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Slovenia national day

Tourist attractions: Slovenia offers a variety of natural settings from the Julian Alps and Karst Plateau, which has more than 10,000 
caves, to the Mediterranean Sea. The glacial Lake Bled (left) and massive Postojna Cave (right) are major travel destinations.  
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In the aftermath of the March 
11 earthquake and tsunami, 
many nations have been provid-
ing assistance in various ways. 
Slovenia is donating two small 
houses to the disaster-devastat-
ed cities of Minamisanriku and 
Higashimatsushima in Miyagi 
Prefecture.

“It is the second round of our 
donations,” said Slovenian Am-
bassador Helena Drnovsek 
Zorko in a recent interview with 
The Japan Times.

For the first round of assis-
tance, Slovenia offered €150,000  
through the European Union 
channel.

“These small houses will be 
for community use and symbols 
of our bilateral friendship,” said 
Drnovsek Zorko, who has visit-
ed the affected areas. The em-
bassy found the sites with the 
help of a Japanese volunteer 
whose husband is Slovenian.

“Slovenia is a small country. 
It’s not a donation on a big scale, 
but we tried to show somehow 
the support from our people,” 
the ambassador said.

According to Drnovsek 
Zorko, Slovenia is also prone to 
earthquakes, “so Japanese tech-
nologies, which are sensitive 
and aware of quakes and have a 
good protection system, are re-
ally welcome.”

Located in southeastern Eu-
rope, touching the Alps and bor-
dering the Mediterranean with 
a small portion of coastline 
along the Adriatic Sea, Slovenia 
covers an area of around 20,000 
sq. km and has a population of 
around 2 million.

This year marks the 20th an-
niversary of Slovenia’s indepen-
dence from Yugoslavia. Since 
1991, Slovenia has successfully 
walked the path from gaining 
international recognition to 
forming partnerships with the 
international community.

Slovenia became a member 
of the United Nations in 1992 
and joined the European Union 
and NATO in 2004. It became 
the 13th member of the euro 
zone in 2007, the first new coun-
try to join the currency bloc 
since its inception.

“Now we are quite active on 
the multilateral field. We are 
active in the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. Two years ago, we held 
the chairmanship of the Coun-
cil of Europe. Now we are com-
peting for a nonpermanent seat 
on the U.N. Security Council,” 
Drnovsek Zorko said.

Since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations in 1992, 
Slovenia and Japan have 
steadily developed bilateral 

friendship in various fields.
“We have very similar views 

with Japan on a lot of issues, not 
just in the political situations, 
but also in human security, envi-
ronmental and water policy and 
green diplomacy. We do have a 
lot in common with Japan and 
Japanese policy,” she said. 

As for trade between the two 
countries, exports from Slovenia 
to Japan were worth €16 million 
and imports from Japan were 
worth about €51 million in 2010. 
Trade is mainly in the tradition-

al sectors, such as chemicals 
and vehicles.

“But now the presence of 
Slovenian information technol-
ogy companies has become 
more recognized in Japan,” 
Drnovsek Zorko said. “We have 
some investments in Slovenia 
by Japanese companies, but 
there are many more opportu-
nities, like tourism, logistics, 
green energy, information and 
communications technology, 
and more.”

Besides economic relations, 

there are contacts between 
some cities. Slovenj Gradec in 
northern Slovenia and Myoko in 
Niigata Prefecture celebrate 10 
years as sister cities. There is 
also the connection through the 
knowledge and experience of 
mercury between the Slovenian 
city of Idrija and Minamata, Ku-
mamoto Prefecture, which gives 
its name to a mercury poisoning 
disease.

Idrija for centuries had the 
second-biggest mercury mine in 
Europe, which is now closed. 
Both cities have developed into 
environmentally friendly cities.

“You have to be aware of both 
sides of industrial or economic 
success. What is especially valu-

able for Slovenia and the rest of 
the world is that Minamata 
keeps alive these memories and 
stories about pollution. This is 
an important message,” said 
Drnovsek Zorko, who visited 
Minamata in May.

Tourism is an important part 
of the Slovenian economy and 
also an important link with Ja-
pan. There are a growing num-
ber of Japanese tourists travel-
ling to exciting places in Slove-
nia like Lake Bled — often 
named the Jewel of the Alps — 
Postojna Cave and Slovenia’s 
capital Ljubljana.

Wine growing and wine 
drinking have a long tradition in 
Slovenia. The world’s oldest vine 

is actually in Slovenia. Even the 
Slovenian national anthem is a 
toast to friendship and good re-
lations with neighbors.

Tourism demand has led to 

the establishment of numerous 
direct charter flights to Ljublja-
na airport every year and of the 
Slovenian Tourist Board office at 
the Slovenian Embassy in Tokyo.

A young nation comes of age

Amsterdam
AP

The boundaries of free speech in 
Europe widened Thursday after a 
Dutch court acquitted politician 
Geert Wilders of inciting hatred 
against Muslims when he com-
pared Islam with Naziism and 
called for a ban on the Quran.

Political analysts say the ruling 
will likely embolden Wilders and 
other rightwing populists across 
the continent to ramp up their 
anti-immigrant rhetoric, with re-
marks like Wilders’ call for a 
“head rag tax” now squarely 
within the boundaries of fair po-
litical debate.

The ruling did lay down a clear 
limit: Calls for violence remain 
out of bounds. Wilders, who has 
lived under constant police pro-
tection due to death threats since 
2004, has never called for vio-
lence or endorsed it.

Presiding Judge Marcel van 
Oosten said some of Wilders’ 
comments — such as saying for-
eign influences are “breeding” in 
the Netherlands and threatening 
to overrun Dutch culture — may 
be “crude and denigrating.” But 
he said they do not amount to 
inciting hatred and must be seen 
in a wider context of a fierce na-
tional debate over immigration 
policy and multiculturalism.

While the United States has 
enshrined the right to freedom of 
speech in its Constitution, many 
European states introduced hate-
speech laws in the wake of World 
War II, determined to prevent the 
scapegoating of minorities.

Van Oosten cited one of 
Wilders’ most incendiary state-
ments — “the core of the prob-
lem is the fascist Islam, the sick 
ideology of Allah and Moham-
med as laid down in the Islamic 
Mein Kampf: the Quran” — say-

ing that criticism of a religion 
and its followers is not illegal.

 Political science professor An-
dre Krouwel of Amsterdam’s Free 
University said Wilders might 
have been convicted a decade 
ago, but his ideas have since en-
tered the mainstream. Wilders’ 
Freedom political party is now 
the country’s third-largest in Par-
liament and it is propping up an 
all-conservative Dutch govern-
ment that agrees with much of 
his rightwing platform.

“(The verdict) will further the 
inward-looking and to some ex-
tent xenophobic atmosphere in 
the Netherlands,” predicted pro-
fessor Leo Lucassen, chair of the 
social history department at 
Leiden University.

The verdict comes a week af-
ter the government announced 
plans to end programs to help 
integrate immigrants into Dutch 
society, which “fuels this idea of 

immigrants who are basically an 
alien element to the Dutch peo-
ple,” Lucassen said.

The government also is mov-
ing to ban Muslim face-covering 
clothing and to further slash 
immigration.

Anti-Islam lawmaker is acquitted
Washington
AP

For the first time, minorities make 
up a majority of babies in the 
United States, part of a sweeping 
racial change and growing age 
divide between mostly white, 
older Americans and predomi-
nantly minority youths that could 
reshape government policies.

Preliminary census estimates 
also show the share of African-
American households headed by 
women — mostly single mothers 
— now exceeds African-Ameri-
can households with married 
couples, a sign of declining U.S. 
marriages overall but also con-
tinuing challenges for black 
youths without involved fathers.

The findings, based on the 
latest government data, offer a 
preview of final 2010 census re-
sults being released this sum-

mer that provide detailed break-
downs by age, race and house-
holder relationships, such as 
same-sex couples.

Demographers say the num-
bers provide the clearest confir-
mation yet of a changing social 
order, one in which racial and 
ethnic minorities will become the 
U.S. majority by midcentury.

At the moment, non-Hispanic 
whites make up just under half of 
all children 3 years old, which is 
the youngest age group shown in 
the Census Bureau’s October 2009 
survey, its most recent. In 1990, 
more than 60 percent of children 
in that age group were white.

William H. Frey, a demogra-
pher at the Brookings Institution 
who analyzed the data, said fig-
ures in the 2009 survey can some-
times be inexact compared with 
the 2010 census, which queries 
the entire nation. But he said 

when factoring in the 2010 data 
released so far, minorities out-
number whites among babies 
under age 2.

The preliminary figures are 
based on an analysis of the Cur-
rent Population Survey as well as 
the 2009 American Community 
Survey, which sampled 3 million 
U.S. households to determine that 
whites made up 51 percent of ba-
bies younger than 2. After taking 
into account a larger-than-ex-
pected jump in the minority child 
population in the 2010 census, 
the share of white babies falls be-
low 50 percent.

By contrast, whites make up 
the vast majority of older Ameri-
cans — 80 percent of seniors 65 
and older and roughly 73 percent 
of people ages 45 to 64.

“The recent emergence of this 
cultural generation gap in states 
with fast growth of young Hispan-

ics has spurred heated discus-
sions of immigration and the use 
of government services,” Frey 
said. “But the new census, which 
will show a minority majority of 
our youngest Americans, makes 
plain that our future labor force is 
absolutely dependent on our abil-
ity to integrate and educate a new 
diverse child population.”

Kenneth Johnson, a sociology 
professor and senior demogra-
pher at the University of New 
Hampshire, noted that much of 
the race change is being driven by 
increases in younger Hispanic 
women having more children 
than do white women, who have 
lower birth rates and as a group 
are moving beyond their prime 
childbearing years.

  Female-headed households 
make up a 19 percent share 
among Hispanics and 9 percent 
each for whites and Asians.

Majority of U.S. babies nonwhite

Kabul/Washington/Paris
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A special Afghan tribunal Thurs-
day overturned nearly 25 percent 
of last year’s legislative election 
results, alleging massive fraud 
and putting into question who 
will control the Parliament — 
one of the few checks on Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai.

Lawmakers on the Parliament 
floor shouted about the “illegal” 
special tribunal and threatened 
to hold demonstrations against 
what they see as a power grab 
by Karzai.

The panel appointed by Kar-
zai on Thursday threw out re-
sults for 62 races in the 249-seat 
legislative body. Special Court 
Judge Sidiqullah Haqiq said the 
panel will reconvene Saturday, 
meaning even more results 
could be overturned.

The packed courtroom in Ka-
bul gasped at times as the five-
judge panel detailed some of the 
fraud it said it had uncovered 
from the September 2010 elec-
tion — including one race in 
Kunduz Province in which the 
tribunal said it counted 20,000 
votes for someone marked as re-
ceiving zero.

“There was protest and even 
some killings in the provinces,” 
Haqiq said.

Election officials discarded 
1.3 million ballots from the poll 
— nearly a quarter of the total 
— and disqualified 19 winning 
candidates.

The Supreme Court set up 
the special tribunal in Decem-

ber after it received more than 
400 complaints and lawsuits 
over the poll, Haqiq said. Inter-
national advisers consider the 
recounts illegal, but the tribunal 
insists that it has the power to 
overturn results and even order 
entire provinces to revote.

During Thursday’s hearings, 
judges simply declared new 
winners for the races after offer-
ing their new tabulations. Haqiq 
said their recounting and inves-
tigations were monitored by dif-
ferent groups to ensure fairness.

“There were rumors that a list 
came from the palace” on who 
should win, the chief judge said. 

“I promise you no list came to 
me.”

While leaving the ethnic and 
gender makeup of the Parlia-
ment largely unchanged, the 
new batch of lawmakers likely 
will be welcomed by Karzai. The 
president developed an adver-
sarial relationship with the Par-
liament in recent months.

Earlier this month, members 
launched a protest against Kar-
zai for not naming more than a 
quarter of his Cabinet or three 
Supreme Court justices.

Inaugurated in late January, 
Afghanistan’s Parliament faces 

ongoing questions about who 
was rightfully elected, under-
mining the lawmakers’ authority 
as they try to pass laws and the 
budget.

It remains unclear what the 
next step is for the election win-
ners declared by the special tri-
bunal — or whether lawmakers 
already receiving government 
perks and bodyguards will cede 
their position. The tribunal’s an-
nouncements likely will face ei-
ther a legal or political challenge.

Meanwhile, in Washington 
on Thursday, U.S. military com-
manders told Congress President 
Barack Obama ignored military 
advice for a more modest draw-
down from Afghanistan, suggest-
ing his decision carries risks for 
the war effort.

Both Gen. David Petraeus and 
Adm. Mike Mullen, the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
Obama’s plan to withdraw 33,000 
surge troops by the end of next 
summer is more “aggressive” 
than they had recommended.

Asked by Sen. Carl Levin if 
he is prepared to resign over 
the war policy, Petraeus said: “I 
don’t think it’s the place for the 
commander to consider that 
kind of step unless you are in a 
very, very dire situation.”

 Hours after Obama said 
the U.S. plans to start bringing 
troops home from Afghanistan 
this summer, France announced 
it will pull its 4,000 troops out of 
the country on the same stag-
gered timetable as the U.S., help-
ing pave the way for drawdowns 
by other allies. 

Afghan tribunal voids 
quarter of poll results

Toronto 
AP

Canada released declassified 
documents Wednesday that it 
said cleared military officials of 
charges that they ignored evi-
dence Taliban prisoners handed 
over to Afghanistan’s intelligence 
service were being tortured.

The main opposition party, 
however, questioned the find-
ings, saying it had no faith in an 
ad-hoc committee of Parliament 
members who reviewed the 
documents and refused to take 
part in the process. The release 
of some 4,000 previously clas-
sified documents comes about 
two years after a senior Cana-
dian diplomat first alleged that 
government and military offi-
cials knew about the purported 
torture.

The issue sparked a debate in 
Parliament and prompted the 
creation of a special multiparty 
committee to examine docu-
ments related to the treatment 
of Afghan detainees.

“The allegations of improper 
conduct are unfounded and 
critics’ accusations of Canadian 
complicity with torture or even 
war crimes are simply not true,” 
Foreign Minister John Baird said.

The concerns were first raised 
in reports by Canada’s Globe and 
Mail newspaper and by Richard 
Colvin, who spent 18 months as 
the senior Canadian diplomat in 
Afghanistan in 2006 and 2007. 
He said that during that time 

Canadian officials knew detain-
ees faced a high risk of torture 
but continued to order military 
police to hand over detainees to 
Afghanistan’s National Director-
ate of Security. Colvin said he 
sent several reports on the issue 
to senior military and govern-
ment officials that were ignored.

Two former Supreme Court 
justices, a former British Colum-
bia judge and the ad-hoc com-
mittee of Parliament members 
combed through the massive 
file to determine what could be 
released without endangering 
national security. Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper’s Conserva-

tive government released only 
one-tenth of the 40,000 classi-
fied pages on the treatment of 
detainees in Afghanistan. Baird 
said the release brings the mat-
ter to a close.

The main opposition New 
Democrat Party argued that the 
review merely served to stifle 
debate over the volatile detainee 
issue for a full year. Opposition 
Leader Jack Layton said the real 
question is, what’s the govern-
ment holding back — and why.

“This is a secret government. 
It’s a government that doesn’t 
want to reveal any information, 
that’s well known,” Layton said be-

fore the documents were released.
Opposition Liberal lawmaker 

Stephane Dion, a member of 
the parliamentary review com-
mittee, said the documents show 
that the government didn’t do 
enough to ensure the safe treat-
ment of detainees because it lost 
track of them. Dion insisted that 
the “likelihood is very high” that 
some were tortured.

A newly released 2007 memo 
to Canada’s Foreign Affairs min-
ister, originally secret, raised 
concerns about the situation in 
Afghanistan and what the gov-
ernment was saying publicly. 
The memo was about a Federal 

Court case being waged by hu-
man rights groups concerned 
about the treatment of Afghan 
prisoners. Officials were worried 
that if some materials were en-
tered into the court record they 
could have left the impression 
that Canada should have known 
“there was the potential for mis-
treatment of detainees.”

“A challenge will be managing 
the suggestion that the content of 
material released is inconsistent 
with government of Canada mes-
saging,” says the Nov. 14, 2007, 
memo introduced in Parliament.

Large portions of the docu-
ments remained blacked out.  

Canada 
cleared of 
complicity 
in torture

Troop cuts: A U.S. Marine gets a haircut in Oceanside, California, on Wednesday as President Barack Obama announces plans to 
begin withdrawing troops from Afghanistan. AP

Moment of truth: Geert Wilders 
looks on during the reading of 
his verdict in an Amsterdam 
courtroom Thursday. AFP-JIJI

The Supreme Court set 
up the special tribunal 
in December after it 
received more than 400 
complaints and 
lawsuits over the poll.
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