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Guatemala independence day

Byron Escobedo
AMBASSADOR OF GUATEMALA

For the Republic of Guatemala, 
Sept. 15 is a historic date, when  
the Guatemalan state decided 

to break away 
from Spain in 
1821, being at 
that time the 
Captaincy Gen-
eral of Gua-
temala of the 
Viceroyalty of 
New Spain.

With nearly  200 years of in-
dependence, Guatemala is a 
country with 23 ethnic groups, 
of which 22 are of Mayan ori-
gin and the other is Garifuna of 
African origin, who live in an 
area of 108,000 sq. km. The na-
tion of beautiful scenery borders 
Mexico, Belize, Honduras and El 
Salvador.

Guatemala has been called 
the land of eternal spring not 
only for its geographical posi-
tion but also for its 33 wonderful 
volcanoes, its rivers and lakes, 
and for its climate, which is very 
cool all year. Furthermore, it is 
also bordered by the Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans.

Guatemala has been a country 
blessed by nature in her womb. 

The Mayan civilization was built 
in Guatemala, so 65 percent of its 
population is indigenous, an an-
cestral legacy of that civilization.

Currently, in the north in the 
department of Petén, scientists 
are working with experts from 
around the world to preserve 
and protect the pyramid of 
El Mirador, which in terms of 
volume is the world’s largest 
pyramid.

The Mayan civilization was 
located on very fertile lands that 
produce high-quality coffee in 
the world, gum, sesame seeds, 
rum, ornamental plants — prod-
ucts we have been exporting to 
Japan for several years.

As ambassador, I represent 
nearly 14 million Guatemalans 
and, since my arrival in this 
friendly nation in May 2008 pre-
senting my credentials to His 

Majesty the Emperor Akihito, 
seek to reaffirm the ties of friend-
ship and cooperation we have 
been keeping for 76 years.

As part of this celebration of 
our diplomatic relations, the 
president of Guatemala visited 
Japan in October 2010. Later, the 
deputy foreign minister of Japan 
visited our country in December 
2010.

In Japan, there are approxi-

mately 400 Guatemalans who 
have been welcomed by the 
Japanese people to integrate into 
Japanese society. Thus, we cast 
our bonds of friendship and co-
operation through blood ties.

In Guatemala, Japanese peo-
ple have been living there for 
many years, with the aim of in-
creasing trade and cultural rela-
tions among our peoples, which 
has resulted in such increases.

During my tenure as ambas-
sador, I have had the opportunity 
to observe the enormous interest 
of the Japanese people to inten-
sify our bilateral relations. I have 
had the opportunity to exchange 
views with academics, politi-
cians, businessmen, students 
and journalists to build bridges 
that allow us to deepen the rela-
tion between the countries.

With that in mind, our gov-
ernment, during my tenure as 
a diplomat, decided to open the 
Honorary Consulate in Sapporo 

and the Honorary Consulate in 
Kyoto, in addition to the one es-
tablished five years ago in Yoko-
hama. All are led by prominent 
members of Japanese society 
who have been promoting the 
economic, cultural, social and 
political ties between the two 
countries.

After almost 200 years of our 
independence as a republic, we 
hope for the growth of our ties of 
friendship and cooperation with 
the international community 
and especially with the brother 

people of Japan.
On March 11 this year, the 

Guatemalan people were 
shocked by the events as a result 
of the natural disasters in the 
northeast of Japan, and imme-
diately there were expressions 
of solidarity from Guatemalans 
(individuals, companies and the 
government) trying to alleviate 
the pain of people from the To-
hoku region.

Long life to Guatemala! And 
long life to the people and gov-
ernment of Japan!

Further deepening our bilateral relations

Friendship: Ambassador Byron Escobedo speaks at a meeting of 
the Kiwanis Club of Sapporo on Aug. 24. EMBASSY OF GUATEMALA

Ancient: Tikal is a UNESCO World Heritage site that was the largest 
urban center of Maya civilization. GUATEMALA TOURIST BOARD

Hikers may be freed in days: Tehran
Tehran AP
Iran’s president has predicted that two Americans arrested while 
hiking along the Iraq-Iran border and sentenced to eight years in 
jail on espionage-related charges could be freed “in a couple of 
days” after a court set bail of $500,000 each.

The events appeared timed to boost the image of President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad coinciding with his visit to New York 
next week for the U.N. General Assembly session. Last year, a third 
American was released on bail around the same time.

In Washington, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said 
the United States was “encouraged” by Ahmadinejad’s comments 
on Tuesday about freeing Shane Bauer and Josh Fattal.

Al-Qaida affiliates ‘eclipsing core’
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST
The nation’s top intelligence officials said Tuesday that al-Qaida’s 
affiliates have eclipsed the terrorist network’s core as national 
security threats and that, within two years, continued pressure 
could render al-Qaida remnants in Pakistan incapable of carrying 
out attacks.

Michael Vickers, the undersecretary of defense for intelligence, 
said at a defense conference that if the pace of U.S. operations 
continues, “within 18 to 24 months, core al-Qaida’s cohesion and 
operational capabilities could be degraded to the point that the 
group could fragment.”

In his first public testimony as CIA director, David Petraeus 
described al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, one of the affiliates, 
as “the most dangerous regional node in the global jihad” and said 
that the CIA has seen new signs of “al-Qaida’s efforts to carry out 
relatively small attacks that would . . . generate fear and create the 
need for costly security improvements.”

Panel votes to cut Pentagon funds
Washington THE WASHINGTON POST
The Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee voted Tuesday to 
freeze basic Pentagon spending next year to the 2011 level of $513 
billion, cutting about $26 billion from President Barack Obama’s 
original request for fiscal 2012.

With an additional $117.8 billion to fund the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, the panel voted on a total of $630.8 billion, $18 billion 
below the amount the House passed in July.

The panel’s action must be approved by the full Appropriations 
Committee, which will take up the measure Thursday, and then by 
the Senate. But the move is in line with $350 billion in decreased 
military spending over the next 10 years that was called for by the 
federal debt-limit agreement in August.

 

Menem not guilty in weapons case
Buenos Aires AFP-JIJI
Former Argentine President Carlos Menem and 17 members of his 
government were acquitted Tuesday of charges that they violated 
international weapons embargoes on Ecuador and Croatia in the 
1990s.

Menem, still a sitting senator at 81, had faced up to eight years 
in prison if convicted, but two of the three judges on his panel 
found him not guilty. Menem denied trafficking in weapons during 
his 1989-1999 rule. He acknowledged signing three secret decrees 
between 1991 and 1995 to export weapons to Venezuela and 
Panama, but said he had no idea that tons of rifles and ammunition 
made in Argentina would end up in Ecuador and Croatia, countries 
subject to international embargoes at the time.

Gadhafi son seeks asylum in Niger
Niamey AP
A son of Moammar Gadhafi and three of his generals were trying to 
gain political asylum Wednesday in this poor, landlocked nation at 
Libya’s feet, after a more than 1,600-km drive across the vast desert 
that separates the two countries for what could be their only shot at 
refuge.

The generals and al-Saadi Gadhafi are trying to pave the way for 
other Gadhafi supporters to follow, but one regime loyalist doubted 
that Gadhafi himself ever will, saying he would be comfortable 
enough living in the Sahara to stay there indefinitely.

“I know the ‘Guide’ well, and what people don’t realize is that 
he could last in the desert for years,” Aghaly Alambo said, referring 
to Gadhafi. “He didn’t need to create a hiding place. He likes the 
simple life, under a tent, sitting on the sand, drinking camel’s milk. 
His advantage is that this was already his preferred lifestyle.”

He added, “He is guarded by a special mobile unit made up of 
members of his family. Those are the only people he trusts.”

IN BRIEF

FOCUS
Glenn Kessler
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

The Republican presidential de-
bate in Tampa, Florida, was feisty 
and provocative, with many 
of the candidates relying once 
again on bogus “facts” previously 
identified as faulty or misleading.

The debate marked a remark-
able shift in tone by Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry on the issue of Social 
Security, barely five days after 
he labeled the venerable old-
age program “a Ponzi scheme” 
doomed to fail. This week, he 
said it was “slam-dunk guaran-
teed” for people on it.

In Monday night’s debate, 
Perry and former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney tangled over 
the issue again, and Romney had 
better command of the facts, as 
far as the two men’s books were 
concerned.

Mitt Romney: “The real is-
sue is that in writing his book 
Gov. Perry pointed out that, in 
his view, that Social Security is 
unconstitutional, that this is not 
something the federal govern-
ment ought to be involved in, 
that instead it should be given 
back to the states. . . . Gov. Perry, 
you’ve got to quote me correctly. 
You said, ‘It’s criminal.’ What I 
said was Congress taking money 
out of the Social Security Trust 
Fund is like criminal, and that is, 
and it’s wrong.” 

 Romney gets points for cor-
rectly quoting both Perry’s book, 
“Fed Up,” and his own book, 
“No Apology.” On Page 58, Perry 
labels Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid and even unemploy-
ment insurance as “unneces-

sary, unconstitutional programs.” 
While promoting his book last 
year on MSNBC’s “Morning 
Joe,” Perry went further, suggest-
ing that Social Security should be 
dismantled and simply become 
a state responsibility.

“Get it back to the states. Why 
is the federal government even 
in the pension program or the 
health care delivery program?” 
Perry said on Nov. 5. He said that 
ending the federal government’s 
role in Social Security would 
be “one of the ways this federal 
government can get out of our 
business.”

Romney’s book, by contrast, 
contains mostly a sober descrip-
tion of various ways to fix the 
long-term funding problems 
of Social Security, with the ex-
ception of the suggestion that 
members of Congress are doing 
something criminal with Social 
Security funding (Page 158). 
People can differ, but we think 
comparing Social Security (a 
government retirement and dis-
ability insurance program) to a 
trust fund managed by a bank is 
an inappropriate analogy.

Rep. Michele Bachmann: 
“We know that President 
(Barack) Obama stole over $500 
billion out of Medicare to switch 
it over to Obamacare.”

Romney: “He cut Medicare 
by $500 billion. This, the Demo-
crat president, the liberal, so to 
speak, cut Medicare — not Re-
publicans, the Democrat.”

Bachmann in particular loves 
to make this claim, but we have 
repeatedly explained why it just 
isn’t correct.

Under Obama’s health care 
law, Medicare spending contin-
ues to go up year after year. The 
law tries to identify ways to save 

money, and so the $500 billion 
figure comes from the difference 
over 10 years between antici-
pated Medicare spending (what 
is known as “the baseline”) and 
the changes the law makes to re-
duce spending.

The savings actually are 
wrung from health care provid-
ers, not Medicare beneficiaries. 
These spending reductions pre-
sumably would be a good thing, 
since virtually everyone agrees 
that Medicare spending is out of 
control.

In fact, in the House Republi-
can budget this year, lawmakers 
repealed the Obama health-care 
law but retained all but $10 bil-
lion of the nearly $500 billion 
in Medicare savings, suggesting 
the actual policies enacted to 
achieve these spending reduc-
tions were not that objection-
able to GOP lawmakers. So it is 
misleading for Romney to say 
that Republicans did not make 
these cuts.

Gov. Rick Perry: Obama “had 
$800 billion worth of stimulus in 
the first round of stimulus. It cre-
ated zero jobs.”

Perry is wrong. The stimulus 
created jobs. But there has not 
been a net gain in jobs because 
so many jobs were lost early in 
Obama’s presidency. Since the 
stimulus bill was signed, the 
number of overall jobs in the 
United States has declined by 
about 1.9 million.

Economists differ on the ef-
fectiveness of the stimulus, but 
most say it has at least some ef-
fect (that is, created at least some 
jobs.) A recent review of nine dif-
ferent studies on the stimulus bill 
found that six studies concluded 
the stimulus had “a significant, 
positive effect on employment 

and growth,” and three said the 
effect was “either quite small or 
impossible to detect.”

Bachmann: “This is the elec-
tion that’s going to decide if we 
have socialized medicine in this 
country or not. This is it. Why? I 
just have to say this. It’s because 
President Obama embedded 
$105,464,000,000 in Obamacare 

in postdated checks to imple-
ment this bill.”

It’s wrong to say the health 
care law, which builds on the ex-
isting private system, will result 
in socialized medicine, but ap-
parently some people will never 
be convinced. But Bachmann’s 
assertion of $105 billion “em-
bedded” in the health care law is 

another bogus claim. We looked 
closely at her assertion in March 
and concluded that her charge 
that this money was “hidden” 
does not have credibility. The 
money for these programs was 
clearly described and analyzed 
by the Congressional Budget 
Office before the legislation was 
voted into law.

Bogus claims once again 
pepper Republican debate

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

Texas Gov. Rick Perry bristled 
at accusations during Monday’s 
GOP debate that he had done 
the bidding of a corporate donor 
by ordering schoolgirls to use a 
new vaccine.

“The company was Merck, 
and it was a $5,000 contribution 
that I had received from them,” 
Perry said. “I raised about $30 
million. And if you’re saying that 
I can be bought for $5,000, I’m 
offended.”

But campaign disclosure re-
cords portray a much deeper 
financial connection with Merck 
than Perry’s remarks would sug-
gest. Perry’s gubernatorial cam-
paigns, for example, received 
nearly $30,000 from the drug-
maker since 2000, most of it 

prior to his decision in 2007 to 
order young girls to obtain Mer-
ck’s vaccine against the human 
papillomavirus, or HPV.

Merck has also given more 
than $355,000 in donations to 
the Republican Governors As-
sociation since 2006, which was 
the year that Perry began to play 
a prominent role in the Wash-
ington-based group, according 
to data from the Center for Re-
sponsive Politics.

Perry served as chairman of 
the RGA in 2008 and again this 
year until he decided to run for 
president. The group also ranks 
among Perry’s biggest donors, 
giving the Texas governor’s cam-
paigns at least $4 million over 
the past five years, according to 
Texans for Public Justice.

Minnesota Rep. Michele 
Bachmann, one of Perry’s rivals 

for the GOP nomination, said 
on NBC’s “Today” show Tues-
day that “it’s very clear that crony 
capitalism could have likely been 
the cause” of Perry’s decision to 
issue the vaccine order, which 
was eventually blocked by the 
Texas legislature.

 The HPV vaccine has become 
a major headache for Perry as 
he attempts to become the Re-
publican nominee for the White 
House, complicating his general-
ly warm relations with evangeli-
cal and social conservatives who 
play a pivotal role in the party.

Perry surprised religious 
groups in 2007 when he became 
the first governor in the coun-
try to order use of the vaccine 
against HPV, a common sexually 
transmitted infection that causes 
genital warts and, in women, can 
lead to cervical cancer. Many so-

cial conservatives object to the 
vaccine because they argue that 
it suggests to young girls that 
having sex is OK.

One of Perry’s closest confi-
dantes, former chief of staff Mike 
Toomey, was working at the time 
as an Austin, Texas-based lobby-
ist for Merck, which was in the 
midst of a multimillion-dollar 
campaign to persuade states to 
make the vaccine mandatory.

Toomey, who has declined 
to respond to requests for com-
ment, has since gone on to help 
found Make Us Great Again, a 
pro-Perry super PAC that can 
accept unlimited donations from 
corporations and wealthy do-
nors. Media reports indicate that 
the group plans to raise as much 
as $55 million to help Perry win 
the GOP nomination.

Until he began running for 

president, Perry staunchly de-
fended the decision as a “pro-
life” attempt to protect women’s 
health and sharply criticized 
social conservatives for their op-
position. But Perry now says he 
made a mistake by not going to 
the Texas state Legislature.

“If I had it to do over again, I 
would have done it differently,” 
he said Monday night.

Bachmann said at the debate 
in Tampa that “to have innocent 
little 12-year-old girls be forced 
to have a government injec-
tion through an executive order 
is just flat-out wrong.” She also 
criticized Perry’s ties to Merck: 
“The question is, is it about life, 
or was it about millions of dol-
lars and potentially billions for a 
drug company?”

Bachmann upped the ante 
Tuesday morning, alleging that 

the vaccine is “dangerous” and re-
peating a claim from an unidenti-
fied audience member in Tampa 
that the vaccine caused “mental 
retardation” in her daughter.

Federal health officials, Merck 
and others say they are confident 
it is safe.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approved the vaccine in 
2006 for girls as young as 9, and 
medical authorities recommend-
ed that they receive it at age 11 
or 12 to protect them before they 
start having sex.

But some experts said they are 
concerned that there is insuffi-
cient evidence about how long 
Gardasil’s protection will last, 
whether serious side effects will 
emerge in the future and wheth-
er the reduction in infections will 
necessarily translate into fewer 
cancers in the future.

Donations from vaccine maker haunt Perry

In the line of fire: Texas Gov. Rick Perry reacts after a Republican presidential debate Monday in 
Tampa, Florida. AP
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