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AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN

Today, as Jordan celebrates the 
65th anniversary of its indepen-
dence, I would like to take ad-
vantage of this special occasion 
to express on behalf of His Maj-
esty King 
Abdullah II, the 
Royal Family, 
and the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of the Hash-
emite Kingdom 
of Jordan the 
sincerest of our 
wishes to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, and to the gov-
ernment and great and friendly 
people of Japan for continued 
peace, progress and prosperity.

This year’s anniversary will 
be remembered with a different 
taste, filled with deep sadness 
for those who lost their lives in 
the Great East Japan Earth-
quake of March 11 and with 
heartfelt prayers for the speedy 
recovery of all those who are 
suffering, comforted by our 
steadfast confidence that this 
great nation will soon rise above 
this epic disaster powered by 
the resilience, solidarity and 
commitment of its people, who 
have proven over the ages that 
Japan is the place where mira-
cles happen.

From the first moment we 
learned of the earthquake and its 
unimaginable effect, His Majesty 
the King issued his directives to 
the Jordanian government to ex-
tend all possible assistance to 

Japan to help the relief efforts, 
especially in the medical field, 
since Jordan is internationally 
known for its advanced medical 
capabilities that have enabled it 
to have a prolonged and diverse 
presence in many relief efforts 
throughout the world, especially 
via field hospitals and medical 
teams in harsh and disaster ar-
eas such as Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Gaza and Haiti.

After close cooperation with 
various parties in Japan, our 
first medical team arrived in 
Fukushima City on April 23 and 
departed on May 13. Through-
out their stay they worked at 
evacuation centers in Fukushi-
ma Prefecture, and arrange-
ments are currently undergoing 
for the receiving of the second 
team, who we hope will be here 
as soon as possible.

Since the establishment of 
the diplomatic relations be-
tween our two friendly coun-
tries in 1954, our ties have de-
veloped progressively and 
steadily, covering wide spec-
trums of issues of mutual inter-
est. We now see eye to eye on 
most if not all positions and 
viewpoints supporting many 
causes such as justice, peace, 
human rights and democracy.

The highlight of these ties has 
always been the frequent Royal 
Visits to Japan that stand as wit-
ness to the uniqueness, strength 
and importance we attach to 
our bilateral relations, and our 
determination to see them grow 
further in the future. We also 
appreciate how Japan assisted 
and continues to assist the eco-

nomic and social development 
policies of Jordan. Japan’s assis-
tance has touched every Jorda-
nian and covered many fields 
such as economic and technical 
assistance, sending Japanese ex-
perts and volunteers, and invit-
ing Jordanians to Japan for 
training and cultural exchange.

The Royal Visit last year laid 
the foundation for moving the 
relation to its next level, one that 
will significantly widen the par-
ticipation of the Japanese pri-
vate sector in the mega-projects 
Jordan is planning to start im-
plementing in the coming few 
years in areas such as clean and 
renewable energy, nuclear en-
ergy and water desalination, 
and advanced regional railway 
networks. These projects are de-
signed to have their benefits 
cover many countries in the 
Middle East region, and will aid 
the efforts supporting stability 
and peace, and provide addi-
tional basis for a more sustain-
able development, one that will 
create jobs and increase hope 
for a better future.

From the first day His Majes-
ty the King assumed constitu-
tional powers in 1999, Jordan 
has witnessed a high-speed 
transformation in all aspects of 
life. His Majesty’s visions, initia-
tives and personal involvement 
have guided the development 
process and lifted Jordan to 
where it is now. Today we find 
ourselves advancing rapidly 
through the achievements and 
opportunities Jordan presents 
and the gateways we offer to the 
rest of the region. Our firm sta-

bility and security continue de-
spite what the region is witness-
ing these days. This is due 
mainly to the steadfast belief of 
the Jordanian people in their 
political system and the com-
prehensive reform process 
spearheaded by His Majesty 
who regularly meets political, 
economic and civil society lead-
ers of Jordan to ensure that 
these processes and the road 
map collectively formulated 
meet the aspirations of our peo-
ple. The solidarity and commit-
ment of all Jordanians for a bet-
ter future enabled this small 
country to become a calm and 
potential-laden modern oasis, 
where justice, human rights, 
freedom and democracy are cel-
ebrated, and where dedication, 
hard work, and optimism made 
possible the achievements of re-
markable results in many fields, 

leading Jordan to becoming an 
advanced education and medi-
cal center in the Middle East.

Our road map for the future is 
clear, diverse and optimistic, and 
includes transforming Jordan, in 
the coming few decades, from a 
country that imports 96 percent 
of its energy requirements to an 
energy exporting country using 
energy produced from clean and 
green sources such as solar, 
wind and peaceful state-of-the-
art nuclear power generation. 
Another key project will be the 
Red Sea-Dead Sea water convey-
or designed to save one of the 
World Heritage sites, the Dead 
Sea, from extinction. At the same 
time, the project will help ease 
the freshwater shortage problem 
in Jordan and neighboring coun-
tries through huge desalination 
plants powered by Jordan’s new 
green energy. This is in addition 

to many other key projects such 
as regional railway networks, 
and software and information 
technology, and expanding our 
internationally reputed pharma-
ceutical sector through joining 
forces with other leading inter-
national corporations.

Jordan has also become a 
center for many international 
conventions and forums, such as 
meetings of the World Economic 
Forum, where 1,300 movers and 
shakers of global politics, busi-
ness and culture convene every 
other year on the shore of the 
famous Dead Sea to discuss and 
exchange views on many eco-
nomic, political, social and cul-
tural issues, and explore new 
ideas and solutions for the chal-
lenges facing our globe.

Those who seek history and 
world wonders can spend magi-
cal times at the 2,000-year-old 
city of Petra, entirely carved in 
rose red stones and is a living 
testament of the civilized 
achievements of our ancestors, 
so impressive that it was chosen 
as one of the “new world won-
ders,” second only to the Great 

Wall of China.
I would like to conclude by 

thanking The Japan Times for 

giving me this opportunity to 
share my thoughts with their 
distinguished readers.

Clear, diverse, optimistic road map leads nation

Royalty: Jordan’s King Abdullah II and Queen Rania with their 
children EMBASSY OF JORDAN

Nature: Fed by the Jordan River, the Dead Sea has a high salinity, as these salt crystals along the 
coast reveal. EMBASSY OF JORDAN

Wonder: Half-built and half-carved into the rock by the ancient 
Nabataeans, the historic city of Petra is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and Jordan’s most-visited tourist 
attraction. EMBASSY OF JORDAN
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Despite their deepening politi-
cal divide, the United States and 
Saudi Arabia are quietly ex-
panding defense ties on a vast 
scale, led by a little-known proj-
ect to develop an elite force to 
protect the kingdom’s oil riches 
and future nuclear sites.

The U.S. is also in discussions 
with Saudi Arabia to create an air 
and missile defense system with 
far greater capability against the 
regional rival the Saudis fear 
most, Iran. And it is with Iran 
mainly in mind that the Saudis 
are pressing ahead with a his-
toric $60 billion arms deal that 
will provide dozens of new U.S.-
built F-15 combat aircraft likely 
to ensure Saudi air superiority 
over Iran for years.

Together these moves amount 
to a historic expansion of a 
66-year-old relationship that is 
built on America’s oil appetite, 
sustained by Saudi reliance on 
U.S. military reach and deepened 
by a shared worry about the 
threat of al-Qaida and the ambi-
tions of Iran.

The quiet U.S. moves in Saudi 
Arabia will form part of the 
backdrop to President Barack 

Obama’s speech Thursday, 
which is intended to put his im-
print on the enormous changes 
sweeping across the greater 
Middle East.

All of this is happening de-
spite the Saudi government’s 
anger at Washington’s response 
to uprisings across the Arab 
world, especially its abandon-
ment of Hosni Mubarak, the de-
posed Egyptian president who 
was a longtime Saudi and U.S. 
ally. The Obama administration 
is eager to ease this tension as it 
faces the prospect of an escalat-
ing confrontation with Iran over 
its nuclear program.

Saudi Arabia is central to 
American policy in the Middle 
East. 

It is a key player in the Arab-
Israeli peace process that 
Obama has so far failed to ad-
vance, and it is vital to U.S. en-
ergy security, with Saudi Arabia 
ranking as the third-largest 
source of U.S. oil imports. 

It also figures prominently in 
U.S. efforts to undercut Islamic 
extremism and promote democ-
racy.

The forging of closer U.S.-Sau-
di military ties is so sensitive, 
particularly in Saudi Arabia, that 
the Pentagon and the State De-

partment declined requests for 
on-the-record comment and U.S. 
officials rejected a request for an 
interview with the two-star army 
general, Robert Catalanotti, who 
manages the project to build a 
“facilities security force” to pro-
tect the Saudis’ network of oil 
installations and other critical 
infrastructure.

The Saudi Embassy in Wash-
ington did not respond to two 
written requests for comment.

Details about the elite force 
were learned from interviews 
with U.S. officials speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of Saudi secu-
rity concerns, as well as in inter-
views with private analysts and 
public statements by former U.S. 
officials.

The special security force is 
expected to grow to at least 
35,000 members, trained and 
equipped by U.S. personnel as 
part of a multiagency effort that 
includes staff from the Justice 
and Energy departments and 
the Pentagon. It is overseen by 
the U.S. Central Command.

The force’s main mission is to 
protect vital oil infrastructure, 
but its scope is wider. A former-
ly secret State Department cable 
released by the WikiLeaks whis-

tle-blower website described the 
mission as protecting “Saudi en-
ergy production facilities, de-
salination plants and future 
civil nuclear reactors.”

The cable, dated Oct. 29, 
2008, and released by WikiLeaks 
in December, said the Saudis 
agreed to a U.S. recommenda-
tion to create the program after 
they received an Energy Depart-
ment briefing on the vulnerabil-
ity of certain oil facilities.

The program apparently got 
under way in 2009 or 2010, but 
it is not clear how much of the 
new force is operating.

The Saudis’ security worries 
were heightened by a failed al-
Qaida car bombing in February 
2006 of the Abqaiq oil process-
ing facility, one of the largest in 
the world. The State Depart-
ment cable said a subsequent 
U.S. assessment of Abqaiq secu-
rity standards determined that it 

remained “highly vulnerable to 
other types of sophisticated ter-
rorist attacks.” 

That warning was conveyed 
to top Saudi officials on Oct. 27, 
2008.

“The Saudis remain highly 
concerned about the vulnerabil-
ity of their energy production 
facilities,” the cable said. “They 
recognize many of their energy 
facilities remain at risk from al-
Qaida and other terrorists who 

seek to disrupt the global econ-
omy.”

One U.S. official said the Sau-
di force’s mission might be ex-
panded to include protection of 
embassies and other diplomatic 
buildings, as well as research 
and academic installations. 

The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of 
the diplomatic sensitivity of the 
issue.

The newly established spe-

cialized force is separate from 
the regular Saudi military and is 
also distinct from Saudi Arabian 
National Guard, an internal se-
curity force whose mission is to 
protect the royal family and the 
Muslim holy places of Mecca 
and Medina. The U.S. has had a 
training and advisory role with 
the regular Saudi military since 
1953 and began advising the 
National Guard in 1973.

The new arrangement is 
based on a May 2008 deal 
signed by former U.S. Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice and 
Saudi Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef bin Abdul-Aziz al Saud. 
That same month the U.S. and 
Saudi Arabia also signed an un-
derstanding on civil nuclear en-
ergy cooperation in which 
Washington agreed to help the 
Saudis develop nuclear energy 
for use in medicine, industry 
and power generation.

In October 2008, Ford Fraker, 
then the U.S. ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, called the facilities 
security force program “proba-
bly the single biggest initiative 
for the U.S.-Saudi relationship” 
and said the value of contracts 
associated with the program 
could reach tens of billions of 
dollars.

Christopher Blanchard, a 
Middle East policy analyst at the 
Congressional Research Service, 
said the arrangement is impor-
tant on multiple levels.

“The noteworthy thing is that 
it’s such a sensitive area,” he 
said in an interview. “It’s prob-
ably the most sensitive area for 
the Saudis, in the sense that 
those facilities are the lifeblood 
of the kingdom.”

“It’s not only about defending 
against a single military threat 
like Iran but also an expression, 
politically and symbolically, of a 
U.S. commitment to Saudi Ara-
bia’s long-term security,” he 
added. “It’s about seeing the 
U.S.-Saudi relationship into the 
next generation.”

The U.S. had dozens of com-
bat aircraft based in Saudi Ara-
bia from 1991 to 2003. When the 
planes departed, the U.S. turned 
over a highly sophisticated air 
operations center it had built in 
the desert south of Riyadh.

The U.S.-Saudi relationship 
has been rocked by a series of 
setbacks, including the Sept. 11 
attacks, 2001, in which 15 of the 
19 hijackers turned out to be 
Saudis. Saudi Arabia also is the 
birthplace of Osama bin Laden, 
the al-Qaida leader killed by 

U.S. Navy SEALs on May 2 in 
Pakistan, and Saudis remain ac-
tive in al-Qaida in Afghanistan. 

U.S. officials said this month 
that a Saudi considered the No. 
1 terrorist target in eastern Af-
ghanistan, Abu Hafs al-Najdi, 
was killed in an airstrike. They 
said he helped organize al-Qai-
da finances.

Even so, Saudi Arabia has be-
come one of Washington’s most 
valued counterterrorism part-
ners. It also is a top client for U.S. 
arms. When Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates visited Riyadh in 
April, he reaffirmed U.S. inten-
tions to proceed with the deal 
announced last fall to sell up to 
$60 billion in weaponry, includ-
ing 84 F-15s and the upgrading 
of 70 existing Saudi F-15s.

U.S. officials said the arms 
deal might be expanded to in-
clude naval ships and possibly 
more advanced air and missile 
defense systems. 

The Saudis want to upgrade 
their Patriot air defenses to the 
latest U.S. version, which can 
knock down short-range ballis-
tic missiles in flight. And they 
have expressed interest in a 
more capable system designed 
to defend against higher-flying, 
medium-range missiles.

U.S. quietly expanding defense ties with Saudi Arabia

The little-known elite Saudi security force is 
trained, equipped and overseen by U.S. personnel. 
It’s main mission: protect oil infrastructure. 
But a formerly secret U.S. cable said it would also 
protect future civil nuclear reactors.
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