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Bangladesh independence day

Nation works to realize vision of ‘Golden Bangla’
Md. Zillur Rahman
PRESIDENT, THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

OF BANGLADESH

-----------------------------------------

On the occasion of our great
Independence and National
Day, I convey my heartfelt
greetings and felicitations to the
countrymen living at home and
abroad.

The historic Independence
Day is a glorious day in our
national life. We achieved our
long-cherished independence
through a nine-month-long
armed struggle and the
supreme sacrifices of millions.
On this solemn day, I pay my
deep homage to the martyrs
who laid down their lives in the
War of Liberation in 1971. I pray
to the Almighty for the salvation
of those departed immortal
souls.

On this very memorable day,
I recall with profound respect
the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who proclaimed our
country’s independence on
March 26, 1971. Responding to

his clarion call courageous
people from all walks of life
participated in the war and
achieved victory through
armed struggle.

I also recall with deep
respect our four national

leaders: valiant freedom
fighters and organizers who
rendered their dedicated efforts
and enthusiastic support that
accelerated the achievement of
our victory.

I also remember with deep
respect the contributions of the
late Sher-e-Bangla A.K. Fazlul

Haque, Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy and Moulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani
toward inspiring our people at
various stages of the struggle.
The contributions of those
valiant sons of the soil would be
ever written in the history of our
independence.

One of the prime objectives
of our hard-earned
independence was to build a
happy and prosperous
Bangladesh. Keeping that in
mind, the government is
rendering untiring efforts in
materializing the objectives of
independence.

With the span of time, we
have achieved some significant
progress in the fields of
agriculture, education, health,
rural infrastructure,
communication, ICT, youth,
women and children, women
empowerment, etc.

The government is also very
sincere to establishing the rule
of law and human rights in the
country, and institutionalizing
democracy. Our achievement

in the international arena is also
notable. Despite attaining
progress, we have a long way
to go to achieve the desired
goals of independence. I
believe concerted efforts from
all are imperative in this regard.

It is a matter of satisfaction
that the people of our country
are democracy loving. Without
achieving the
institutionalization of
democracy, overall
development is hard to attain.
Tolerance, fortitude and
respect for other’s opinions are
the preconditions for a
flourishing democracy.
Therefore, it is of paramount
importance to maintain
patience, forbearance at all
levels and to be respectful of
other’s opinions in a democratic
pluralism. Let us make our
national parliament a center of
excellence in solving our
national issues through
discussion.

I am confident, all,
irrespective of party affiliation,
would play a responsible role in

fulfilling the hopes and
aspirations of our common
people by playing their due role.

The present government,
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, has
declared ‘‘Vision 2021’’ with a
view to attaining the ‘‘Golden
Bangla’’ dreamed of by
Bangabandhu. I believe people
from all strata of life would
contribute to build an IT-based
happy and prosperous
Bangladesh by materializing
the ‘‘vision’’ at the Golden
Jubilee of Independence in
2021.

On this Independence Day, I
urge all, living at home and
abroad, to work unitedly,
imbued with the spirit of the War
of Liberation to expedite
economic self-reliance and
democratic advancement as we
are committed to building a
respectful, happy and
prosperous Bangladesh for our
next generation.

May the Almighty be with us.
Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh
Live Forever.

Economic, social progress transforms Bangladesh
Dr. Dipu Moni
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE PEOPLE’S

REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

------------------------------------------

Today is the historic Indepen-
dence and National Day of
Bangladesh. Forty years
ago, on this day, Bangaban-
d h u  S h e i k h
Mujibur Rah-
man, the Fa-
ther of the Na-
tion, declared
Bangladesh an
i  n  d e p e n d e n t
and sovereign
country. This
d  e c l a r a t i o n
marked the culmination of
our epic struggle for an inde-
pendent entity.

On this great day, I extend
my warmest felicitations and
greetings to all Bangladesh
nationals living at home and
abroad.

I recall with profound re-
spect our undisputed leader
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman, and our four na-
tional leaders, Sayed Nazrul
Islam, Tajuddin Ahamad, M.
Mansur Ali and A.H.M Ka-
maruzzaman who steered
our heroic War of Liberation.

I pay deep tributes to the
valiant freedom fighters and
the martyrs whose sacrifices
have led us to our indepen-
dence. I also salute those
brave women, the ‘‘birangan-
as,’’ who were subjected to
heinous form of war crimes
and crimes against humani-
ty.

Since our independence in
1971, Bangladesh has evolved
significantly.

We have established a tol-
erant, pluralistic and egali-
tarian society, an inclusive
democracy and gained recog-
nition from the world com-
munity.

Bangladesh today is one of
the 11 emerging economies in
the world, after Brazil, Rus-
sia, India and China (BRIC).
Bangladesh is a role model

for fighting poverty and ex-
tremism, empowering wom-
en, disaster management
and in coping with the chal-
lenges posed by global cli-
mate change.

For m ore than two de-
cades, Bangladesh has been a
frontline contributor to U.N.
peacekeeping missions
across the globe.

After the historic Decem-
ber elections in 2008, which
brought the democratic and
secular forces to office with a
sweeping majority in parlia-
ment, Bangladesh is now wit-
nessing rapid transformation
under the dynamic leader-
ship of Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina. Our coun-
try is making remarkable
strides in various sectors.

Its impressive achieve-
ment particularly in the so-
cial sector continues to re-
ceive recognition in the inter-
national community.

The winning of the MDG
Award by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina dur-
ing the 65th UNGA for achiev-
ing targeted reduction in in-
fant mortality is a testimony
in this regard.

The Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina announced
Vision 2021 to transform Ban-
gladesh into a Digital Ban-
gladesh and to graduate Ban-
gladesh to a middle-income
country by the time we will be
celebrating the Golden Jubi-
lee of our independence. Our
government has also taken
various steps to implement
these goals.

Needless to say, in this
onerous task, Bangladesh
would need the support of the
international community, in-
cluding members of our dias-
pora. The government under
the leadership of Bangaban-
dhu’s daughter Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na is committed to establish
the values and aspirations of
the war of independence. Af-

ter assuming office Jan. 6,
2009, we have been trying re-
lentlessly to establish a soci-
ety based on the rule of law,
strengthen democratic insti-
tutions, uphold human rights

and ensure good governance.
The government remains
committed to bring the al-
leged war criminals to jus-
tice, and I would like to reit-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Bangladesh honors its heroes
by keeping their ideals alive

Sheikh Hasina
PRIME MINISTER, THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

OF BANGLADESH

------------------------------------------

I convey my heartiest greetings
to my countrymen as well as to
all expatriate Bangalees on the
occasion of the great Indepen-
dence and National Day 2011.

The greatest Bangalee of all
time, Father of the Nation Ban-
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, proclaimed the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh through
the wireless of the then EPR at
the first hour of March 26, 1971,
when Pakistani occupation
forces launched genocide on un-
armed Bangalees on the fatal
night of March 25, 1971. With the
proclamation, a sovereign, in-
dependent state, Bangladesh
came into being on the world
map.

After nine months of bloody
war under the brave and daunt-
less leadership of Bangaban-
dhu, we earned the ultimate
victory Dec. 16, 1971. On this
glorious day, I pay homage to
the 3 million heroic sons, who
sacrificed their lives, and the
200,000 women, who lost their
innocence in the War of Libera-
tion.

I recall with deep gratitude
the great leader of our libera-
tion struggle, the greatest Ban-

galee of all time, Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. I also pay
my humble tribute to the four
national leaders — Tajuddin
Ahmed, Syed Najrul Islam,
Capt. M. Monsur Ali and
A.H.M. Kamrujjaman — w h o
led the war under the directive
of Bangabandhu. I pay homage
to the valiant freedom fighters,
and my sincere sympathies go
to the wounded war veterans.

My sympathies also go to
those who lost their near and
dear ones, and were subjected
to brutal torture and subjuga-
tion during the war.

I recall with gratitude our
foreign friends who extended
their wholehearted support and
cooperation for the cause of our
liberation. On our Indepen-
dence Day, I urge my country-
men to remain alert against the
conspiracies of antidemocratic
forces. The defeated antilibera-
tion, communal and identified
reactionary forces are out to
undo the democratic and devel-
opment process of our beloved
country as our government has
taken steps to start the trial of
war criminals.

I urge my countrymen to foil
all ill-designed plots against the
country and the people. The in-
dependence earned through
huge bloodshed and sacrifice is
our greatest achievement. To
make this achievement mean-
ingful, we have to devote our-
selves in nation-building activi-
ties, imbued with the spirit of
our great War of Liberation. By
cherishing the true history of
the liberation war close to our
hearts, we have to go ahead in
achieving the objective of the
‘‘charter of change.’’ The new
generation has to be enlight-
ened with the true history of our
liberation war.

We have been striving hard

to establish Bangladesh as a
poverty-, hunger- and illitera-
cy-free, progressive and demo-
cratic country by 2021, the
Golden Jubilee of our indepen-
dence.

I call upon every Bangalee to
join this noble endeavor with
the utmost sincerity, honesty
and dedication, inspired with
the spirit of patriotism.

With our united efforts, in-
s h a llah, we would surely
achieve our ‘‘Golden Bangla-
desh’’ as envisioned by the Fa-

ther of the Nation.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangaban-

dhu, May Bangladesh Live For-
ever

Strong bonds of friendship
draw countries ever closer

Taro Aso
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BANGLADESH

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ LEAGUE

---------------------------------------

On behalf of the
Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’ League, I
would like to extend
my heartfelt
congratulations
to the
government
and people of
the People’s
Republic of
Bangladesh
on the
auspicious occasion of the
40th anniversary of its
independence. And may I
take this opportunity to
express my deepest gratitude
to the government of
Bangladesh for its warmest
remarks of sympathy, and
generous offer of disaster
assistance during our
country’s current difficult
situation caused by the
Tohoku Pacific Ocean
earthquake and tsunami.

Ever since Bangladesh’s
independence in 1971, Japan
and Bangladesh have
consistently built close
friendly relations. Both
countries share a strong and
stable bond based on mutual
interest, confidence, and the
spirit of cooperation. As
foreign minister I paid an
official visit to Bangladesh in
July 2006, and since 2008, I
have sought to promote the

friendship between Japan and
Bangladesh as president of
the fine, old
Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’ League.

As can be seen from
examples such as the official
working visit to Japan of the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina last year, the
enhancement of the bilateral
relationship centering on
economic exchanges is
gathering momentum.
Bangladesh’s economy is
continuing to progress at the
high annual growth rate of 6
percent in recent years and
against this backdrop, more
Japanese companies are
entering the country’s market.
I am pleased that the two
countries’ economic
relationship is steadily
developing.

In 2012, the two countries
will celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations. The
Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’ League will
continue to cooperate for the
enhancement of amicable
bilateral relations as well as the
further development of
Bangladesh. I sincerely hope
that the two countries will
further strengthen their friendly
bond in the period ahead.

In conclusion, I would like to
extend my best wishes to the
people of Bangladesh for their
health and prosperity.

Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman

Getting acquainted: Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
meets Prime MinisterNaoto Kan during her stay Nov. 29, 2010,
at the official residence in Tokyo. KYODO
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Indian tools push back date of Africa exodus
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

The human migration out of
Africa reached south India
more than a million years ago,
newly discovered stone tools
indicate.

Researchers led by Shanti
Pappu of the Sharma Center
for Heritage Education in
Tamil Nadu discovered more
than 3,500 quartzite tools of the
distinct Acheulean design,
which was used by the earliest
humans in Africa starting
over 1.5 million years ago.

The tools dated to at least
1.07 million years old and
some possibly 1.51 million
years old, the researchers re-
ported in Friday’s edition of
the journal Science.

That is almost contempo-
rary with similar tools found
in Africa, the researchers not-
ed in their paper.

‘‘If the early age of 1.5 mil-
lion years ago is to be be-
lieved, this has major implica-
tions,’’ said archaeologist Mi-
chael Petraglia of the
University of Oxford, Eng-
land, who was not part of the
research team.

The early date would be

consistent with the age of ear-
ly populations of Homo erec-
tus, and not the later forms of
hominins, such as Homo hei-
delbergensis, he explained.
‘‘This is important, as it means
that a smaller-brained form of
hominin was able to cross for-
midable barriers and adapt to
the ecological settings of In-
dia.’’

Robin Dennell of Sheffield
University, England, said the
new evidence suggests the
spread of this type of tool from
Africa occurred in two phases,
first by H. erectus into South
Asia and much later by H. hei-
delbergensis northward and
westward into Europe.

The discovery at a site
called Attirampakkam in the
Kortallayar River basin helps
anthropologists better under-
stand the spread of ancient
people from Africa into Asia.

The find is unprecedented
for archaeological studies in
India, Petraglia said.

‘‘This means that soon after
early humans invented the
Acheulean tool kit . .  . groups
migrated out of Africa,’’ Pe-
traglia said. ‘‘The suggestion
that this occurred at around
1.5 million years ago is simply

staggering. This is the oldest
date for out-of-Africa dispers-
als, supplanting the much-cit-
ed 1.4-million-year-old ages
from the Levant.’’

Petraglia said the main is-
sue here is one of confidence in
the dating methods, but as the
researchers used two indepen-
dent dating techniques, ‘‘I am
satisfied that the ages are ac-
curate.’’

The early date for the Indi-
an find also help explain simi-
lar tools found in the Bose Ba-
sin of South China and dated
about 800,000 years ago, Den-
nell added. While the tools
could have been developed in-
dependently in China, the find-
ing of older artifacts in India
now shows it was possible for
the technology to have spread
there from India.

‘Oldest’ U.S. site
A separate paper in the same
issue of Science reports that a
mass of ancient stone tools dis-
covered at an archaeological
dig in Texas is pushing back
the presence of humans in
North America, perhaps by as
much as 2,500 years.

Thousands of artifacts dat-
ing to between 13,200 and

15,500 years ago were uncov-
ered by researchers led by Mi-
chael Waters of Texas A&M
University, the team reports
in Science.

The find was located be-
neath materials left by the
well-known Clovis Culture,
who long were thought to have
been the first American set-
tlers, arriving around 13,000
years ago.

The trove — which included
15,528 artifacts, including de-
bris produced while chipping
stones and 56 tools such as
blades, scrapers and choppers
— was found in the Buttermilk
Creek Complex near Austin.

The find is the oldest credi-
ble archaeological site in
North America, Waters said
at a briefing. The artifacts
were found in a 20-cm layer be-
neath about 11/2 meters of
earth and other material from
later human occupation.

This ‘‘demonstrates that
people were in America at
least 15,500 years ago, 2,500
years before Clovis,’’ Waters
said, and the tools were the
type that could have led to the
later development of the flut-
ed points that trademark Clo-
vis technology.

6.8 Myanmar quake
kills, injures scores
Yangon
AP

------------------------------------------

An earthquake that toppled
homes in northeastern Myan-
mar has killed more than 70
people, and there were fears
Friday the toll would mount as
conditions in remote areas be-
came known.

The Thursday night quake,
which was measured as mag-
nitude 6.8 by the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, was centered just
north of the town of Tachileik
in the mountains along the
Thai border, but it was felt
hundreds of kilometers away
in Bangkok and Hanoi.

Myanmar state radio an-
nounced Friday that 74 people
had been killed and 111 injured
in the quake. It said 390 hous-
es, 14 Buddhist monasteries
and nine government build-
ings were damaged.

An official from the U.N.’s
World Food Program said there
were many casualties and seri-
ous damage in the village of
Mong Lin, near Tachileik. State
radio said 29 were killed in the
village and 16 injured.

State-run media reported
that 15 houses had collapsed in
the town of Tarlay, where 11
people were killed and 29 in-
jured. Another U.N. official
said a small hospital in Tarlay
was damaged as well as a
bridge, making it difficult to
access the village.

Myanmar said another two
people were killed in Tachileik,
including a 4-year-old boy, and
six were injured in the town,
which is across the border from
Mae Sai in Chiang Rai Prov-
ince, Thailand. In Mae Sai, a
woman was killed when a wall
fell on her but other damage
was minimal.

Somchai Hatayatanti, the
governor of Chiang Rai Prov-
ince, said dozens of people suf-
fered minor injuries on the
Thai side of the border. Cracks
were found in buildings in the
city of Chiang Rai, about 90
km from the epicenter, includ-
ing a provincial hospital and
city hall. The tops of the spires
fell off from at least two Bud-
dhist temples.

A  s a precaution against
aftershocks, a relief center
was being set up Friday in
Mae Sai.

‘‘We are worried that the ar-
ea might be hit with stronger
quakes. There was another
quake at 7 a.m. this morning,’’
said Somsri Meethong of the
Mae Sai District office, refer-
ring to an aftershock. ‘‘I had to
run again like last night. What
we have seen on TV about Ja-
pan added to our fear.’’

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6 million in North need food: U.N.
Washington AP

The United Nations reported Thursday that more than 6 million
North Koreans, about a quarter of the communist state’s
population, are in urgent need of international food aid.

The findings, the result of an assessment conducted in
February and March, will add to pressure for the United States
to resume food aid to North Korea that was suspended in 2009
after U.S. monitors were expelled. The U.N. said North Korea
has suffered a series of shocks including summer floods and
then a harsh winter, ‘‘leaving the country highly vulnerable to a
food crisis.’’ It recommended providing 430,000 tons of food aid.

Australia sorry for Afghan insults
Sydney AFP-JIJI

Australian Defense Minister Stephen Smith apologized Friday
to Afghanistan for racist comments and videos posted by troops,
saying they could result in some soldiers being sent home. The
military is investigating remarks on Facebook that reportedly
disparage Afghans as ‘‘sand niggaz,’’ ‘‘dune coons’’ and ‘‘smelly
locals.’’ Other pages contain derogatory comments about Prime
Minister Julia Gillard and Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd.

Smith said the Australian Defense Force would pursue the
matter vigorously, ‘‘and that includes the possibility of
disciplinary proceedings.’’

Ho divides up stake between family
Hong Kong AP

Asian casino king Stanley Ho has handed most of his stake in his
Macau gambling empire over to relatives to settle an
inheritance dispute over control of the main player in the world’s
most lucrative gambling market.

Hong Kong-listed casino operator SJM Holdings Ltd. said
Thursday that Ho’s controlling stake, worth about $1.6 billion,
has been divided up among family members. The drama offered
a glimpse into the private life of one of Hong Kong’s wealthiest
men and highlighted the ugly power struggle within his family,
including 16 living children by four women he calls his wives.

Angela Leong, Ho’s fourth ‘‘wife,’’ will get a 6 percent share of
a holding company, Lanceford, that owns roughly 32 percent of
SJM’s controlling shareholder, Sociedade de Turismo e
Diversoes de Macau. Other family members who were not
named will receive 25.54 percent of Lanceford. The 89-year-old
Ho is left with a tiny fraction of his original 32 percent stake.

Chinese activist given 10 years’ jail
Beijing AP

A Chinese court sentenced a longtime activist to 10 years in
prison Friday over online articles urging democratic change, a
heavy penalty that rights groups say shows China’s growing
intolerance of criticizing one-party rule.

Liu Xianbin, who has previously spent a decade in prison, was
found guilty of inciting subversion of state power by the Suining
Intermediate People’s Court in Sichuan Province after a trial
that lasted a few hours Friday, his wife said.

A notice issued by the Suining public security bureau said that
between April 2009 and February 2010, Liu authored articles on
overseas websites that ‘‘slandered’’ the Communist Party’s
leadership as ‘‘autocratic rule’’ and ‘‘incited others to subvert
the country’s state power and socialist system.’’

‘Milkshake murder’ verdict upheld
Hong Kong AP

An American who drugged her investment-banker husband with
a milkshake and bludgeoned him to death more than seven
years ago was convicted of murder Friday at her second trial in
a case that grabbed world attention with lurid details on the
breakdown of a wealthy expatriate marriage in Hong Kong.

The unanimous verdict and automatic life sentence match the
outcome of the first trial against Nancy Kissel.

Bangladesh stands by its friend, partner Japan in its hour of need
Majibur Rahman Bhuiyan
AMBASSADOR OF BANGLADESH

------------------------------------------

This year marks the 40th anni-
versary of the Independence
and National Day of Bangla-
desh. On this great
occasion, I ex-
press my deep
reverence to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko. I also
convey my
heartiest felicitations and
warm greetings to the prime
minister of Japan, Mr. Naoto
Kan.

On this auspicious occasion,
we recall with the deepest ven-
eration the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who, by virtue of his
charismatic leadership and
profound patriotism, led our
nation to independence in 1971.

We recall with the deepest
respect the supreme sacrifice
our valiant martyrs and free-
dom fighters made for our lib-

eration. We pay our most sin-
cere tribute to the selfless lead-
ers, organizers and supporters
of our War of Liberation in 1971.
I take this opportunity also to
congratulate our nationals liv-
ing in Japan who are making
important contributions to the
economies of Bangladesh and
Japan, and our bilateral rela-
tions.

We are observing the occa-
sion in a totally different atmos-
phere, in a solemn and subdued
manner, than we envisaged
even two weeks ago. We are
deeply shocked and grieved by
the immense loss of life and
massive destruction inflicted
by the deadly earthquake and
giant tsunami that hit Japan on
March 11. We pray for the sal-
vation and eternal peace of
those thousands who lost their
lives, and convey our deepest
condolences to the survivors of
this enormous tragedy. We
hope and pray that the great
people of Japan will be able to
overcome this huge calamity
by virtue of their patience, for-
bearance, resilience and vigor,

and rebuild their lives soon.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister

and foreign minister of Bangla-
desh expressed their deepest
sympathy and support on be-
half of the people and govern-
ment of Bangladesh soon after
the earthquake. The Cabinet
and the National Parliament al-
so adopted proposals of condo-
lence.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister
also conveyed to the Japanese
ambassador in Dhaka our offer
to send a rescue team, relief
materials, etc. A C-130 flight
with necessary relief items is
expected to arrive in Japan
anytime.

Moreover, this embassy or-
ganized March 15 a one-minute
silence and special prayer for
the eternal peace for the de-
parted souls, and a quick recov-
ery from the current difficul-
ties. Earlier March 15, the em-
bassy sent a rescue team,
including members of the Ban-
gladesh community, to Sendai
and rescued 52 Bangladesh na-
tionals. The members of the
Bangladesh community are al-

so taking part in voluntary ac-
tivities to mitigate the suffer-
ings of our Japanese friends by
standing beside them during
these trying hours. The mission
operates almost round the
clock to coordinate efforts by
our government, the host gov-
ernment and the Bangladesh
community in Japan to meet
the challenges of the disaster.

Let me share with you that
the government of Bangladesh
under the dynamic leadership
of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, the worthy
daughter of the Father of the
Nation, is making tremendous
progress in achieving food au-
tarky, women’s empowerment,
poverty alleviation and other
socioeconomic development,
including an IT-based e-gover-
nance in pursuance of the V i -
sion 2021 for a digitized Bangla-
desh.

It is in recognition of this
very success that Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was awarded the UNMDG
Award last year. The govern-
ment has taken measures to
end the energy shortfalls by the
year 2013. Our liberal economic
policies and the recent unfalter-
ing annual growth have stead-
ied us on course to becoming a
middle-income country by this
decade while attracting inter-
national attention as one of the
‘‘Next Eleven’’ and ‘‘Frontier
Five’’ emerging economies.
The foundation of Bangladesh-
Japan bilateral relations was
laid by the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman through his historic
visit to Japan in March 1973.

The visit of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to Japan last
year added fresh momentum to
our existing excellent bilateral
relations.

The visit was successful in
generating remarkable enthu-
siasm among Japanese entre-
preneurs about Bangladesh as
a potential destination for trade
and investment. The joint state-
ment signed by the two prime
ministers raised the profile of
our bilateral relations a notch
higher as it envisioned the fu-
ture course of action leading to
an EPA. Japan’s pledge for en-
hanced assistance for our infra-
structure development was
deeply appreciated by the peo-
ple of Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh-Japan
friendship remains rooted in a
united vision of a peaceful and
stable global order and peace.
In this context, Bangladesh
supports Japan in its expanded
role in the U.N. reform process.
Japan is our most important de-
velopment partner, and its
wide-ranging economic and
technical assistance have
helped Bangladesh achieve its
present healthy growth rate. I
believe Bangladesh and Japan
would be able to further deepen
and strengthen the relations by
opening up new vistas for trade
and commerce, investment.

To conclude, I again ex-
press our deep sympathy, sol-
idarity and support for the
people of Japan, and convey
that we will steadfastly re-
main at their side and extend
all our cooperation. May the
Bangladesh-Japan friendship
live long.

Economic, social progress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

erate that the initiative stems
from our policy to establish
the rule of law and end the cul-
ture of impunity, and in no
way an act of vendetta.

I take this opportunity to re-
iterate to all, including the in-
ternational community, that
the trial would be carried out
in line with international stan-
dards.

On foreign policy issues, the
government has been consis-
tent in pursuing the policy in
line with the motto ‘‘friendship
to all and malice toward none’’
as envisioned by the Father of
the Nation.

Bangladesh enjoys excel-
lent relations with the outside
world due to our principled po-
sition. Bilateral relations be-
tween Bangladesh and the
friendly countries, including
our neighbors, have expanded
in depth and dimension, and I
hope that they will be im-
proved further in the coming

days.
Bangladesh is happy to be

one of the hosts of the ICC, and
this also manifests the credi-
bility and credentials Bangla-
desh enjoys among the inter-
national community.

Bangladesh’s election t  o a
large number of U.N. and in-
ternational bodies bears the
testimony of the trust Bangla-
desh continues to enjoy in the
comity of nations.

I wish to highlight here that
our diaspora comprises an im-
portant element in our foreign
policy objectives.

The government is commit-
ted to ensure their all-out wel-
fare. Despite serious logistical
and economic constraints, the
government, under special di-
rectives from Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, re-
cently took swift action, not
only to repatriate thousands of
Bangladesh nationals but also
to ensure the welfare of those
who were distressed following

political upheavals in some
countries.

More importantly, we have
been able to address the situa-
tion promptly with the assis-
tance of the international com-
munity without compromising
our bilateral relations with the
affected countries. I wish to
thank all the officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and our missions abroad who
have devoted themselves to
achieving our foreign policy
goals.

I take this opportunity to
congratulate Bangladesh di-
aspora who are immensely
contributing to the buoyancy
of the economy of their coun-
try of origin as well as to their
host countries.

On this great day, let us re-
new our commitment to turn
Bangladesh into a country
free from poverty, free of hun-
ger and extremism. I urge all
our citizens, including our di-
aspora, to come forward to
achieve this goal.

Joy Bangla. Joy Bangaban-
dhu.

Texas tools: This photo provided by the journal Science
shows artifacts from a 15,500-year-old Texas site that is called
the oldest credible archaeological site in North America. AP

Fallen idol: A Buddhist monk inspects a stupa at the Chedi Luang pagoda in Thailand’s Chiang
Rai Province on Friday after it was knocked over by a strong earthquake. AP
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