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Uzbekistan independence day/world

This year, the people of Uzbeki-
stan widely celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of independence. 
Over the past years of indepen-
dence, Uzbekistan has made 
significant progress in all 
spheres of life and achieved 
great successes, which are the 
results of the wise policy of H.E. 
President of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan Islam Karimov. 

The essence and substance of 
the model of development, 
which was elaborated and is be-
ing put into practice today, is to 
drastically change and renew 
the state and constitutional or-
der; implement political, eco-
nomic and social reforms based 
on the de-ideologization of the 
economy and its priority over 
politics, giving the state the role 
of a major reformer (i.e., the 
functions of an initiator and co-
ordinator of reforms); ensuring 
the rule of law; providing strong 
social policy; and implementing 
the reforms on a gradual basis. 

Uzbekistan attaches great im-
portance to the comprehensive 
development of civil society, ef-
ficient interaction of the legisla-
tive and executive authorities, 
judicial and legal reforms, eco-
nomic reforms, as well as the 
training of professionals capable 
of making their own contribu-
tions to the practical implemen-
tation of the initiated reforms. 

This way of development, and 
further implementation of dem-
ocratic and economic reforms, 
will surely serve the progressive 
development of Uzbekistan.

Thanks to measures taken un-
der the leadership of President 
Karimov, Uzbekistan’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in less 
than 20 years of independent de-
velopment grew by 3.5 times and 
per capita ratio by 2.5 times. Real 
income of the people increased 
by 3.8 times while the state ex-
penses for social security of the 
population grew by five times, 
which resulted in a significant 
improvement of living standards. 

Over the last few years the 
economy of Uzbekistan has 
grown by a yearly rate of be-
tween 7 and 9 percent. Accord-
ing to the results from 2010, the 
growth of GDP in Uzbekistan 
reached 8.5 percent, which is 
one of the highest rates in the 
world. The capacity of commer-
cial production has increased to 
8.3 percent, agricultural produc-
tion to 6.8 percent, services to 
13.4 percent and construction to 
9 percent. The state budget has 
been implemented with a profi-
ciency of 0.3 percent to GDP.

The export capacity has in-
creased to 10.8 percent. In 2010, 
capital investments development 
increased to 13.6 percent, and 
including direct investments and 
credits to 10.5 percent. Uzbeki-
stan has become a full member 
of more than 30 international 
economic and financial organi-
zations. Uzbekistan has estab-
lished trade and economic rela-
tions with more than 180 coun-
tries and exports products to 170 
countries. Uzbekistan has con-
cluded agreements on the liber-

alization, encouragement and 
protection of investments that 
provide full protection and safety 
of investments with 50 countries. 
The country also has agreements 
on most favored nation treat-
ment with 45 countries. 

As a whole, due to a favorable 
investment environment creat-
ed for foreign and local inves-
tors, the total investment in the 
Uzbek economy has exceeded 
$100 billion during the years of 
independence, and from the to-
tal, over $35 billion are funds 
from foreign investors.

As a result of implementing 
the state program “Year of small 
business and private entrepre-
neurship,” approved by the pres-
ident, and other acts of legisla-
tion, through only the first half 
of 2011 more than 22,800 small 
business entities were regis-
tered. Subjects of small business 
and private entrepreneurship 
created 331,200 new jobs. The 
industrial production volume of 
small businesses increased by 
20.4 percent, while exports and 
sales of products through ex-
changes grew 1.5 times. 

From all advantages, the key 
factors of success in business in 
Uzbekistan are a rich raw mate-
rials base, advantageous geo-
graphical location in the center 
of the largest regional markets, 
transportation and logistics sys-
tems integrated into overland 
and air routes, lines of commu-
nication of international signifi-
cance, a diversified industrial 
base, and scientific and intellec-
tual human resource potential.

Unprecedented tax incentives 
are created for enterprises en-
gaged in production activities in 
the territory of the newly creat-
ed Free Industrial Economic 
Zone (FIEZ) in the Navoi region. 
The benefits in the zone, creat-
ed on the initiative of President 
Karimov, include the exemption 
of all taxes and customs in the 
territory of the republic, making 
the FIEZ in the Navoi region one 
of the most liberal and attrac-
tive such zones in the world. 
Proximity to vast product mar-
kets and the developed trans-
portation infrastructure of Uz-

bekistan, integrated into the 
multimodal communication 
system of Eurasia, determine 
promising investment, trade 
and economic cooperation. For-
eign companies, investing in 
Uzbekistan, get an opportunity 
to enter the five largest and 
most dynamically growing mar-
kets of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) coun-
tries, with more than 300 mil-
lion people: Central and Eastern 
Europe, South and Southeast 
Asia, and the Middle East.

During independence, mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation be-
tween Uzbekistan and Japan in 
all areas has been lifted up to 
the level of strategic partner-
ship. In January 2012, Uzbeki-
stan and Japan will celebrate 
the 20th year since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations. 
Uzbekistan and Japan in 2002 
signed a Joint Statement on 
Friendship, Strategic Partner-
ship and Cooperation in Tokyo, 
a logical outcome of the ex-
panding bilateral interactions.

The political dialogue re-
ceived an additional boost dur-
ing the then Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi’s official visit to 
Uzbekistan in August 2006. In 
May 2010, within the 43rd An-
nual Meeting of the Board of 
Governors of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank in Tashkent, Pres-
ident Karimov met with the 
Japanese delegation headed by 
the then Deputy Prime Minister 
Naoto Kan. 

During the official visit from 
Feb. 8-10, 2011, President Kari-
mov met with His Imperial Maj-
esty Emperor Akihito, Prime 
Minister Kan, speakers of the 
upper and lower houses of the 
Diet, Takeo Nishioka and Taka-
hiro Yokomichi, Minister of For-
eign Affairs Seiji Maehara, and 
the leaders and members of par-
liamentary groups of friendship, 
the DPJ–Uzbekistan and LDP-
Uzbekistan. 

During the talks, the sides 
carried out an extensive and 
productive dialogue on the cur-
rent state and prospects of rela-
tions between Uzbekistan and 
Japan in a wide array of cooper-

ation areas. President Karimov 
and Prime Minister Kan signed 
a joint statement, which reflect-
ed an assessment of the current 
state and prospects of Uzbek-
Japanese relations, as well as 
common approaches to coop-
eration in the international are-
na. The sides noted that the 
reached agreements and 
penned documents could rein-
force a robust foundation for 
multifaceted cooperation and 
create an enabling environment 
for reliable extensive develop-
ment of strategic partnership at 
a higher level.

In connection with the mas-
sive natural disaster in Japan, 
President Karimov on March 11 
expressed his sincere condolenc-
es to the government and people 
of Japan, noting that Uzbekistan 
shared the pain and sorrow for 
the dead. The government of Uz-
bekistan decided to send hu-
manitarian aid to the people of 
Japan, much of which was deliv-
ered to Fukushima Prefecture as 
the most affected by the natural 
and nuclear disaster. Prime Min-
ister Kan and Fukushima Gov. 
Yuhei Sato expressed gratitude 
to President Karimov and the 
Uzbek people for the condolenc-
es and humanitarian assistance 
provided by Uzbekistan to the 
residents of this region of Japan, 
the victims of the devastating di-
saster of March 11. 

The two nations have worked 
out a constructive cooperation 
within the framework of interna-
tional organizations and institu-
tions. Uzbekistan is consistently 
supportive of Japan’s aspiration 
for a permanent seat on the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council. The 
two sides have been vigorous in 
bolstering multilateral contacts 
within the Central Asia plus Ja-
pan dialogue format. 

Most pressing in the develop-
ment of the strategic partner-
ship between the two countries 
is the trade, economic and in-
vestment domain. Today, Japan 
is one of the major investors in 
the Uzbek economy. The vol-
ume of Japanese financial en-
closures assigned for the execu-
tion of priority projects in the 
hydrocarbon industry, trans-
port, telecommunications, 
health care, agriculture and 
other sectors has totaled $2.3 
billion. Major infrastructure 
projects have been implement-
ed with the participation of 
leading Uzbek-Japanese compa-
nies. A joint venture manufac-
turing buses and trucks in Sa-
markand in cooperation with 
Isuzu and Itochu corporations, 
as well as a Sumitomo-owned 
telecommunications services 
company, have been success-
fully operating in Uzbekistan. 

The intergovernmental 
agreement on liberalization, 
mutual protection and encour-
agement of investments, in force 
since Sept. 24, 2009, facilitates 
the growing interest of Japanese 
companies to Uzbekistan and 
setting up of persistent bonds 
with Uzbek partners in the real-
ization of joint, longer-range in-
vestment projects.

The Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) and 
Japan External Trade Organiza-
tion (JETRO) operate in Uzbeki-
stan through their representa-
tive offices in Tashkent. 

In its due contribution to 

training highly qualified spe-
cialists, the Uzbek-Japanese 
Center in Tashkent bases its syl-
labuses on Japan’s experience of 
economic progress. Founded in 
1994, Uzbek-Japanese and Japa-
nese-Uzbek committees on eco-
nomic cooperation have been 
rather instrumental in enlarg-
ing trade and economic ties. 

The Japanese partners have 
stressed Uzbekistan’s key role in 
ensuring security, stability and 
sustainable development in the 
region. Tokyo supports the ef-
forts of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan in addressing regional is-
sues, including the use of water 
resources in the Central Asia re-
gion based on universally rec-
ognized principles of interna-
tional law with regard to the 
interests of the region’s states. 
Uzbekistan and Japan also have 
made an important contribu-
tion to the socioeconomic devel-
opment of Afghanistan, stabiliz-
ing that country. 

Along with that, the enhance-
ment of cultural and humani-
tarian, as well as scientific and 
academic, exchanges between 
Uzbekistan and Japan is one of 
the key aspects of cooperation. 

The organizing of two inter-
national Uzbek-Japan scientific 
symposiums — “Ancient Civili-
zation and Religion in Uzbeki-
stan: In Search of the Origins of 
Japanese Culture” in Tokyo and 
Nara in 2010, dedicated to the 
1,300th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the city of Nara, 
the southern point of the Silk 
Road; and the September 2010  
Uzbek-Japan Academic Forum 
held at Nagoya University — has 
drawn a wide response in Ja-
pan. It is necessary to note that 
the Uzbek students in Japanese 
universities are making a wor-
thy contribution to strengthen-
ing the friendship between the 
two countries. This October, a 
second Uzbek-Japan Academic 
Forum is planned at Tsukuba 
University in Ibaraki Prefecture.

Public friendship organiza-
tions in Japan, such as the Ja-
pan-Uzbekistan, Fukushima-
Uzbekistan, Fukuoka-Uzbeki-
stan, Central Eurasian Club-
Gunma, Date-Uzbekistan and 
Nara-Uzbekistan, are making 
valuable contributions in devel-
oping cultural cooperation be-
tween the two countries 
through active promotion of 
the ancient, historical and rich 
cultural heritage of Uzbekistan. 
Historic ancient cities — Sa-
markand, Bukhara, Khiva, 
Shakhrisabz and Tashkent — 
centers of the Silk Road, are at-
tracting the interest of foreign 
tourists. Uzbekistan Airways 
has direct regular flights twice 
a week between Narita airport 
and Tashkent, contributing to 
the rise in Japanese tourists to 
Uzbekistan.

In conclusion, one could say 
that initiatives put forward by 
President Karimov open a new 
phase in the implementation of 
political, democratic, economic 
and legal reforms in Uzbekistan, 
and further the close, friendly 
relations between the Uzbek and 
Japanese people, which serves to 
develop the strategic partnership 
between Uzbekistan and Japan.

Text provided by the Embassy 
of Uzbekistan

Twenty years of dynamic growth and prosperity

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan H.E. Islam Karimov

Crossroads: The Registan complex stands in Samarkand, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. EMBASSY OF UZBEKISTAN

ANALYSIS
Johannesburg
AP

Violent protests Tuesday by sup-
porters of South Africa’s fire-
brand youth leader are the latest 
political salvo in a power strug-
gle that could determine the fu-
ture of South Africa’s president 
and the man who helped cata-
pult him to power, youth league 
chief Julius Malema.

Demonstrators burned flags 
of the ruling African National 
Congress and ran through the 
streets of downtown Johannes-
burg holding up flaming T-shirts 
bearing the image of President 
Jacob Zuma.

“Zuma must go!” they chant-
ed.

When the protesters began 
lobbing stones and bottles, po-
lice detonated stun grenades 
and turned water cannons on 
the crowd of thousands. Later, 
they fired rubber bullets to get 
protesters off the roof of an ar-
mored car.

The focus for Tuesday’s dem-
onstration was the start of a dis-
ciplinary hearing for Malema and 
five other youth league officers 
accused of bringing the ANC into 
disrepute with their calls for the 
ouster of the democratic govern-
ment of neighboring Botswana. 
They face expulsion or suspen-
sion from the party.

Analysts say the hearing is a 
pretext to confront the growing 
power of Malema, who has mo-
bilized disillusioned and unem-
ployed youth with demands that 
the government nationalize the 
wealthy mining sector and ap-
propriate white-owned farmland 
for black peasants.

Malema, 30, says that is the 
only way to address growing 
inequality and poverty in Af-
rica’s richest nation and better 
distribute wealth that remains 
firmly entrenched in the minor-
ity white community and among 
a few thousand blacks who have 
grown wealthy mainly off gov-
ernment contracts.

Malema indicated on Mon-
day that he too believed that 
was the real issue, telling re-
porters that “this (disciplinary 
hearing) does not delay our eco-
nomic struggle. We see this as a 
setback for the revolution we 
are pursuing. We will continue 
to push for economic freedom 
in our lifetime.”

On Tuesday, he emerged from 
the hearing to appeal to thou-
sands of cheering militants for a 
peaceful protest and to chastise 
them for burning the party flag 
and T-shirts. He urged them to 
respect the ANC and its leaders.

“You are here because you 
love the ANC. We must exercise 
restraint,” he said. “We cannot 
burn ourselves.”

The cheers turned to a roar 
when Malema insisted that the 
ANC youth league speaks “for 
the poorest of the poor” and will 
pursue a “radical and militant” 
revolution that also must be 
peaceful.

The disciplinary hearing that 
began Tuesday and could last 
for days is a response to the 
youth league’s announcement 
last month that it would send a 

committee to work with opposi-
tion parties in Botswana against 
democratically elected President 
Ian Khama. They accused Khama 
of cooperating with “imperialists” 
and undermining “the African 
agenda” in Libya’s revolution.

Malema said the youth league 
would help bring “regime 
change” in Botswana.

This embarrassed Zuma and 
other party officials who have 
been leading African condemna-
tion of the United States, Britain 
and France for allegedly abusing 
a U.N. resolution to effect regime 
change in Libya.

The support of Malema and 
his youth league was instrumen-
tal in getting Zuma elected party 
president in December 2007 and 
unceremoniously ousting former 
President Thabo Mbeki.

Protesting youth leaguers 
Tuesday threatened to do the 
same to Zuma at the 2012 ANC 
congress.

“In 2012 we are voting Mbal-
ula,” they chanted, referring to 

former Youth League President 
and current Sports Minister Fikile 
Mbalula. 

Whoever wins the party presi-
dency gets to run for president. 
The ANC remains unchallenged 
politically in the country.

Party leaders have condemned 
Malema in the past for his divi-
sive tactics, including the singing 
of a racist song calling for people 
to “kill the Boer,” or white farmer.

In May, the party disciplinary 
committee fined Malema and 
ordered him to apologize for 
sowing discord in the party and 
undermining Zuma’s authority.

Critics accuse Malema of be-
ing an opportunist. They point to 
the massive mansion he is build-
ing in Johannesburg’s luxury 
Sandton suburb and allegations 
of corruption. 

His loyal supporters say those 
charges are trumped up.

The police and public pros-
ecutor announced this month 
that they are undertaking a for-
mal investigation into Malema’s 
business dealings.

Violent protests 
signal S. Africa 
power struggle
Malema supporters 
suspect Zuma of 
plotting to oust head 
of party’s youth arm

Deep division: Supporters of African National Congress youth 
leader Julius Malema demonstrate Tuesday in Johannesburg 
ahead of his disciplinary hearing. AFP-JIJI

Julius Malema

Analysts say the 
hearing is a pretext to 
confront the growing 
power of Malema, 
who has mobilized 
disillusioned and 
unemployed youth 
with demands that 
the government 
nationalize the 
wealthy mining sector 
and appropriate 
white-owned farmland 
for black peasants.
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