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Mladic arrest

Ethiopia national day

Markos Tekle Rike
AMBASSADOR OF ETHIOPIA

It is my profound privilege on the 
20th anniversary of our National 
Day to express 
my heartfelt, 
warm, respect-
ful greetings 
and best wishes 
to Their Impe-
rial Majesties 
Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress 
Michiko, members of Imperial 
Family, and the friendly govern-
ment and people of Japan.

My warm greetings also to my 
compatriots in Japan and my 
sincere advice to them to uphold 
the Ethiopian core values of re-
spect, religiousness and disci-
pline, and always abide by our 
host country’s rules and values. 

As the triple disasters unfold-
ed, the government and people 
of Ethiopia have conveyed their 
deepest condolences to the 
friendly government and people 
of Japan, and shown our sympa-
thy for the victims by bringing 
all three major religions in the 
country together to pray and ex-
press their best wishes for the 
victims of the disaster. I would 

like to mention with profound 
admiration the commitment 
and resilience of the government 
and people of Japan in manag-
ing the crisis in an extraordinary 
manner. It is also my best wish 
for the Japanese people, as their 
remarkable history attests, to 
overcome the disaster and re-
build the damaged areas and 
reintegrate the displaced in the 
shortest possible time.

Since the establishment of 
our first diplomatic relations in 
1933, Ethiopia and Japan have 
maintained cordial relations 
that have been both bilateral at 
the government level and peo-
ple-to-people. Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi’s visit to Japan in 
2008 for the Group of Eight (G-8) 
and TICAD IV (Tokyo Interna-
tional Conference on African 
Development) meetings and the 
sideline bilateral talks are 
among the recent high-level of-
ficial visits that strengthened 
the two countries’ bilateral co-
operation. This year, the visit of 
Foreign Minister Takeaki Mat-
sumoto, the then state secretary 
for foreign affairs, to Addis Aba-
ba opened wider forums for fur-
ther cooperation, which was 
followed by the successful visit 

by the Keizai Doyukai (Japan 
Association of Corporate Execu-
tives) Africa Committee delega-
tion for more economic ties. 

The Ethiopian Association of 
Japan, Ex-JOCV (Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteers) mem-
bers, the Mocha Dance group, 
the Nilo-Ethiopian Association 
and numerous friends of Ethio-
pia have been instrumental in 
promoting people-to-people re-
lations between the two coun-
tries and promoting Ethiopia’s 
image in Japan. This year marks 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Ethiopian Association of Japan, 
which signifies the deep-rooted 
people-to-people friendship be-
tween our two countries. 

Sound development policies 
and the attractive business en-
vironment in Ethiopia are cur-
rently being appraised by the 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD). Ethiopia’s economic 
growth is expected to become 
the third-fastest rate in the 
world in the next few years. It is 
due to this fact that Ethiopia has 
been selected to host the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) on Af-
rica next year. Dramatic prog-
ress in economic development 
and the aforementioned busi-
ness environment is attracting a 
large number of foreign inves-
tors from around the globe. I 
would like to call upon the busi-
ness community in Japan to 
come and explore the vast op-
portunities available for them in 
the country in the areas of 
trade, investment and tourism. 

Climate change has become 
the greatest challenge in which 
African countries are more prone 
to its adverse consequences. 
Ethiopia plays a key role in 
adopting common positions for 
Africa in international climate 
change negotiations. We ac-
knowledge the Japanese commit-
ment to mitigating issues related 
to climate change and Japan’s 
willingness to accommodate Af-
rican voices in international cli-

mate change negotiations. 
Currently, we are witnessing 

the impact of Japanese support 
in our priority areas to alleviate 
poverty and enhance productiv-
ity. Today, practical achieve-
ments in small and medium-
size industries through the ap-
plication of the kaizen system of 
industrial quality improvement, 
which was established with the 
support of Japan, attracts the 
interest of many industries to 
adopt such a system. The contri-
bution of the Japan Internation-
al Cooperation Agency’s (JICA) 
practical engagement in various 
development activities by dis-
patching its volunteers resulted 
in the improvement of liveli-
hoods at the grassroots level. 

Ethiopia has become one of 
the few developing nations that 
are on track to achieve the 
U.N.’s 2015 Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs). Ethio-
pia’s remarkable achievement 
in the health and education 
sector in the last seven years 
shows its commitment to accel-
erating socioeconomic develop-
ment. In this connection, Japa-
nese commitment to host the 
MDG ministerial-level followup 
meeting, which will be held on 
June 1 and 2 in Tokyo, indicates 
Japan’s support for the success 
in achieving the MDGs.

Ethiopia has benefited from 
the TICAD process, the mutual 
cooperation between Africa and 
Japan. The inclusion of trade 
and investment in the TICAD IV 
process is highly welcome for its 
role in Africa’s development.

May 28 marks the demise of 
the Ethiopia’s former dictatorial 
military regime and the dawn of 
democratic governance and 
overall development. It’s after 
this event that Ethiopians have 
adopted the democratic consti-
tution that recognizes and pro-
tects the true identity, history 
and culture of all nations, na-
tionalities and peoples of Ethio-
pia based on equality and jus-
tice, and genuinely promotes the 

beauty of the nation based on 
the notion of unity in diversity. 
This year’s National Day cele-
bration is in the period after our 
country has registered remark-
able success in its last five-year 
Plan for Accelerated and Sus-
tained Development to End Pov-
erty (PASDEP) and has launched 
another five-year Growth and 
Transformation Plan (GTP). The 
GTP has been prepared on the 
basis of the experiences gained 
from PASDEP with clear objec-
tives and targets through wide 
public participation.

The GTP focuses on achieving 
greater success in economic and 
social sector development, and 
capacity building and good gov-
ernance. It is also designed to 
address crosscutting issues like 
gender, population, environ-
ment and climate change, sci-
ence and technology develop-
ment, etc. Implementation of the 

GTP requires huge resources 
and commitments. To this ef-
fect, emphasis is given to ensure 
effective public participation in 
the implementation and moni-
toring of the plan, the efficient 
and effective utilization of all 
available capacities of the pub-
lic, the government and the pri-
vate sector, as well as coopera-
tion with development partners.

Harnessing more reliable and 
clean energy is one of the GTP 
targets. The launching of the 
Renaissance Dam on the Nile 
River, which will generate 5,250 
megawatts, will play a key role 
in transforming the Ethiopian 
industrialization process. Ethio-
pia also welcomes all kinds of 
cooperation that enhance fair 
and equitable utilization of 
trans-boundary waters to im-
prove the livelihoods of the 
people around those areas, in-
cluding the Nile.

Nation on track for faster growth, development

Hydroelectric: Ethiopia’s Renaissance Dam, seen in a rendering, 
will be capable of generating 5,250 megawatts of power and is 
under construction on the Nile River. EMBASSY OF ETHIOPIA

Close ties: Prime Minister Meles Zenawi (front row, right) meets 
the Keizai Doyukai (Japan Association of Corporate Executives) 
Africa Committee delegation during the group’s visit to Ethiopia 
in March 2011. EMBASSY OF ETHIOPIA
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Gen. Ratko Mladic’s ruthless-
ness was legendary: “Burn their 
brains!” he once bellowed as 
his men pounded Sarajevo with 
artillery fire.

So was his arrogance: He 
nicknamed himself “God,” and 
kept goats that he was said to 
have named after Western 
leaders he despised.

Mladic, the wartime Bosnian 
Serb military chief wanted for 
genocide for Europe’s worst 
massacre of civilians since 
World War II, was the United 
Nations’ International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugo-
slavia’s No. 1 cofugitive together 
with his partner in crime, Ra-
dovan Karadzic.

Mladic, 69, had eluded cap-
ture since he was indicted by 
the tribunal in 1995. But his 
days as a fugitive were num-
bered after Serbian security 
forces captured Karadzic on 
July 21, 2008, in Belgrade. On 
Thursday, Serbian President 
Boris Tadic announced that 
Mladic is in custody.

Known for personally lead-
ing his troops in the 1995 Serb 
onslaught against the U.N.-pro-
tected enclave of Srebrenica — 
where thousands of Muslim 
men and boys were killed — 
Mladic was indicted for geno-
cide against the Bosnian town’s 
population.

Just hours before the massa-
cre, Mladic handed out candy 
to Muslim children rounded up 
at the town’s square and as-
sured them that all would be 
fine — even patting one child 
on the head. 

That sinister image is forever 
imprinted in the minds of Sre-
brenica survivors.

Born March 12, 1942, in the 
southeastern Bosnian village of 
Bozinovci, Mladic graduated 
from Belgrade’s prestigious 
military academy and joined 
the Yugoslav Communist Party 
in 1965. Embarking on an 
army career when Yugoslavia 
was a six-state federation, 

Mladic rose steadily through 
the military ranks, making 
general before the country’s 
breakup in 1991.

At the start of the Balkan 
bloodbath, he was in Croatia 
leading Yugoslav troops in 
Knin and was believed to have 
played a crucial role in the 
army bombardment of the 
coastal city of Zadar. A year 
later, he assumed command of 
the Yugoslav Army’s 2nd Mili-
tary District, which effectively 
became the Bosnian Serb army.

Appointed in 1992 by 
Karadzic, Mladic led the Bos-
nian Serb army until the Day-
ton Accords brought peace to 
Bosnia in 1995.

Among his men, Mladic 
commanded fierce devotion — 
many Bosnian Serb soldiers 
pledged to follow him to the 

death — and adoration border-
ing on the pathological.

As military leaderships go, 
his was omnipresent, from 
frontline trenches to chess 
games on high-altitude out-
looks. He was known for order-
ing pushups as a prelude to 
battle, and he enjoyed review-
ing pompous military parades 
and rubbing shoulders with 
U.N. commanders in Bosnia.

Obsessed with his nation’s 
history, Mladic saw Bosnia’s 
war — which killed more than 
100,000 people and displaced 
another 1.8 million — as a 
chance for revenge against 500 
years of Turkish-Ottoman oc-
cupation of Serbia. He viewed 
Bosnian Muslims as Turks and 
called them that as an insult.

Convinced of the power of 
his army, he was known for 
telling his soldiers: “When I 
give you guarantees, it’s as if 
they are given by God.”

Once, asking air traffic con-
trol to clear the way for his he-
licopter to land, he declared: 
“Here speaks Ratko Mladic — 
the Serbian god.”

Sarajevans never forgot his 
commands to the Serb gunmen 
pounding the Bosnian capital 
in early 1992. Mladic issued his 
orders through a military radio 
system, not bothering to 
scramble his words, which 
would be picked up, taped and 
broadcast on television the next 
day.

“Burn their brains!” he or-
dered as his gunners trained 
their artillery on one suburb.

Mladic’s short temper only 
added to his popularity among 
Bosnian Serbs, who appeared 
to like him all the more when 
the general reportedly fell out 
with Karadzic in 1994.

With Karadzic, Mladic 
shares a tribunal indictment 
for genocide linked to the Sre-
brenica massacre, as well as 
numerous counts of crimes 
against humanity. The allega-
tions include the taking of 
peacekeepers as hostages, the 
destruction of sacred places, 
the torture of captured civil-
ians and the wanton destruc-
tion of private property.

During the shelling of Sara-
jevo, Mladic was said to have 
commanded: “Scorch and de-
stroy!” He denied ever giving 
such an order.

The U.S. government offered 
$5 million for information lead-
ing to Mladic’s arrest or convic-
tion in any country.

Mladic was dismissed from 
his post in December 1996 by 
Biljana Plavsic, then president 
of the Bosnian Serb Republic. 
In 2003, Plavsic was sentenced 
to 11 years in prison in her own 
war crimes trial on a reduced 
charge of persecution.

In firing Mladic and his en-
tire general staff, Plavsic cited 
their indictments for war 
crimes. But her main aim was 
to sever links with the late Ser-
bian strongman Slobodan Mi-
losevic, with whom Mladic was 
close.

During the war, Milosevic — 

who died in 2006 while on trial 
in The Hague for genocide and 
crimes against humanity — 
was revered as the Bosnian 
Serbs’ chief patron. But he later 
abandoned them when he 
signed the Dayton agreement, 
a deal intensely disliked by 
both Karadzic and Mladic.

Evading arrest, Mladic be-
gan his fugitive years in Han 
Pijesak, a military compound 
in eastern Bosnia built for for-
mer Yugoslav communist lead-
er Josip Broz Tito and designed 
to withstand a nuclear attack.

With his wife, Bosa, Mladic 
settled down to imposed do-
mesticity, passing the time car-
ing for bees and goats. His 23 
goats reputedly bore the names 
of foreign dignitaries he de-
spised, such as Madeleine Al-
bright, the former U.S. secre-
tary of state.

Surrounded by security 
guards, he occasionally ven-
tured out of the dense pine for-
est to mark events such as the 
anniversary of the Bosnian 
Serb army and St. Vitus Day, a 
religious festival marking the 
1389 Serb defeat by the Turks at 
Kosovo.

When in the late 1990s his 
trail grew too hot in Bosnia, 
Mladic moved with family into 
a posh suburban villa in the 
Yugoslav capital, Belgrade.

In Belgrade, he was seen at-
tending his son’s wedding. He 
showed up at soccer games, 
dined in plush restaurants and 
frequented elite cafes, refusing 
to give interviews and smiling 
quizzically when he happened 
to be photographed.

When Milosevic was ousted 
from power in October 2000, 
and Yugoslavia’s new prodemo-
cracy authorities signaled they 
might hand Mladic over to the 
tribunal, tabloids had him leav-
ing Belgrade for Bosnia.

But true to his style, Mladic 
countered those rumors and 
others that had him terminally 
ill in Belgrade. Before going un-
derground in 2002, he was re-
peatedly seen in public — 
sometimes with his guards, 
sometimes without them.

Ratko Mladic: genocide suspect, general, goatherd, ‘God’

Convinced of the power 
of his army, he was 
known for telling his 
soldiers: ‘When I give 
you guarantees, it’s as if 
they are given by God.’

New York AP 
• 1942: Born in 
southeastern Bosnian 
village of Bozinovci.
• 1945: His father, a World 
War II guerrilla fighter, is 
killed, allegedly by Croat 
pro-Nazi forces.
• 1961: Starts military 
education.
• 1992: Having risen 
through the ranks to 
become a general, he takes 
command of the newly 
formed Serb army in 
Bosnia. Launches siege of 
Sarajevo; moves to take 
control of large swath of 
Bosnia where Serbs 
established their self-styled 
rebel republic.
• 1994: Splits from Bosnian 
Serb political leader 
Radovan Karadzic.
• 1995: Launches operation 
to capture U.N.-protected 
enclave of Srebrenica; 
allegedly orders massacre 
of about 8,000 Muslim 
boys and men in Europe’s 
largest massacre of 
civilians since World War II. 
Indicted by U.N. war 
crimes tribunal in The 
Hague for genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity.
• 1997: Replaced as 
commander of Bosnian 
Serb army. Assumes low 
profile but is often seen in 
Belgrade and elsewhere in 
Serbia, where he enjoyed 
protection from the military 
and the government of 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic.
• 2002: Goes into hiding 
after Milosevic is ousted. 
Serbia’s new pro-Western 
authorities revoke his 
military escort. 
• May 26, 2011: Mladic is 
arrested in Serbia.

The life and 
alleged crimes 
of Serb general

Caught: Gen. Ratko Mladic, leader of the Bosnian Serb army, is seen in February 1994. AFP-JIJI
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