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Yemen national day

Tareq Motahar
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Every year May 22 marks the 
anniversary of the unification of 
Yemen.

Before talk-
ing further 
about Yemen’s 
national day, I 
would like to 
express the 
heartfelt condo-
lences and sin-
cere sympathy of the people of 
the Republic of Yemen with the 
people of Japan for the devastat-
ing earthquake and the ensuing 
tsunami that hit the country, 
taking many lives and causing 
immense destruction. 

Yemenis, likewise the inter-
national community, share with 
Japan the sorrow and agony of 
this terrible moment. They 
stand in solidarity with Japan as 
it overcomes this calamity.

Japan, as always, has the will 
and aptitude for prevailing over 
this catastrophe. Yemenis con-
tinue to think of Japan with ap-

preciation as a friend who has 
been extending help and sup-
port in basic human needs in 
the fields of education, sanita-
tion and rural water, among 
many others.

The commemoration of the 
unification of Yemen is unique 
in significance to the people of 
Yemen as it goes deep to hold on 
to the perception of family re-
unification after decades of a 
shattered and bitter split.

The modern Republic of Ye-
men was well-known in the past 
by the name Arabia Felix, which 
accommodated a great civiliza-
tion famous for hydraulic instal-
lations that enabled inhabitants 
of that area to settle in peace. 
The area was also famous as a 
source and route for trade of in-
cense between India, the Medi-
terranean and Europe.

Later, the northern part of 
Arabia Felix was seized by the 
Ottoman Empire, which eventu-
ally collapsed in 1918, resulting 
in what was then known as the 
Yemen Arab Republic. Mean-
while, the southern part was 
under British rule, which ended 

formally in 1973, forming what 
was known as the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen.

Nonetheless, the reunifica-
tion of the Arabia Felix re-
mained a hope for the people of 
Yemen since the 1970s. And it 
was on May 22, 1990, that the 
dream came true after walls of 
separation that stood between 
families were demolished, de-
claring the Republic of Yemen.

A unified Republic of Yemen 
has proven its importance not to 
itself but to the region and the 
international community. 

The unique location of the 
country on the southwest of the 
Arabian Peninsula, overlooking 
the Mandeb Strait, through 
which an estimated 3 million 
barrels of oil pass every day, add 
an enormous strategic impor-
tance to it. The Republic of Ye-
men has also stood as an indis-
pensable ally for the interna-
tional community in the war 
against terrorism and piracy.

Japan like other countries has 
been anxious about the piracy 
problem in the Gulf of Aden and 
off Somali waters. It sent its Self-

Defense Maritime Forces to the 
area to protect its ships against 
the attacks. Nevertheless, I 
think this kind of drastic reme-
dy for the plague of piracy 
would never reveal tangible re-
sults in the absence of the coop-
eration of the countries over-
looking the pirate-infested wa-
ters, such as Yemen. Japan has 
already reckoned with this real-
ity, but it is also important for 
Japan and the international 
community to notice that Ye-
men’s territorial integrity is im-
perative in buttressing its sup-
portive role in fighting terrorism 
and piracy.

The perils of instability in the 
region would remain appalling 
should Yemen fall apart, given 
the population of more than 22 
million, the scale of poverty 
outstretching the country and 
the long border with neighbor-
ing countries. Yemenis at the 
forefront are urged not to give 
in to any tendency to draw back 
from unification. Thus, the in-
ternational community’s sup-
port is deemed important to 
that end. 

Remaining unified is key to region’s security

Paris
AFP-JIJI, BLOOOMBERG

Claims over Dominique Strauss-
Kahn’s past sexual conduct 
haunted France’s opposition So-
cialists on Friday as they strug-
gled to regroup for next year’s 
election after his indictment on 
sexual-assault charges.

The new front-runner to be-
come the Socialists’ presidential 
candidate, Francois Hollande, 
was forced to deny that he knew 
of similar claims made against 
Strauss-Kahn in 2002.

In the wake of Strauss-Kahn’s 
arrest in New York, a lawyer for 
31-year-old writer Tristane Banon 
renewed allegations that he tried 
to sexually assault her nine years 
ago. She described the encounter 
in a television broadcast in 2007.

“I never heard of deeds of 
such seriousness as those that 
have recently been mentioned,” 
said Hollande, who was the 
party’s leader at the time.  “I do 
not mean that no deeds were 
committed,” he told reporters. 
“Rumors exist, but I never saw it 
as my role to police the Socialist 
Party.”

Banon’s mother, Anne Manso-
uret, a Socialist regional council-
or, said on Thursday that people 
“at the highest level” in the party 
knew of the claims.

Rumors had long circulated in 
French media and political circles 
but little attention was paid to 
them until Strauss-Kahn’s arrest 
last weekend on charges of sexu-
ally assaulting and trying to rape 
a Manhattan hotel maid.

Strauss-Kahn had been the 

Socialists’ best hope of beating 
incumbent Nicolas Sarkozy in 
the presidential vote in April and 
May 2012. The party is due to 
shortlist its hopefuls in June and 
choose a candidate at a primary 
in October. The ruling Union 
for a Popular Movement has no 
primaries planned, and Sarkozy 
has yet to declare his candidacy.

Sarkozy’s camp has been care-
ful not to be seen taking politi-
cal advantage of Strauss-Kahn’s 
downfall. The rightwing presi-
dent has not referred to Strauss-
Kahn by name but on Tuesday 
called for “unity and dignity” in 
the affair that has raised fears for 
France’s image in the world.

As the French political world 
caught its breath after Strauss-
Kahn posted a $1 million bail 
and agreed to the strict terms 
of a house arrest, his opposition 
allies remained split on how to 
fight the upcoming election.

“I think now we really have to 
move on,” said Segolene Royal, 
the Socialists’ previous presi-
dential candidate who lost the 
2007 election to Sarkozy and will 
be a candidate in the primaries . 
“We are not going to overshadow 
all of French political life  . . .  by 
living through this soap opera of 
American justice .”

Royal now polls behind the 
party’s current leader, Martine 
Aubry, and her predecessor, Hol-
lande.

 Hollande would be the pick 
of 29 percent of voters if he 
were the party’s candidate for 
president and the election were 
held now, according to an Ipsos-
Logica Business Consulting poll 

conducted Wednesday, up from 
26 percent a week earlier. Sar-
kozy would receive 19 percent. If 
Aubry were the Socialist candi-
date, she would get the backing 
of 27 percent of voters, while 21 
percent would vote for Sarkozy. 

 Aubry has called for “unity” in 
the party, implying they must all 
rally behind one contender.

But Hollande has been cam-
paigning vigorously over recent 
months and is not expected to 
bow to Aubry, with whom he has 
had sometimes testy relations.

Meanwhile, several key party 
members, including close allies 
of Strauss-Kahn, have broken the 
silence and urged Aubry to run. 
She is seen as a traditional lef-
twinger, in contrast to Hollande, 
who is considered more moder-
ate. For Socialist lawmaker and 
Strauss-Kahn ally Manuel Valls, 
any choice of candidate now 
risks being a mere “default.”

Strauss-Kahn “was seen as the 
mechanic of globalization and 
the one who could get France 
out of the economic crisis,” he 
told Le Parisien.

“It is no discredit to anyone to 
say that, clearly, none of us has a 
magic formula for 2012.”

 The reshuffling of the cards 
may prompt efforts to grab the 
left and center-left voters that 
Strauss-Kahn’s potential candi-
dacy attracted. The two-round 
French presidential elections will 
be held April 29 and May 6, 2012. 

Sarkozy may benefit from his 
main rival’s downfall if he man-
ages to grab the centrist voters 
Strauss-Kahn was attracting. This 
would force Sarkozy to strike a 

balance between drawing Na-
tional Front voters on the extreme 
right, while at the same time not 
scaring centrist voters and main-
taining his core supporters. 

National Front leader Marine 
Le Pen, who draws her support 
mostly from blue-collar work-

ers, said Strauss-Kahn’s alleged 
sexual crime “puts a brutal end 
to his candidacy.”

Strauss-Kahn’s popularity 
had already declined with criti-
cism of his “luxurious” lifestyle 
after he was photographed with 
his wife with a Porsche. 

Past claims against Strauss-Kahn 
hamper French left ahead of polls

New York
AP

The board of the financially trou-
bled New York City Opera voted 
Friday to move out of its home at 
Lincoln Center, cut staff across 
the board and scale back its per-
formance schedule as it fights for 
its survival.

Friday’s move comes as the 
68-year-old organization deals 
with a dwindling endowment, 
a multimillion-dollar deficit and 
contentious negotiations with its 
union staff.

George Steel, the general 
manager and artistic director of 
the opera, said, “The sacrifice 
will be shared from top to bot-
tom in the company.” Steel said 
the board’s actions will allow for 

further growth and he said he felt 
encouraged by the decision. He 
said an announcement on a new 
home would be made in weeks. 
“This is certainly a serious tran-
sition for the opera . . . but the 
thing that makes me optimistic is 
that I can see a balanced budget 
model for the company that will 
provide a foundation for sustain-
able growth.”

The New York City Opera is 
revered as a pillar of American 
culture that has delivered daring 
new productions and built the 
careers of such stars as Placido 
Domingo, Renee Fleming and 
Beverly Sills.

But for some time, the opera 
has been struggling. The com-
pany’s endowment has dwindled 
from $55 million to $9 million, 

according to audits obtained by 
the AP. And City Opera has put 
off announcing its 2011-2012 
season as it faces a projected 
deficit of $5 million.

The board chairman last 
month personally contributed an 
emergency $2.5 million toward 
plugging the deficit, company of-
ficials said. It is also tussling over 
a new contract with its singers 
and production staff.

The New York City Opera 
has been at Lincoln Center, also 
home to the City Ballet and other 
artistic organizations, since 1966.

“We love Lincoln Center. It’s a 
wonderful place but the costs of 
being here are simply too high,” 
Steel said.

 Alan Gordon, executive di-
rector of the American Guild of 

Musical Artists, which represents 
singers, dancers, stage directors 
and stage managers, said the 
union’s members were “dis-
traught” over the decision.

The move may save money 
but will do little to address the 
opera’s flagging ticket sales, 
Gordon said. He blamed Steel’s 
choices for shows, such as the 
recent production of “Seance on 
a Wet Afternoon.”

“He refuses to program any of 
the big, solid operas that people 
do go to see,” Gordon said. 

Steel would not say if the new 
home would be in the same dis-
trict — or even in Manhattan. He 
also would not discuss the rami-
fications of the move, including 
whether the opera would be 
breaking its lease. 

Revered New York City Opera to leave Lincoln Center, cut its staff

Paris AP
The lawyer for a French 
writer who alleged 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn  
sexually assaulted her 
eight years ago said Friday 
she will not file a criminal 
complaint against him for 
now. The comment from 
David Koubbi, a lawyer for 
31-year-old Tristane Banon, 
in a TV interview came 
days after he said they are 
considering a sexual 
assault complaint against 
Strauss-Kahn.

“Our decision has been 
reserved for later for a very 
simple reason: Neither 
Tristane Banon or I want to 
be manipulated by the 
American justice system, 
or help out in any way so 
that these two cases might 
be linked in one way or 
another,” he told France’s 
BFM Television.

Strauss-Kahn was jailed 
last weekend after a hotel 
maid in New York accused 
him of trying to rape her. 

Koubbi said he wants to 
keep his client’s case 
separate.   He said Monday 
that he and Banon were 
“very seriously 
considering” a criminal 
complaint . “Tristane 
Banon has seen events in 
her past surge forward 
with this American echo, 
and I can tell you she’s not 
surprised about what 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
is accused of,” he said. 

Writer will not 
pursue case of 
assault for now

Sao Paulo
AP

A 114-year-old Brazilian woman is the world’s 
oldest living human, Guinness World Records 
said Wednesday. Maria Gomes Valentim 
attributes her longevity to eating a daily roll of 
bread for breakfast along with fruit — though 
she indulges in the occasional nip of wine.

Guinness said that Valentim, age 114 years 
and 313 days, is 48 days older than the world’s 

former oldest human, Besse Cooper from 
Monroe, Georgia. Guinness verified that 
Valentim was born July 9, 1896, in Carangola in 
the southeastern state of Minas Gerais, where 
she has always lived.

 Confined to a wheelchair but mostly in 
decent health, relatives hope the attention for 
Valentim might help out her financial situation. 
They say she gets by on Brazil’s minimum 
pension — $335 a month — and relies on the 
public health system . 

Brazilian woman recognized as world’s oldest person

Next front-runner: French deputy Francois Hollande, a candidate 
for the Socialist Party’s primaries before the 2012 presidential 
race, appears on the Canal Plus show “Dimanche +” on May 15. 
On the screen behind him is an image of former IMF chief 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn. AFP-JIJI

Maria Gomes Valentim

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

As it copes with the fallout from 
its former chief’s arrest on sex-
ual-assault charges, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund is still 
working to recover from Domi-
nique Strauss-Kahn’s 2008 affair 
with a staff member, an incident 
that triggered reform of the agen-
cy’s ethics laws and new training 
programs for employees.

On May 6, the agency put in 
place new rules ordering staff 
members to disclose relation-
ships that develop among them 
so that any conflict of interest 
can be resolved. That was not 
required in 2008, when Strauss-
Kahn had an affair with IMF 
staffer Piroska Nagy. After a 
board investigation, he kept his 
job.

Virginia Canter, the IMF’s eth-
ics officer and a former White 
House associate counsel, said 

she is also rolling out new ha-
rassment training programs 
for the IMF’s 2,400 staffers and 
hopes to make them mandatory. 
She has already held personal 
training sessions with about 400 
managers and new employees.

In an interview, she said there 
was nothing about Strauss-
Kahn’s arrest last weekend while 
on a private trip to New York 
that she felt warranted a review 
of the IMF’s ethics policies. She 
said she regarded the policies as 
“solid” following the recent revi-
sions. Those changes toughened 
the harassment and ethics rules 
for all employees, including the 
managing director, in line with 
recommendations made by an 
outside lawyer who investigated 
Strauss-Kahn’s 2008 affair.

“I did not have a heart attack 
when I walked in here” and took 
over the IMF ethics operation in 
2010, Canter said. Of the inter-
nal ethics breaches alleged dur-
ing 2009 and 2010, none related 
to sexual harassment between 
managers and subordinates .

The former IMF chief, until last 
week a possible contender for the 
French presidency, was released 
from New York’s Rikers Island jail 
Friday after posting a $1 million 

bail and agreeing to electronic 
monitoring of his movements 
and 24-hour-a-day surveillance 
by an armed guard. He will be 
confined to a New York apart-
ment until trial. His initial attempt 
to secure lodging fell through af-
ter building residents complained 
about the media attention and 
potential disruption.

Also Friday, the IMF board 
set new procedures for choos-
ing Strauss-Kahn’s replacement, 

which opens the door for non-
Europeans to compete for the 
post. By tradition, the IMF’s top 
job since World War II has been 
held by a European, but the pro-
cess outlined by the board allows 
any of the fund’s members to 
nominate a candidate. Nomina-
tions will be accepted until June 
10. The board said it will develop 
a short list of three candidates to 
interview and try to make a de-
cision “by consensus” by July 1.

That puts the process on 

a faster track than the three 
months needed for Strauss-
Kahn’s selection, but it also is a 
response to developing nations’ 
calls for a more open competi-
tion and clearer selection pro-
cess.

Strauss-Kahn’s indictment on 
seven counts, including attempt-
ed rape, has refocused attention 
on the 2008 staff affair and what 
some believe is lax oversight of 
the fund’s top management by 

its 24-member executive board.
An outside investigation by 

the Morgan Lewis law firm 
resulted in a reprimand by 
the board and an apology by 
Strauss-Kahn for a lapse in judg-
ment.

The body — in part appoint-
ed by major powers such as 
the United States and chosen 
by groups of smaller nations 
assembled from among the 
IMF’s members — is a “resident 
board,” meaning its members 

are paid a full-time salary of 
$230,000 a year and have offices 
at IMF headquarters. While ex-
pected to oversee the manag-
ing director, they also work with 
him and other staffers on a day-
to-day basis, and they rely on 
the staff for technical and other 
reports.

The same people who review 
the managing director’s perfor-
mance — or, in Strauss-Kahn’s 
case, decided to keep him de-
spite the Nagy affair — might 
also make appeals to him if their 
country needs help. The senior 
member and “dean” of the board 
is Shakour Shaalan, an Egyptian 
who was a veteran of the IMF 
staff before joining the execu-
tive board in 1992, where he has 
since remained, representing a 
collection of Arab states.

Shaalan, 82, did not respond 
to requests for an interview, re-
ferring calls to the IMF’s press 
office.

“It is a really widespread con-
cern,” said one former executive 
director, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of 
the sensitivity of the issue. “They 
want a favorable report for their 
country, then they are supposed 
to oversee the managing direc-

tor and the functioning of the 
institution. There is an inevi-
table tension. They are structur-
ally dependent on the managing 
director.”

The U.S. executive director, 
Meg Lundsager, appointed by 
the Treasury Department, did 
not respond to an interview re-
quest.

The changes under way at the 
IMF in part track policies devel-
oped at its sister organization, 
the World Bank, which went 
through its own soul-searching 
after then-President Paul Wol-
fowitz’s resignation over pay and 
other benefits given to a female 
staffer.

The World Bank considers 
relationships between an em-
ployee and a manager “a de facto 
conflict of interest” and requires 
employees to take mandatory 
training on misconduct, includ-
ing sexual harassment.

Female IMF staffers said in 
interviews that they, like all 
employees at the agency, were 
rattled by Strauss-Kahn’s arrest, 
but they were hesitant to criticize 
the board’s decision to retain 
him and said they thought his 
behavior was not representative 
of the agency.

IMF moves to bolster ethics rules for staffers
Strauss-Kahn 
brings body 
trouble anew

Virginia Canter, the IMF’s ethics officer, said there 
was nothing about Strauss-Kahn’s arrest last 
weekend on sexual-assault charges that she felt 
warranted a review of the IMF’s ethics policies.

Obama misses Libya strikes deadline 
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST
President Barack Obama missed a legal deadline Friday that 
required him to obtain congressional approval for U.S. military 
operations in Libya. Friday was the 60th day since Obama 
formally notified Congress that U.S. planes would attack targets in 
Libya. Under the Nixon-era War Powers Resolution, that is as long 
as any president can deploy forces without legislative approval. 
But Obama did not obtain it, or even formally ask for it.  

Some rank-and-file members have pressed Obama to say 
whether he will abide by the act. But the leaders of both parties 
have appeared willing to let the White House ignore the deadline, 
as previous presidents have done.

Wrestler ‘Macho Man’ Savage dies
New York AP
Randy “Macho Man” Savage, a larger-than-life personality from 
professional wrestling’s 1980s flying-elbow heyday known for his 
raspy voice, brash style and the young woman named Miss 
Elizabeth who often accompanied him, died in a car crash Friday 
in Florida. He was 58.

A Florida Highway Patrol crash report said the former wrestler 
— whose legal name was Randy Mario Poffo — was driving a Jeep 
Wrangler when he lost control in Pinellas County around 9:25 
a.m. The Jeep veered over the raised concrete median divider, 
crossed over the eastbound lanes and crashed head-on into a tree.

A police report said he may have suffered a “medical event” 
before the accident, but officials said an autopsy would be needed 
to know for sure. The report said a woman in the vehicle, 
identified as Barbara L. Poffo, 56, suffered minor injuries.  

23 Swedes charged over child porn 
Stockholm AP
Twenty-three Swedish women and a 43-year-old man were 
charged Friday with child pornography offenses. Detective Bjorn 
Sellstrom said he believed it was the first child pornography case 
worldwide to involve so many women. Charges filed with the 
Falun District Court  say the women, age 38 to 70, received scores 
of  explicit video clips and photographs of children from the man, 
who is the main suspect, and discussed them with him online in 
graphic detail. The material included girls and boys of all ages.

The man was charged with aggravated child pornography, a 
crime punishable with up to six years in prison. The women faced 
a lesser charge that would result in a conditional sentence or a 
maximum of two years in prison, prosecutor Niclas Eltenius said. 
Most of the women have admitted to receiving the material, but 
say they “wrote things that they thought he wanted to hear in 
order to remain in contact with him,” Eltenius said. Some of the 
women are suspected of passing the material on to others. Two of 
them are also accused of taking pictures of children in their 
surroundings and sending them to the main suspect.

No money was exchanged and the women were not coerced. 
The man met and had sexual relations with about half the women 
accused, who had no contact with each other.

Pawlenty running for president 
St. Paul Minnesota AP
Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty is running for president, an 
adviser said, joining a wide-ranging field of Republican 
candidates who hope to oust President Barack Obama at the polls 
next year. The adviser said Pawlenty will formally enter the race 
with his announcement Monday  in Des Moines, Iowa.

Pawlenty is not well-known nationally and may struggle to 
stand out in a crowded Republican field in which no hopeful has 
yet taken a certain lead. He is also fighting an impression at least 
within the Republican establishment that he is too bland to excite 
voters. He is not uniquely aligned with any one Republican 
faction — unlike social conservatives or fiscal Republicans — as 
are other candidates. Pawlenty been laying the groundwork for a 
national campaign since John McCain passed him over in 2008 as 
his vice presidential nominee, choosing Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin. 

Obama picks ambassador to Egypt
Washington AFP-JIJI
President Barack Obama on Friday named former Pakistan 
troubleshooter Anne Patterson as the next ambassador to Egypt. 
Pending Senate confirmation, Patterson will replace Margaret 
Scobey, who has served in the post for just over three years.

Patterson previously served from July 2007 to October 2010 as 
the U.S. ambassador to Islamabad. Patterson has also served as 
ambassador to Colombia and El Salvador, as assistant secretary 
for international narcotics and law enforcement affairs, and as 
acting permanent representative at the United Nations.

By naming Patterson, Obama signaled he wanted a tested 
career diplomat to serve in Cairo, where she will deal with the 
new ruling Supreme Council of the Armed Forces.
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