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Azerbaijan republic day

Rovshan Kazimov
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF 
AZERBAIJAN

It is my great pleasure to ad-
dress the readers of The Japan 
Times on the occasion of the 
National Day of 
the Republic of 
Azerbaijan — 
Republic Day 
— and to ex-
tend my warm-
est and sincere 
greetings to the 
people of Japan.

The Republic of Azerbaijan is 
the largest state situated in the 
Southern Caucasus, the country 
with the rich historical past, 
beautiful nature and architec-
tural monuments.

Located on the western 
shores of the Caspian Sea, the 
Republic of Azerbaijan is a tran-
sit country between East and 
West and one of the main trade, 
transport and cultural centers 
on the great historical Silk Road.

On May 28, 1918, Azerbaijan 
became the first country in the 
East to establish a democratic 
republic with a functioning par-
liament, which unfortunately 
lasted very shortly and ended in 
1920. In 1991, after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan 
restored its independence and 
became a member of the United 
Nations on March 2, 1992.

Abundant with natural re-
sources, in particular with hy-
drocarbon resources, the Re-
public of Azerbaijan plays an 
important role in the formation 
of global energy policy. The en-
ergy projects play significant 
roles in shaping the geopolitical 
image of the country. 

The development of vast oil 
and gas resources of Azerbaijan 

and their delivery through the 
East-West energy corridor pro-
vide a solid foundation for sus-
tainable economic growth and 
the energy security of Europe.

As a result of market reforms 
that have been implemented 
over the past few years, Azerbai-
jan has achieved considerable 
progress in economic perfor-
mance and the attraction of for-
eign investment. 

This year, we will also cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of 
our independence. Of course, in 
terms of history this is not so 
long a period of time. But over 
those 20 years Azerbaijan has 
proven itself as a reliable part-
ner: The policy of Azerbaijan is 
predictable and directed toward 
ensuring peace and security in 
the region. 

Stability and peace in Azer-
baijan, as well as its beautiful 
nature, are important factors 
that make our country a very at-
tractive tourism destination. In 

recent years, dozens of 4- and 
5-star hotels and resorts meet-
ing international standards 
have been built throughout the 
country. 2011 was declared a 
year of tourism in Azerbaijan, 
which means a large number of 
tourism projects are going to be 
implemented. As a result of all 
the work done, we have ob-
served a considerable increase 
in the number of foreign tourists 
visiting Azerbaijan. Taking this 
opportunity, I would like to 
stress that Japanese nationals 
who wish to visit Azerbaijan can 
obtain tourist visas at the em-
bassy free of charge.

Unfortunately, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan still suffers from the 
consequences of a dispute with 
neighboring Armenia. As a re-
sult, 20 percent of our territories 
— the Nagorno-Karabakh re-
gion and seven surrounding dis-
tricts — remain under occupa-
tion.

Azerbaijan is committed to 

the peaceful solution of the 
problem. The U.N. Security 
Council adopted a number of 
resolutions that demand imme-
diate and unconditional with-
drawal of Armenian armed 
forces from the territory of Azer-
baijan and return of refugees 
and internally displaced per-
sons to their homes. The inter-
national community and all 
countries, including Japan, sup-
port the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.

The Republic of Azerbaijan 
attaches great attention to its re-
lations with Japan. Relations 
between our countries devel-
oped very successfully after 
Azerbaijan became indepen-
dent in 1991. We cooperate in 
different spheres and have very 
strong political, economic and 
cultural relations based on mu-
tual respect, interests and 
friendship. The recent official 
visit of H.E. Ilham Aliyev, presi-

dent of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, to Japan in 2006 greatly 
contributed to enhancing coop-
eration in all spheres of bilateral 
relations. 

In March 2011 the people of 
Japan experienced hard times 
when an earthquake and ensu-
ing tsunami caused huge dam-
age and human loss. After this 
unprecedented natural disaster 
the Republic of Azerbaijan ex-
pressed its solidarity with Japan 

and provided relief money of $1 
million to alleviate the suffer-
ings of those wh o lost their 
homes and relatives. It is our 
firm belief that the people of Ja-
pan will overcome this difficul-
ty soon.

The government of the Re-
public of Azerbaijani is persis-
tent in strengthening existing 
ties with Japan and deems it a 
priority to have more enhanced 
cooperation.

Pioneering democracy proves reliable partner

Nature: Azerbaijan is home to a variety of terrain, from forests 
and mountains to plains and deserts.  EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN

Capital: Located on the shore of the Absheron Peninsula, which projects into the Caspian Sea, 
Baku is the largest city and largest port in Azerbaijan. EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN
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War-weary Republicans and 
Democrats on Thursday sent the 
strongest message yet to President 
Barack Obama to end the war in 
Afghanistan as the commander in 
chief decides how many U.S. 
troops to withdraw this summer.

A measure requiring an accel-
erated timetable for pulling out 
the 100,000 troops from Afghani-
stan and an exit strategy for the 
nearly 10-year-old conflict se-
cured 204 votes in the House, fall-
ing just short of passage but 
boosting the hopes of its sur-
prised proponents.

“It sends a strong signal to the 
president that the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Ameri-
can people want change,” Rep. 
Jim McGovern, a Democrat, said 
shortly after the vote.

Obama will begin pulling out 
some of the troops in July, with all 
combat forces due out by 2014. 
McGovern and others fear that 
the initial reduction will be a to-
ken cut of some 5,000, numbers 
they argue fail to reflect that Osa-
ma bin Laden is gone and the U.S. 
can’t afford spending $10 billion a 
month on the war.

An Associated Press-GfK poll 
earlier this month found 59 per-
cent oppose the war and 37 per-
cent favor it, with significant sup-
port for Obama’s plan to start re-
moving troops this summer.

 Twenty-six Republicans joined 
178 Democrats in backing the Af-
ghanistan measure. Eight Demo-
crats and 207 Republicans op-
posed it.  The tally on Thursday 
reflected the increasing exaspera-
tion in Congress with the costly 
war, even among the typically 
more hawkish Republicans.

 The House passed the military 
blueprint for the budget year be-
ginning Oct. 1 on a vote of 322-96.

In another sign of exasperation 
with war, the House overwhelm-
ingly backed a measure barring 
any taxpayer dollars for U.S. 
ground forces or private security 
contractors in Libya with the ex-
ception of those involved in res-
cue missions of U.S. service mem-
bers. The vote was 416-5.

Afghan 
war must 
end: U.S. 
lawmakers

FOCUS
Josef Federman
Jerusalem
AP

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu gave an impassioned 
defense of his approach to peace 
during a speech to Congress on 
Tuesday. But the address re-
flected the world view of Isra-
el’s nationalistic right wing, 
one of several conflicting nar-
ratives that divide Israelis and 
Palestinians.

Here is a sampling of Netan-
yahu’s claims along with what he 
did not mention:

Netanyahu: “You don’t need to 
send American troops to Israel. 
We defend ourselves.”
The facts: Israel is a leading re-
cipient of American foreign aid, 
including more than $1 billion in 
military assistance each year.

Netanyahu: “In Judea and Sa-
maria, the Jewish people are not 
foreign occupiers. We are not the 
British in India. We are not the 
Belgians in the Congo.”
The facts: While the West Bank, 
or Judea and Samaria, is prom-
ised to the Jewish people in the 
Bible, the international commu-
nity considers the West Bank oc-
cupied territory. Israel captured 
the area in the 1967 Mideast War 
but has never annexed it. Its oc-
cupied status is underscored by 
the presence of tens of thou-
sands of Israeli soldiers who pro-
tect Israeli settlements and con-
trol the movement of Palestinian 
residents in the name of security.

Netanyahu: “You don’t need to 
export democracy to Israel. 
We’ve already got it.”
The facts: Israel does give its Arab 
minority full civil rights, including 
participation in elections. But Is-
raeli Arabs suffer from systematic 
discrimination in housing and the 

workplace. Also, over 2 million 
Palestinians living in the West 
Bank do not have Israeli citizen-
ship and therefore cannot vote in 
Israeli elections.

Netanyahu: “The vast majority 
of the 650,000 Israelis who live 
beyond the 1967 lines reside in 
neighborhoods and suburbs of 
Jerusalem and greater Tel Aviv.”
The facts: Nearly all of these com-
munities were built in the face of 
overwhelming international op-
position and are considered illegal 
settlements by the world, includ-
ing the U.S. There are 300,000 Is-
raelis living in the West Bank and 
200,000 in east Jerusalem, making 
a total of 500,000.

Netanyahu: “The Palestinian 
economy is booming. It’s grow-
ing by more than 10 percent a 
year.”
The facts: The West Bank econ-
omy is indeed growing rapidly. 
But the World Bank has noted 

that the growth comes after years 
of contraction during fighting 
with Israel and has been fueled 
by huge amounts of foreign aid. 
It warns the growth is unsustain-
able unless Israel does more to 
encourage the Palestinian pri-
vate sector.

Netanyahu: “Israel will not ne-
gotiate with a Palestinian gov-
ernment backed by the Palestin-
ian version of al-Qaida.”
The facts: While Hamas and al-
Qaida have killed hundreds of 
people in religious holy wars, 
they have no connection, and 
Hamas has in fact come under 
criticism from the global terrorist 
network for being too moderate. 
Al-Qaida preaches global jihad. 
Hamas says its struggle is solely 
against Israel, not the West at 
large. In its Gaza Strip strong-
hold, Hamas has violently 
clashed with smaller armed 
groups that claim inspiration 
from al-Qaida.

Palestinian claims ignored in Congress address as Israeli leader sticks to nationalist narrative

Netanyahu offers the rightwing take

ANALYSIS
Aron Heller
Jerusalem
AP

During a swing through Washing-
ton this week, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu repeat-
edly said his country’s pre-1967 
lines are “indefensible.”

A total withdrawal from the 
West Bank, a strategic highland 
looming over central Israel, would 
certainly leave the Israeli heart-
land more vulnerable to attack or 
invasion. But some experts say 
that long-range missiles, weapons 
of mass destruction and cyber-
warfare mean that in the modern 
world the greater risks lie else-
where — especially if a future Pal-
estine is demilitarized.

The border issue is now at the 
heart of the latest tensions in 
Mideast peace efforts. Seeking to 
break an eight-month deadlock, 
President Barack Obama last 
week proposed that Israel com-
mit to establishing a Palestinian 
state based on its frontiers before 
the 1967 Middle East war, when it 
captured the West Bank, east Je-
rusalem and the Gaza Strip. The 
Palestinians claim all three areas 
for their state.

Israel withdrew unilaterally 
from Gaza in 2005. But Netanya-
hu says a similar pullout from the 
other areas, even as part of a ne-
gotiated peace deal, would jeop-
ardize his country’s security on a 
different scale.

A return to those lines would 
leave Israel with a waistline just 
15 km wide at its narrowest point, 
Jerusalem surrounded on three 
sides by Palestinian land and the 
country’s main international air-
port just a few kilometers from 
the border. If hostilities break out, 
Israel’s largest cities could be vul-
nerable to rocket fire and other 
attacks.

Yet experts note that Israel 
waged the 1967 war — the most 
decisive military victory in its his-
tory — from these same lines. 
And today, its overwhelming mil-
itary superiority leaves it in a 
strong position to defend itself 
against any external threat.

“Geography only plays a limit-
ed role in war. What you really 

don’t want is people who hate you 
on the other side,” said Martin Van 
Creveld, a military historian at He-
brew University in Jerusalem.

He said Netanyahu’s insistence 
that Israel maintain control of the 
Jordan Valley, a strategic area 
along the West Bank’s eastern 
border with Jordan, would be bet-
ter for Israeli security but is not 
“entirely necessary.”

Even Obama doesn’t expect a 
pullback to the exact 1967 lines. 
In a pair of speeches, he said a 
peace treaty should be “based on 
the 1967 lines with mutually 
agreed swaps.”

The Palestinians have accepted 
this position. But they envision 
only tiny modifications to the for-
mer lines, and expect an equal 

amount of territory inside what is 
now Israel in return. Netanyahu 
has indicated this is unacceptable.

Still, two previous Israeli prime 
ministers — Ehud Barak and 
Ehud Olmert — offered the Pales-
tinians peace treaties that would 
have included an Israeli with-
drawal close to the 1967 border. A 
third, Ariel Sharon, considered the 
line “a reference point,” according 
to his top aide, Dov Weisglass.

Israeli lawmaker Isaac Ben-Is-
rael, a former Israeli Air Force 
general, said the matter is there-
fore less about military consider-
ations alone and more about 
policy and neighborly relations.

He noted that Holland and 
Belgium have “indefensible bor-
ders” and in the past have been 
susceptible to invasion. “But that 
doesn’t matter now because they 
have no external enemy,” he said.

He said the prime minister’s 
approach to the borders conveys 
a pessimistic outlook that peace 
will not necessarily translate into 
a cessation of hostilities.

The public seems to agree with 
Netanyahu. According to a survey 
published Wednesday, 61 percent 

of Israelis oppose the formula of 
1967 borders with land swaps as 
a basis for an agreement with the 
Palestinians, while only 27 per-
cent favor it. The Geocartograph-
ia Institute’s poll surveyed 500 
Jewish Israelis and had a margin 
of error of 4 percentage points.

Giora Eiland, another retired 
general, says that Israel’s security 
doctrine has never assumed that 
peace would bring quiet and that 
under these circumstances con-
trolling land does matter.

While longer-range missiles 
can already reach all of Israel, he 
said a West Bank withdrawal 
could put the country’s heartland 
— Jerusalem, the airport and the 
Tel Aviv region — in range of the 
short-range rockets and mortars 
that have made life miserable for 
those near Gaza.

He added that a demilitarized 
state, which the Palestinians say 
they would accept, would pre-
clude the threat of tanks, artillery 
and fighter jets, but not be able to 
prevent smuggling of shoulder-
mounted, antitank missiles. 
Hamas militants have brought 
these weapons into Gaza and 
used them against Israeli targets.

“You can’t inspect these types 
of weapons and there is no effec-
tive way to stop them,” said Ei-
land, a former Israeli national se-
curity adviser. 

“The bottom line is, these are 
very uncomfortable lines for us,” 
he said.

Eiland, who stepped down as 
security adviser in 2006, said that 
in internal discussions at the 
time, Israeli officials spoke of 12 
percent of the West Bank as the 
minimum Israel would have to 
hold to secure its most basic se-
curity needs. During peace talks 
in 2008, Olmert proposed keeping 
about 6 percent, while the Pales-
tinians proposed giving Israel just 
1.9 percent.

Van Creveld, the military ex-
pert, countered that some of the 
settlement enclaves Israel wants 
to keep would actually make Is-
rael’s borders more indefensible.

“That West Bank would look 
like Swiss cheese and you can’t 
defend Swiss cheese,” he said. 
“The situation as it existed before 
’67 shows that Israel can perfectly 
defend itself.”

Israel’s border focus 
ignores modern risks

Entrenched divide: A Palestinian waits to cross into Egypt through the Rafah crossing in the southern Gaza Strip on Thursday. AP

‘Geography only plays a 
limited role in war. 
What you really don’t 
want is people who hate 
you on the other side.’
MILITARY HISTORIAN 
MARTIN VAN CREVELD
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