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Cameroon national day

Pierre Ndzengue 
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
CAMEROON

Every year on 
May 20 the Re-
public of Cam-
eroon cele-
brates its Na-
tional Day. It is 
a solemn occa-
sion when 
Cameroonians 
the world over come together to 
participate in celebrations of our 
journey as a nation.

It is always a festive period as 
we celebrate our progress as a 
culturally and linguistically di-
verse people, reflecting on the 
challenges we face as a people 

and charting a course for the 
future. One of the most remark-
able achievements of our na-
tionhood is that Cameroonians 
wherever they are have fostered 
sincere ties of friendship within 
the communities wherein they 
reside.

At the governmental level, 
the establishment of mutually 
beneficial bilateral and coop-
eration relations is among the 
principal tenets of our foreign 
policy. 

As a result, my country and 
Japan enjoy very amicable rela-
tions. The numerous ties be-
tween our two countries are 
continuously expanding and, 
therefore, it was with great con-
sternation and sorrow that the 

people of Cameroon saw the 
television images of the disaster 
that struck the Tohoku region of 
Japan on March 11.

The outpouring of support 
and solidarity has been phe-
nomenal. 

President H.E. Paul Biya, im-
mediately sent a message of 
condolence to His Imperial Maj-
esty Emperor Akihito while in-
structing that the Cameroon 
Embassy remain open. On his 
part, Minister of External Rela-
tions H.E Henri Eyebe Ayissi 
proceeded to sign the condo-
lence book opened at the Japa-
nese Embassy in Yaoundé. 

A requiem mass, attended by 
members of government, the 
diplomatic corps and the gen-

eral public was organized at the 
Yaoundé Notre Dame Cathedral 
in honor of the victims of the 
earthquake and tsunami.

The government and people 
of Cameroon seize the opportu-
nity of the National Day to once 
again assure the friendly gov-
ernment and people of Japan of 
their compassion following this 
catastrophe. It is for this reason 
that the Embassy of Cameroon 
has decided not to hold its tradi-
tional National Day celebrations 
this year.

We are appreciative of the ef-
forts by the government to pro-
vide information on the crisis 
and are confident of their deter-
mination to clean up and to re-
construct the devastated zones.

Showing compassion for our friend Japan
New York
AP

Are these planets without orbits? Astronomers 
have found 10 potential planets as massive as 
Jupiter wandering through a slice of the Milky 
Way galaxy, following either very wide orbits 
or no orbit at all.

These mysterious bodies, apparently 
gaseous balls like the largest planets in our 
solar system, may help scientists understand 
how planets form. “They’re finding evidence 
for a lot of pretty big planets,” said Alan Boss 
of the Carnegie Institution of Washington.

If they orbit stars, their sheer number 
suggests every star in the galaxy has one or 
two of them, “which is astounding” because 
that’s five or 10 times the number of stars 
scientists had thought harbored such gas-giant 
planets, he said. And if they are wandering 
free, that “would be really stunning” because 
it’s hard to explain how they formed, he said.

If that’s the case, it would give a boost to 
some theories that say planets can be thrown 
out of orbit during formation, said Lisa 
Kaltenegger of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics, another outside expert.

Other scientists have reported free-
wandering objects in star-forming regions of the 
cosmos, but the newfound objects appear to be 
different, said one author of the study, physicist 
David Bennett of the University of Notre Dame.

Bennett and colleagues from Japan and 
New Zealand report the finding in the journal 
Nature. They didn’t observe the objects 
directly. Instead, they used the fact that 
massive objects bend the light of distant stars 
with their gravity, just as a lens does. They 
found 10, each caused by one of the newfound 
objects. They calculated each object has about 
the mass of Jupiter, and estimated how 
common such objects are. They also found no 
sign of a star near these bodies, at least not 
within 10 times the distance from Earth to the 
sun.  So the newfound objects either orbit a 
star more distant than that, or they don’t orbit 
a star at all, the researchers concluded. 

 Scientists believe planets are formed when 
disks of dust that orbit stars form clumps, so 
that these clumps — the planets — remain in 
orbit. Maybe the newfound objects started out 
that way, but then got tossed out of orbit or into 
distant orbits by the gravitational tugs of larger 
planets, the study suggests. 

Astronomers find 10 potential planets without orbits

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

In an era of helicopter parents 
eager to exploit every competi-
tive edge for their kids, at least 
two companies have begun sell-
ing tests that claim to help match 
youngsters with the sports they 
are genetically programmed to 
play best.

The DNA scans, the first of an 
expected wave of attempts to use 
genes to enhance athletic perfor-
mance, can steer children to-
ward games they are most likely 
to win — and perhaps get schol-
arships to play, the companies 
say. The tests also let children — 
and adults — tailor workouts to 
their innate skills, the firms say, 
as well as spot those prone to 
life-threatening heart problems, 
concussions and other injuries.

“The main purpose of the test 
is to maximize performance in 
the minimum amount of time 
and minimize risk,” said Bill Mill-
er, chief executive of American 
International Biotechnology Ser-
vices in Richmond, which began 
selling the testing two weeks ago.

Critics, however, see the kits 
as the latest in a flood of ques-
tionable genetic tests entrepre-
neurs are hawking. No one can 
yet accurately gauge the influ-
ence of genes on athletic abilities 
or vulnerabilities, they say. The 
results may be needlessly alarm-
ing or falsely reassuring, they say. 
Skeptics also fear the trend will 
encourage overzealous parents 
and coaches to push kids into 
sports they dislike or discourage 
them from physical activities 
they enjoy — and might succeed 
at — despite their genes.

“This is really disturbing,” said 
Lainie Friedman Ross, a pediatri-
cian and bioethicist at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. “Sports and 
physical activity should be fun 
for kids. It shouldn’t be, ‘You’re 
going to be the world’s greatest 
athlete’ or ‘Give up now, kid, be-

cause you won’t have a chance’ 
because of your genes.”

The growing availability of 
mail-order and Internet DNA 
scans has spurred excitement 
about finding genetic clues 
about ancestry, health and pro-
clivities. But the testing has also 
raised alarm because genetic 
data can be misleading, misin-
terpreted and misunderstood.

The plethora of tests has 
prompted the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to begin stepping in, 
leading one company last year to 
abandon plans to sell a genetic 
screen at Walgreens stores, caus-
ing others to discontinue offering 
tests directly to consumers and 
some to begin working with the 
agency to validate their method-
ology. On May 11, the FDA sent 
Miller a letter demanding justifi-
cation for marketing its Sports X 
Factor test without the agency’s 
authorization. “If you do not be-
lieve that you are required to ob-
tain FDA clearance or approval 
for the Sports X Factor Test Kit, 
please provide us with the basis 
for that determination,” wrote 
James Woods of the FDA’s office 
of in vitro diagnostic device eval-
uation and safety.

Another company, Atlas 
Sports Genetics of Boulder, Colo-
rado, was the first to offer ath-
letic DNA testing in the United 
States. For $169, Atlas sells an 
Australian lab’s test that analyzes 
a gene that controls a key muscle 
protein. The ACTN3 protein can 
make muscles better at produc-
ing quick bursts of power.

“A lot of people get confused 
and think we’re saying this can 
tell you whether you or your child 
will be the next Michael Jordan,” 
said Nat Carruthers, Atlas’ presi-
dent of operations. “It doesn’t tell 
you that. But it will tell you 
whether you are producing this 
protein and whether you are pre-
disposed to be good at a sprint 
sport or an endurance sport.”

The results, obtained by mail-
ing to a lab a saliva sample 
swabbed from inside a cheek, 
can help active people maximize 
their workout regimens and 
sports choices based on their 
muscle type, Carruthers said.

“If someone was trying to run 
marathons says, ‘I’m trying to do 
all the endurance training, but it’s 
just not working out. I can’t keep 
up with the workouts.’ Or they are 
trying to lose weight and they say, 
‘I’m going to the gym and I just 
can’t do these workouts.’ We can 
say, ‘You need to train in a differ-
ent way,’ “ Carruthers said.

Bradley Marston of Bountiful, 
Utah, had his 10-year-old daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, tested last year be-
cause he was curious to learn 
more about why she excelled at 
soccer. “I already knew she had 
that something special. This is 
just a tool to help me determine 
what to do with her strengths as 

well as some of her shortcom-
ings,” Marston said.

Elizabeth’s test indicated her 
muscles are predisposed more to 
quick spurts of power than long 
trials of endurance.

“I am not the type of father or 
parent that is pushing my daugh-
ter to succeed. It’s not all about 
winning. The focus is about hav-
ing fun. This tool can just help 
us,” Marston said.

Although the ACTN3 gene has 
been linked to enhanced perfor-
mance among some elite sprint-
ers, it does not seem essential to 
Olympic-level athletics. “It looks 
like the gene does contribute 
something, but only a very small 
amount at the very, very elite 
levels,” said Stephen M. Roth, 
who studies the genetics of phys-
ical performance at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. “For 99 percent 
of the world it does not matter.”

More recently, American In-

ternational began screening for 
the ACTN3 gene along with six 
others that the company says in-
fluence strength, energy and en-
durance. In addition, the $200 
test checks cheek swabs for vari-
ations of three genes the com-
pany says can spot risks for po-
tentially fatal heart muscle and 
rhythm emergencies. Sports X 
Factor can also supposedly iden-
tify those who are vulnerable to 
concussions and need more rest 
after suffering a head injury to 
minimize the brain damage risk.

“One of the main target audi-
ences is kids,” Miller said. “We 
want to make sure they are not 
out there blindly playing with 
one of these mutations and have 
a heart attack or a concussion. It 
gives parents peace of mind that 
their kid is not going to drop 
dead in the middle of a workout.”

Critics, however, argue that 
too little is known about the 
genes in the test panel to reliably 
interpret the results.

“If the test comes back nega-
tive, the parent might say, ‘Put 
them back in,’ ” said Carl Foster, 
a professor of exercise and sports 
science at the University of Wis-
consin at La Crosse. “If you get 
your kid back into competition 
too quickly and he gets another 
concussion, the kid is dead now.”

Experts expressed concern 
about including a gene called 
ApoE for information about con-
cussions. ApoE plays a role in 
Alzheimer’s, which means kids 
excited about tomorrow’s soccer 
game and their parents may find 
out they are at risk for a devastat-
ing brain disease decades later.

 Despite such concerns, one of 
American International’s first cli-
ents was Ryan Muetzel, who was 
trying it out for clients at his Ath-
letes Edge private training com-
pany in Boca Raton, Florida. 
Muetzel’s test concluded he’d be 
good at track and field but prone 
to knee injuries — all of which 
he said is true.

“If kids are trying to get col-
lege scholarships, or just be hap-
py and successful, what is going 
to make them happy?” Muetzel 
asked. “No one wants to be the 
worst kid on the team.”

DNA testing for sports raises concern
Genetic data ‘can be 
misleading, misread, 
misunderstood’

LinkedIn IPO priced 
at $45 per share
San Francisco  AP
Investors keen to get in on the 
online networking craze 
snapped up LinkedIn Corp.’s 
IPO at $45 per share Wednesday, 
hitting the top end of the 
projected price range. It minted 
LinkedIn a market value of 
more than $4 billion, the highest 
for a U.S. Internet company 
taking its first bow on Wall 
Street since Google Inc. went 
public nearly seven years ago.

LinkedIn Corp.’s shares are 
likely to make their market 
debut Thursday on the New 
York Stock Exchange. Mutual 
funds, pension funds and other 
major money managers got the 
first chance to buy most of the 
IPO’s 7.84 million shares 
because stock in these offerings 
is typically sold to investment 
bankers’ top customers. Most 
analysts believe that demand 
will send shares higher in their 
first day of trading even though 
the IPO price is already well 
above LinkedIn’s initial target of 
$32 to $35 per share.

Russia leaves Arctic 
door open for BP
Moscow  AFP-JIJI
Russia on Wednesday left the 
door open for a return by BP to 
an Arctic exploration project 
whose collapse earlier in the 
week left the British giant 
without a clear future 
development strategy.

The state-run Rosneft oil 
company issued a brief 
statement saying it was 
reviewing new cooperation 
proposals submitted to it by BP 
in recent days.

President Dmitry Medvedev 
for his part said he personally 
approved of the Rosneft-BP tie-
up and blamed government 
bureaucrats for muddling the 
$16 billion share-swap.

The Russian oil company 
released a carefully worded 
statement of its own on 
Wednesday, saying it had no 
hard feelings toward BP and still 
viewed it as a potential partner.

“As a result of the 
negotiations . . . Rosneft has 
received proposals going 
outside the framework of 
previously concluded 
agreements,” the Rosneft 
statement said. “These 
proposals make it possible to 
discuss further cooperation 
outside the framework of the 
already lapsed agreement.” 

SEC eyes new rules 
for ratings firms
Washington  
THE WASHINGTON POST
Regulators took new steps 
Wednesday to overhaul the 
firms whose rosy credit ratings 
inspired overconfidence in 
investments tied to toxic 
mortgages. The Securities and 
Exchange Commission pitched 
rules meant to improve the 
system by which firms such as 
Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s 
assign ratings.

Some of the proposals are 
intended to address conflicts of 
interest that could undermine 
the objectivity of the ratings.

For example, if an analyst 
who helped assign a rating to a 
company is later hired by that 
company, the rating firm 
would have to conduct a “look-
back” to determine if the rating 
was improperly influenced. If 
warranted, the firm would 
have to change the rating.

Similarly, rating agency 
employees who help shape the 
ratings would be prohibited 
from participating in sales or 
marketing for the ratings firm. 

The proposals would not 
change the rating industry’s 
fundamental conflict of 
interest. Ratings firms would 
still be paid by the very 
companies they are rating or 
whose investment products 
they grade. That can give them 
an incentive to win clients by 
assigning favorable ratings.

IN BRIEF

New York 
AFP-JIJI

From flat denial to claiming con-
sensual sex, Dominique Strauss-
Kahn’s lawyers have several po-
tentially strong cards in their de-
fense against charges the IMF 
chief tried to rape a hotel maid.

The 62-year-old global finan-
cial authority may seem on the 
ropes as he waits in an isolation 
cell on Rikers Island. But in a trial, 
his skilled legal team led by star 
attorney Benjamin Brafman will 
come out fighting. And it may be 
the alleged victim, an immigrant 
from Guinea cleaning rooms at 
the Sofitel in Manhattan, who 
finds herself under the most with-
ering fire, experts say.

In a majority of sex crime cas-
es, prosecutors are handicapped 
from the outset because the al-
leged incident took place in pri-
vate. “Sexual assault cases are 
tremendously difficult to prove 
and I think that one of the rea-
sons why they’re difficult to prove 
is because it’s very rare that there 
are witnesses,” Brenda Smith, a 
professor at American University 
Washington College of Law, said.

If prosecutors do not have good 
physical evidence proving a sexu-
al encounter took place, Strauss-
Kahn’s attorneys could argue sim-
ply that nothing happened.

Already his lawyers have de-
tailed how he went to have lunch 
right after the moment when the 
attack supposedly took place — 
evidence, they claim, of a man 
living his normal life, not a crim-
inal fleeing the scene.

If, as seems more likely, pros-
ecutors show the encounter oc-
curred with forensic evidence, 
then Brafman can still argue there 
was consent. At that point, the 
trial turns into a contest between 
two narratives, an elaborate ver-
sion of the old “he said, she said.”

Again, prosecutors are handi-
capped, because they have to 
prove there was no consent, 
while the defense has only to 
sow reasonable doubt.

Smith, an expert on sexual vi-

olence, said Brafman can mount 
a convincing argument that this 
international figure would never 
try to rape a humble cleaning 
woman, even if he did want sex.

“My story, or narrative, would 
be that I was staying in a $3,000 
a night room. . . . If I wanted sex I 
certainly had the wherewithal to 
purchase it,” Smith said.

 Of course, a consensual en-
counter can degenerate into at-
tempted rape and prosecutors 
will be collecting forensic evi-
dence to try to prove that.

In addition to scrutinizing 
DNA samples, blood, semen and 
saliva, lawyers will want to see 
surveillance tapes and key card 
information as to who entered the 
room and when, said criminal 
defense lawyer Eric Rothstein.

   But physical evidence might 
still not provide a true smoking 
gun. “Scratches, bruises— that 
can happen from consensual sex 
as well,” noted Larry Cunning-
ham, an associate dean and as-
sistant professor at St. John’s 
School of Law in New York.

As arguments see-saw be-
tween testimony and cross-ex-
amination, the court is likely to 
hear aspects that go far beyond 
the confines of the suite where 
Strauss-Kahn was staying. Pros-
ecutors might bring up Strauss-
Kahn’s reputation as someone 
with a past of sexual misconduct. 

 On the other side, the alleged 
victim will probably find herself 
in the crosshairs of the defence, 
who will be trying to muddy the 
simple story of a hotel maid who 
was ambushed and assaulted by 
an immensely powerful guest.

 The alleged victim will find 
her past being probed, her life in 
Africa, and possibly reports that 
she has been living in a New 
York housing block reserved for 
people with HIV. “If so, then how 
did she become infected? Is she 
an IV drug user or is it the case 
as with many women in Africa 
that they were infected by their 
partners?” Smith said. Lawyers 
will see whether previously “she 
might be involved in sex work.”

Strauss-Kahn defense 
has many cards to play

New York/Washington
AFP-JIJI

Dominique Strauss-Kahn re-
signed Thursday as head of the 
International Monetary Fund, 
saying he did so with great regret 
but must focus entirely on clear-
ing his name of sexual assault 
charges.

“I want to protect this institu-
tion which I have served with 
honor and devotion, and espe-
cially — especially — I want to 
devote all my strength, all my 
time, and all my energy to proving 
my innocence,” Strauss-Kahn said. 
“I deny with the greatest possible 
firmness all of the allegations that 
have been made against me.”

His short statement paid trib-
ute to his American-born wife, 
journalist Anne Sinclair, who he 
said he loved more than any-
thing, and spoke of his “infinite 

sadness” at being compelled to 
leave a job to which he had also 
been devoted.

Strauss-Kahn, a leading 
French politician, is currently in 
jail awaiting a grand jury decision 
on whether to indict him on 
charges of the alleged sexual as-
sault and attempted rape of a 
32-year-old chambermaid at a 
Manhattan hotel.

His lawyers were expected to 
tout his wife’s American creden-
tials before a judge later Thursday 
in a fresh bid to free him from the 
tough Rikers Island jail, where he 
was spending his third night in 
isolation on suicide watch.

The new bail application ar-
gues that Strauss-Kahn should 
not be considered a flight risk be-
cause he has strong U.S. ties 
through property and family.

The application mentions a $4 
million home in Washington, 

D.C., a daughter in New York, 
and says Sinclair is “currently 
working on a book about Ameri-
can political life.”

In addition to the $1 million 
Strauss-Kahn’s lawyers said he 
can post for bail, they said he is 
willing to be confined to a Man-
hattan apartment 24 hours a day, 
with electronic monitoring, until 
the case is resolved.

Strauss-Kahn’s resignation as 
IMF chief promises to set off a 
succession battle to lead the 
global lender pitting the develop-
ing world against the West.

The fund has given no sugges-
tion of what it will do, but possi-
ble candidates have been men-
tioned and a fight looms over 
whether the next chief will come, 
as tradition has dictated, from Eu-
rope, or from one of the rapidly 
developing economies flexing 
their muscles on the world stage.

Officially, the fund’s 24-mem-
ber executive board votes to fill 
the top post, with votes weighted 
based on member countries’ and 
regions’ subscription quotas.

But traditionally it has been 
negotiated based on a pact that 
gives the United States a hold on 
the World Bank’s top job and Eu-
rope the IMF position.

Some European leaders have 
already called for another Euro-
pean to be named, with French 
Finance Minister Christine La-
garde and former German cen-
tral banker Axel Weber men-
tioned as possible candidates.

In recent years, however, shifts 
that have given rising economies 
greater quotas, and dissatisfaction 
with the IMF’s approach to many 
crisis-struck countries, have 
sparked pressure for a broader-
based pool of candidates.

The popular shortlist from 
emerging economies includes 
Turkish former U.N. official Ke-
mal Dervis, Indian planner and 
IMF veteran Montek Singh Ahlu-
walia, and Mexican central bank-
er Agustin Carstens.

 “The era is over in which it 
may have been even remotely 
appropriate to reserve that im-
portant post for a European na-
tional,” Brazilian Finance Minis-
ter Guido Mantega said in a letter 
to G-20 colleagues.

If it comes down to a board 
vote, the quota system favors the 
old economic powers: The Unit-
ed States has 16.80 percent of the 
vote, Japan 6.25 percent, Germa-
ny 5.83 percent, and Britain and 
France each have 4.3 percent.

As blocs, the G-7 major econ-
omies hold 44.3 percent of voting 
rights, while emerging market 
and developing countries have 
40.5 percent. 

But negotiations will play a 
major part, concluded Moham-
med El-Erian, the chief executive 
of investment giant Pimco, who 
has also been mentioned as a 
candidate for the post.

“Judging from the dynamics 
already in play, (the selection) 
will again be undermined by an 
outmoded and harmful process, 
that places national prestige 
above the multilateralism that 
the IMF stands for,” he said in a 
recent article.

“This feudal selection ap-
proach must be changed; and 
now is the time to do it.”

Resignation sets up succession battle to lead lender

IMF chief quits, vows 
to prove innocence

‘Sports and physical 
activity should be fun 
for kids. It shouldn’t be, 
‘‘You’re going to be the 
world’s greatest 
athlete’’ or ‘‘Give up 
now, kid, because you 
won’t have a chance’’ 
because of your genes.’
PEDIATRICIAN AND BIOETHICIST 
LAINIE FRIEDMAN ROSS

CONSERVATION WORK

Officials unveil the restored “Arbeit Macht Frei” (Work Sets You Free) sign in Oswiecim, Poland, on Wednesday. The sign was 
stolen from the former Nazi death camp of Auschwitz in 2009, and bent and cut into several pieces. AP
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