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national day of Bulgaria

A modern state with ancient traditions, a gateway to Europe
Lubomir Todorov
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF

BULGARIA

------------------------------------------

Bulgaria is situated at the
center of the Balkan Peninsu-
la and has a population of
n e a r l y  8 m i l l i o n
people. It is
known in Ja-
pan mainly as
the country of
healthy yo-
gurt, fragrant
roses and sumo
wrestler Ko-
tooshu.

Despite its comparatively
small area, the country
boasts 30,000 monuments of
culture, 30 cultural reserves,
160 monasteries and more
than 300 museums and galler-
ies.

The oldest processed gold
in the world, dating from at

least 4,000 B.C., was discov-
ered in Bulgaria. Our country
takes pride in having seven
cultural and two natural heri-
tages included on the UNES-
CO World Heritage list, as
well as two intangible heri-
tages on the UNESCO Repre-
sentative List of the Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity.

Many Japanese know the
ancient saying of Confucius
‘‘Onko chishin,’’ which can be
translated as ‘‘Look into the
future, learning from the
past.’’ Our country, too,
standing on its ancient tradi-
tions, is looking into the fu-
ture.

After deep reforms, which
Bulgaria started in 1989, we
now have a pluralistic demo-
cratic political system and
functioning market econo-
my.

In recent years our tradi-
tionally friendly relations
with Japan have gained new
substance, quality dynamics
and prospects. Today, a  s a
member of NATO and the Eu-
ropean Union, Bulgaria
shares with Japan the same
values and ideals, as well as
common positions on major
international issues. This
provides a stable basis and
new opportunities for the
deepening and strengthening
of our relationship not only on
a bilateral basis, but also in
the comprehensive frame-
work of the EU-Japan rela-
tionship.

Leading the most powerful
delegation in the history of bi-
lateral relations, including
four ministers and five mem-
bers of parliament, Bulgari-
an Prime Minister H.E. Boy-
ko Borissov visited Japan

this January.
This was Borissov’s first

visit to Asia, which showed
the high-level priority of Ja-
pan in Bulgaria’s foreign pol-
icy agenda and gave further
impetus to the active cooper-
ation and dialogue between
the two states in recent
years.

Admittedly, compared to
the active political relation-
ship, the economic ties lag
behind in terms of the sub-
stantial potential for their de-
velopment. Therefore, fur-
ther opportunities for cooper-
ation in the fields of
renewable energy, green
technologies (including elec-
tric vehicles), smart-grid
technologies, infrastructure,
the food industry, etc., were
discussed during the visit.

In the 21st century, Bulgar-
ia is an important crossroads
not only of cultures, but also
for the production and trans-
fer of different goods as well
as energy. EU membership
and participation in the com-
mon market, utilization of
EU funds, improvement of
the infrastructure as well as
favorable business condi-
tions have turned Bulgaria
into a gate between Europe
and Asia, wide open for po-
tential Asian investors aim-
ing at access to the enormous
European market.

Strategic geographical po-
sition is important, but this is
not our only advantage. Bul-
garia offers some of the most
favorable business opportu-
nities. The economy is stable
and growing, corporate taxes
and investment costs are
among the lowest in Europe,
the labor force is skilled and
educated, and the govern-
ment is making resolute
steps to attract foreign com-

panies.
All of the above-mentioned

facts predetermine the good
business and investment cli-
mate that we can provide to
foreign investors, including
Japanese companies, consid-
ering accessing the Bulgari-
an and the European market.
Japan has rendered valuable
support to Bulgaria in the
transition period and we feel
that the time has come to ex-
ert more efforts into the de-
velopment of a mutually ben-
eficial economic relation-
ship.

Bulgaria and Japan have
always had strong cultural
ties, and the strive for the
strengthening of economic
and political relations is not

at the expense of cultural ex-
change. This is evident in the
various Bulgarian cultural
events held in Japan and the
annual Days of Japanese cul-
ture in Bulgaria.

I take this opportunity to
express my sincere gratitude
to all people and organiza-
tions in the private sector as
well as at the local level, who
have contributed to the Bul-
garian cultural presence in
Japan and the mutual under-
standing between both na-
tions. Let me express my sin-
cere hope that our common
efforts will further deepen
and strengthen the tradition-
ally friendly ties between our
two nations for the sake of fu-
ture generations.

Valya Balkanska: cosmic voice from outer space
Valya Balkanska is one of the
most famous Bulgarian folk
music singers.

She was born in the
Rhodope Mountains in
southern Bulgaria, known for
magnificent natural scenery
and as a home to different
ethnicities and religions.

The area is also famous for
folk music and especially for
the Rhodope bagpipe
(‘‘gaida’’).

Valya Balkanska is best
known for singing the song
‘‘Izlel e Delyu Haidutin,’’ which
is part of the Voyager Golden
Record selection of music
included in the Voyager
spacecraft launched in 1977.
Voyager has a gold-plated

gramophone record containing
the voices, whispers, songs
and music of our planet,

including Valya Balkanska‘s
song, as a message from our
planet to other possibly
existing civilizations in space.
Selections from Beethoven,
Bach, Mozart and Louis
Armstrong are among the
music accompanying the
Bulgarian song in its
6,000-year-long journey.

In 2002, the president of
Bulgaria awarded Valya
Balkanska with the highest
Bulgarian award, the Stara
Planina Orden.

She was also honored by
UNESCO as a ‘‘citizen of the
planet.’’

Her ‘‘cosmic’’ voice
continues to fascinate people
in Bulgaria and over the world.

GOP foreign policy
leadership lacking
Lawmakers short on experience
of issues outside U.S. borders
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Even as Washington is preoc-
cupied with the threat of a gov-
ernment shutdown, news from
abroad has insistently pushed
its way onto the front page in
recent weeks, with unrest in
the Middle East spreading
from Tunisia and Egypt to
Libya and across the region.

It’s obvious who speaks for
Democrats on these issues:
President Barack Obama is
commander in chief and the
author of the foreign policy of
his country and his party. Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, a political star in
her own right, echoes and am-
plifies Obama’s message.

Across the aisle, the situa-
tion is less clear. When it
comes to foreign policy, who
speaks for the GOP?

Typically, when a party
doesn’t hold the White House,
the answer to that question
should be found on Capitol
Hill. Yet the Republican co-
hort in Congress has few law-
makers who are both experi-
enced enough and high-profile
enough to serve as effective
party spokesmen on issues be-
yond U.S. borders.

Republicans also don’t yet
have a 2012 presidential nomi-
nee to rally behind, and the
current field of potential can-
didates is thin on defense and
foreign policy veterans.

‘‘There’s clearly a vacuum
here,’’ said James Carafano,
who heads the Douglas and Sa-
rah Allison Center for Foreign
Policy Studies at the conser-
vative Heritage Foundation.

House Speaker John Boeh-
ner cut his teeth working on
education and labor issues and
has never been closely associ-
ated with foreign policy or mil-
itary matters. House Majority

Leader Eric Cantor has been
outspoken on issues affecting
Israel and the Middle East,
though he has primarily
served on the tax-writing
Ways and Means Committee.

‘‘He’s probably the most elo-
quent Republican on Israel,’’
Rep. Christopher Smith, a se-
nior member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, said of Cantor.

In the Senate, Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell has
been closely identified with
some global topics, particu-
larly China. Yet he, too, is
known more for his work as an
appropriator and party leader
than as a foreign policy sage.
Senate Minority Whip Jon Kyl

has been a leader on some de-
fense issues — he was a key ne-
gotiator on the recent New
START arms control treaty —
but he plans to retire in 2012.

Sen. Dick Lugar, the top Re-
publican on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, might also be
gone soon, but for a different
reason. Although he has long
experience on foreign policy is-
sues, particularly arms con-
trol, many Republicans think
he is too liberal, and he faces a
serious re-election threat in
next year’s GOP primary.

House Foreign Affairs
Chairwoman Ileana Ros-Leh-
tinen, meanwhile, is political-
ly safe and has the advantage
of serving in the majority. But
she says she does not consider

herself to be a leading national
voice for her party.

‘‘The president is always go-
ing to (overshadow) anyone
from either party,’’ Ros-Lehti-
nen said. ‘‘It’s very hard to
have a megaphone as ampli-
fied . .  . as the president’s.’’

Smith said there is no single
spokesman for the party over-
all; different voices can repre-
sent the GOP depending on the
issue. Smith has spoken for
years on human rights issues,
especially in China. Ros-Leh-
tinen is closely identified with
Cuba and the Middle East,
Cantor is outspoken on Israel,
Lugar on nuclear arms con-
trol, Sen. Lindsey Graham on
detainee issues, and so on.

Real policy divides exist
among Republicans, with neo-
conservatives long advocating a
muscular role for the U.S.
abroad while a growing liber-
tarian wing is more skeptical of
foreign entanglements. That
can make it harder for the party
to unite behind one leader.

‘‘If somebody really starts
saying ‘I’m the spokesperson on
foreign policy,’ they might end
up getting attacked’’ by one side
or the other, Carafano said.

While none of the current
top GOP presidential contend-
ers is closely identified with
national security issues, the
last nominee certainly was.
John McCain, the top Republi-
can on the Armed Services
Committee, might still be the
most prominent voice in his
party on foreign policy.

The Arizona senator just re-
turned from a two-week tour
of the Middle East, meeting
with key officials in a half-doz-
en countries. He has become
increasingly outspoken in crit-
icizing the Middle East poli-
cies of Obama, the man who
beat him 28 months ago.

‘‘We need a John McCain’’ in
2012, Ros-Lehtinen said.
‘‘Where have all our states-
men gone? I don’t know. . . .
We have a great message. We
just need a messenger.’’

U.S. government shutdown averted for now
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

House and Senate leaders on
Tuesday bought themselves a
little more time in their efforts
to avoid a government shut-
down, agreeing to a two-week
funding extension that includes
$4 billion in spending cuts.

The deal, which eliminates
dozens of earmarks and a hand-
ful of little-known programs that
President Barack Obama has
identified as unnecessary, sailed
through the House on a 335-91
vote. Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, who initially resist-
ed including cuts any in a short-
term funding extension, predict-
ed it would pass that chamber as
early as Wednesday.

Obama also got involved,
after largely staying on the

sidelines. He placed a 10-min-
ute call to House Speaker John
Boehner to discuss the tempo-
rary spending bill.

If the Senate approves the
measure, Republicans and
Democrats will have until
March 18 before the govern-
ment runs out of money.

Ultimately, both parties
must find common ground on
a longer-term spending plan
that will keep the government
in business through the end of
the fiscal year, Sept. 30.

The House, held by the Re-
publicans, passed a measure
last month that would reduce
spending by $61 billion over the
seven months left in this fiscal
year. The Democrats, who con-
trol the Senate, say those cuts
are too steep and would endan-
ger both the economic recovery

and a host of vital programs.
The scramble to pass the two-

week extension underscored a
reality that belies the bellicose
talk surrounding the prospect of
a shutdown: Leaders of both
parties are desperate to avoid
one, in no small part because
they recognize that both sides
would probably come out losers.

This would not be an exact re-
prise of the back-to-back shut-
downs of 1995 and 1996. Republi-
cans bore the brunt of the blame
that time. A Washington Post
poll released this week suggest-
ed that this time, voters would
apportion fault about equally to
both parties.

What has changed? The
state of the economy is far
more precarious than it was in
the mid-1990s, the deficit is 10
times as large, and the pub-

lic’s confidence in elected offi-
cials is even lower.

Both sides recognize they
are not on particularly strong
political footing.

Republicans, who only re-
cently returned to power in the
House, understand that their
mandate is fragile and that it is
not time to bring the roof down.

‘‘The American people’s pri-
orities are clear,’’ said Boeh-
ner spokesman Michael Steel.
‘‘They want to keep the gov-
ernment open, and they want
to cut spending.’’

Democrats have their own
challenges. Unlike 1995, they
have control of the Senate. That
gives them more leverage to
hold the GOP in check and as-
sert their own priorities, but it
also means they can’t escape
blame for any impasse.

IN BRIEF
---------------------------------------

Obama grew up in
Kenya: Huckabee
Washington AP

A possible Republican
presidential candidate
suggested in a radio interview
that President Barack
Obama’s childhood in Kenya
shaped his worldview — even
though Obama did not visit
Kenya until he was in his 20s.

Former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee told a New
York radio station Monday
that Obama’s youth led him to
resent the West, which he said
explains why Obama’s foreign
policy differs so greatly from
that of his predecessors.

‘‘One thing that I do know is
his having grown up in Kenya,
his view of the Brits, for
example, (is) very different
than the average American,’’
Huckabee said, pointing to
Obama’s decision in 2009 to
return a bust of former Prime
Minister Winston Churchill.

He failed to note that the
bust was on loan from former
Prime Minister Tony Blair,
who offered it to President
George W. Bush in the days
after the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks as a symbol
of trans-Atlantic solidarity.

Dodd secures job as
Hollywood lobbyist
Washington AFP-JIJI

The Motion Picture
Association of America
announced Tuesday that
former Senate banking
supremo Christopher Dodd
will become their leading man
in Washington, grabbing one
of the most coveted lobbying
gigs in the U.S. capital.

After decades navigating the
world of credit, derivatives and
swaps, from mid-March the
silver-haired Dodd will step into
one replete with celluloid,
directors and starlets.

The former Connecticut
senator stepped down from his
seat in January after five
terms in office.

Dodd is no stranger to the
silver screen. According to the
Internet Movie Database, he
played himself in the 1993
comedy ‘‘Dave’’ staring Kevin
Kline and Sigourney Weaver.

Valya Balkanska

KICK UP YOUR HEELS 

A woman toboggans during a traditional Orthodox Shrovetide ceremony to celebrate the end of winter in the village of
Shuvalovka, near St. Petersburg, Russia, on Sunday. AFP-JIJI

‘If somebody really
starts saying ‘‘I’m the
spokesperson on
foreign policy,’’ they
might end up getting
attacked’ by one side
or the other.
JAMES CARAFANO, HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Sacred place: Rila Monastery, founded in the 10th century, is
a UNESCO World Heritage site. BULGARIAN EMBASSY
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