was ousted shortly
thereafter. The 15 percent pay
and pension raise he promised,
however, remains in effect for
public-sector employees.

Others, like Jordan and Ye-
men, have looked to boost sub-
sidies, and Jordan is reviving
a government body that en-
sures the prices of basic com-
modities are within reach of
the poor.

But Jordan, like other Arab
countries where the protests
are still ongoing, is not in the
clear, and Saudi Arabia’s lead-
ers are watching closely, hop-
ing to stave off a contagion
within their borders.

Youths target Lebanon confessions

FOCUS
------------------------------------------

Beirut
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Protests sweeping the Middle
East have given new impetus
to Lebanese youths who have
launched their own revolt on
Facebook in a bid — albeit im-
probable — to bring down Leb-
anon’s confessional system.

Using slogans popularized
by protesters in Tunisia and
Egypt, several pages urging
the Lebanese to bring down the
country’s confessional ‘‘re-
gime’’ or calling for a ‘‘day of
wrath’’ against confessional-
ism, corruption and poverty
have appeared recently on the
social networking site.

‘‘Lebanese youths, rise up
against the oppression of t h i s
regime,’’ writes Mahmoud al-
Khatib on facebook.com/lebre-
volution, which has attracted
more than 10,000 friends.

But observers and those be-
hind the initiative say they are
well aware that changing the
system, in which most govern-
ment and other posts are at-
tributed according to religion
rather than merit, will b  e a
hard-won battle.

‘‘The Lebanese are always
boasting about their freedom
and democracy as compared to
other Arab countries,’’ said
Hassan Chouman, a computer
analyst in favor of change.

‘‘But Arab countries each
have one dictator whereas we

have at least seven or eight,’’
he added, referring to the po-
litical leaders who rule in Leb-
anon and represent the coun-
try’s various Christian and
Muslim communities.

Contrary to other countries
in the Middle East, Lebanon’s
system of government is root-
ed in a 1943 power-sharing
agreement adopted after the
country won its independence
from France. Aimed at main-
taining a balance between the
18 religious sects, the agree-
ment calls for the president to
b  e a Maronite Christian, the
prime minister to be a Sunni
Muslim and the speaker of
Parliament a Shiite Muslim.

Other government jobs are
also allocated according to re-
ligious affiliation.

‘‘In Lebanon, competence
doesn’t stand for much,’’ said
Ghassan al-Azzi, political sci-
ence professor at Lebanese
University. ‘‘The leader of
each community appoints
members of his clan to top
posts which renders our public
administration rotten.’’

And changing such a sys-
tem is a bigger challenge than
bringing down a dictator, he
said. ‘‘Here in Lebanon, if you
hold street protests, it is not
clear who it would target,
which institution, which
group. There is nothing tangi-
ble,’’ Azzi added.

Religion plays such a major
part in all aspects of Lebanese
society that even secular poli-

ticians are forced to join the
system if they wish to survive,
he noted.

One Facebook message put
it bluntly: ‘‘This movement is
bound to fail unless each con-
fession brings down its own
leader,’’ it said.

Antoine Messarra, a member
of the Constitutional Council,
said change will not come
through a revolution in Lebanon
but rather step by step, through
education and better ties be-
tween the state and its citizens.
‘‘We shouldn’t settle for promis-
es but must address the prob-
lem methodically,’’ he said.

But for some, the current
wave of upheaval in the Arab
world is reason to hope that
change is possible, despite
deep divisions in the country
pitting a pro-Western camp
against a Hezbollah bloc
backed by Iran and Syria.

‘‘The lesson to be drawn
from the revolutions in Egypt
and Tunisia is that we must
put aside all our differences in
favor of a common objective,’’
said Abu Reem, 39, adminis-
trator of the Facebook page ti-
tled ‘‘the Lebanese people
want to bring down the confes-
sional system.’’

He said an open meeting
would be held on March 6 in
Beirut to plot out the next
move after his page garnered
more than 10,000 admirers.

‘‘Nothing is impossible,
even if it’s a long road ahead,’’
Abu Reem said.

Wisconsin governor
‘punked’ by fake donor
Madison Wis.
AP

------------------------------------------

A prank caller pretending to
be a billionaire conservative
businessman was able to have
a lengthy conversation with
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker
about his strategy to cripple
public employee unions in the
state, the governor’s office
confirmed Wednesday.

On the call, Walker joked
about bringing a baseball bat
to a meeting with Democratic
leaders, said it would ‘‘be out-
standing’’ to be flown out to
California by businessman
David Koch for a good time af-
ter the battle is over, and said
he expected the antiunion
movement to spread across
the country.

Audio was posted on the
Buffalo Beast, a left-leaning
website based in New York,
and quickly spread across the
Internet.

The standoff between the
governor and Democratic
lawmakers is being closely
watched across the U.S. be-
cause other conservative Re-
publican governors may try to
go after powerful public em-
ployee unions as part of their
budget-cutting policies.

Public-sector unions are an
important part of the Demo-
cratic Party base. President
Barack Obama and other
Democrats will need the
strong support of unions in the
2012 election to counter a huge
influx of corporate funds al-
lowed under a Supreme Court
decision last year.

During the call, Walker com-
pared his stand with that taken
by President Ronald Reagan
when he fired the country’s air-
traffic controllers during a la-
bor dispute in 1981.

‘‘That was the first crack in
the Berlin Wall and led to the
fall of the Soviets,’’ Walker
said on the recording.

Democrats ripped Walker’s
comments on the Wisconsin As-
sembly floor Wednesday morn-
ing, saying they had nothing to
do with his assertion that legis-
lation stripping public employ-
ees’ collective bargaining
rights is needed to help solve a
looming budget deficit in the
Midwestern state.

‘‘That’s why we must fight
it! That is why people must
come to the Capitol and fight

this!’’ Rep. Jon Richards
yelled as thousands of protest-
ers inside the rotunda roared
in approval. ‘‘This isn’t about
balancing the budget, this is
about a political war.’’

Walker spokesman Cullen
Werwie confirmed Walker
took the call, which will only
heighten widespread suspi-
cions that brothers David and
Charles Koch are pulling
strings in Wisconsin’s battle as
part of a conservative agenda
to limit the unions’ power.

The governor’s plan would
take away the ability of state
and local public employees to
collectively bargain for work-
ing conditions, benefits or any-
thing other than their base sal-
aries. Unions would not collect
mandatory dues and would
face a vote of its members ev-
ery year to stay in existence.

The plan has set off more
than a week of demonstrations
at the Capitol, and prompted
Wisconsin Senate Democrats to
flee the state to block its pas-
sage. Similar ideas are b e i n g
pushed in some other states
with Republican governors.

On Ohio, Republican state
senators said Wednesday they
will support allowing union-
ized state employees to collec-
tively bargain for their wages,
a reversal of a bill provision
that had drawn thousands of
protesters to the Statehouse.

Ohio’s possible olive branch
of negotiated wages comes in a
bill that still would not allow
unions to bargain for benefits,
sick time, vacation or other
conditions. And the bill would
permit no strikes for any public
employee from the local level to
the state; such limitations exist
in more than 30 states.

In the prank phone call in
Wisconsin, the man pretend-
ing to be Koch said, ‘‘You’re
the first domino.’’

‘‘Yep, this is our moment,’’
Walker said.

The brothers own Koch In-
dustries, Inc., which is the
largest privately owned com-
pany in America and has sig-
nificant operations in Wiscon-
sin. Its political action com-
mittee gave $43,000 to
Walker’s campaign, and do-
nated heavily to the Republi-
can Governors’ Association,
which funded ads attacking
Walker’s opponent in last
year’s election.

Diplomatic relations, cultural ties
continue to flourish after 50 years
Kuniyasu Takeda
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-KUWAIT SOCIETY

------------------------------------------

On this auspicious occasion of
the 61st National Day of the
State of Kuwait, I am pleased
to offer on be-
half of the
members of the
Japan-Kuwa i t
Society our sin-
cerest greet-
ings and con-
gratulations to
His Highness
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sa-
bah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sa-
bah, His Highness Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf al-Ah-
mad al-Jaber al-Sabah, and
His Highness Prime Minister
Sheikh Nasser al-Mohammed
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, as well as
to the friendly people of Ku-
wait.

I am pleased to witness the
distinguished leadership Ku-
wait demonstrates in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
for the stability and prosperity
of the entire Middle East.

While the diplomatic rela-
tions between Japan and Ku-
wait are taking a smooth
course to date, I am happy to
note that our two countries
will mark the 50th anniversa-
ry of diplomatic ties in Decem-
ber. Official and private visits
have multiplied, proving the
steadfast joint efforts of col-
laborative activities in sci-

ence, technology and culture,
to say nothing of the close dip-
lomatic and economic tieups.
The official visit to Japan in
June last year by H.E. Dr. Mu-
hammad al-Sabah al-Salem
al-Sabah, deputy prime minis-
ter and minister of foreign af-
fairs of Kuwait, was one of the
milestones of our expanding
relations. The deputy premier
co-chaired the first joint com-
mittee meeting of the govern-
ments of Japan and Kuwait,
with H.E. Katsuya Okada,
then minister of foreign af-
fairs, co-chairing as his coun-
terpart. The two-nation com-
mittee, organized to discuss
ways of developing friendly
ties, exchanged views on ex-
tensive bilateral topics includ-
ing commemorative events to
highlight the 50th anniversary
of Japan-Kuwait diplomatic
relations.

In the cultural sphere as
well, Kuwait sent the largest
delegation to The Eighth Sem-
inar of the Dialogue among
Civilizations between Japan
and the Islamic World, held in
Tokyo in February last year,
showing its enthusiastic atten-
tion to intercivilizational is-
sues. H.E. Dr. Adel al-Falah,
undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Religious Endowment
and Islamic Affairs, headed
the group of Kuwaiti intellec-
tuals and delivered a speech
on behalf of the Islamic coun-

tries. The dialogue, aimed at
establishing multilayered re-
lations between Japan and the
Islamic world, recorded con-
structive discussions on the
subjects including cross-
cultural collaborations, youth
exchanges and the pursuit of
common values among civili-
zations.

Behind the excellent official
relations, the Japan-Kuwait
Society has laid the ground-
work for academic and cultur-
al exchanges between our two
peoples for the past 46 years.
With cultural and Islamic sub-
jects as focal points, we have
published a number of books
in Japanese to acquaint read-
ers with Islamic culture and
civilization.

Last but not least, I would
like to offer my sincerest ap-
preciation to H.E. Abdul-
Rahman Humood Al-Otaibi,
ambassador of Kuwait to Ja-
pan, for his amazingly power-
ful outreach efforts for en-
hancing mutual understand-
ing and cooperation between
our two nations. I happily no-
tice that his initiative to pro-
mote Kuwait’s publicity over
a broader reach of the Japa-
nese population has proved
successful.

Hoping that our excellent
relations further develop, I
pray for the prosperity and
progress of Kuwait and its
peace-loving people.

Illuminations: The new building of the Ministry of Information, with the national symbol
projected on the facade, and the 372-meter Liberation Tower (right), completed in 1993, are
landmarks of Kuwait. EMBASSY OF KUWAIT

CRY OF FREEDOM 

Thousands of antigovernment protesters in northern Iraq chant slogans as they demonstrate
against the Kurdish region’s leadership in Sulaimaniyah on Wednesday. AFP-JIJI

Back to business: Saudi officials welcome King Abdullah upon his arrival at King Khaled Airport in Riyadh on Wednesday. AP
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