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Cote d’Ivoire independence day / world

Boa Liliane Marie Laure
AMBASSADOR OF COTE D’IVOIRE

The Republic of Côte d’Ivoire is 
celebrating today the 51st an-
niversary of its independence. 

On this com-
memorative oc-
casion, I would 
like to extend, 
on behalf of 
H.E. Alassane 
Dramane Ouat-
tara, president 
of the Republic 

of Côte d’Ivoire, the govern-
ment and the Ivorian people, 
and on my own behalf, warm 
and deferential greetings to 
Their Imperial Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress 
Michiko, the Imperial Family, 
Prime Minister Naoto Kan, the 
government and the people of 
Japan.

I also take the opportunity to 
express to the whole people of 
Japan our compassion for the 
magnitude 9.0 earthquake that 
severely struck the northeast of 
Japan on March 11, triggering a 
devastating tsunami and a nu-
clear crisis at the Fukushima 
No. 1 nuclear power plant, 
causing thousands of deaths, a 
great number of displaced per-
sons as well as important mate-
rial damage.

To the families of the victims, 
I express our heartfelt and deep-
est condolences.

I am convinced that, with re-
gard to its history, Japan will 
find in itself the necessary en-
ergy to overcome these painful 
moments and get back, as quick 
as possible, to its former eco-
nomic performances.

Outcome of political crisis
As you may know, Côte d’Ivoire 
has recently faced political ten-
sions that surged after the pres-
idential election held on Nov. 
28, 2010. After his election vic-
tory, Ouattara was proclaimed, 
president of the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire and the swearing-in 
ceremony took place in Ya-
moussoukro, the political capi-
tal of the country, on May 21.

The recognition of  Ouattara 
in the capacity of president of 
Côte d’Ivoire put an end to one 
of the most severe political cri-
ses the country had ever faced. 

It’s consequently a salutary out-
come not only for the Ivorians 
themselves, but also for foreign 
nationals living in the country 
as well as for our development 
partners.

The holding of this presiden-
tial election was a component 
of the Political Agreement of 
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) 
signed in March 4, 2007, by the 
major involved Ivorian parties 
to end the effects of the mili-
tary crisis that started in Sep-
tember 2002.

Time for reconstruction
With the confirmation of Ouat-
tara as the president of Côte 
d’Ivoire and the nomination of 
Kigbafori Guillaume Soro as 
prime minister, a new govern-
ment was set up on June 1.

It’s now time for all Ivorians 
to rally around the government 
to create a sustainable peaceful 
environment and pursue the 
country’s efforts toward social 
and economic development.

In this context, the priorities 
of the government are, among 
others, to heal all resentments 
and restore trust among the 
Ivorians through a true recon-
ciliation process based on for-
giveness and the safeguard of 
our common interests and 
achievements.

This will then make possible 
the economic viability of the 
country in order to render it 
more attractive for foreign in-
vestments, as Côte d’Ivoire is 
blessed with natural resources 
and skilled human potential.

Thus, the country can rely on 

its prosperous agricultural sec-
tor, which remains the pivotal 
foundation of its development. It 
is therefore important to recall 
that agriculture provides about 
70 percent of the country’s ex-
port revenue, which is led by 
cocoa and coffee, and cotton, 
rubber and cashew nuts.

In the near future, it is also 
important to mention that the 
Centre National de Recherche 
Agronomique (CNRA), through 
its technological research sta-
tion, has developed a range of 
excellent-quality liquors named 
Cordial.

Besides the export crops, 
Côte d’Ivoire is ensuring its self-
sufficiency in many agricultural 
crops, such as yam, cassava and 
plantains, although rice re-
mains a critical target.

Côte d’Ivoire also has impor-
tant potentials in the mining 
and energy sectors. Several ex-
ploration works undertaken for 
many years have allowed us to 
find a lot of mineral deposits 
(iron, copper, nickel, manga-
nese, bauxite). Natural gas po-
tential is also important and the 
country is likely to increase its 
crude oil production.

Moreover, the country has a 
very good economic infrastruc-
ture, including an important 
road and railway network that 
allows rapid links between the 
main cities of the country and 
facilitates the supply of goods 
to neighboring countries. Two 

international airports, particu-
larly the one in Abidjan served 
by several international air-
lines, are offering many flights 
a week.

The country also enjoys two 
modern international harbors 
(in Abidjan and San Pedro), 
used as transit ports by some 
landlocked countries. The Abi-
djan Port Authority is progres-
sively imposing itself, not only 
as the first tuna port in Africa, 
but also as the first transit and 
transshipment port in the sub-
region; the commodities traffic 
at the Abidjan Port Authority 
continues to increase. 

Foreign investment
An attractive investment policy 
makes Côte d’Ivoire a good 
place to invest in West Africa. 
Indeed, numerous investment 
opportunities exist in the coun-
try for private business, espe-
cially in the framework of the 
transfer of the capital city to 
Yamoussoukro.

Investments are also wel-
come in the energy sector, such 
as the electrification program 
for many villages, the third 
phase of the Azito thermal 
power station, the setting up of 
a fourth thermal power station 
in Abidjan, and the intercon-
nection of the Côte d’Ivoire-
Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire-Mali 
electricity grids.

But since 2002 until the re-
cent political crisis at the end of 

2010, Côte d’Ivoire’s economic, 
industrial and business struc-
ture has suffered severe dam-
age that has plunged the coun-
try into a social and economic 
decline.

For instance, many national 
and foreign private businesses 
have lost their assets and the 
implementation of many proj-
ects and programs funded by 
our development partners have 
been suspended.

Thus, with a view to restore 
its economic viability, Côte 
d’Ivoire will continue to rely not 
only on its own efforts but also 
on cooperating with friendly 
countries and international fi-
nancial institutions.

Relations with Japan
In this regard, I would like to re-
iterate, on behalf of the govern-
ment of Côte d’Ivoire, our deep-
est gratitude to Japan, which, in 
the framework of the long-
standing and fruitful coopera-
tion between the two countries, 
has always assisted the people 
of Côte d’Ivoire.

In this connection, we also 
rely on the Japanese private sec-
tor, especially educational and 
social welfare entities such as 
Tokushukai Group, which still 
intends to provide Côte d’Ivoire 
with a medical network and 
share with us its knowhow in 
the field of hospital operations 
and maintenance.

Côte d’Ivoire also expects to 

benefit from Japan’s commit-
ment to the implementation of 
the Tokyo International Confer-
ence on African Development 
(TICAD) IV Yokohama Action 
Plan through the followup 
meetings in order to enable the 
African countries to take fur-
ther initiatives for ownership 
and appropriation of the full 
TICAD process. All this will be 
under the leadership of the Af-
rican Union in matters of eco-
nomic growth, aid for trade, 
health and education, in the 
framework of the global chal-
lenge of climate change to ad-
dress food security and poverty 
alleviation in Africa.

In this way, small-scale exhi-
bitions such as the African Festa 
in Yokohama are a good and ef-
ficient channel to promote our 
products in Japan. In the tour-
ism field, our exchanges with 
Japan have registered a signifi-
cant progress from 2000 to 2009. 
Therefore, overcoming the po-
litical crisis will make Côte 
d’Ivoire a tourism destination to 
cheer for in Africa.

In this context, Côte d’Ivoire 
also takes stock of the third TI-
CAD followup meeting in Da-
kar, Senegal, from May 1 to 2, 
when the government of Japan 
reiterated its commitment to 
faithfully implement the com-
prehensive pledges made at TI-
CAD IV.

Furthermore, the interna-
tional financial institutions 
such as the International Mon-
etary Fund, the World Bank and 
the African Development Bank 
have re-established full coop-
eration with the country since 
the end of the political crisis.

To conclude, I would like to 
express my sincere appreciation 
and gratitude to The Japan 
Times and our partners again 
this year, Tokyo Kankan Co. and 
Hotel Ibis, who, together with 
Mitsubishi Corp. and Ajinomoto 
Co., have so generously spon-
sored the embassy on this 
memorable occasion of the 51st 
anniversary. I thank them for 
their interest in Côte d’Ivoire. I 
also greet my Ivorian citizens 
who live in Japan and benefit 
from the hospitality and oppor-
tunities offered to them. They 
are the living bridge between 
Japan and Côte d’Ivoire.

On the road to reconstruction and development

H.E. Alassane Dramane 
Ouattara, president of the 
Republic of Côte d’Ivoire

Economic center: Highly industrialized and urbanized, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire’s largest city, is the 
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Agriculture: Côte d’Ivoire is a leading producer and exporter of 
cocoa beans, accounting for 46 percent of the world’s supply.   
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Resources: The offshore discovery of oil and natural gas deposits suggest plenty of potential. EMBASSY OF COTE D’IVOIRE

Under siege: Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, accused of abuse of office, is seen during her trial 
in a Kiev court last month. AP

Kiev
AP, AFP-JIJI

Acting on a judge’s orders, police 
arrested former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko during her 
abuse-of-office trial for violations 
of court procedures.

Her supporters in court Fri-
day, including national lawmak-
ers, squabbled with riot police, 
trying to prevent them from driv-
ing her away in a prison car and 
shouting: “Shame! Shame!”

Dozens of Tymoshenko’s sup-
porters then gathered outside 
the court building in central Kiev 
and tried to block the road, but 
riot police pushed them aside.

The United States and the Eu-
ropean Union have condemned 
court cases against Tymoshenko 
and several of her top allies as 
selective prosecution of political 
opponents. Germany on Friday 
expressed “great concern” about 
Tymoshenko’s arrest and said 
jailing her appeared dispropor-
tionate.

Viktor Yanukovych, Ukraine’s 
Kremlin-friendly president, 
has been accused by opposi-
tion activists and rights groups 
of trying to sideline his political 
opponents and muzzle critical 
media in a rollback on freedoms 
championed by his pro-Western 
predecessor.

The charismatic Tymoshen-
ko, the country’s top opposition 
leader, has criticized the trial as 
an attempt by Yanukovych to bar 
her from elections and mocked 
the court. Tymoshenko has re-
fused to rise when addressing 
the court, as required, and rou-
tinely insulted the judge. Her 
supporters have repeatedly dis-
rupted hearings.

Complying with the presiding 
judge’s orders, police surround-
ed Tymoshenko and escorted 
her out of the courtroom Fri-
day. Hundreds of police officers 
surrounded the prison car as it 
forced its way slowly through 
the crowd of Tymoshenko sup-
porters.

Later, Tymoshenko’s ally, Ser-
hiy Vlasenko, showed reporters 
what he called a handwritten 
note from her describing her ar-
rest as a “political repression.”

The 50-year-old opposition 
leader is charged with abusing 
her powers by signing a natural 
gas import contract with Russia 
in 2009 that prosecutors claim 
was disadvantageous to Ukraine.

Tymoshenko insists she is in-
nocent, arguing that the contract 
ended weeks of natural gas dis-
ruptions to Ukrainian and Eu-
ropean consumers and that she 
was authorized to sign the deal 
as prime minister.

On Friday, Tymoshenko was 
put in the same jail where one of 
her allies, former Interior Minis-
ter Yuri Lutsenko, has been held 
for more than six months on 
charges that he defrauded the 
government when he paid his 
driver illegal bonuses.

 Earlier Friday, Prime Minister 
Mykola Azarov and Energy Min-

ister Yuriy Boiko made surprise 
appearances to give evidence for 
prosecution.

Azarov said he had person-
ally asked Russian Prime Minis-
ter Vladimir Putin how Moscow 
could have signed a deal that 
was so disadvantageous for its 
neighbor.

“He replied that he did not 
understand the reasons himself 
and it would be better to ask 
the Ukrainian officials who were 
supposed to be representing the 
interests of Ukraine,” Azarov said.

The current government is 
looking at how to revise the con-
tracts. 

Experts in Ukraine and abroad 
believe the real motive behind 
Tymoshenko’s trial is to dis-
qualify her from the upcoming 
parliamentary and presidential 
elections by convicting her as a 
felon.

Tymoshenko was nicknamed 
Ukraine’s “gas princess” in the 
late 1990s for serving as the head 
of a leading natural gas importer. 
She was jailed briefly in 2001 on 
suspicion of smuggling gas, but 
the case never went to trial.

Tymoshenko has a long and 
bitter history with Yanukovych.

She was the central figure in 
Ukraine’s 2004 Orange Revolu-
tion mass protests that threw 
out Yanukovych’s fraud-tainted 
victory in a presidential elec-
tion and led to another vote that 
brought a pro-Western govern-
ment to power.

Tymoshenko became prime 
minister, but Ukrainians grew 
frustrated by economic hard-
ships, slow reforms and endless 
bickering in the Orange camp. As 
a result, she lost to Yanukovych 
in the 2010 presidential election.

Tymoshenko’s party said it 
would mobilize its supporters 
and call street protests.

One ally, Serhiy Pashinsky, 
said, “Tymoshenko’s arrest is a 
verdict against the government 
and the beginning of its end.”

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement Friday that the 
2009 gas deal was signed in strict 
conformity with Russian and 
Ukrainian law on orders from the 
two nations’ presidents. In what 
sounded like a note of criticism, 
the ministry said Russia expects 
Tymoshenko’s trial to be fair and 
in line with “elementary human-
itarian norms.” 

Ukraine ex-premier defies abuse-of-office trial

Tymoshenko 
arrested, jailed

Mykola Azarov
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