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Liberia independence day

Youngor Telewoda
AMBASSADOR OF LIBERIA

Liberia is again blessed with a 
year of peace and stability fol-
lowing decades of problems in-
cluding the civil 
conflict that 
tore our nation 
apart. We have 
emerged from 
the catastrophic 
situation and 
are determined 
to do all in re-
storing our country to a united 
and whole nation again. As we 
celebrate the 164th indepen-
dence anniversary, we consider 
this year’s Independence Day a 
very special one because it takes 
place at the commencement of 
the 2011 presidential and legis-
lative elections campaign.

Liberians embarked on an 
electoral journey six years ago 
that set the nation on a path of a 
peaceful political transition fol-
lowing the 14 years of conflict 
and destruction.

We defied the pessimism of 
cynics who doubted the capac-
ity of the resilience of the Libe-
rian people to hold a peaceful, 
democratic and transparent 
election. As a result of our defi-
ance, we successfully elected 

Africa’s first female president, 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Under 
her able leadership, Liberia has 
achieved successful results of 
considerable degree. The divi-
dends of the peaceful state of 
affairs that have prevailed in 
our country for the past six 
years are clear: negative per-
ceptions about Liberians by 
the outside world have since 
given way to international re-
spectability; investors are com-
ing in numbers beyond our 
most optimistic estimates and 
expectations.

The $4.9 billion debt that 
strangled the country for two 
decades has been wiped clean. 
Liberia has reached the comple-
tion point for heavily indebted 
poor countries (HIPC) due in 
part to the level of international 
cooperation garnered from mul-
tilateral institutions.

Economic reconstruction has 
begun. Power has been restored 
to some parts of Monrovia, 
while the government is making 
every effort to rehabilitate the 
damaged hydroelectric plant 
that previously supplied the en-
tire capital. Selected roads and 
bridges are being repaired with 
World Bank assistance. The in-
ternational airport near Monro-
via has seen some improvement 

and the following international 
airlines have resumed regular 
flights to Monrovia: Air France, 
Delta, Royal Air Maroc, Brussels 
Airlines and Kenya Airlines. 
Damaged facilities at the two 
major seaports, in Monrovia 
and Buchanan, have both been 
restored.

There has been major im-
provements in telecommunica-
tions. Currently, there are more 
than five mobile phone compa-
nies that have successfully been 
doing business in Liberia and in 
the last couple of years sub-
scriptions have risen to over 
500,000.

With the help of our develop-
ment partners, more schools, 
hospitals and clinics have been 
built, water and sanitation fa-
cilities have been restored, mul-
tibillion dollar concession 
agreements for mining, agricul-
ture and forestry have been 
signed.

Liberia has a free enterprise 
system and concrete steps have 
been taken to create an en-
abling environment for private-
sector investment. According to 
the Liberian Investment Incen-
tive Code of 1973, which is still 
in force today, special incen-
tives are available to investors 

in the following priority areas: 
manufacture or assembly of fin-
ished or semi-finished goods; 
agriculture, forestry and fish-
ing; mining and quarrying; 
building and construction; 
electric, gas and water; trans-
port and communications.

The government welcomes 
investors to respond to the nu-
merous opportunities that are 
available in Liberia.

The government is commit-
ted to a market economy in Li-
beria and has made a policy 
decision to privatize state-
owned enterprises. Potential 
candidates for privatization in-
clude the Liberian Electric 
Corp., the Water and Sewer 
Corp. and the Telecommunica-
tion Corp.

On behalf of the people and 
government of Liberia, let me 
seize this opportunity to reiter-
ate our support for the people of 
Japan following the March 11 
disaster. We pray that the peo-
ple of Japan will continue to 
find strength, fortitude and 
their characteristic resilience to 
overcome their grief. Liberia at-
taches importance to the friend-
ship and bilateral cooperation 
that has existed between Japan 
and Liberia for over 40 years.

Liberia feels deep sympathy 

with the Japanese people for the 
loss of loved ones and wide-
spread destruction caused by 
the earthquake, tsunami and 
nuclear disaster.

Japan stood by Liberians 
throughout their period of crisis 
by providing emergency hu-
manitarian assistance. It has 
since engaged in Liberia’s post-
conflict reconstruction in very 
significant and substantial 
ways, including assistance to-
ward the achievement of the 
United Nations’ MDGs (Millen-
nium Development Goals) reha-
bilitation of the Japanese-Libe-
rian Friendship Hospital in 
Monrovia to help reduce mater-
nal and child mortality rates, 
fight HIV/AIDS and malaria 
control.

Liberians admire the cour-
age and resilience of the Japa-
nese people. We are not sur-
prised that Japan started to 
embark on its massive recon-
struction. The government is 
prepared to make its modest 
contribution toward this mas-
sive undertaking.

Our country has an abun-
dance of natural resources that it 
is ready to put to the disposal of 
Japanese companies as a source 
of supplies for reconstruction.

The government is inviting 
Japanese companies to exploit 
the rich timber and vast forests 
of Liberia for Japan’s recon-
struction and furniture making.

Japan’s engagement in this 
area would help forge stronger 
links between the two econo-

mies and help deepen the exist-
ing cooperation between the 
two countries.

Liberia moves forward to a phase of peace, stability

Young refugees: Syrian children sit at their relatives’ house in the northern border village of Knayseh, Lebanon, on Friday. They 
were taken there two months ago by their parents, who fled violence in Homs. AP

Damascus
AFP-JIJI

The Syrian Army consolidated its 
grip on the hotbed city of Homs 
on Sunday, activists said, as em-
battled President Bashar Assad 
sacked the governor of a flash-
point province 48 hours after 
massive antiregime protests.

Security forces also rounded 
up hundreds of civilians in Da-
mascus and made arrests near 
Homs and in the town of Sara-
keb in the northwestern province 
of Idlib near the Turkish border, 
activists said.

In Homs, troops backed by 
tanks “deployed heavily in Duar 
al-Fakhura and around the neigh-
borhood of al-Nazihin,” said Ab-
del Karim Rihawi, who heads the 
Syrian League for the Defense of 

Human Rights. He said the army 
could be “preparing to carry out a 
military and security operation in 
the region.”

The London-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights also 
reported a new military deploy-
ment in Homs, quoting an activ-
ist in the central city.

“Eight tanks entered the city 
from the Duar al-Jawwiya area 
and deployed in the streets link-
ing al-Khalidiyeh” neighborhood 
to two others in the area, the ob-
servatory said. It also said secu-
rity forces made arrests in the vil-
lage of al-Sokhna, east of Homs.

More than 50 people have 
been killed in the past week in 
Homs, activists have said, accus-
ing the regime of sowing sectar-
ian strife among the city’s Chris-
tians, Sunni Muslims and Assad’s 

Alawite minority community.
Residents of Homs, Syria’s 

third-biggest city, observed a 
strike Saturday while the army 
encircled the city, cutting off its 
water and electricity. Homs has 
spearheaded demonstrations 
against Assad and his regime 
since protests erupted March 15.

The army entered the city in 
May to stop rallies calling for the 
fall of the regime, and launched 
a new operation last week.

The crackdown on dissent 
prompted condemnations on 
Friday from France and Britain. 
U.N. officials spoke of the possi-
bility of crimes against humanity 
being committed in Syria.

In Damascus, security forces 
arrested hundreds of people in 
the neighborhoods of Qabun 
and Rukneddin, which has a 

mostly Kurdish population, Ri-
hawi said. “Army units set up 
roadblocks on routes into Qa-
bun, controlling all entry and 
exit,” he said, adding that they 
had lists of wanted people.

Forty-eight hours after Fri-
day’s massive antiregime protests 
in the eastern oil hub of Deir Ez-
zor, Assad dismissed the regional 
governor, the official SANA news 
agency reported Sunday.

He issued a decree appoint-
ing Samir Othman al-Sheikh to 
replace Hussein Arnoos as gov-
ernor, the agency said.

On Friday, more than 1.2 mil-
lion Syrians demonstrated in the 
city of Deir Ezzor and in Hama 
in the north, according to Abdel 
Rahman, with more than 550,000 
marching in Deir Ezzor, a major 
center of antiregime protests. 

Syria tightens screws on Homs; governor sacked

Syria ‘to allow opposition parties’
Beirut AP
Syria’s government has endorsed a draft law that it says will allow 
the formation of political parties alongside President Bashar Assad’s 
ruling Baath Party, part of a series of promised reforms that the 
opposition has dismissed as largely symbolic.

 The draft law, which still needs parliamentary approval, would 
allow for the establishment of any political party that is not based 
on religious or tribal lines, or discriminates due to ethnicity, gender 
or race, the state-run news agency said.

Vatican recalls envoy over abuse
Vatican City AP
The Vatican made the rare move of recalling its ambassador to 
Ireland on Monday following accusations the Holy See sabotaged 
efforts by Catholic bishops to report clerical sex abuse cases to police.

Foreign Minister Eamon Gilmore had summoned papal 
ambassador Archbishop Giuseppe Leanza two weeks ago and 
demanded an official response from the Vatican. The Vatican has 
said it will issue one at the “opportune time,” but has not done so yet.

The principal aim of the recall was for direct consultations to 
prepare the Holy See’s official response, but it “does not exclude 
some degree of surprise and disappointment at certain excessive 
reactions,” said deputy spokesman the Rev. Ciro Benedettini.

Afghan militants hang 8-year-old boy
Kabul AP
Insurgents in southern Afghanistan hanged an 8-year-old boy six 
days after they abducted him, the Afghan government said Sunday. 
The boy’s captors had demanded that his father, a police officer, 
supply them with a police vehicle and he refused, said a statement 
from President Hamid Karzai’s office. The militants hanged the boy 
Friday in Helmand Province’s Gereshk district.

The statement referred to the killers as “terrorists,” but did not say if 
they belonged to the Taliban or another of the insurgent movements 
fighting foreign forces and their Afghan allies. Kidnappings have 
become common in Afghanistan, both by criminal groups looking for 
ransoms and insurgents making a political statement.

Pelosi calls for ethics probe of Wu
Portland Oregon AP
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi on Sunday called for an 
ethics panel investigation of Rep. David Wu following a published 
allegation that a young woman — reportedly the daughter of 
a family friend — reported he had engaged in “aggressive and 
unwanted sexual behavior.”

The Oregon Democrat has been facing calls to resign, but 
remained silent Sunday over the allegation. In a statement 
Sunday night, Pelosi asked the “Ethics Committee to initiate an 
investigation into the allegations against Congressman Wu.”  

Malawi military leaders reshuffled
Blantyre Malawi AP
Malawi’s president said Sunday he has reshuffled the country’s 
military leadership in the aftermath of antigovernment protests 
that left at least 18 people dead. President Bingu wa Mutharika 
announced that he has replaced the long-standing commander of 
the army, Gen. Marko Chiziko, fueling speculation that the leader 
is unhappy with the way the military dealt with the recent unrest. 
Chiziko has since been appointed national security adviser.

Last week, the response of security forces to antigovernment 
demonstrations in this southern African country left at least 18 
people dead, prompting international condemnation from the U.S., 
EU and former ruler Britain. Mutharika accused opposition leaders 
of treason and blamed them for the deaths.  

Mexico rescues 20 missing women
Mexico City AFP-JIJI
More than 1,000 people were arrested and 20 young women 
rescued in a sweeping two-day operation in an investigation of 
missing persons in northern Ciudad Juarez, officials said Sunday. 
“There were 20 minors rescued, they were women. There were also 
500 men and 530 women allegedly linked to (human) trafficking 
and sexual exploitation,” federal police said.

The operation took place Friday and Saturday in downtown 
Ciudad Juarez, where human rights groups have long attempted to 
bring attention to multiple disappearances of young women. A total 
of 59 women and girls disappeared last year in the violence-scarred 
northern border city, and 48 more in the state of Chihuahua, 
according to reports from rights groups.

IN BRIEF

Survivor: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez waves to 
supporters Sunday. AP

Caracas
AP

Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez sang and recited a poem 
in honor of independence hero 
Simon Bolivar on Sunday, ap-
pearing upbeat and energetic 
after his first week of chemother-
apy in Cuba.

Chavez said in a televised 
speech that he is optimistic he 
will survive cancer, but added 
that risks remain and that he is 
under strict orders from his doc-
tors to limit his agenda. After re-
turning to Caracas on Saturday 
night, Chavez said thorough tests 
have found no signs that any 
cancer cells have reappeared.

Chavez spoke at the child-

hood home of Bolivar on the an-
niversary of his birth, praising 
the legacy of the founding father 
after whom the president has 
named his socialist-inspired Bo-
livarian Revolution movement.   
He also recited a poem about 
Bolivar by Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda, and sang outside the 
house with a folk music group.

The president underwent sur-
gery in Cuba on June 20 to re-
move a cancerous tumor, which 
he said was the size of a baseball. 
He hasn’t said what type of can-
cer he has been diagnosed with 
or specified where exactly it was 
located, saying only that it was in 
his pelvic region. He says che-
motherapy is necessary to en-
sure cancer cells don’t reappear.

Chavez optimistic after chemo

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

Eighty percent of people in the 
latest Washington Post-ABC 
News poll described themselves 
as either “angry” or “dissatisfied” 
with the way Washington works 
— the highest that number has 
been in nearly two decades.

An additional 63 percent said 
they would prefer to vote for 
someone other than their cur-
rent member of Congress in the 
2012 election, a historic high in 
Post-ABC data on that question.

The poll was taken before the 
“grand bargain” on debt reduc-
tion being crafted by President 
Barack Obama and House Speak-
er John Boehner collapsed late 
last week amid the sort of acri-
mony and public name-calling 
sure to further sour voters on the 
ability of the two political parties 
to get nearly anything done.

Given all of the above, advo-
cates of a third party — or at the 
very least another viable option 
in the 2012 presidential race — 
seem to be sprouting up all over.

The two most prominent are 
Americans Elect, a group aimed 
at winning ballot access for an 
eventual third-party candidate, 
and No Labels, an organization 
filled with high-profile names — 
including former President 
George W. Bush’s  media consul-
tant, Mark McKinnon, and for-
mer Kentucky state Treasurer 
Jonathan Miller — designed as 
an online home for the politi-
cally disaffected.

“If you build it, they will come,” 
McKinnon said of ballot access.

There are others. Votocracy al-
lows virtually anyone to run for 
president. Ruck.us, a site devel-
oped by two former Democratic 
operatives, sorts people by com-
mon interests rather than politi-
cal leanings. The Centrist Alli-
ance, the newest entrant into the 
field, formed officially on July 4.

Those who closely monitor 
these third-party efforts say that 
not only is there an array of 
groups with similar goals but 
there also is money flowing to 
them from wealthy individuals 
trying to change the two-party 
dynamic.

“Politics has lagged our social 
and business evolution,” said 
Scott Ehredt of the Centrist Alli-
ance. “There are 30 brands of 
Pringles in our local grocery 
store. How is it that Americans 
have so much selection for po-
tato chips and only two brands 
— and not very good ones — for 
political parties?”

But a look at the recent politi-
cal past suggests that there are 
still major hurdles to turning 

voter discontent with the two 
parties into a credible third-party 
bid.

In 2008, a group of former 
elected officials and wealthy indi-
viduals formed Unity08 to — you 
guessed it — go beyond the two-
party system. (Peter Ackerman, a 
wealthy businessman, was on the 
board of Unity08 and is a major 
financial backer for Americans 
Elect.) The group never went any-
where and then greatly scaled 
back it operations after an unfa-
vorable ruling from the Federal 
Election Commission.

Although Americans Elect’s 
focus on ballot access is a criti-
cal, technical piece of the third-
party puzzle that has long been 
overlooked — every state has its 
own rules about how a candidate 
qualifies for the ballot — success 
or failure still depends on an ef-
fective messenger.

“I think you need an appeal-
ing big name, an experienced 
candidate to capture people’s 
imagination and for the move-
ment to organize around,” said 
Mark Salter, a longtime aide to 
Republican Sen. John McCain, 
and a member of No Labels.

What would that candidate 
look like?

“A sane, experienced (Ross) 
Perot,” Salter said.

Perot’s success in 1992 — the 
last time the partisan climate 
was, at least according to polls, 
this poisoned — is the model to 
which all third-party advocates 
point. He received 19 percent of 
the tally — 19 million votes. But, 
Perot came nowhere near that 
total four years later (8 million 
votes), and no third-party candi-
date has come close to it since. 
(Ralph Nader received fewer 
than 3 million votes in 2000.)

The only name mentioned 
who fits Salter’s “sane (and) ex-
perienced” description is New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
an independent, although it is 
hard to imagine what exactly 
Bloomberg’s support base will 
look like in a national race. Busi-
nessman Donald Trump, who 
recently said he might run as an 
independent, does not meet the 
Salter standard.

So although the climate is ripe 
for a third-party candidacy, it is 
not at all clear that such a cam-
paign will function as anything 
other than a spoiler for one of 
the two parties’ nominees.

“As (independent 1980 candi-
date) John Anderson and Ross 
Perot can tell you, you can make a 
splash but you can’t win without a 
major party behind you,” said Matt 
Bennett, a cofounder of Third 
Way, a group aimed at pushing 
centrist politics and policies.

Hostile climate ripe for a third party

D.C. gridlock 
angers voters

Nature: Montserrado County in Liberia is home to many 
streams and rivers. EMBASSY OF LIBERIA
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