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Georgia independence day

Revaz Beshidze
AMBASSADOR OF GEORGIA

On the occasion of the 20th an-
niversary of the restoration of 
independence 
to Georgia, I 
take the oppor-
tunity to extend 
my warm, re-
spectful greet-
ings to Their 
Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor 
Akihito and Empress Michiko, 
as well as to the government 

and people of Japan. I would 
like to express my warm greet-
ings to the small Georgian com-
munity resident in Japan for 
their courage and sense of unity 
over the past months.

The tragic aftermath of the 
March 11 earthquake and tsu-
nami that claimed the lives of 
many innocent people has 
struck the hearts of all Geor-
gians. On behalf of Georgian 
people, Georgian President H.E. 
Mikheil Saakashvili conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ilies deprived of their loved ones 

and to all the people of Japan. 
Thousands of Georgians visited 
the Embassy of Japan in Tbilisi 
and expressed their personal 
support to the people of Japan. 

Japan has remained a trusted 
and reliable partner to Georgia 
since the country restored inde-
pendence in 1991. The contribu-
tion of Japan and other friendly 
countries throughout these 
years has helped Georgia to 
make remarkable progress in its 
democratization and transition 
to a market economy. The rela-
tions have further strengthened 
since 2003, when the govern-
ment of Georgia implemented 
wide-ranging economic reforms 
that have led to the dramati-
cally improved investment cli-
mate, high growth rates of the 
economy (gross domestic prod-
uct compound annual growth 
rate of 4.9 percent in 2003-2010, 
GDP growth rate peaking at 12.3 
percent in 2007) and vast in-
flows of foreign direct invest-
ment. Georgia is a member of 
the World Trade Organization 
and now benefits from preferen-
tial trade relationships with de-

veloped economies such as the 
United States, European Union 
and Japan.

With its strong commitment 
to liberal economic reforms, the 
government of Georgia man-
aged to revitalize the economy 
damaged by the double eco-
nomic shocks of the military ag-
gression of the Russian Federa-
tion in August 2008 and global 
financial crises, and thus 
achieved positive growth of 6.4 
percent in 2010. 

The World Bank/IFC 2011 
Doing Business report named 
Georgia as the top reformer 
among the 174 countries over 
the last five years, placing Geor-
gia 12th in the world in terms of 
ease of doing business. The 
country holds 29th place in the 
Heritage Foundation’s index of 
Economic Freedom, out of 183 
economies. The government 
was extremely successful in 
combating corruption. Trans-
parency International placed 
Georgia in the top 10 of the least 
corrupt countries worldwide. 
The report also rates Georgia 
first in the world in terms of the 

public perception of the de-
crease of corruption, with 78 
percent of those surveyed 
claiming the corruption level 
has decreased.

We were delighted to ac-
knowledge the further achieve-
ments in the areas of economic 
and trade cooperation between 
Georgia and Japan. A number of 
missions from private Japanese 
companies visited Georgia in 
the last year with the aim to uti-
lize the investment opportuni-
ties in the areas of infrastruc-
ture development, agricultural 
production and energy, particu-
larly hydropower, wind and so-
lar projects. 

In August 2008, Georgia wit-
nessed Russia’s large-scale mili-
tary aggression, subsequent oc-
cupation and illegal recognition 
of the nonexistent, so-called 
“independence” of my country’s 
inalienable regions of Abkhazia 
and Tskhinvali region/South 
Ossetia. With a grave violation 
of norms and principles of inter-
national law, the occupation of 
Georgia continues in violation 
of the Six-Point Cease-fire 

Agreement of Aug. 12, 2008, de-
spite numerous calls from the 
international community.

At present, Georgia’s primary 
goal is to achieve the full de-
occupation of the regions of Ab-
khazia and the Tskhinvali re-
gion/South Ossetia only 
through peaceful means, with 
the assistance of the interna-
tional community. Georgia’s 
initiative, State Strategy on Oc-
cupied Territories: Engagement 
through Cooperation, could in-
duce long-term reconciliation. 
The main foreign policy priori-
ties for Georgia are NATO mem-
bership, intensification of the 
cooperation with the EU and 
the strengthening of regional 
economic ties.

Although an international me-
diation process, called the Ge-
neva talks, which began in Octo-
ber 2008 over Georgia’s occupied 
territories, has so far seen limited 
success, the forum remains a 
unique international mediation 
platform that keeps Georgia and 
Russia, parties to the conflict, at 
the negotiating table. 

Although there are still chal-

lenges ahead, Georgia has 
made remarkable progress in 
developing a modern tourism 
infrastructure. Many interna-
tional hotel chains have 
opened or are developing prop-
erties in Georgia. We hope that 
more Japanese tourists will 
take the opportunity to visit 
Georgia and explore its culture, 
beautiful nature, world-re-
nowned food, wine and warm 
hospitality.

In the aftermath of the Great 
East Japan Earthquake, the Em-
bassy of Georgia in Tokyo has 
worked day by day with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan and Embassy of Japan in 
Tbilisi to support the people af-
fected by the great disaster and 
to offer humanitarian assistance 
to the government of Japan. The 
government of Georgia provid-
ed $1 million to the Japanese 
Red Cross Society as emergency 
assistance to Japan.

It is our fervent hope that Ja-
pan will recover from the 
wounds of the earthquake and 
tsunami, coming out of the crisis 
stronger than before, and in the 
coming years we will witness the 
further expansion of the strong 
partnership and cooperation be-
tween Georgia and Japan. 

Despite various challenges, remarkable progress

Historic: Located near Tbilisi, Ananuri is a castle complex dating 
from the 17th century that was a seat of dukes of the area and 
the scene of numerous battles. EMBASSY OF GEORGIA
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Somali politicians are returning 
from Arab nations with briefcas-
es of cash, and a Somali govern-
ment watchdog report found 
that more than $70 million of it is 
missing instead of being used to 
fight terrorism, piracy or hunger.

The large cash payments en-
courage politicians to hang onto 
power while paying little atten-
tion to crucial needs in a country 
devastated by two decades of 
war. A lack of attention to con-
stituents’ needs may also be fuel-
ing an al-Qaida-linked insurgen-
cy, officials say.

“Politicians want to keep the 
status quo. They’re profiting from 
it,” said Abdirazak Fartaag, the 
head of the Public Finance Man-
agement Unit, a Somali govern-
ment body charged with oversee-
ing the country’s financial man-
agement. “We have to hold these 
big shots accountable.”

Somalia’s prime minister said 
the government is trying to be 
more transparent by working 
from a budget and making re-
cords public.

In a 22-page report that was 

due to be released Wednesday, 
Fartaag documented cash pay-
ments that came from Libya, the 
United Arab Emirates, Sudan 
and other donors in 2009 and 
2010 totaling more than $75 mil-
lion. Only $2.8 million was ac-
counted for by the government. 
He based his report, which was 
written for the Somali govern-
ment, on interviews with politi-
cians who witnessed the pay-
ments or received money in So-
malia’s capital, Mogadishu.

Fartaag said in his report that 
the Somali government is missing 
more than $300 million once in-
ternal revenues from the port, 
airport, khat trade and telecom-
munications are added to the 
Arab millions that have vanished.

 Somali Prime Minister Mo-
hamed Abdullahi Mohamed said 
in April that his government re-
ceived one payment of $5 mil-
lion from a Middle Eastern coun-
try this year that he “believed” to 
be the United Arab Emirates.

But Finance Minister Hussein 
Halane said in April that he ac-
companied the prime minister 
twice to Abu Dhabi, the capital 
of the United Arab Emirates, this 

year and had seen Mohamed 
personally receive $5 million in 
cash each time. The government 
subsequently produced docu-
mentation showing that only one 
payment of $5 million was de-
posited into the country’s Central 
Bank. The other payment re-
mains unaccounted for.

Politicians in position to re-
ceive such payments have little 
incentive to reach out to armed 
groups to end conflict because 
then they would have to share 
the money, Fartaag said Tuesday.

The weak U.N.-backed So-
mali government is fighting the 
al-Shabab Islamist insurgency 
that has control of much of cen-
tral and southern Somalia. 

Al-Shabab kidnaps children to 
use as soldiers, carries out pub-
lic stonings and amputations, 
and claimed responsibility for 
bombings that killed 76 people 
in Uganda last July. The govern-
ment is constantly appealing for 
more cash to fight the insur-
gents, even as it fails to account 
for money already received.

Both Western and Arab na-
tions pour aid into Somalia to try 
to combat piracy and terrorism 
and provide social services. The 
government gets very little cash 
directly from the West. Most goes 
to aid agencies. 

The U.S. and Italy even insist 
on paying wages directly to So-
mali soldiers after it turned out 
that commanders were stealing 
soldiers’ salaries.

Oil-rich nations such as Su-
dan and the United Arab Emir-
ates have a tradition of cash di-
plomacy in which visiting offi-
cials are handed stacks of $100 
bills to take home. The foreign 
minister of the United Arab 
Emirates said he had no specific 
details at hand about funding for 
the Mogadishu government.

“I really cannot recall what the 
financial aid that’s been given to 
the Somali government (is) from 
the UAE,” said Sheik Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan. “We are 
just, frankly speaking, trying to 
solve . . . the Somali conflict.”

Somalia’s prime minister and 
finance minister say the govern-
ment deposits these donations in 
the country’s Central Bank, a 
newly renovated building in 
downtown Mogadishu whose 
fresh coats of paint stand out 
from the smashed gray concrete 
rubble around it.

“We are trying to be more 
transparent. We have a budget. 
We have public records of our 
finances,” Mohamed said.

Halane said that not all cash 
was necessarily deposited in the 
government’s account because 
some was spent on “legitimate 
and documented” expenses by 
officials before being deposited. 

Somalia fails 
to track Arab 
aid funding
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The black-and-white videos are 
grainy. Sometimes, they flicker. 
Yet the images are stark and of-
ten graphic, appearing to show 
senior members of a Turkish op-
position party in liaisons with 
women who are not their wives.

The spies did not just rig hid-
den cameras. They posted taunt-
ing screen text, an eerie 
soundtrack and even an adults-
only rating before slapping the 
intimate footage on the Internet, 
unleashing a sex scandal that 
could benefit the government in 
elections next month.

The slick smear campaign 
stunned the MHP hardline na-
tionalist party that was struggling 
for relevance as a self-declared 
guardian of Islamic values, pure 
Turkish identity and the sanctity 
of the family. 

It forced the resignations of 10 
lawmakers in the Nationalist Ac-
tion Party, which won 14 percent 
of the vote in the last general 
election in 2007.

If the MHP falls below a vote 
threshold of 10 percent on June 
12, it will lose a place in Parlia-
ment and many of its seats will 
go to the likely winner, the two-
term ruling party of Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Such an outcome could have 
a big impact in Turkey, where 
Erdogan is seeking a two-thirds 
majority in the 550-seat Parlia-
ment that would let his party re-
place a military-era constitution 
with relative ease. The govern-
ment says it stands for democ-
racy and European-style reforms, 
but some commentators judge it 
increasingly averse to consensus 
or criticism.

The ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party, which has Islamic 
roots, now has 331 seats. The Na-
tionalist Action Party has 72.

The mysterious group behind 
the videos urged the ouster of 
the MHP leadership, whose 
chief, Devlet Bahceli, served as 
deputy prime minister in a coali-
tion government a decade ago 
and has shifted the once-extrem-
ist party toward the political 
mainstream.

“If you have at least a little bit 
of shame, or devotion to the 
cause, you should all resign, ev-

erybody from head to toe in the 
management, so that this cher-
ished cause will not suffer fur-
ther because of you,” said an on-
screen ultimatum. It described 
each implicated politician as a 
“scumbag.”

On the face of it, the message 
suggests the work of party insid-
ers, possibly those who prefer a 
near-mystical, unrelenting na-
tionalism that has lost resonance 
as Turkey becomes richer and 
more open. Speculation about 
the culprits has also turned on 
supporters of the government, 
which vehemently denies in-
volvement, and an alleged gang 
of coup plotters with shadowy 
links to state agencies.

Hasan Gerceker, head of the 
top appeals court, said only that 
an “organization” was responsi-
ble, acknowledging the opera-
tion’s sophistication.

The videos, many of which 
have been removed from the In-
ternet by Turkish authorities, 
show men resembling half a doz-
en of the politicians with women 
in nondescript rooms that appear 
to serve only as the anonymous 
settings for trysts. 

In one scene, a man and a 
woman cuddle, then disrobe 
briskly at opposite ends of a sofa 
and walk off-screen, presumably 
to a bedroom.

Some scenes are preceded by 
names of the politicians, whose 
resignations were taken as tacit 
acknowledgment that they had 
been caught in the act, as well as 
brief data on their partners. They 
allegedly include a 16-year-old 
girl and a Russian prostitute. 

Prosecutors are investigating. 
Turkish law protects an individ-
ual’s privacy, but also holds law-
makers to ethical standards.

Ruling party lawmakers, who 
once tried to make adultery ille-
gal, described the scheme as 
“ugly,” but could not resist barbed 
remarks on the campaign trail. 
This month, Erdogan made a not-
so-subtle reference to “genelev,” 
which literally means “general 
house” in Turkish but is a com-
mon phrase for a brothel.

“The women are not their 
wives, why would that be their 
privacy?” the prime minister told 
reporters. “It is not private, it is 
very, very general. It is a general 
indecency.”

Sex videos put Turkish 
opposition on the ropes

Geneva 
AP

Health ministers from around the 
world agreed Tuesday to put off 
setting a deadline to destroy the 
last known stockpiles of the 
smallpox virus for three more 
years, rejecting a U.S. plan that 
had called for a five-year delay.

After two days of heated de-
bate, the 193-nation World Health 
Assembly agreed by consensus to 
a compromise that calls for an-
other review in 2014.

The U.S. had proposed a five-
year extension to destroying the 
U.S. and Russian stockpiles, argu-
ing that more research is needed 
and the stockpiles could help 
prevent one of the world’s deadli-
est diseases from being used as a 
biological weapon.

But other ministers at the de-
cision-making assembly of the 
World Health Organization said 
they saw little reason to retain the 
stockpiles, and objected to the 
delay in destroying them.

 The assembly declared small-

pox officially eradicated in 1980, 
and the U.N. health agency has 
been discussing whether to de-
stroy the virus since 1986.

Then in 2007, the assembly 
asked WHO’s director general to 
oversee a major review of the 
situation so the 2011 assembly 
could agree on when to destroy 
the last known stockpiles.

WHO officials said that the as-
sembly “strongly reaffirmed the 
decision of previous assemblies 
that the remaining stock of 
smallpox (variola) virus should 

be destroyed when crucial re-
search based on the virus has 
been completed.”

But the assembly won’t again 
have to grapple with a decision 
over exactly when to do that until 
three years from now.

The assembly, like the U.N. 
General Assembly, is a world fo-
rum whose decisions aren’t le-
gally binding but do carry moral 
weight. So even if the assembly 
finally sets a date for destroying 
the stockpiles, it can’t force the 
U.S. and Russia to comply.

Smallpox destruction gets three-year reprieve
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When she launched her run for 
the presidency two years ago, 
Keiko Fujimori’s stated aim was to 
free her father, Alberto, who is im-
prisoned for killings and corrup-
tion during his decade-long rule. 
Now the congresswoman has a 
strong chance to become Peru’s 
first female leader and she is try-
ing to establish her independence 
from her presidential father even 
as she adopts many of his key ad-
visers and policies as her own.

While some Peruvians honor 
her father for crushing a bloody 
leftist guerrilla movement, many 
recall him as the man who led 
the most corrupt government in 
their country’s modern history.

Her chances in the June 5 run-
off may depend on which alterna-
tive Peruvians fear more: the 
daughter of a man serving a 25-
year sentence for authorizing 
death squad killings and looting 
the treasury, or leftist military man 
Ollanta Humala, whom critics 
liken to Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez.

Polls show voters almost evenly 

spit, although a poll out Monday 
put Fujimori in front by 7 percent-
age points — her strongest show-
ing ahead of the runoff vote.

Her biggest challenge has been 
trying to cope with the shadow of 
her father’s legacy. Since Alberto 
Fujimori fled Peru and faxed his 
resignation from his ancestral Ja-
pan in 2000, about 1,500 people 
connected to his government 
have been prosecuted on corrup-
tion and other charges.

“In the history of South Amer-
ica, at least, nowhere have so 
many people have been tried for 
corruption beginning with the 
president, his ministers and gen-
erals,” said Pedro Gamarra, a 
prosecutor handling cases from 
Fujimori’s presidency.

Those convicted and sen-
tenced to prison include eight 
former Cabinet ministers, three 
former military commanders, an 
attorney general and a former 
chief of the Supreme Court, as 
well as soldiers who belonged to 
a secret death squad that killed 
at least 50 people. Two brothers 
and two sisters of the former 
president are on a list of 55 gov-
ernment-linked fugitives.

Experts believe no other Peru-
vian government has looted the 
nation’s treasury on the scale of 
Alberto Fujimori’s.

Transparency International 

deemed Fujimori the seventh 
most corrupt leader in modern 
times on a list topped by Suhar-
to, the former Indonesian leader. 
It estimated members of Alberto 
Fujimori’s administration stole 
$600 million. Estimates by others 
reach into the billions. About 
$184 million has been recovered 
from bank accounts in Switzer-
land, the U.S., Luxembourg and 
Panama, said Avelino Guillen, 
the prosecutor who eventually 
won Fujimori’s 2009 conviction.

The Peruvians who back Keiko 
Fujimori are primarily from the 
middle and upper classes who 
fear Humala could at least par-
tially dismantle the free market. 
She is also backed by Peruvians 
who credit her father with defeat-
ing Shining Path rebels and put-
ting the economy on solid footing.

She argues she should not be 
blamed for any crimes commit-
ted under her father.

“I’m not Alberto Fujimori. 
Children don’t carry the respon-
sibilities of their parents,” the 
35-year-old congresswoman said 
in an April radio interview. “I’m 
a different person.”

But she has not clearly drawn 
a line between his policies and 
hers, and has focused on the 
same campaign promises that 
worked for her father: fighting 
crime, working for the poor and 

providing school lunches and 
uniforms. Detractors say her fa-
ther’s fingerprints are all over her 
campaign and he can be expect-
ed to exert substantial influence 
over a Keiko Fujimori presiden-
cy. But the younger Fujimori de-
nies her father is in any way run-
ning her campaign.

“I always had different opin-
ions from my father,” she said. “I 
haven’t had to wait until this far 
along in the elections to demon-
strate that I’m independent.”

When her father was convict-
ed two years ago, she insisted 
she would pardon him if elected 
president. In recent months she 
has reversed that stand, swearing 
publicly she will not pardon him.

 Nobel literature laureate Mario 
Vargas Llosa, who lost to Fujimo-
ri’s father in the 1990 presidential 
vote, has been campaigning vig-
orously against her election.

If she were to win on June 5, he 
said last month, it will mean that 
“thieves and murderers who have 
been convicted by civil courts, in 
impeccable trials, would once 
again be governing Peru.”

Last year, Vargas Llosa de-
scribed a potential runoff be-
tween Humala and Keiko Fuji-
mori as a choice between termi-
nal cancer and AIDS. He now 
describes Humala as a lesser of 
two evils.

Fujimori legacy hangs over Peru poll
Critic describes race 
as a choice between 
‘AIDS, terminal cancer’

Washington 
THE WASHINGTON POST

We’ve all heard that eating fish is good for your heart. There’s 
some new evidence out about exactly what kind of fish and 
how to prepare it to get those health benefits.

Donald Lloyd-James of Northwestern University and 
colleagues analyzed data collected between 1991 and 2008 
from 84,493 women participating in the federally funded 
Women’s Health Initiative.

Those who consumed the most baked or broiled fish — five 
or more servings per week — were about 30 percent less likely 
to develop heart failure over a 10-year period, the researchers 
reported in a paper in the journal Circulation: Heart Failure, 
published by the American Heart Association. 

Baked, broiled fish lower heart risks

‘Politicians want to keep 
the status quo. They’re 
profiting from it. We 
have to hold these big 
shots accountable.’
PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT 
UNIT CHIEF ABDIRAZAK FARTAAG

Father’s daughter?: Peruvian presidential candidate Keiko Fujimori waves during a rally in Huancayo on Tuesday. AFP-JIJI
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