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U.S. independence day

John V. Roos
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN

Today, millions of Americans 
will look to the sky to watch 
brilliant displays of fireworks in 
celebration of 
Independence 
Day. As they 
have done ev-
ery Fourth of 
July for the last 
235 years, 
Americans will 
take a moment 
to reflect on what these fire-
works represent — the liberty, 
equality, freedom and democ-
racy that our founders fought 
so hard for. These principles 
have since become the corner-
stones of American society. For 
those of us overseas, the Fourth 
of July takes on even greater 
importance as we celebrate the 

values that so strongly define 
and unite us as Americans, de-
spite being far from our own 
shores. 

At times, these fireworks have 
burst over cloudy skies, during 
periods that sorely tested our na-
tion. As President Barack Obama 
noted at the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy commencement in 
May: “We haven’t always been 
the biggest or strongest of na-
tions. There have been moments 
in our history when others have 
counted us out or predicted the 
demise of our improbable Amer-
ican experiment. But what the 
naysayers and doubters have 
never understood is that our 
American journey has always 
been propelled by a spirit and 
strength that sets us apart.” 

It is this spirit and strength 
that led colonists to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean, immigrants to 

stream into Ellis Island, and pi-
oneers to cross unknown and 
dangerous territory in the West, 
all of them seeking a new life 
and new opportunities in Amer-
ica. It is this spirit and strength 
of millions of Americans that 
turned “our improbable Ameri-
can experiment” into a demo-
cratic system that has inspired 
people the world over. 

Every Fourth of July, Ameri-
cans pause to reflect on “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness” sought by our founders, 
but these values need no special 
occasion in America. They are 
part of the fabric of our nation. 
There is another American val-
ue that I’m very proud of, and 
that is our compassion and our 
willingness to help out those in 
need. Never has this been more 
true than in the aftermath of the 
terrible earthquake and tsuna-
mi that struck Japan on March 
11. Our thoughts and prayers 
continue to be with the victims 
and their families. The United 
States is committed to support-
ing Japan in any way possible as 
it rebuilds from this unprece-
dented disaster. 

Our two countries have 
strengthened each other over 
the last five decades through 
our security alliance, through 
our economic ties, and through 
our people-to-people exchanges 
like The Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) program. The 
tragic events of March 11 
marked a new chapter in this 
relationship. For example, Op-
eration Tomodachi (Japanese for 
“friend”) demonstrated not only 
the remarkable capabilities of 
the U.S. military and the Japa-
nese Self-Defense Forces, but 

also the generosity of the men 
and women who defend both 
our countries. Countless private 
American citizens and organi-
zations reached out to help Ja-
pan, underscoring the deep af-
fection and bonds between the 
peoples of the United States and 
Japan. We are working with the 
U.S.–Japan Council and others 
in the private sector to establish 
a Tomodachi Fund that will 
build on this good will and pro-
vide a basis for sustained, cre-
ative and strategic contributions 

to Japan’s recovery.
Despite the horrific devasta-

tion of the earthquake and tsu-
nami, the resilience of the Japa-
nese people has served as an 
inspiration to citizens around 
the world. I am confident that 
Japan will persevere and emerge 
from this crisis stronger than 
ever before, and we will contin-
ue to work together to ensure a 
more peaceful and prosperous 
future for ourselves and the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

As the U.S. ambassador to 

Japan, it gives me great plea-
sure to extend Fourth of July 
greetings to all my fellow 
Americans. On this Indepen-
dence Day, I would also like to 
express my sincere apprecia-
tion to our gracious hosts, the 
Japanese people, for their con-
tinued friendship and support. 
May both our great nations 
continue to enjoy the blessings 
of liberty, and may the people 
of both our nations continue to 
look to the sky as we move to-
ward a brighter future.

Standing together with our friends in Japan

Liberty: On the Fourth of July, fireworks burst in the air by the 
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Life: Members of the U.S. military and the Japanese Self-Defense Forces clean up a schoolyard in 
Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, on April 1. U.S. MARINE CORPS / MARK STROUD

The pursuit of happiness: U.S. President Barack Obama gazes 
at the Golden Gate Bridge during a visit to San Francisco on 
April 20. OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO / PETE SOUZA

report said that since the south’s 
independence vote in January, 
“soldiers have been responsible 
for grave human rights abuses, 
including unlawful killings of 
civilians and looting and de-
struction of civilian property.”

“The government needs to 
demonstrate its commitment 
to combat a growing culture of 
impunity for abuses by its secu-
rity forces,” said Daniel Bekele, 
director of the Africa division of 
Human Rights Watch. “It should 
make sure that rank-and-file sol-
diers and their officers, as well as 
the police service, know and un-
derstand their obligations, and are 
held accountable for violations.”

Since Sudan’s decades-long 
civil war ended in 2005 — a war 
in which some 2 million people 
died — the U.S. government has 
given more money than any oth-
er to programs aimed at profes-
sionalizing the SPLA. According 
to research by the Open Society 
Foundations, the Obama ad-
ministration is requesting nearly 
$160 million in assistance to the 
armed forces in southern Sudan 
for fiscal 2012.

Southern Sudan becomes a 
new country on Saturday.

Sudan experts say a respon-

sible and professional southern 
army will be essential to im-
proving security in the vast and 
underdeveloped south, where 
basic principles of rule of law 
and justice have yet to be upheld 
and enforced by southern secu-
rity forces.

Violence is high in the south 
already. According to the U.N.’s 
latest statistics, local conflicts 
such as cattle-raiding and battles 
between rebel militias and the 
SPLA have claimed more than 
1,800 lives this year.

The U.S. assistance is to help 
the SPLA develop logistics, en-
gineering abilities, medical, and 
command and control abilities. 

A State Department official 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity said by email that the 
support is intended to “trans-
form” the SPLA “from a guerrilla 
force into a standing army under 
civilian control and respectful of 
international humanitarian law.”

The official, who was not al-
lowed to be quoted according to 
State Department rules, said that 
U.S.-funded training “includes a 
component on respect for hu-
man rights and respect for rule 
of law.”

The official confirmed that a 
current State Department con-

tract to PAE, an American mili-
tary contractor, provides provi-
sions, salaries and limited logis-
tical support for Ethiopian forces 
who are training southern forces 
in a remote army training camp 
called New Kush, nestled in the 
Imatong Mountains on Southern 
Sudan’s border with Uganda.

New Kush has proven to be a 
problem for U.N. human rights 
investigators, who have sought 
access to the camp for more than 
two years to follow up on allega-
tions by community members 
living near the training camp 
that southern troops had taken 
young women from the nearby 
village as “wives” and that rape 
and other abuses were occurring 
inside the site.

Although U.N. staff from the 
mission’s child protection unit 
were allowed to visit New Kush 
in February 2010 as part of a 
delegation led by the southern 
army’s own child protection di-
vision, no independent inves-
tigations of the human rights 
conditions inside the camp have 
been conducted since the U.N. 
mission was established after the 
civil war ended in 2005.

Since 2006, the New Kush 
camp has been used for training 
the SPLA’s special forces — or 

commando units, the same forc-
es involved in the Jonglei civilian 
deaths. Both international train-
ers, Western contractors and con-
sultants, and Ethiopian troops — 
all funded through State Depart-
ment programs — have worked at 
New Kush.

The State Department official 
said Thursday that the “com-
mando training conducted by 
the Ethiopians focuses on pro-
fessional military tactics and 
specialized skills.”

But the SPLA has a lot of 
growing up to do as the world’s 
youngest national military. In 
a report last November by the 
Small Arms Survey and authored 
by Richard Rands, whose own 
British company, Burton Rands, 
previously was subcontracted 
through U.S.-funded PAE con-
tracts, the author concluded that 
an “overarching strategy” for the 
long-term transformation of the 
SPLA from a guerrilla movement 
to a conventional army “has not 
yet emerged.”

Rands wrote that “diplomatic 
pressure and international sup-
port and advice” will be needed 
to urge the army to conduct its 
own strategic review after inde-
pendence and then to develop a 
“coherent defense strategy.”

Abuse fears cloud U.S. funding of Sudan Army
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Sanaa
THE WASHINGTON POST

Over months of political turmoil, 
attacks on electricity plants and 
oil pipelines have left Yemen’s 
economy on the edge of col-
lapse, with the most damaging 
strike carried out in retaliation 
for a U.S. counterterrorism raid.

Against a backdrop of street 
protests and military clashes, 
the country is grappling with 
electricity blackouts, rising food 
prices and fuel shortages so dire 
that ordinary Yemenis can spend 
days in lines for gasoline.

In March, tribesmen blew up 
the main pipeline in Marib Prov-
ince, the legendary birthplace of 
the queen of Sheba and home 
to roughly half of Yemen’s oil re-
serves. The attack was carried out 
by a powerful tribal leader, Ali al-
Shabwani, whose son was killed 
in a U.S. airstrike in May 2010.

The pipeline helps funnel 
crude to the nation’s main oil 
terminal in the southern port city 
of Aden for export and to be re-
fined into gasoline. With Yemen 
bogged down in a popular up-
rising, the pipeline remains rup-
tured, with al-Shabwani and his 
heavily armed tribesmen refusing 
to allow the government access to 
the site until he gets justice for the 
airstrike, Yemeni officials said.

In Sanaa, the consequences are 
apparent, including water short-
ages, high transportation costs 
and soaring food prices. Forty 
percent of the nation’s population 
lives on less than $2 a day.

Lines stretch for kilometers 
at gas stations that sell fuel at 
government-subsidized prices. 
On the black market, fuel costs 
three times as much.

 Many restaurants and stores 
are shuttered. Beggars have mul-
tiplied. At night, large portions of 
Sanaa are enveloped in darkness; 
electricity is available only for a 
few hours a day. The attacks on 
power plants and pipelines have 
continued, carried out from both 
sides of a widening political divide.

 The contributing role of the 
U.S. airstrike in the fuel short-
age is an indication of the grow-

ing fragility of Yemen’s economy 
during the 5-month-old revolt. 
It also highlights the potential 
for U.S. policies to have harm-
ful, if unintended, consequences 
in this politically brittle nation, 
where Washington has stepped 
up counterterrorism activities in 
recent months, with plans for the 
CIA to work closely with the U.S. 
Joint Special Operations Com-
mand in carrying out attacks with 
armed unmanned aircraft.

Many Yemenis also view the 
economic crisis through the 
prism of politics, blaming the 
government or the opposition for 
their woes. That, many analysts 
and diplomats fear, could spawn 
more unrest; rising unemploy-
ment and poverty could drive 
disaffected youths toward mili-
tancy at a time when al-Qaida in 
the Arabian Peninsula and other 
Islamist extremist groups are try-
ing to take advantage of Yemen’s 
political vacuum. “Everybody is 
lost,” said Saif al-Asali, a former 
finance minister. “And the politi-
cians on both sides don’t seem to 
care what happens to the people.”

Supporters of Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh say the Joint 
Meeting Parties, a coalition of six 
opposition groups, is attacking the 
electricity plants as well as block-
ing roads to prevent trucks from 
hauling oil to cities and plants. 
“We know these are terrorist 
groups with links to the JMP,” said 
Abdul Basat al-Kumaim, an of-
ficial with the Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade. “They know they 
can’t take power democratically, 
so they want to steal the power 
through destructive actions. They 
want to show that the government 
is not able to regain control.”

Hisham Sharaf Abdalla, the 
minister of industry and trade, 
said the economy has lost $4 bil-
lion to $5 billion since February, 
roughly 16 percent of the nation’s 
nominal gross domestic product. 
Most of the losses come from 
deep cuts in the production and 
export of oil, which had provided 
60 percent of Yemen’s income.

Some of the drop-off in pro-
duction was caused by oil com-
panies’ decisions to withdraw 

employees from Yemen. But the 
major culprit, say Yemeni of-
ficials, was the March attack on 
the pipeline, which carries crude 
from Marib to the Red Sea port of 
Salif; from there, it is shipped to 
the refinery in Aden.

In addition to supplying local 
gas stations, Yemen’s oil indus-
try had produced enough to al-
low exports of 120,000 barrels a 
day, serving as a vital source of 
foreign currency. Yemeni offi-
cials said the nation has lost $1 
billion in oil revenue since the 
pipeline blast. Another refinery 
in eastern Hadramaut Province 
continues to export oil.

The March attack was in re-
taliation for events that unfolded 
May 25, 2010, as Jaber al-Shab-
wani, the deputy governor of 
Marib, was meeting in a remote 
desert location with suspected 
al-Qaida in the Arabian Penin-
sula operatives. The younger al-
Shabwani, who was killed in the 
airstrike, is not thought to have 
been an intended target of the 
raid; there is no indication that 
he was an al-Qaida member, and 
associates said the purpose of the 
meeting was to persuade the op-
eratives to defect. Al-Shabwani’s 
father had been an influential rul-
ing party member but joined the 
political opposition before carry-
ing out the March attack.

“He blames the government 
and security forces for killing his 
son,” said Sultan al-Arada, an 
influential tribal leader in Marib 
who knows the elder al-Shab-
wani. “He wants to know who 
authorized the airstrike.”

 Yemeni officials remain an-
gered by the episode, saying that 
they were not given advance 
notice of the U.S. raid. They say 
al-Shabwani has demanded $5 
million in blood money as well 
as a face-to-face meeting with 
U.S. Ambassador Gerald Feier-
stein to demand an explanation.

“He’s taken a very extreme 
stance,” said Abdu al-Janadi, Ye-
men’s deputy information minis-
ter. “He won’t let us fix the pipe-
line until the Americans admit to 
him that they are the ones who 
carried out the strike. And he 
wants to know which Yemeni of-
ficial authorized the strike.” “The 
Americans are the main reason 
for this crisis,” al-Janadi added. 
“They killed al-Shabwani’s son.”

Yemen’s economy 
on verge of collapse
Rebels decimate oil, power sites 
after U.S. strike kills warlord’s son

Kosovo, Serbia agree 
on practical issues
Brussels AP
Serbia and Kosovo have struck 
deals on several practical issues 
that will make life easier for 
citizens — the first accords 
between the two countries since 
Kosovo declared independence 
in 2008, officials said Saturday. 
The new accord will allow 
Kosovo citizens to cross into 
Serbian territory with personal 
IDs, but not with the new 
Kosovo passports.   

Germany OKs tank 
sale to Saudi Arabia
Berlin AFP-JIJI
Germany has allowed the sale 
of 200 Leopard tanks to Saudi 
Arabia after decades of blocking 
heavy weapons sales to the 
kingdom, Der Spiegel newspaper 
said Saturday.  Since the 1980s, 
Germany has blocked the sale of 
Leopard 2 tanks to Saudi Arabia, 
afraid the equipment would be 
used against Israel.

Exxon oil spill fouls 
Yellowstone River
Laurel Montana AP
An ExxonMobil pipeline that 
runs under the Yellowstone River 
in Montana ruptured Saturday 
and leaked hundreds of liters of 
oil into the waterway, causing 
a 40-km plume that forced 
municipalities downstream 
to close intakes. ExxonMobil 
spokeswoman Pam Malek said 
the pipe leaked up to 160,000 
liters of oil for about a half-hour 
before it was shut down.

AU to ignore ICC 
warrant on Gadhafi
Malabo AP
The body representing nations 
in Africa called on its members 
to disregard the International 
Criminal Court’s arrest warrant 
for Moammar Gadhafi, an 
official said Saturday, in a move 
that seriously weakens the 
tribunal’s ability to bring the 
Libyan leader to justice. 

 Brazil ex-President 
Franco dies at 81
Sao Paulo AP
Former Brazilian President 
Itamar Franco, known as the 
leader who in the 1990s tamed 
inflation in Latin America’s 
biggest country, died of a stroke 
Saturday. He was 81. 

IN BRIEFBOTTOMS UP!

Taisto Miettinen carries Kristiina Haapanen during the annual world wife-carrying championship in Sonkajarvi, Finland, on 
Saturday. The Finnish couple retained their crown for the third year in a row. AP
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