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Mozambique national day / world

Belmiro José Malate
AMBASSADOR OF MOZAMBIQUE

As Mozambicans celebrate the 
36th anniversary of indepen-
dence, I would like to convey 

my best wishes 
to Their Impe-
rial Majesties 
the Emperor 
Akihito and 
E m p r e s s 
Michiko, the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
and the people 

of Japan during this very diffi-
cult period after the Great East 
Japan Earthquake of March 11. 
We share the sadness and sor-
row with all those who suffered 
directly from the tragedy. 

In fact, when the catastrophe 
struck Japan on March 11, the 
President of the Republic of Mo-
zambique Armando Emílio 
Guebuza immediately wrote to 
Prime Minister Naoto Kan con-
veying his deepest condolences 
to the government of Japan and 
those families who lost their be-
loved ones and he also wished a 
quick recovery to those who 
were devastated by the tragedy. 
This gesture is the result of the 
profound respect and admira-
tion that we have for the Japa-
nese people.

We have been impressed by 
the resilience and the spirit of 
mutual assistance shown by the 
Japanese people in the face of 
this catastrophe. I firmly believe 
that the Japanese people will 
prevail and overcome the con-
sequences of this natural disas-
ter. Recently, I visited the To-
hoku area and witnessed the 

great efforts that are being made 
by the people in order to rebuild 
their lives and I am honored for 
the fact that I could take an ac-
tive part in the process of re-
building this area.

For the Mozambican com-
munity residing in Japan, I 
would like to extend my warm-
est greetings and best wishes for 
a commemorative celebration. 

Economic growth
The economy of Mozambique 
registered an average growth of 
6.5 percent despite the difficult 
international environment, 
which was characterized by 
economic recession and the 
surge in the price of commodi-
ties including food items. The 
continuous growth of the coun-
try is attributed to the good 
macroeconomic policies adopt-
ed by the government, good 
performance of key sectors of 

the economy and the decision of 
the government to invest heav-
ily in infrastructure. 

All these are indications of 
positive developments made by 
the government and the people 
of Mozambique in their efforts 
to eradicate poverty and im-
prove the standards of living of 
Mozambicans. This trend of de-
velopment is coupled by the 
consolidation of national unity, 
peace, democracy and good 
governance. With the continu-
ous support of our development 
partners, including the valuable 
contribution of Japan, we will be 
able to overcome the challenges 
and continue with our progress.

Mining: a promising sector
Up to now the mining sector 
represented only 5 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP). 
This situation is dramatically 
changing and it is hoped that in 
the next five years the sector 
will represent 12 percent of 
GDP. This is attributed to the 
increase of investments in the 
mining sector, particularly coal 
and natural gas.

With the confirmation of the 
existence of considerable re-
serves of high-quality cooking 
coal in Moatize, Tete Province, 
and the investments so far 
made in the sector, the exports 
of coal will grow from 500,000 
tons a year to 10 million tons a 
year in the near future. Judging 
from the number of new players 
in the field who are developing 
projects in the area, the produc-
tion of coal will further increase 
to respond to the high demand 
of this commodity in the inter-
national markets, in particular 
in the emerging economies of 

China, India and Brazil. Vale do 
Rio Doce, a company owning 
one of the coal exploration li-
censes, is planning to use the 
low-quality coal to produce die-
sel, an important development 
to help Mozambique reduce the 
heavy burden of importing pe-
troleum products.

The discovery of large re-
serves of natural gas, initially 
estimated at 481 billion cu. me-
ters in the Rovuma basin, by 
Anadarko Petroleum, a Texas-
based company, adding to the 
already existing reserves in 
Pande and Temane, has put Mo-
zambique on the map of pro-
ducers of energy resources. The 
company is planning to build a 
natural gas factory by 2018 and 
that will make Mozambique one 
of the global suppliers of lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG). At the 
same time, the discoveries have 
encouraged many global and lo-
cal players in the field to invest 
more into the prospecting of 
natural gas and oil. These pros-
pects are indeed welcome since 
they will contribute significant-
ly to generate resources that are 
needed to eradicate poverty in 
the country. 

On the other side it opens 
new avenues for business inter-
action between Mozambique 
and Japan. In fact, many Japa-
nese companies, like Nippon 
Steel Corp. and Mitsui & Co., 
are already investing in some 
mining projects. Also, Mozam-
bique may become one of the 
suppliers of LPG to Japan.

The development of the min-
ing sector in Mozambique in-
cludes other strategic resources, 
like the development of rare 
earths, rare metals, gold, iron 

ore and many others. These 
again open opportunities for 
Japanese companies to invest in 
Mozambique.

Cooperation with Japan
Mozambique and Japan have 
been enjoying very good rela-
tions of friendship and coopera-
tion over a long period of time. 
The two countries have been 
partners since 1977, when diplo-
matic relations between the two 
countries were established. 
Since then Japan has provided 
multifaceted official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) to Mo-
zambique and has contributed 
to the development of social and 
economic infrastructure in ar-
eas like education, health, roads 
and water. 

Japan is also a very important 
partner in the efforts of Mozam-
bique to attain food security. In 
this context three important 
projects are currently under 
implementation. The first one is 
being implemented in the Chok-
we District, Gaza Province, un-
der the Coalition for African 
Rice Development (CARD) ini-
tiative with the aim to improve 
productivity in rice production. 
The other, also with the objec-
tive to increase the production 
and productivity of rice, is going 
to be implemented in Nante, 
Zambezia Province, in a trian-
gular cooperation model involv-
ing Mozambique, Japan and 
Vietnam. The third one, a trian-
gular project as well, is being 
developed along the Nacala Cor-
ridor in the northern part of Mo-
zambique in a partnership 
among Mozambique, Japan and 
Brazil. This is a very important 
program because it will signifi-
cantly increase the production 
of food crops in that region first, 
for domestic consumption, help-
ing in that manner to mitigate 
the current surge of food prices 
in the international market.

The exchange of high-level 
delegations has been a very im-
portant mechanism to promote 
dialogue and to foster the co-
operation that we have built 
under the umbrella of TICAD 
IV. It was within this context 
that, during the first quarter of 
this year, the Minister of Ener-
gy of Mozambique Salvador 
Namburete visited Japan at the 
invitation of the Japan Eco-
nomic Foundation. In addition, 
high- level delegations from the 
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) also paid 
visits to Mozambique during 
the same period.

During the visit of the Minis-
ter of Energy Namburete to To-
kyo, important projects and 
programs were presented in the 
energy field. Furthermore, the 
commitment of the government 
of Mozambique to the develop-
ment of new sources of energy 
— biofuels, photovoltaic solar 
energy systems, wind and oth-
ers — to complement the tradi-
tional resources, such as gas 
and oil, were presented and dis-
cussed. One of the major proj-
ects outlined by the minister, 

and valued at $2 billion, is the 
envisaged construction of the 
electricity transmission line 
from Tete to Maputo, known as 
the north-south backbone. This 
major project is expected to be 
formally launched in August 
this year and provides an op-
portunity for public and private 
partnership in its development.

We are greatly encouraged by 
the fact that cooperation be-
tween the countries in the busi-
ness sector is also gaining mo-
mentum. Currently, Japanese 
corporations, namely Hitachi, 
Mitsubishi, Mitsui and Sojitz, are 
investing in different projects in 
the country as compared to only 
one company in the recent past. 
This is a good testimony to the 
improvement of the environ-
ment to do business in Mozam-
bique and an example of success 
of the introduction of the eco-
nomic pillar in the TICAD IV 
process, designed to boost eco-
nomic growth in Africa.

2011 All Africa Games
This year we are hosting the 
10th All Africa Games in Ma-
puto, from Sept. 3 to 18. This is a 
major continental event that 
will feature 23 sports. The 
games are expected to be at-
tended by 5,000 athletes and of-
ficials from all African nations. 
The conditions have already 
been set to receive the athletes 
and tourists that will travel to 
Mozambique during that peri-
od. We are honored to host this 
special event and we will make 
sure that each and every visitor 
will have a memorable experi-
ence during this period. It is our 
hope that Japanese who follow 
African sports will seize this op-
portunity to visit Mozambique 
to join this fiesta of African 
youth and visit the tourist at-
tractions that Mozambique of-
fers.

To conclude my message, I 
would like to express my pro-
found gratitude to The Japan 
Times for granting me this valu-
able opportunity to address and 
greet its esteemed readers on 
this special occasion.

Growing sectors seek Japanese investment

Strengthening ties: Minister of Energy of Mozambique Salvador Namburete (center) speaks at a 
Japan Economic Foundation round-table discussion on Feb. 16 in Tokyo. EMBASSY OF MOZAMBIQUE

Official logo: The 10th All 
Africa Games is scheduled to 
take place in Mozambique’s 
capital Maputo from Sept. 3 
to 18. EMBASSY OF MOZAMBIQUE

Resource provider: An 865-km-long gas pipeline from Temane 
and Pande fields (above) supplies gas from Mozambique to 
South Africa. EMBASSY OF MOZAMBIQUE

Capital: Known as the Pearl of the Indian Ocean, Maputo is the 
largest city in Mozambique, with the economy centered around 
the port. EMBASSY OF MOZAMBIQUE

Two charged in Seattle attack plot
Washington AFP-JIJI
Two U.S. men were charged Thursday with plotting to attack a 
Seattle military center with machine guns and grenades in the 
hopes of killing more people than a single gunman achieved in the 
deadly 2009 attack at Fort Hood, Texas.

Their aim was to inspire other Muslims to carry out similar 
attacks and one was allegedly caught on tape saying “Imagine how 
fearful America will be, and they’ll know they can’t push the 
Muslims around.”

The men, who are reportedly converts to Islam, planned to use 
machine guns and grenades in order to kill as many people as 
possible in a military processing center that also houses a day care 
facility. They were caught because a person the men recruited to 
join them contacted police to report the plot and agreed to help 
with an FBI sting.

The charges were announced just hours after a U.S. Marine 
reservist arrested near the Pentagon with an explosives component 
was charged in five late-night shootings at military installations that 
caused $100,000 in damage.

Rebels may let Gadhafi stay in Libya
Paris AFP-JIJI
Libya’s rebel movement is in indirect contact with members of 
Moammar Gadhafi’s regime and may be prepared to allow him to stay 
on in his homeland in a remote location, a spokesman said Thursday.

But Mahmud Shammam, a spokesman for the National 
Transitional Council, told the French daily Le Figaro the strongman 
and his family must agree to leave power and not take part in any 
postrevolutionary government.

“Yes, contacts are under way by way of intermediaries but these 
negotiations are never direct. They sometimes take place in South 
Africa, sometimes in Paris, where Gadhafi recently sent an envoy to 
talk to us,” he said.

“Our conditions remain the same. It is totally excluded that 
Gadhafi or members of his family take part in a future government. 
We are discussing with them the mechanism for Gadhafi’s 
departure,” he said.

Palestinians bend on settlements
Ramallah West Bank AP
The Palestinians are ready to ease their demand for a freeze on 
Israeli settlement construction to get peace talks back on track, a 
top official said Thursday.

The softened position reflects the Palestinians’ growing 
realization that their alternative strategies to talks — reconciling 
with the Hamas militant group and seeking unilateral recognition 
at the United Nations — are both in trouble.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he 
was discussing a sensitive diplomatic proposal, said the Palestinians 
will ease the demand for a full construction freeze and resume 
peace talks if Israel accepts U.S. President Barack Obama’s proposal 
to base negotiations on a broad Israeli withdrawal from lands 
captured in the 1967 Mideast War.

The Palestinians have been demanding a full freeze on all 
construction — which will go further than that slowdown — before 
resuming negotiations. Any move to drop or significantly ease that 
demand could put greater pressure on Israel to respond positively 
— perhaps by accepting Obama’s formula, which it has not done.

Baghdad bomb attacks kill over 40
Baghdad AP
Four bombs ripped through Shiite neighborhoods in Baghdad on 
Thursday evening, killing at least 40 people in the worst violence 
the capital has seen in months, Iraqi officials said. An American 
civilian aid specialist working to improve education in Iraq was 
killed in a separate attack.

The violence underscored the fragile nature of the security gains 
in Iraq at a time when American forces are preparing to withdraw 
by the end of this year and the challenges facing the State 
Department personnel and American contractors who will 
continue on after the U.S. military is gone.

The first three bombs went off in quick succession in a 
southwestern Baghdad neighborhood shortly after 7 p.m. One 
targeted a Shiite mosque, another exploded just outside a popular 
market, while the third went off inside the market where people 
were doing their evening shopping ahead of the Muslim weekend, 
Iraqi police officials said.

Wade backs down after Dakar rallies
Dakar AP
Amid massive street protests that marked the biggest challenge to 
Senegal President Abdoulaye Wade’s 11-year rule and threatened to 
derail a country known as one of the most stable in the region, the 
West African leader agreed Thursday to cancel a proposed change 
to the constitution which would have paved the way for his son to 
take power.

Anger boiled over Thursday morning as thousands of protesters 
attempted to rush the gates of Parliament, where lawmakers were 
meeting to debate the law.

 The controversial amendment would have created the post of vice 
president, a departure from Senegal’s European-style government, 
which has a president and a prime minister. The opposition charged 
that the position was being created so that Wade could nominate his 
unpopular son. 

Reggae’s Banton jailed over drug deal
Tampa Florida AP
A federal judge sentenced Grammy-winning reggae singer Buju 
Banton to 10 years in prison Thursday, the lowest sentence legally 
allowed for his role in a large cocaine trafficking deal in 2009.

The 38-year-old Jamaican recording artist got a break when U.S. 
District Judge James S. Moody threw out a gun conviction, which 
would have added another five years to the minimum sentence. 
Banton’s attorney, David Markus, said with time already served and 
good behavior, he could be out in six years.

Jamaican disc jockey Bunny Goodison said the husky-voiced 
singer, who has long been a top star in his homeland with his brash 
reggae-rap hybrid of dance hall music and a more traditional 
reggae sound, was “the best at what he did during the last 20 years.”

“The loss of Buju for 10 years will be a tremendous blow to the 
industry,” Goodison said in Jamaica’s capital, Kingston. “The quality 
of his music and the message of his songs, which often dealt with 
the essence of being black, was unparalleled during his time.”

Egypt court sentences Israeli spy
Cairo AP
A state security court Thursday sentenced an Egyptian businessman 
to 25 years in prison for spying for Israel, court officials said.

The sentencing of Tareq Hassan, who owns an export-import 
firm, followed last week’s arrest in Cairo of a dual Israeli-U.S. 
national for allegedly spying for Israel. Ilan Grapel was arrested on 
suspicion of sedition and inciting Egyptians to clash with the 
country’s military leadership.

Egyptian prosecutors said he was a Mossad agent. His family, 
however, maintains he was going to be spending the summer in 
Cairo as an intern at a legal aid group. Israel also denies the 
27-year-old Grapel is a spy.
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