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AMBASSADOR OF CANADA

On behalf of the government of 
Canada, I am delighted to ex-
tend to all Canadians, and 
friends of Cana-
da, a happy 
Canada Day, 
“joyeuse fête du 
Canada,” on 
this 144th anni-
versary of Ca-
nadian Confed-
eration. 

Canada Day in Japan pro-
vides an opportunity to reflect 
on and share with our readers 
key developments over the past 
year, and our plans for engage-
ment with Japan and the world 
going forward. 

The catastrophic events of 
March 11 in Tohoku have 
changed the lives and perspec-
tives not only of the Japanese 
people, but also of people from 
all corners of the globe. Canadi-
ans have conveyed their sympa-
thies to those who lost loved 
ones, homes and livelihoods, 
and have contributed gener-
ously to assist in efforts to re-
build lives and communities. 

Canada today
Canada’s historical vocation as a 
champion of peace, security and 
global development is manifest-
ed by our ongoing promotion of 
democracy, human rights and 

the rule of law, and of sustain-
able and balanced growth, at 
home and abroad. Despite the 
challenging global economic en-
vironment, Canada’s economy 
remains the envy of many: We 
have enjoyed the strongest em-
ployment growth among Group 
of Seven (G-7) nations since mid-
2009, and have more than re-
couped all of the loss in output 
experienced during the global 
recession. Canada’s banking sys-
tem has been ranked the sound-
est in the world by the World 
Economic Forum for three years 
in a row, and five Canadian fi-
nancial institutions were recent-
ly named to Bloomberg’s list of 
the world’s strongest banks, 
more than any other country. 
With these achievements, in May 
2011, Canadians presented 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
and his government with a man-
date to form Canada’s first ma-
jority government since 2004.

Unwavering relationship 
This year marks the 20th anni-
versary of the chancellery of the 
Embassy of Canada to Japan, a 
product of Canadian and Japa-
nese creativity, ingenuity and 
innovation that remains the pri-
mary symbol in Japan of our 
strong, multifaceted relation-
ship. Building on people-to-
people ties, our bilateral rela-
tionship has flourished since we 
first established diplomatic rela-

tions in 1928, and today encom-
passes political, economic, 
commercial, defense, cultural 
and educational links.

Canada and Japan work 
closely together at the G-7/
Group of Eight (G-8), Group of 
Twenty (G-20), Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC), As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) Regional Forum, 
and other regional and multilat-
eral forums. Shared values and 
interests are reflected in our 
contributions to international 
security and development, such 
as through our shared commit-
ment to United Nations peace-
keeping and to the development 
and reconstruction of Afghani-
stan, Haiti and other countries 
requiring international support. 

On the margins of the APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 
Yokohama, Prime Ministers 
Harper and Naoto Kan signed a 
Joint Declaration on Political, 
Peace and Security Coopera-
tion, paving the way for further 
collaboration through regular 
vice-ministerial “2 plus 2” talks. 

Canada and Japan also enjoy 
a vital and mutually beneficial 
trade and investment relation-
ship, reaffirmed by our two 
prime ministers at their bilater-
al meeting at the recent G-8 
Summit in Deauville, France. 
They directed officials to com-
plete as soon as possible a joint 
study on a proposed economic 

partnership agreement with a 
view to the early launch of for-
mal negotiations. And the inau-
guration of expanded air ser-
vices between Tokyo and Cal-
gary is emblematic of new op-
portunities for trade and 
investment between Japan and 
resource-rich western Canada. 

In recognition of the impor-
tance of youth exchanges, Cana-
da continues to invite 6,500 
young Japanese to experience 
Canada each year through the 
popular Working Holiday Pro-
gram. In addition, the Embassy of 
Canada will soon establish a new 
category under the Canada-Japan 
Leadership Fund, which will be 
dedicated to financially assist To-
hoku students affected by the 
triple disaster to study in Canada. 
Generous donations from schools 
in Canada as well as from Cana-
dian and Japanese businesses 
and expatriate communities in 
Japan have contributed to the re-
alization of this project. 

The future
Canada is confident that the 
courage, discipline and resilience 
of the Japanese people will enable 
them to overcome the daunting 
challenges that lay ahead. Cana-
da will continue to offer to assist 
as Japan moves to recovery and 
reconstruction. And by working 
together internationally, we can 
support a more secure and more 
prosperous global community. 

Vibrant economy seeks further partnership

Canada day
Washington AP
The United States will push 
ahead with more targeted 
drone strikes and special 
operations raids and fewer 
costly land battles such as 
Iraq and Afghanistan in 
the continuing operations 
against the al-Qaida 
terrorist movement, 
according to a new national 
counterterrorism strategy 
revealed Wednesday.

The doctrine, two years 
in the making, comes in the 
aftermath of the successful 
special operations raid that 
killed al-Qaida chief Osama 
bin Laden in May, and a 
week after President Barack 
Obama’s announcement 
that U.S. troops will begin 
leaving Afghanistan in the 
middle of this year.

The document is a 
purposeful departure from 
the Bush administration’s 
global war on terrorism.  

White House 
counterterrorism chief John 
Brennan said the reworked 
doctrine acknowledges the 
growing threat of terrorism 
at home, including al-Qaida 
attempts to recruit and 
attack inside the United 
States.

 “Our best offense won’t 
always be deploying 
large armies abroad, but 
delivering targeted, surgical 
pressure to the groups that 
threaten us,” Brennan said. 

Nimbler plan 
formulated to 
hunt al-Qaida

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

President Barack Obama belittled 
congressional Republicans for 
taking vacations amid difficult 
deficit-reduction talks. He con-
trasted lawmakers with his young 
daughters. And he brushed off 
criticism of his Libya policy as a 
“fuss” that is all about politics.

Obama clearly had a mission 
Wednesday: to reassert a com-
manding presence on the eco-
nomic and foreign policy issues 
that are defining his presidency 
and could determine whether he 
wins re-election.

The appearance offered 
Obama a chance to regain the 
upper political hand that he has 
lost in recent weeks as gasoline 
prices rise, employment num-
bers continue to disappoint and 
a deficit-reduction deal with the 
GOP that would raise the coun-
try’s debt limit remains elusive.

He accused Republicans — no 
fewer than six times — of favor-
ing corporate-jet owners over av-
erage folks in the party’s refusal 
to consider tax increases as part 
of a deficit deal.

And, showing a combative 
side that Americans rarely see, 
he said that Republicans “need 
to do their job.”

“They’re in one week, they’re 
out one week,” the president 
said. “And then they’re saying, 
‘Obama has got to step in.’

“You need to be here,” he 
added sternly. “I’ve been here. 
I’ve been doing Afghanistan and 
bin Laden and the Greek crisis. 
You stay here. Let’s get it done.”

Republicans fired back quickly 

Wednesday, accusing Obama of 
shrinking from his responsibili-
ties and trying to pressure them 
to raise taxes. While the president 
answered questions, Senate GOP 
leaders scheduled a competing 
news conference to focus atten-
tion on their support for amend-
ing the U.S. Constitution to re-
quire a balanced federal budget.

House Speaker John Boehner, 
a Republican from Ohio, who 
must satisfy the fervently antitax 
tea party wing of his caucus, said 
later that Obama’s remarks “ignore 
legislative and economic reality.”

 Obama’s confrontational 
style extended to foreign policy 
matters as well. He rejected the 
premise of a question on the 
constitutionality of the 1973 War 
Powers Resolution, passed by 
Congress to restrain presidential 
war-making after the undeclared 
Korean and Vietnam wars. Crit-
ics in both parties have charged 
in recent weeks that the U.S. role 
in trying to oust Libyan leader 
Moammar Gadhafi violates the 
resolution.

“I’m not a Supreme Court 
justice, so I’m not . . . putting my 
constitutional law professor hat 
on here,” he said.

Instead, as he did for much 
of the news conference, Obama 
turned the Libya question into 
a chance to portray himself as a 
good-faith actor operating in a 
sea of mal-intentioned politicians.

He accused critics of making a 
“cause celebre” out of protecting 
Gadhafi, who has killed Ameri-
cans. Obama said that his ad-
ministration has sent “reams of 
information” to Congress on the 
Libya effort, and that the United 
States has carried out its narrow 
mission there with success.

“So a lot of this fuss is politics,” 
he added.

Obama was most animated 
on the deficit debate, again tak-
ing pains to present himself as 
the one willing to make political-
ly costly decisions about spend-
ing cuts.

Among the changes the White 
House sought were rollbacks of 
tax breaks for corporate jets and 
hedge-fund managers — highly 
symbolic as the president tries to 
gain ground in the tax debate by 
painting the GOP as the party of 
the very rich.

Then, as if his earlier scold-
ings weren’t enough, Obama 
suggested that his daughters, 
Malia and Sasha, displayed a 
better work ethic toward their 
school assignments than the 
GOP has toward the debt ceiling.

“They’re not pulling all-night-
ers,” he said. “They’re 13 and 10. 
Congress can do the same thing. 
If you know you’ve got to do 
something, just do it.”

Obama delivers broadside to GOP

‘They’re in one week, 
they’re out one week. 
And then they’re 
saying, “Obama has 
got to step in.” You 
need to be here. I’ve 
been here. I’ve been 
doing Afghanistan 
and bin Laden and the 
Greek crisis.’
U.S. PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

Six held over bomb-grade uranium
Chisinau AP
Six people have been detained for smuggling an unspecified 
amount of the form of uranium that can be used to make a 
nuclear weapon, a Modovan official said Wednesday.

Interior Ministry official Vitalie Briceag said the uranium-235 
was brought in from Russia. He said the smugglers were trying to 
sell it to a North African country for €20 million ($28.85 million). 
Uranium-235 makes up less than 1 percent of natural uranium. 
Highly enriched uranium — which is used to arm nuclear weapons 
— is 90 percent or more uranium-235.

The International Atomic Energy Agency considers 25 kg of 
uranium-235 a “significant quantity” — technical language for the 
amount needed to make a nuclear bomb.

ProTV Chisinau posted a video on their website that shows 
one of the smugglers talking with an undercover police officer 
who claimed he was interested in buying the uranium. One of the 
smugglers told the policeman they could provide 1 kg of uranium, 
but not the whole quantity at once, according to the video.

Iran ‘testing nuke-capable missiles’
London AP
Iran has conducted covert tests of ballistic missiles capable of 
carrying nuclear warheads in addition to a 10-day program of 
public military maneuvers, Britain alleged.

Foreign Secretary William Hague told the House of Commons on 
Wednesday there had been secret experiments with nuclear-capable 
missiles but did not specify when the tests had taken place. Iran has 
“been carrying out covert ballistic missiles tests and rocket launches, 
including testing missiles capable of delivering a nuclear payload,” 
Hague said.

Britain believes Tehran has conducted at least three secret tests 
of medium-range ballistic missiles since October.

DNA in Knox case found unreliable
Rome AP
Amanda Knox won a crucial legal victory Wednesday as an 
independent forensic report said that much of the DNA evidence 
used to convict the American student and her codefendant in the 
murder of her roommate is unreliable and possibly contaminated.

The review’s findings that DNA testing used in the first trial 
was below international standards will undoubtedly boost Knox’s 
chances of overturning her murder conviction.

The review by the two court-appointed independent experts had 
been eagerly awaited: With no clear motive for the brutal murder of 
Meredith Kercher and contradicting testimony heard in court, the 
DNA evidence was key to the prosecution’s case.

Knox was convicted in 2009 of sexually assaulting and murdering 
Kercher — a Briton with whom she shared an apartment while both 
were exchange students in Perugia — and sentenced to 26 years in 
prison. Her ex-boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito received a 25-year term.

Journalist pair freed in Afghanistan
Paris AP
Two French journalists held hostage in Afghanistan since 
December 2009 were freed Wednesday in good health, bringing 
cheers and joyful tears in France, which has been united in its 
campaign to bring the two men home.

Stephane Taponier and Herve Ghesquiere, in captivity for nearly 
550 days, were freed along with the journalists’ translator, Reza 
Din, authorities said. Two other Afghans held with them were freed 
earlier, but nothing was said to keep negotiations on track, French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said.

Swiss abandon tougher suicide rules
Geneva AFP-JIJI
The Swiss government on Wednesday rejected proposals to tighten 
rules on assisted suicide, saying they could inadvertently legitimize 
organizations offering assisted suicide.

“The Federal Council decided against introducing specific 
provisions in criminal law on organized assisted suicide. It 
concluded that such an amendment to criminal law would have 
various drawbacks,” it said.

Amid an emotional uproar sparked by several international 
media reports and documentaries on foreigners who had come to 
Switzerland to die as well as on the practice of assisted suicide in the 
country, Bern in 2008 decided to reassess legislation on the issue.

IN BRIEF

Paris/Tripoli
AP, AFP-JIJI

France has acknowledged it air-
lifted weapons to Libyan civilians 
fighting Moammar Gadhafi’s 
forces in a besieged mountain 
region south of Tripoli, becom-
ing the first NATO country to do 
so in a major escalation in the 
international campaign.

The bold move was likely to 
draw criticism from countries 
such as China and Russia, which 
are leery of the allied use of force 
in Libya’s civil war, and crossed 
a threshold in hopes of a break-
through in the protracted NATO-
led mission.

The deliveries of guns, rocket-
propelled grenades and muni-
tions took place in early June in 
the western Nafusa mountains, 
when Gadhafi’s troops had en-
circled civilians and his govern-
ment refused a U.N request for 
a pause in the fighting there to 
allow access for a humanitar-
ian aid shipment, French mili-
tary spokesman Col. Thierry 
Burkhard said Wednesday.

After informing the United 
Nations, France dropped hu-
manitarian aid including water, 
food and medical supplies to 
besieged civilians in the region, 
but the situation then deterio-
rated further, he said.

“So, France also dropped 
equipment that allowed them 
to defend themselves — self-
defense assets — which is to 
say weapons and munitions,” 
Burkhard said.

The weapons were para-
chuted in by a military transport 
plane, he said. The impact of the 
airlifted weapons wasn’t imme-
diately clear. But in recent days 
— since the delivery — rebels in 
the mountains claimed to have 

advanced to the town of Bir al-
Ghanam, about 80 km from 
Tripoli.

In Libya’s capital on Wednes-
day, Gadhafi’s prime minister, Al-
Baghdadi al-Mahmoudi, played 
down the reports of rebel moun-
tain advances, saying “the situa-
tion in the western mountains is 
good, and it’s under control.”

The French weapons deliv-
ery amounted to Paris parsing 
the fine print in U.N. Security 
Council resolutions this year on 
Libya.

In New York, France’s U.N. 
ambassador, Gerard Araud, 
told reporters that France had 
acted under a provision of the 

Security Council resolution ad-
opted March 17 that imposed a 
no-fly zone over Libya and au-
thorized military action short of 
a “foreign occupation force” to 
protect civilians.

Araud said France believes a 
provision saying that member 
states can take “all necessary 
measures, notwithstanding” an 
arms embargo, to protect civil-
ians threatened by attack “means 
for us that in exceptional circum-
stances” the arms embargo can 
be ignored to protect civilians.

He said France will officially 
notify Secretary General Ban Ki 
Moon of the weapons delivery 
as required under the resolution.

But in a slightly different rea-
soning out of Paris, French For-
eign Ministry spokesman Ber-
nard Valero said France’s “read-
ing” from early on was that the 
U.N. resolutions barred sending 
weapons to Gadhafi’s regime — 
but the rebels were exempt, even 
if Paris had refrained from arm-
ing them for two months.

This time, with the civilians 
surrounded in Nafusa, France 
felt compelled to arm them to 
help stave off bloodshed, he said.

“What we feared was a mas-
sacre in the Nafusa mountains,” 
said Valero. He said France’s 
view was that the delivery of 
such “small weapons for self-

defense” did not run counter to 
the U.N. mandate.

Still, several French diplo-
mats, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because of ministry 
protocol, acknowledged France 
was preparing for the prospect 
of criticism from other countries 
or at the United Nations.

Further complicating the mat-
ter, Col. Gomaa Ibrahim, a mem-
ber of the rebel military council 
in the mountain area, denied re-
ceiving French weapons, calling 
the reports “bewildering.” He said 
the rebel leadership in the eastern 
city of Benghazi was seeking to 
clarify the matter with NATO.

Word of the shipments first 

emerged Wednesday in French 
daily Le Figaro, which cited an 
unidentified high-ranking offi-
cial as saying the aim was to end 
a stalemate in Libya.

With European and American 
budgets tight, France and many 
other NATO countries have been 
hoping for a quick finish to the 
Libya operation. France is now 
spending about €1 million ($1.4 
million) per day in Libya beyond 
what’s already been budgeted for 
its military this year, officials said.

France and Britain, backed by 
Washington, have been the main 
powers behind the monthslong 
NATO-led air campaign to pro-
tect civilians from assaults by 
Gadhafi’s forces.

Britain’s minister for interna-
tional security strategy, Gerald 
Howarth, said London would 
not emulate France’s move be-
cause that would raise “quite a 
few issues,” including with the 
U.N. resolution that authorized 
military action in Libya.

In Brussels, a NATO official 
said that until now, no alliance 
member had shipped weapons 
to the rebels since the fight-
ing started in the north African 
country in March.

Francois Heisbourg, director 
of the Foundation for Strategic 
Research think tank in Paris, said 
the  weapons drop was likely to 
raise questions among opponents 
of the NATO-led intervention.

“There’s a question as to 
whether aiding the rebellion is 
part of the embargo or not but 
it isn’t clear cut,” he said. “That 
question will presumably be 
raised by those who expressed 
reticence in the Security Council.”

“Some NATO allies like Tur-
key were against the campaign 
against Gadhafi to begin with, 
so this isn’t going to make them 
any happier,” added Heisbourg, 
whose foundation receives state 
funding.

He noted the Nafusa region is 
inhabited by many ethnic Ber-
bers who oppose Gadhafi: “The 
point could be made that in this 
case they really do serve for the 
protection of civilians, which is 
what the U.N. resolution says.” 

France admits arming civilians in Libya 
NATO ally claims 
wiggle room in 
UNSC resolution 
to protect rebels

On the war path: A Libyan woman holds a rocket-propelled grenade launcher as she and others attend a weapons training session in 
the town of Bani Walid, 200 km southeast of Tripoli, on Tuesday. AP

Paris
AFP-JIJI

French President Nicolas Sar-
kozy reshuffled his Cabinet on 
Wednesday after Finance Min-
ister Christine Lagarde left to 
head the IMF, bringing in Bud-
get Minister Francois Baroin to 
replace her.

Baroin, 46, a close ally of 
Jacques Chirac, Sarkozy’s bitter 
rival and predecessor as presi-

dent, is replaced at the Budget 
Ministry by Higher Education 
Minister Valerie Pecresse, the 
president’s office said.

The reshuffle, broader than 
predicted, also brings in a num-
ber of centrists as Sarkozy seeks 
to head off the growing danger 
of a center-right challenge to his 
re-election campaign 10 months 
before elections.

Centrist former members of 
his once broad-based right-of-

center Cabinet are gathering 
around former Environment 
Minster Jean-Louis Borloo as a 
potential challenger, and Sarkozy 
is keen to halt more defections.

Pecresse is replaced at higher 
education by European Affairs 
Minister Laurent Wauqiez, who 
is in turn replaced on the Brus-
sels beat by lawmaker and fellow 
member of Sarkozy’s majority 
UMP party Jean Leonetti.

Sarkozy’s former minister for 

public administration, George 
Tron, resigned in May after he 
was accused of raping and mo-
lesting two City Hall employees, 
and was replaced in the reshuffle 
by the centrist Francois Sauvadet.

Another centrist, lawmaker 
Marc Laffineur, becomes a ju-
nior defense minister in charge 
of veterans affairs.

 In April, Sarkozy will compete 
in the first-round presidential vote, 
and current opinion polls suggest 

that a centrist or center-right 
candidate could recruit enough 
of his faltering support to put 
him in danger of being beaten in 
the first round. Such a humilia-
tion would see him drop out and 
a Socialist candidate go into the 
second-round runoff against far-
right leader Marine Le Pen.

Sarkozy has therefore begun 
to reach out to centrists still in 
his camp in a bid to convince 
them to stay on board.

Sarkozy uses reshuffle to neutralize threat from center right

Jean-Louis Borloo
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