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Pakistan independence day

Seishiro Eto
PRESIDENT, JAPAN–PAKISTAN 
PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FRIENDSHIP 
LEAGUE; VICE SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

On behalf of the 
Japan–Pakistan 
Parliamentari-
ans’ Friendship 
League, I send 
our most sin-
cere congratu-
lations to the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
and people of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan on the auspi-
cious occasion of the 64th an-
niversary of their country’s In-
dependence Day on Aug. 14.

H.E. Asif Ali Zardari, presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, visited Japan in Feb-
ruary, and I had the honor and 
privilege to welcome him and 
dine with him along with other 
members of the Japan–Pakistan 
Parliamentarians’ Friendship 
League, of which I am Presi-
dent. It is good to see the in-
creased exchanges between our 
countries.

On March 11, Japan was hit 
by the largest earthquake in our 
recorded history, followed by a 
gigantic tsunami, which 
claimed numerous lives. I am 
truly grateful that the govern-
ment and the people of Pakistan 
have extended warm support to 
us. Encouraged by your affec-
tion and friendship, we are de-
termined to continue exerting 

our utmost efforts toward swift 
and positive reconstruction of 
the affected areas and for a re-
newed eastern Japan that can 
hope again. 

The accident at the nuclear 
power plant brought about by 
the natural disaster has caused 
great concern, even to the peo-
ple of Pakistan. We have been 
working to normalize the situa-
tion by concentrating all kinds 
of expertise of people from 
home and abroad, and are re-
solved to provide accurate infor-
mation promptly. 

In Pakistan, the great earth-
quake in 2005 and the torrential 
rains last year inflicted im-
mense damage. As both Paki-
stan and Japan are often struck 
by natural disasters, I believe 
that this is an area in which we 
can work to help each other.

Next year will mark the 60th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations 
between our countries. I hope 
that in this memorable year, 
the bilateral relationship will 
be further strengthened, and 
with the members of my 
league, I am determined to 
work hard for the further ad-
vancement of mutual under-
standing and friendship be-
tween our countries.

Again, expressing my sincere 
congratulations on the occa-
sion of Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day, I close by offering 
best wishes for your country’s 
prosperity.

Encouragement from 
Pakistan helps Japan 
after natural disaster

Noor Muhammad Jadmani
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

Aug. 14, the In-
d e p e n d e n c e 
Day of Pakistan, 
is a significant 
event for the 
people of Paki-
stan as they cel-
ebrate it each 
year with a spir-

it of patriotism and great enthu-
siasm within the country and 
overseas.

On this day 64 years ago, a 
separate homeland was created 
wherein we could live in free-
dom and shape our lives ac-
cording to our values. Today, 
therefore, is marked as a water-
shed in the history of the coun-
try, and an occasion for joy and 
celebrations.

To commemorate this his-
toric occasion, I express on my 
own behalf and on behalf of my 
compatriots in Japan our re-
spectful and sincere greetings 
to Their Imperial Majesties the 
Emperor Akihito and Empress 
Michiko, the Imperial Family, 

H.E. Prime Minister Naoto Kan 
and the government and friend-
ly people of Japan. 

Since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations in 1952, 
Pakistan and Japan have en-
joyed very cordial relations. Our 
two countries are in sync on 
many regional and internation-
al issues. The high-level con-
tacts between the two countries 
have augmented Japan-Pakistan 
ties. President Asif Ali Zardari’s 
recent visit to Japan, after his 

first visit in 2009, reflects the 
significance of Japan for Paki-
stan as a main development and 
trade partner, and a major  
Asian power that strongly sup-
ports peace and stability in 
South Asia.

The presence of leading Japa-
nese companies, such as Toyota, 
Honda, Suzuki and Hino, in 
Pakistan is reflective of Paki-
stan’s market potential. Paki-
stan offers tremendous oppor-
tunities to Japanese companies 

in various sectors, including 
power generation, agriculture, 
mining, oil and gas exploration.

Pakistan has one of the larg-
est coal reserves in the world at 
Thar, in Sindh Province, which 
needs to be put to optimum 
utility with technology. The gov-
ernment of Pakistan offers 
many incentives to foreign com-
panies, including irrevocable 
confirm purchase agreements 
for electricity by the Water and 
Power Development Authority 
(WAPDA) of Pakistan for a stip-
ulated time that could be ex-
tended accordingly.

Not only has Japan been a 
strong development partner of 
Pakistan in various sectors of its 
economy, but it has always 
helped us during the natural ca-
lamities such as the earthquake 
of 2005 and the floods in 2010. 

This year has been challeng-
ing for our Japanese friends as 
the Great East Japan Earth-
quake that hit the Tohoku re-
gion on March 11 resulted in 
huge human and material loss. 
On behalf of the government 
and the people of Pakistan, I 

offer my sincere and heartfelt 
condolences to all Japanese 
friends. Pakistan’s top leaders 
visited Japan’s Embassy in Is-
lamabad to offer their condo-
lences to those who lost their 
lives, and expressed solidarity 
with the affected people of the 
earthquake- and tsunami-hit 
areas and the government of 
Japan. 

Given Japan’s national re-
solve, we are confident that Ja-
pan will emerge stronger from 
these challenges. I have myself 
witnessed the resilience, cour-
age and strong determination of 
our Japanese friends during my 
visit to Sendai and Morioka, 

Iwate Prefecture, on March 16 
and subsequent tours of the re-
gion. The tragedy that befell the 
friendly people of Japan has 
profoundly touched the Paki-
stanis living in Japan. Many of 
our volunteer groups reached 
the region as early as March 14 
to show solidarity with the af-
fected people by preparing food 
and extending services. This 
was a humble effort to express 
gratitude to our Japanese 
friends for their laudable assis-
tance to Pakistan during our 
natural calamities. Our prayers 
and support are with our Japa-
nese friends in the critical mo-
ment of this nation.

Partnership with Japan based 
on more than economic ties 

Teruo Asada
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-PAKISTAN BUSINESS 
COOPERATION COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Japan-
Pakistan Business 
Cooperation Committee, 
I would like to express 
my sincere 
congratulations to the 
people of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan on 
the occasion of Pakistan’s 
Independence Day.

Pakistan has been blessed with 
abundant natural and human resources. 
The country is growing in importance as a 
source of cost-effective, highly skilled and 
semi-skilled labor. Copious opportunities 
for investors (Japanese and otherwise) 

and the strong performance of the 
manufacturing sector make Pakistan a 
highly attractive destination in Asia. 
Foreign investment in energy, textiles, 
auto parts and pharmaceutical products 
offers high returns, while other promising 
fields include petrochemicals and cement 
production. It is very encouraging that 
leading Japanese companies, such as 
Toyota, Honda, and Suzuki, are already 
operating in Pakistan and gradually 
expanding their manufacturing and 
assembly operations.

As chairman of the Japan-Pakistan 
Business Cooperation Committee, I am 
of the view that the two countries will 
continue to enhance existing trade ties. 
At the same time, it is clear that 
opportunities are growing for Japanese 
companies to invest in Pakistan’s 

economy, from manufacturing and 
infrastructure development to energy 
and telecommunications. Pakistan’s ideal 
geographic location gives it an edge over 
other countries in the region. The 
presence of foreign investment and 
manufacturing companies will not only 
benefit Pakistan’s enormous domestic 
market of more than 170 million people, 
it will also make it easier for Pakistan’s 
businesses to market their products in 
the Central Asian republics and the 
Middle East.

In closing, please allow us to again offer 
our congratulations and to reiterate our 
firm belief in Pakistan’s growing economic 
and social potential. In the days ahead, the 
Japan-Pakistan Business Cooperation 
Committee will continue to work to further 
ties between our two nations.

Continuing to enhance trade relations as investment opportunities grow

Mountains, the great masses 
that stand high against the skies 
and take up a quarter of all the 
land, are nature’s most spec-
tacular work upon Earth, no-
where more so than in the 
northern part of Pakistan. 

Through centuries, these ma-
jestic and mysterious moun-
tains have lured nature lovers, 
adventurers and empire build-
ers alike. In fact, Pakistan is the 
only country where all three 
world-famous mountain ranges 
meet — the Karakorams, the 
Himalayas and the Hindu Kush.

In comparison to the Hima-
layas and the Karakorams, the 
Hindu Kush is a smaller range. 

The Karakorams are a unique 
range of mountains in more 
than one respect. They possess 
the loftiest peaks in the world 
within the smallest area. Within 
a radius of 160 km of the towns 
of Gilgit and Skardu there are as 
many as 100 peaks ranging from 
5,500 meters to the world’s sec-
ond highest peak, K2, at 8,611 
meters.

The Karakoram area is also 
the most glaciated area outside 
the polar region, containing 
some of the longest glaciers in 
the world, such as Siachen, 
which is about 74 km long. 
Apart from it, there are other 
large glaciers, including Batura, 

Godwin-Austen, Baltoro, Biafo, 
Chogolisa, Gondokhoro, Hispar 
and Yazgil. 

Nanga Parbat has long been 
regarded as the most treacher-
ous mountain peak. Many leg-
ends have been spun around 
this peak and one can hear 
many tales from the local peo-
ple and porters. Beyond the 
Nanga Parbat, the higher sum-
mits are all found grouped to-
gether into the central sector of 
the chain. 

The great range of the Hima-
layas, besides having the world’s 
highest summit, Mount Everest 
(8,848 meters in Nepal), has the 
most majestic peak of the Kara-

korams, K2. It is located near 
the Baltoro Glacier in the ex-
treme north of Baltistan, just on 
the China-Pakistan border, with 
the boundary between the two 
countries passing over K2.

This peak is known not only 
because it is the second highest 
peak of the world but also for 
the large number of attempts 
that were made for its conquest 
by various mountaineering ex-
peditions from various parts of 
the world during the past hun-
dred years or so. After many un-
successful attempts by many 
expeditions from various coun-
tries, this king of the mountains  

Attracting adventurers, foreign investors alike
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was, however, conquered on 
July 31, 1954, by two Italians, 
Lino Lacedelli and Achille Com-
pagnoni. 

Mountains will continue to 
beckon mountaineers, promis-
ing a never-ending source of 
mountaineering pleasure full of 
thrills, excitement and the chal-
lenge of an adventure as limit-
less as the many mountains of 
Pakistan.

Besides tourism, the present 
democratic government of Pak-
istan is actively promoting trade 
and investment in the country 
to pave the way for sustained 
economic growth. Pakistan, 
with positive growth trajectory 
over the years despite global 
economic turmoil, is focusing 
on the development and up-
grading of various sectors of the 
economy: agriculture, textiles, 
telecoms, IT, energy, power, ser-
vices, construction and housing. 
These sectors are open for for-
eign investment with attractive 
incentives. 

Pakistan has 2 billion tons of 
iron ore reserves that are avail-
able for commercial exploita-
tion. Expressions of interest 
(EOIs) have recently been invit-
ed for prequalification of foreign 
consultants for evaluation of 
iron ore deposits found in Pun-
jab Province. Iron ore reserves 
in Punjab amount to more than 
920 million tons, out of which 
780 million tons are proven re-
serves.

Pakistan is one of the ancient 
homes of cotton cultivation. 

Pakistan is fourth largest pro-
ducer of cotton, the third largest 
exporter of raw cotton and a 
leading exporter of yarn in the 
world. Cotton is not only an ex-
port-earning crop, but also pro-
vides raw material to the local 
textile industry. This will be an-
other sector that investors could 
venture into. 

Opportunities in the infor-
mation technology sector are 
unlimited and include develop-
ment of IT incubators, joint ven-
tures with foreign software 
houses, establishing Internet 
cities and parks to achieve criti-
cal mass of high-tech compa-
nies and development of the 
computer hardware industry 
through the transfer of technol-
ogy.

Oil and gas exploration is 
currently attracting huge for-
eign investment. The prospects 
for discovery of big oil and gas 
reservoirs are brighter than 
many other countries in the re-
gion. Pakistan has a well-de-
veloped natural gas distribu-
tion system all around the 
country.

Being the sixth most popu-
lous country in the world, hav-
ing a young demographic pro-
file, abundant availability of 
skilled manpower, rich mineral 
resources and bumper agricul-
ture production, Pakistan is an 
attractive destination for inves-
tors. Pakistan falls among the 
middle-income countries and 
the presence of a large middle 
class provides a vast local mar-
ket for businesses as well.

Land of natural wealth, wonder
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  4 

Capital: Constructed during the 1960s, Islamabad is the 
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Majestic: Many of the highest peaks in the world are found in 
Pakistan. EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN

London
AP

Former New York Police Com-
missioner William Bratton will 
advise the British government 
on gangs in the wake of riot-
ing in London, Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s office said 
Friday.

Downing Street said in a state-
ment that Cameron had spoken 
with Bratton earlier in the day 
and thanked him for agreeing to 
make himself available for a se-
ries of meetings in the U.K. this 
fall to share his expertise tackling 
gang violence.

Bratton — who gained fame 
by fighting crime with innova-
tion and bravado as he headed 
police departments in New 
York, Boston and Los Angeles, 
and is now a prominent securi-
ty consultant — said that scenes 
of police overwhelmed by riot-
ing in London show a need for 
more minority officers and oth-
er long-term solutions that have 
worked in New York and other 
U.S. cities.

“This is a prime minister who 
has a clear idea of what he wants 
to do,” Bratton said. “He sees this 
crisis as a way to bring change. 
The police force there can be a 
catalyst for that. I’m very opti-
mistic.”

Bratton, 63, left the Los An-
geles police in 2009 and is now 
chairman of Kroll, a Manhattan-
based private security firm. 

Bratton said he believes Brit-
ish police need to focus on quell-
ing racial tensions by collaborat-
ing more with community lead-

ers and civil rights groups. He 
also said social media sites can 
be a useful tool for law enforce-
ment trying to monitor gang ac-
tivities.

“The idea is to get ahead of 
the violence rather than just re-
act to it,” he said.

Another part of the potential 
long-term solution for London’s 
Metropolitan Police, widely 
known as Scotland Yard, is to 
become more racially diverse, 
Bratton said.

“Part of the issue going for-
ward is how to make policing 
more attractive to a changing 
population,” he said.

Los Angeles and New York 
have benefited from police forces 
that “reflect the ethnic makeup 
of the cities,” he said.

Over the past two decades, 
Bratton has gained a reputation 
as a bold leader who refocused 
police departments in cities 
struggling with spikes in gang 
and other violence.

When Bratton stepped in as 
Boston’s police commissioner 
in 1991, the city was still be-
ing rocked by the violence that 
gripped many U.S. cities in the 
late 1980s as potent and addic-
tive crack cocaine flooded urban 
neighborhoods. The ensuing 
gang turf wars forced a dramatic 
spike in the city’s murder rate, 
hitting a high of 153 people in 
1990.

One of the steps Bratton took 
to curb the violence was to deliv-
er a list of about 400 of the city’s 
gang and drug kingpins to then-
Mayor Raymond Flynn, who had 
appointed him police chief.

Flynn said Bratton wanted di-
rect indictments for as many as 
possible, sweeping some of the 
city’s most violent criminals off 
the street for up to a decade.

Throughout the decade, Bos-
ton’s murder rate steadily fell to 
35 in 1998. Soon top political 
figures, including former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, hailed the 
“Boston Miracle” with a good 
portion of the credit going to 
Bratton.

“When police are out in the 
neighborhood on an ongoing 
basis, there’s a trust relationship 
that’s built up,” said Sen. Sonia 
Chang-Diaz, whose district in-
cludes Jamaica Plain, one of the 
city’s most racially and ethnically 
diverse neighborhoods. “It’s a 
strong model.”

In 1993, New York Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani recruited 
Bratton to help him pursue his 
administration’s law-and-order 
agenda.

Bratton soon won admirers 
on Wall Street by applying cor-

porate management techniques 
to big-city policing: A new set of 
chiefs “re-engineered” the de-
partment to track lesser crimes 
by computer and thwart them 
before they evolved into any-
thing worse.

In his first two years with the 
New York Police Department, 
reports of serious crime dropped 
27 percent, matching levels not 
seen since the 1960s. Homicides 
alone fell nearly 40 percent.

But Bratton resigned in 1996 
amid persistent rumors that Giu-
liani was fed up with all the me-
dia attention the commissioner 
was getting.

In Los Angeles, Bratton again 
displayed a politician’s deft 
touch with the city’s diverse 
communities while showing 
his formula for knocking down 
crime rates was portable: When 
Bratton left the West Coast in 
2009 after seven years on the job, 
crime in the nation’s second-
largest city had dropped to levels 
not seen since the 1950s.

He became chief of the Los 
Angeles Police Department 
in 2002, when the agency was 
struggling to recover from a cor-
ruption scandal, under federal 
oversight and saddled with a tar-
nished image from the 1991 vid-
eotaped attack on Rodney King, 
a black motorist whose beating 
by four white police officers led 
to a riot after the officers were 
acquitted in a criminal trial.

Bratton left widely credited 
with ushering in an era of safer 
streets and improved relations 
between police and the people 
they protect.

Noted U.S. law enforcer Bratton to advise London in wake of unrest

London
AP

It wasn’t long ago that David 
Cameron launched what be-
came known as his “Hug a 
Hoodie” campaign — an initia-
tive born of a public outcry over 
Britain’s ill-behaved youths, and 
one that ended in ridicule when 
hooded youths mocked the then 
opposition leader during a photo 
opportunity.

Now as prime minister, Cam-
eron is opting for tough love in 
the wake of Britain’s riots.

He has declared anyone con-
victed in the unrest will be jailed, 
and he has even warned rioters 
that they may be kicked out of 
state-subsidized housing. “We 
will track you down, we will find 
you, we will charge you, we will 
punish you,” he said.

Some critics say the hardline 
stance falls short.

Among them are law-enforce-
ment officials and youth workers 
who claim Britain has taken too 
soft an approach to juvenile of-
fenders. Too many receive cau-
tions, which they ignore. Oth-
ers have been given Anti-Social 
Behavior Orders, an invention 
of the previous Labour govern-
ment that have been derided as 
largely ineffective, and of even 
being used as a badge of honor 
by delinquent youths. The ones 
who have ended up in juvenile 
detention centers often have ac-
cess to luxuries such as PlaySta-
tions or computer games.

“There is frustration because 
a lot of these people are people 
frontline officers have dealt with 
before,” said Andy Trotter, chief 
constable of British Transport 
Police who is helping police with 
the riots.

“The approach to juvenile jus-
tice has often been to use cau-
tions and then further cautions. 
There’s nothing wrong with trying 
to rehabilitate them, but there has 
also been this lack of sanction.”

Sanction is very much on the 
minds of police, politicians and 
judges since four nights of riots 
wreaked havoc in London and 
other English cities. More than 
1,700 people have been arrested 
and almost 700 charged in Lon-
don alone, as officials try to show 
the rioters — and the British 
public — that they are in control.

Since Wednesday, several 
courts around the country sat 
overnight to dispense swift justice 
to the accused, most of whom 
are in their teens or early 20s. Po-
lice said about half those charged 
in London were 18 or under.

Some have pleaded guilty 
and in most cases received jail 
sentences — or were sent to a 
higher court with the power to 
impose longer terms of impris-
onment. A majority have not 
been granted bail as they await 
their next hearing.

To liberal-minded observers, 
some of the punishments appear 
harsh. Londoner Nicholas Robin-
son received six months in jail for 
stealing a case of water valued at 
£3.50 ($5.70) from a looted super-
market. The 23-year-old student 
had no previous convictions and 
his lawyer said he took the water 
on impulse because he was thirsty.

In Manchester, 20-year-old 
Jordan Kelly was sentenced to 
six months for “going equipped 
for burglary.” He was caught car-
rying a garbage bag and a home-
made ski mask.

Rajinder Claire, a lawyer for 
several of the accused, said sus-
pects who would normally get 
bail were being remanded in 
custody.

Britain has one of the highest 

rates of youth offenders in Europe 
and one of the highest incidences 
of violent youth crime, according 
to European Union statistics. It 
also locks up more young people 
than most of its neighbors. In 
June, 2,253 youths aged 18 and 
under were in custody.

Britain’s jails and detention 
centers are also near maximum 
capacity — the prison popula-
tion in England and Wales is at a 
record high of 85,931, according 
to government statistics released 
Friday. Officials say said the 
2,100 empty spaces in the system 
are enough to accommodate the 
flood of rioters.

But some who work with 
young offenders say the statistics 
mask ineffective policy.

“In Britain we have no real 
punitive measures,” said Andrew, 
a youth social services worker 
who asked to only be identified 
by his first name. “There’s loads 
of carrot and absolutely no stick. 
You need a mix of both.”

He said in the six years that 
he’s been employed in Britain’s 

juvenile justice system, few of the 
youth offenders he’s worked with 
have been rehabilitated.

“You’re not even allowed to 
call their detention rooms cells 
because people believe you’ll 
destroy their self-esteem,” he 
said. “I would agree with trying 
some soft approaches if they 
worked but I haven’t seen that 
they have.”

Some say failings in Britain’s 
approach to dealing with juve-
nile offenders were laid bare 
when a Muslim youth was mur-
dered in a youth facility.

Zahid Mubarek, 19, was beat-
en to death by Robert Stewart 
in March 2000 at the Feltham 
Young Offender Institution. He 
was bludgeoned to death with a 
table leg the day he was due to 
be released.

A report into the incident 
identified 186 failings that con-
tributed to his death, including 
a crowded prison system ham-
strung by a lack of staff, morale 
and resources.

In the U.S., the approach 
toward juvenile offenders dif-
fers among states. Several have 
begun asking judges to send 
young offenders to community 
programs or group homes, us-
ing youth prisons or detention 
centers as a last resort because 
of recidivism rates of up to 80 
percent following detention, and 
because the prisons are more 
expensive. Missouri, which has 
become a national model for the 
community-based approach, has 
reported cutting its recidivism 
rate to 30 percent.

In New York,with an empha-
sis on working with children and 
families at home, the number of 
youths locked up dropped from 
2,313 to 627 in the last decade, 
with the state closing 10 deten-
tion centers.

Youths from age 7 to 15 are 
considered juvenile delinquents 
with their cases heard in Family 
Court. At 16 to 18, they may be 
sent to adult court and face ac-
tual prison time or they can be 
treated as youthful offenders for 
a first offense with a sentence of 
less than four years.

In Britain, youths under 18 are 
usually sent to facilities for youth 
offenders.

Trotter recalls his own child-
hood in Britain when everyone 
knew “the borstal boy,” a term 
referring to a type of youth prison.

“There was a sense of social 
shame then, but in a more chal-
lenged and anonymous society, 
that sense of wrong is more di-
luted,” Trotter said.

“There are no easy answers 
for this — it’s not the fault of sin-
gle moms, politicians or bankers 
— but this is a real watershed 
moment for society, and hope-
fully something good can come 
out of all of this.”

U.K. hardens juvenile justice stance

Burned: Home Secretary Theresa May inspects the remains of the Sony Distribution Center in Enfield, north London, Friday. AP
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Physicists in the U.S. on 
Wednesday notched up a 
lab success in the quest for 
quantum computers, which 
have been nicknamed 
“supercomputers on 
steroids.”

Atoms can be excited 
to a quantum condition 
using microwaves, an 
advance over larger and 
bulkier lasers, until now the 
only way to achieve this 
essential state, they said.

In theory, it means that 
quantum computers — if 
commercially feasible — 
could be as tiny as a small 
book, the team reported in 
the science journal Nature.

“It is conceivable a 
modest-sized quantum 
computer could eventually 
look like a smartphone 
combined with a laser 
pointer-like device,” said 
Dietrich Leibfried of the 
U.S. National Institute of 
Standards and Technology.

 The idea behind 
quantum computing is to 
exploit a weird discovery 
of particle physics. When 
two particles interact, 
they become “entangled,” 
which means one particle 
affects the other.  In 
“entanglement,” particles 
also go into a state called 
superposition.

Today’s computers use a 
binary code, in which data 
is stored in a bit that could 
be either zero or 1. But in 
superposition, a quantum 
bit, or qubit, could be either 
zero or one, or both zero 
and one at the same time.

This potentially offers 
a massive increase in 
data storage, which 
could greatly help in such 
number-crunching tasks as 
climate-change simulation.

In the new experiments, 
NIST physicists held 
two magnesium ions 
in a “trap” consisting of 
electromagnetic fields.

The ions hovered just 
above a chip consisting 
of gold electrodes, some 
of which were activated 
to create targeted pulses 
of microwave energy. The 
microwaves produced 
minute magnetic fields to 
manipulate the spin of the 
ions so that they reached 
entanglement.

The scientists hit the 
spot 76 percent of the time, 
above the threshold of 50 
percent necessary to define 
the onset of quantum 
properties.

 Lasers are still needed 
in the new technique: 
Low-powered ultraviolet 
lasers kept the ions cool 
and were used to measure 
the results. But if many 
practical hurdles are 
overcome, this should 
not be a problem for 
miniaturizing the quantum 
computer of the future.

“Quantum computing 
is likely to revolutionise 
many areas of science, 
and we have only just 
started to appreciate its true 
potential,” said Winfried 
Hensinger of Britain’s 
Sussex University.

Microwave 
breakthrough 
in quantum 
computing

American Postal Workers Union, 
one of four postal unions. “It’s 
the same group that almost 
brought this country to collapse 
over the debt ceiling.” 

The Postal Service’s proposal 
is the latest turn in an increas-
ingly urgent battle over what to 
do with a storied institution that 
is struggling with stiff competi-
tion, declining demand in a digi-
tal age and a conflicted identity.

Since 1970, the Postal Service 
has operated as a quasi-private 
monopoly that receives virtually 
no taxpayer support. It is ham-
strung in competing with pri-
vate companies such as FedEx 
and UPS because it cannot raise 
prices above a certain level, it 
must maintain minimum levels 
of service and it must now make 
the annual retiree payments.

Experts said the proposal to 
break open labor contracts was 
probably a negotiating stance 
to force Congress to take action 
in loosening the service’s con-
straints. Agency spokesman Da-
vid Partenheimer said as much 
in a statement Friday night.

“The strategy, as explained by 
the postmaster general, is to act 
on what is within the Postal Ser-
vice’s control because we can’t 
change what’s in Congress’ con-
trol,” he said. 

“Everything is on the table, 
and Congress has not provid-
ed solutions to give the Postal 
Service a sustainable business 
model. If we put options and 
proposals out there, it’s at least 
a starting point rather than wait-
ing for Congress to come up with 
proposals.”

On Capitol Hill, congressional 

aides said their bosses would ad-
dress the Postal Service’s woes 
first thing after the August recess.

Lawmakers have been enter-
taining two contrasting solutions. 
California Republican Rep. Dar-
rell Issa, chairman of the House 
committee that oversees postal 
issues, wants to put the Postal 
Service under the direction of a 
receiver board that could break 
contracts and sell assets.

Democrats Rep. Stephen 
Lynch of Massachusetts and 
Sen. Thomas Carper of Delaware 
have proposed bills that would 
give the agency more freedom to 
close post offices and allow it to 
make the $5.5 billion payments 
from a separate pension surplus. 
These bills have drawn some Re-
publican support.

 Since mail volume began to 
plummet with the 2008 reces-

sion, the Postal Service has cut 
costs by almost $10 billion and 
shrunk its workforce through 
attrition and early retirement 
plans by 212,000, to 563,000. The 
agency announced in July that it 
hopes to mothball 3,700 unprof-
itable post offices on top of 700 
other planned closures.

New contracts signed this year 
gave the agency more flexibility 
to schedule work during busy 
times. 

But it continues to hemor-
rhage money and is on track to 
lose $9 billion by the end of the 
fiscal year in September, includ-
ing the retiree payment.

Critics of the system argue 
that a restructuring like the one 
proposed last week is the only 
solution. The Postal Service 
spends 80 cents of every dol-
lar on labor costs, the legacy of 

strong unions and a business 
focused on door-to-door service.

Unlike most other federal 
workers, postal employees have 
collective bargaining rights, wag-
es and benefits. Congress sets 
pay levels and benefits for most 
other federal employees under 
the General Schedule. Postal 
workers contribute a smaller 
share of their salary to their 
health plan than other federal 
workers, and all enjoy the most 
generous pension in the federal 
system.

That is not sustainable, said 
George Mason economist Chris-
tine Pommerening. “There is lit-
tle choice other than structurally 
changing the labor force . . . and a 
change in the benefits structure,” 
she said.

The Postal Service’s proposal 
would shift new employees into 

a 401(k)-type savings plan and 
into a new health plan overseen 
by the agency. The Postal Service 
says it would need to break open 
contracts to do the layoffs, since 
most of its union contracts re-
strict layoffs to workers who have 
served less than six years. The 
layoffs would be done by 2015.

James Sauber, chief of staff for 
the National Association of Let-
ter Carriers, rejected this, saying 
current contracts allowed for 
thousands of layoffs. His union 
is set to negotiate a new contract 
this month, and the Postal Ser-
vice could bring up its demands 
then.

“All of these issues can be 
discussed at the table,” he said. 
“We’re very puzzled why they 
would drop a bomb on the 
process before it got out of the 
gates.”

U.S. Postal Service plans to break contracts, lay off 120,000 staffers
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Police, youth 
workers say 
soft approach 
not working
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